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Plan  of  the  four  loft  Volumes. — Succejfion  and 
Char  alters  of  the  Greek  Emperors  of  Conjian^ 
tinople,fro7n  the  Time  of  HeracUus  to  the  Latin 
Conqueji. 

I  HAVE  now  deduced  from  Tragan  to  Conftan-  chap. 
XL  VIII 
tine,  from  Conftantine  to  Heraclius,  the  re-  .    -^~1^ 

gular  feri^  of  the  Roman  emperors ;  and  faith-  Drfeas  of 
fully  expofed  the  profperpus  and  adverfe  fortunes  ^^  ^^'* 
of  their  reigns.   Five  centuries  of  the  decline  and  toiy. 
fall  of  the  empire  have  already  elapfed  ;  but  a  pe- 
riod of  more  than  eigJit  hundred  years  ftill  fepa- 
rates  me  from  the  term  of  my  labours,  thetaking 
it>f  jConftantinople  by  the  Turks.     Should  I  ppr- 
•   VOL,  IX.  B  fevere 
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CHAP,  feyere  in  the  fame  courfe,  fliould  I  obferve  the 
^^^^™*  fame  meafure,  a  prolix  and  flender  thread  would 
be  fpun  through  many  a  volume,  nor  would  the 
patient  reader  find  an  adequate  reward  of  inftruc- 
tion  or  amufement.  At  every  ftep  as  we  fink 
deeper  in  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  Eafl^ern  em- 
pire, the  annals  of  each  fucceeding  reign  would 
impofe  a  more  ungrateful  and  melancholy  taflc. 
Thefe  annalsmuftcontinueto  repeat  a  tediousand 
uniform  tale  of  weaknefs  and  mifery ;  the  natural 
connection  of  caufes  and  events  would  be  broken 
by  frequent  and  hafty  tranfitions,  and  a  minute 
accumulation  of  circumfi^ances  raufi;  defl^roy  the 
light  and  efie6t  of  thofe  general  piftures  which 
compofe  the  ufe  and  ornament  of  a  remote  hiftory^ 
From  (he  timeof  Heraclius,the  Byzantine  theatre 
is  contracted  and  darkened :  the  line  of  empire^ 
which  had  been  defined  by  the  laws  of  Juftinian 
and  the  arms  of  Belifarius,  recedes  on  all  fides 
from  our  view :  the  Roman  name,  the  proper 
fubjeCl  of  our  inquiries,  is  reduced  to  a  narrow 
corner  of  Europe,  to  the  lonely  fuburbs  of  Con- 
ilantinople;  and  the  fate  of  the  Greek  empire  has 
been  compared  to  that  of  the  Rhine,  which  lofes 
itfelf  in  the  fands,  before  its  waters  can  mingle 
with  the  ocean.  Thefcaleof  dominion  is  diminifli- 
ed  to  Qur  view  by  the  difl^ance  of  time  and  place : 
nor  is  the  loia  of  external  fplendour  compenfatedl 
by  the  nobler  gifts  of  virtue  and  geniusu  In  the 
h&  moments  of  her  decay,  Conflantinople  was 
doubtlefs  more  opulentand  populous  than  Athens 
uk  bcr  mofl^  flouriflung  sera,  when  a  fcanty  Aim  of 
fix  thouJ^nd  talents^  or  iwelvQ  hundred  thoufan4, 
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pounds  fterling,  was  pofiefied  by  twenty-one  chap. 
thoufand  male  citizens  of  an  adult  age.  But  ^^^in. 
each  of  thefe  citizens  was  a  freeman  who  dared 
to  alTert  the  liberty  of  his  thoughts,  words,  and 
actions ;  whofe  perfon  and  property  were  guarded 
by  equal  law;  and  who  exercifed  his  independent 
vote  in  the  government  of  the  republic*  Their 
numbers  feem  to  be  mnltiplied  by  the  itrong  and 
various  difcriminations  of  chara^er :  under  the 
Ihield  of  freedom,  on  the  wings  of  emulation  and 
vanity,  each  Athenian  afpired  to  the  level  of  the 
national  dignity:  from  this  commanding  emi- 
nence, fbme  cbofen  ipirits  foared  beyond  the 
reach  of  a  vulgar  eye;  and  the  chances  of  fupe^^ 
rior  merit  in  a  great  and  populous  kingdom,  as 
they  are  proved  by  experience,  would  excufe  the 
computation  of  imaginary  millions.  The  terri- 
tories of  Athens,  Sparta,  and  their  allies,  do  not 
exceed  a  moderate  province  of  France  or  Eng- 
land: but  after  the  trophies  of  Salamis  and 
Fbitasa,  they  expand  in  our  fancy  to  the  gigantic 
fize  c^  Afii^  which  had  been  trampled  under  the 
feet  of  the  vidtorious  Greeks.  But  the  fubjedls  of 
the  Byzantine  empire,  who  affume  and  difhonour 
the  names  both  of  Greeks  and  Romans,  prefent  a 
dead  uniformity  of  abje3;  vices,  which  are  neither 
ibftened  by  the  weaknefs  of  humanity,  nor  ani- 
mated by  the  vigour  of  memorable  crimes.  The 
freemen  of  antiquity  might  repeat  with  generous 
eutfaufisfm  the  fentence  of  Homer,  '^  that  on  the 
^  fefl  day  of  his  fervitude,  the  eaptive  is  de- 
"  prived  of  one  hsdf  of  his  manly  virtue.**  But 
llie  poet  had  Only  feen  the  effe&s  of  civil  or 
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CHAP,  domeftic  flavery,  nor  could  he  foretell  that  the 
XLVm  fecond  moiety  of  manhood  mull  be  annihilated  by 
the  fpiritual  defpotifm,  which  fliackles,  not  only 
the  a6lions,  but  even  the  thoughts  of  the  proftrate 
votary.  By  this  double  yoke,  the  Greeks  were 
opprefled  under  the  fucceflbrs  of  Heraclius ;  the 
tyrant,  a  law  of  eternal  juftice,  was  degraded  by 
the  vices  of  his  fubjecls ;  and  on  the  throne,  in 
the  camp,  in  the  fchools.,  we  fearch,  perhaps  with 
fruitlefs  diligence,  the  names  and  chara6lers  that 
may  deferve  to  be  refcued  from  oblivion.  Nor 
are  the  defeats  of  the  fubje6l  compenfated  by  the 
fkill  and  variety  of  the  painters.  Of  a  fpace  of 
eight  hundred  years,  the  four  firft  centuries  are 
overfpread  with  a  cloud  interrupted  by  forae 
faint  and  broken  rays  of  hiftoric  light  j  in  the 
lives  of  the  emperors,  from  Maurice  to  Alexius, 
Bafilthe  Macedonian,  has  alone  beenthe  theme 
of  a  feparate  work  ;  and  the  abfence,  or  loft^  or 
imperfedbion  of  contemporary  evidence,  muft  be 
poorly  fupplied  by  the  doubtful  authority  of  more 
recent  compilers.  The  four  laft  centuries  are 
exempt  from  the  reproach  of  penury :  and  with 
the  Comnenian  family,  the  hiftoric  mufe  of  Con- 
flantinople  again  revives,but  her  apparel  is  gaudy ^ 
her  motions  are  without  elegance  or  grace.  A 
fucceffion  of  priefts,  or  courtiers,  tieads  in  each 
other'5  footfteps  in  the  fame  path  of  fervitude  and 
fuperftition :  their  views  are  harrow,  their  judg- 
ment is  feeble  or  corrupt;  and  we  clofe  the 
volume  of  copious  barrennefs,  ftill  ignorant  of  the 
caufes  of  events,  the  chara6lers  of  the  adlors,  and 
thoananners  of  the  times,  which  they  celebrate  or 
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deplore.     The  obfervation  which  has  been  ap-  chap. 
plied  to  a  man>  may  be  extended  to  a  whole   XLvm^ 
people,  that  the  energy  of  the  fword  is  commu- 
nicated  to  the  pen ;  and  it  will  be  found  by  expe- 
rience that  the  tone  o£  hiftory  will  rife  or  fall 
.with  the  fpirit  of  the  age. 

Fromthefecqnfiderations,  Ifliould have aban-  iticon- 
doned  without  regret  the  Greek  flaves  and  their  ^^^^^ 
&rvile  hiftprians,  had  I  not  refle6ted  that  the  fate  revoiu- 
of  the  Byzantine.monarchy  is  pqffively  connected  ^<>n»^f *^» 
with  the  moft  fplendid  and  important  revolutions 
which  ha(Ve  changed  the  ftate  of  the  world.    The 
fpace  of  the  loil  provinces  was  immediately  re- 
pleniflied  with  new  colonies  and  riling  kingdoms: 
the  adlive  virtues  of  peace  and  war  deferted  from 
the  vanquifhed  to  the  vidlorious  nations;  and  it 
is  in  their  origin  and  conqueds,  in  their  religion 
and  government,  that  we  mull  explore  the  caufes 
and  effe^s  of  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  Eafterui 
empire.    Nor  will  this  fcope  of  narrative,  the 
riches  and  variety  of  thefe  materials,  be  incom- 
patible with  the  unity  of  defign  and  compofition. 
.As,  in  his  (laily  prayers,  the  Muffulman  of  Fez  or 
Delhi  ftill  turns  his  face  towards  the  temple  of 
vMecca,  the  hiilorian's  eye  fliall  be  always  fixed 
on  the  city  of  Conftantinople.     The  excurfive 
line  may  embrace  the  wilds  of  Arabia  and  Tar- 
tary,  but  the  circle  will  be  ultimately  reduced  to 
the  decreafing  limit  of  the  Roman  monarchy. 

On  this  principle  I  fliall  now  eftablilh  the  plan  Plan  of  the 
of  the  four  laft  volumes  of  the  prefent  work.   The  ^^jj^. 
firft  chapter  will  contain,  in  a  regular  feries,  the 
emperors  who  i^eigned  at  Conftantinople  during 
B  3  a  period 
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CHAP,  a  period  of  fix  hundred  years,  from  the  days  of 
XLvm.    Heraclius  to  the  Latin  conqueft :  a  rapid  abllra£fc9 
which  may  be  fupported  by  a  general  appeal  to 
the  order  and  text  of  the  original  hillorians.     In 
this  introdua:ion  I  fliall  confine  myfelf  to  the 
revolutions  of  the  throne,  the  fucceffion  of  fa- 
milies, the  perfonal  characters  of  the  Greek 
princes,  the  mode  of  their  life  and  death,  the 
maxims  and  influence  of  their  domeftic  govern- 
ment, and  the  tendency  of  their  reign  to  accek- 
rate  or  fulpend  thedownfal  of  the  Eafl;em  empire. 
Such  achronological  review  will  ferve  to  illuftrate 
the  various  argument  of  the  fubfequent  chapters; 
and  each  circumfi^ance  of  the  eventful  llory  of 
the  Barbarians  will  adapt  itfelf  in  a  proper  place 
to  the  Byzantine  annals.     The  internal  ftate  of 
the  empire,  and  the  dangerous  herefy  of  the 
Paulicians,  which  fhook  the  Eaft  and  enlightened 
the  Weft,  will  be  the  fubjeft  of  two  feparate 
chapters  ;  but  thefe  inquiries  muft  be  poftponed 
till  our  farther  progrefs  fliall  have  opened  the  view 
of  the  world  in  the  ninth  and  tenth  centuries  of 
the  Chriftian  aera.     After  this  foundation  of  By- 
zantine hiftory,  the  following  nations  will  pafs  be- 
fore our  eyes,  and  each  will  occupy  the  ijpace  to 
which  it  may  be  entitled  by  greatnefs  or  inerit, 
or  the  degree  of  connexion  with  the  Roman 
world  and  the  prefent  age.     I.  The  Franks; 
a  general  appellation  which  includes  all  the  Bar- 
barians of  France,  Italy,  and  Germany,  who  were 
united  by  the  fword  and  fceptre  of  Charlemagne. 
The  perfecution  of  images  and  their  votaries, 
fepafated  Rome  and  Italy  from  the  Byzantine 
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throne^andpreparedthereftorationof  theRomaii  chap. 
empire  in  the  Weft.  II.  The  A^abs  or  SARACEVi^  ?^^^' 
Three  ample  chapters  will  be  devoted  to  this  cu» 
rious  and  interefting  object.  In  the  firft^  after  a 
piAure  of  the  coimtry  and  its  inhabitants^  I  fliall 
inveftigate  the  charadter  of  Mahomet;  the  charac* 
ter,  religion^  and  fuccefs  of  the  prophet.  In  the 
fecond,  I  ihall  lead  the  Arabs  to  the  conqueft  of 
Syria^  Egypt,  and  Africa,  the  provinces  of  the 
Roman  empire;  nor  can  I  check  their  vidlorious 
career  till  they  have  overthrown  the  monarchies 
of  Perfia  and  Spain.  In  the  third,  I  ihall  inquire 
how  Conftantinople  and  Europe  were  faved  by  the 
luxury  and  arts,  the  divifion  and  decay,  of  the 
empire  of  the  caliphs.  A  fingle  chapter  will  in- 
clude, III.  The  Bulgarians,  IV.  Hdnoarians, 
and  V.  Russians,  who  aflaulted  by  fea  or  by  land 
the  provinces  and  the  capital;  but  the  laft  c^ 
thefe,  fo  important  in  their  prefent  greatnefs,  will 
excite  fome  curiofity  in  their  origin  and  infancy. 
VI.  The  Normans;  or  rather  the  private  ad* 
ventures  of  that  warlike  people,  who  founded  a 
powerful  kingdom  in  Apulia  and  Sicily,  fhook  the 
throne  of  Conftantinople,  difplayed  the  trophies 
of  chivalry,  and  almoft  realized  the  wonders  of 
romance.  VII.  The  Latins  ;  the  fubjefils  of  the 
pope,  the  nations  of  the  Weft,  who  enlifted  under 
the  banner  of  the  crofe  for  the  recovery  or  relief 
of  the  holy  fepulchre.  The  Greek  emperors  were 
terrified  and  prelerved  by  the  myriads  of  pilgrims 
who  marched  to  Jerulalem  with  Godfrey  of 
Bouillon  and  the  peers  of  Chriftendom.  The 
fecond  and  third  crulades  trod  in  the  footfteps  of 
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CH  A.P:  the  fifft:  Alia  and  Europe  were  mingled  in  a 
3^^  facred  war  of  two  hundred  years;  and  the 
Gbriftian  powers  were  bravelyf  efifted,  and  finally 
expelled  by  Saladin  and  the  Mamalukes  of 
Egypt.  In  thefe  memorable  crofades,  a  fleet  arid 
army  of  French  and  Venetians  .were  diverted 
from  Syria  to  the  Thracian  Bolphorus :  they  af- 
faulted  the  capital,  they  fub  verted  the  Greek  mo- 
narchy: and  a  dynafty  of  Latin  princes  was  feated 
near  threefcore  years  on  the  throne  of  Conftan- 
tine.  VIII.  The  Grbeks  themfelves,  during  this 
period  of  captivity  iand  exile,. mull  be  confidered 
as  a  foreign  nation  ;  the  enemies,  and  again  the 
fovereigns  of  Conftantinople.  Misfortune  had 
rekindled  a  fpark  of  national  virtue ;  and  the 
Imperial  feries  may  be  continued  with.fome 
dignity  from  their  reftoration  to  the  Turkifli 
conqueft.  IX.  The  Moguls  and  Tartars.  By 
the  arms  of  Zingis  and  his  defcendants,  the 
globe  was  fhaken  from  China  to  Poland  and 
Greece ;  the  fultans  were  overthrown :  the  ca- 
liphs  fell,  and  the  Caefars  trembled  on  their 
throne.  The  vi6lories  of  Timbur  fiilpended 
above  fifty  years  the  final  ruin  of  the  Byzantine 
empire.  X.  I  have  already  noticed  the  firft  ap- 
pearance of  the  Turks,  and  the  names  of  the 
fathers,  of  Seljuk  and  Othman^  difcriminat^  the 
two  fucceflive  dynafties  of  the  nation,  which 
emerged  in  the  eleventh  century  from  the  Scy- 
thian wildernefs.  The  former  eilablifhed  a  potent 
and fplendid kingdom  from  thebanksof theOxus 
to  Antioch  and  Nice;  and  the  firft  crufade  was 
provoked  by  the  violation  of  Jerufalem  and  the 

danger 
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danger  of  Conftantinople.  From  an  humble  c  H  A  p. 
ongin^ /the  Ottomans  arofe,  the  fcourge  and  ter-  ^^^^^* 
ror  of  Chriflendom.  Conftantinople  was  befi^ged 
and  taken  by  Mahomet IL,  and  bis  triumph  an- 
nihilates the  remnant,  the  image,  the  title  of  the 
Roman  empire  in  the  £aft.  The  fchifm  of  the 
Greeks  will  be  conneQ:ed  with  their  laft  calami- 
ties, and  the  reftorationof  learning  in  theWeftern 
worlds. .  I  (hall  return  from  the  captivity  of  the 
new,  to  the  ruins  of  ancient  Rome  :  and  the  ve- 
nerable name,  the  interefting  theme,  will  flied  a 
ray  of  glory  on  the  conclufion  of  my  labours. 


THE   Emperor  Heraclius  had  puniflied  a  Second 
tyrant  and  afcended  his  throne;  and  the  me-  ^"^1*1, 
mory  of  his  reign  is  perpetuated  by  the  tranfient  of  Hera- 
conqueft,  and  irreparable  Iqfs,  of  the  Eaftern  ^^"'' 
provinces.     After  the  death  pf  Eudocia,  hisfirft 
wife,  he  difobeyed  the  patriarch,  and  violated 
the  iaws,  by  his  fecond  marriage  with  his  niece 
Martina ;  and  the  fuperftition  of  the  Greeks  be- 
held the  judgment  of  heaven  in  the  difeafes  of 
the  father  and  the  deformity  of  his  offspring. 
But  the  opinion  of  an  illegitimate  birth  is  fuffi- 
cient  to.diftradl  the  choice,  and  loofen  the  obe- 
dience of  the  people :  the  ambition  of  Martina 
yras  quickened  by  maternal  love,  and  perhaps  by 
the  envy  of  a  ftep-mother ;  and  the  aged  hufband 
was  too  feeble  to  withftand  the  arts  of  conjugal 
allurements.     Conftantine,  his  eldeft  fon,  en- 
joyed in  a  mature  age  the  title  of  Auguftus  j  but 
the  wcaknefs  of  his  conftitution  required  a  col- 
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CHAP,  league  and  a  guardian,  and  he  yielded  with  fecret 
,^y"^  felu6lance  to  the  partition  of  the  empire.    The 
A.  D.  638,  fenate  was  fummoned  to  the  palace  to  ratifj  or 
J"Jy  4.      atteft  the  aflbciation  of  Heracleonas,  the  fon  of 
Martina :  the  impofition  of  the  diadem  was  con- 
fecrated  by  the  prayer  and  Ueffing  of  the  pa- 
triarch ;  the  fenators  and  patricians  adored  the 
majefty  of  the  great  Emperor  and  the  partn^^ 
of  his  retgn ;  and  as  foon  as  the  doori^  were 
thrown  open,  they  were  hailed  by  the  tumultuary 
A.D.639,  but  important  voice  of  the  foldiers*    After  an 
January,    interval  of  fivc  mouths,  the  pompous  ceremonies 
which  formed  the  eflence  of  the  Byzantine  ilate^ 
were  celebrated  in  the  cathedral  and  the  hippo- 
drome :  the  concord  of  the  royal  brothers  was 
aflk6tedly  difplayed  by  the  younger  leaning  on 
the  arm  of  the  elder ;  and  the  name  of  Martina 
was  mingled  in  the  reluftant  or  venal  acclama^ 
A  D.  64x9  tions  of  the  people.    Heraclius  furvived  this  aflb* 
Feb.  II.     ciation  about  two  years :  his  lad  teftimony  de- 
clared his  two  fons  the  equal  heirs  of  the  Eaftera 
empire,  and  commanded  them  to  honour  his  wi- 
dow Martina  as  their  mother  and  their  fovereign. 
Conftan-         When  Martina  firft  appeared  on  the  throne 
A*D°6      ^^^^  ^^^  name  and  attributes  of  royalty,  Ibe  was 
February/  chcckcd  by  a  firm,  though  refpe6tful,  oppofi- 
tion ;  and  the  dying  embers  of  freedom  were 
kindled  by  the  breath  of  fuperftitious  prejudice. 
"  We  reverence,"  exclaimed  the  voice  of  a 
"  citizen,  **  we  reverence  the  mother  of  our 
^*  princes ;  but  to  thofe  princes  alone  our  obe- 
"  dience  is  due ;  and  Conflantine,  the  elder 
^^  emperor,  is  of  an  age  to  fuftain,  in  his  own 
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**  hands,  the  weight  of  the  fceptre.  Your  fex  is  c  H  A  P; 
<*  excluded  by  nature  from  the  toils  of  govern*  m^vir 
*^  ment.  How  could  you  combat,  how  could  you 
*^  anfwer,  the  Barbarians,  who,  with  hoftile  or 
*^  friendly  intentions,  may  approach  the  royal 
**  city?  May  heaven  avert  from  the  Roman  re- 
^^  public  this  national  di%race,which  would  pro- 
•*  vokethepatienceoftheflavesofPerfia."  Mar- 
tina delcended  from  the  throne  with  indignation, 
"^nd  fought  a  refuge  in  the  female  apartment  of 
the  palace.  The  reign  of  Conflantine  the  Third 
lafted  only  one  hundred  and  three  days :  he  ex- 
pired in  the  thirtiethyear  of  his  age^and,  although 
his  life  had  been  a  long  malady,  a  belief  was  en- 
tertained that  poifon  had  been  the  means,  and  his 
cruel  ftep-mother  the  author,  of  his  untimely  fate. 
Martina  reaped  indeed  the  harveft  of  his  death,  Heradeo- 
and  aflumed  the  government  in  the  name  of  the  ^^ .  ^ 
furviving  emperor ;  but  the  inceftuous  widow  of  May  %s* 
Heraclius  was  univerfally  abhorred;  the  jealouiy 
of  the  people  was  awakened,  and  the  two  orphans 
whmn  Conftantine  had  left,  became  the  objects 
of  the  public  care.  It  was  in  vain  that  the  fon  of 
Martina,  who  was  no  more  than  fifteen  years  of 
age,  was  taught  to  declare  himfelf  the  guardian 
of  his  nephews,  one  of  whom  he  had  prefented  at 
the  baptHmal  font:  it  was  in  vain  that  he  fwore 
on  the  wood  of  the  true  crofi,  to  defend  them 
againft  all  their  enemies.  On  his  death-bed  the 
late  Emperor  dilpatched  a  trufty  fervant  to  arm 
the  troops  and  provinces  of  the  Eaft  in  the  de- 
fence of  his  helplefs  children :  the  eloquence  and 
fiberality  of  Valentin  had  been  fuccefsful,  and 
from  his  campof  Chalcedon,  he  boldly  demanded 

the 
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CHAP,  the  punilliment  of  the  affaffiiis,  and  the  reftora- 
XLVIIL  ^^^  ^f  ti^g  ij^^fyl  j^^j^^     'Pj^g  licence  of  the  fol- 

diers  who  devoured  the  grapes  and  drank  the 
wine  of  their  Afiatic  vineyards,  provoked  the 
citizens  of  Conftantinople  againft  the  domeftic 
authors  of  their  calamities,  and  the .  dome,  of 
St.Sophia  re-echoed, not  with  prayers  and  hymns, 
but  with  tlie  clamours  and  imprecations  of  an 
enraged  multitude.  At  their  imperious  com- 
.  mand,  Heraclebnas  appeared  in  the  pulpit  with*- 
the  eMeft  of  the  royal  orphans ;  Conftans  alone 
was  faluted  as  Emperor  of  the  Romans,  and  a 
crown  of  gold,  which  had  been  taken  from  the 
tomb  of  Her^clius,  was  placed  on  his  head,  with 
the  folemn  benedi6tion  of  the  patriarch;  But  in 
the  tumult  of  j6y  and  indignation,  the  church  was 
pillaged,  the  fan^uary  was  polluted  by  .a  prpmif. 
cuous,  crowd  of  Jews  and  Barbarians  ;  and  the 
Monothelite  Pyrrhus,  a  creature  of  the  Emprefs, 
after  dropping  a  proteft ation  on  the  altar,  efcaped 
by  a  prudent  flight  from  the  zeal  of  the  Catholics. 
A  more  feridus  and  bloody  talk  was  referved  for 
the  fenatej  who  derived  a  temporary  ftrepgth 
from  the  confent  of  the  foldiers  and  people. 
The  fpirit  of  Roman  freedom  revived  the  a,ncient 
and  awful  examples  of  the  judgment  of  tyrants, 
and  the  Imperial  culprits  were  depofed  and  con- 
demned as  the  authors  of  the  death  of  Conftan- 
Punifli-  tine.  But  the  feverity  of  the  confcript  fathers 
ment  of  ^^s,  ftaincd  by  the  indifcriminate  punifliment  of 
and  Hera,  the  innoccut  and  the  guilty:  Martina  and  Hera- 
cieonas,  cleonas  were  fentenced  to  the  amputation,  the 
Septembm  fwmer  of  her  tongue,  the  latter  of  his  npfe ;  and  ^ 
after  this  cruel  execution,  they  confumed  the  re* 

mainder 
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xnainder  of  their  days  in  exile  and  oblivion.  The  chap. 
Greeks,  who  were  Capable  of  refledlion,  might    xlviii. 
find  fome  confolation  for  their  fervitude,  by  ob- 
ferving  the  abufe  of  power  when  it  was  lodged 
for  a  moment  in  the  hands  of  an  ariftocracy. 

We  fliall  imagine  ourfelves  tranfported  five  ConftausH. 
hundred  years  backwards  to  the  age  of  the  An-  ^'^'^f^^' 
tonines,  if  wef  liften  to  the  oration  which  Con« 
ftans  II.  pronounced  in  the  twelfth  year  of  his 
age  before  the  Byzantine  fenate.     After  return- 
ing his  thanks  for  the  juft  punifhment  of  the 
aflaffinsjwho  had  intercepted  the  faireft  hopes  of 
his  father's  reign^  "  By  the  divine  Providence," 
faid  the  young  Emperor, "  and  by  your  righteous 
*'  decree,  Martina  and  her  inceftuous  progeny 
"  have  been  caft  headlong  from  the  throne- 
**  Your  majefty  arid  wifdom  have  prevented  the 
^*  Roman  Hate  from  degenerating  into  lawlefs 
'*  tyranny.     I  therefore  exhort  and  befeech  you 
^'  to  ftand  forth  as  the  counfellors  and  judges  of 
"  the  common  fafety.'*     The  fenj^tors  were  gra- 
tified by  the  refpe6lful  addrefs  and  liberal  dona- 
tive of  their  fovereign ;  but  thefe  fervile  Greeks 
were  unworthy  and  regardlefs  of  freedom  j  and 
in  his  mind,  the  leffon  of  an  hour  was  quickly 
.crazed  by  the  prej  udices  of  the  age  and  the  habita 
of  defpotifm.      He  retained  only  a  jealous  fear 
left  the  fenate  or  people  fhould  one  day  invade 
the  light  of  primogeniture,  and  feat  his  brother 
.Theodofius  on  an  equal  throne.     By  the  impo-* 
iition  of  holy  orders,  the  grandfon  of  Heraclius 
was  difqualified  for  the  purple ;  but  this;  cere- 
mony, which  feemed  to  profane  the  facraments 

of 
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e  H  A  P.  of  the  church,  was  infufficient  to  appeafe  the  fut 
XLVic^  picions  of  the  tyrant,  and  the  death  of  the  dea- 
con  Theodofius  could  alone  expiate  the  crime  of 
his  royal  birth.  His  tnurder  was  avenged  by 
the  imprecations  of  the  people,  and  the  affaffin, 
in  the  fulnefs  of  power,  was  driven  from  his 
capital  into  voluntary  and  perpetual  exile.  Con- 
ftans  embarked  for  Greece  ;  and,  as  if  he  meant 
to  retort  the  abhorrence  which  he  deferved,  lie 
is  faid,  from  the  Imperial  galley,  to  have  Ipit 
againft  the  walls  of  his  native  city.  After  paffing 
the  winter  at  Athens,  he  failed  to  Tarentum  in 
Italy,  vifited  Rome,  and  concluded  a  long  pil- 
grimage of*  dilgrace  and  iacrilegious  rapine,  by 
£xing  his  refidence  at  Syracufe.  But  if  Conftans 
could  fly  from  his  people,  he  could  not  fly  from 
himfelf.  The  remorfe  of  his  confcience  created 
a  phantom  who  purfued  him  by  land  and  fea,  by 
day  and  by  night;  and  the  vifionary  Theodofius^ 
prefentiiig  to  faisUiips  a  cup  of  blood,  faid,  or 
feemed  to  fay,  "  Drink,  brother,  drink,'*  a  fure 
emblem  of  the  aggravation  of  his  guilt,  fince  he 
had  received  from  the  hands  of  the  deacon  the 
myfl:ic  cup  of  the  blood  of  Chrifl:.  Odious  to 
himfelf  smd  to  mankind,  Confl:ans  periflied  by  do- 
meflic^  pel  haps  by  epifcopal,  treafon,  in  the  ca* 
pital  of  Sicily.  A  fervant  who  waited  in  the  bath, 
after  pouring  warm  water  on  his  head,  ftruck  him 
vidlently  with  the  vafe.  He  fell,  fl^unned  by  the 
blow^and  fuflfocated  by  the  water;  and  his  attend- 
ants, who  wondered  at  the  tedious  delay,  beheld 
with  indifference  the  corpfe  of  their  lifelefs  em- 
peror. Tfhe  troops  of  Sicily  invefted  with  the 
II  purple 
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puTfit  an  obicure  youth, whofe  inimitaUQ  beauty  c  h  A  K 
eluded^  and  it  might  eafily  elude,  the  declining   xlvhl 
art  of  the  painters  and  fculptors  of  the  age.  '—"^r*^ 

Conflans  had  left  in  theByzantine  palace  three  ConfUn- 
fans,  the  eldeft  of  whom  had  been  clothed  in  his  ^neiv. 
infancy  with  the  purple.  When  the  father  fum-  ^Ts^. 
moned  them  to  attend  his  perfon  in  Sicily,  thefe  September. 
precious  hoftages  were  detained  by  the  Greeks, 
and  a  firm  refulal  informed  him  that  they  were 
the  children  of  the  ftate.  The  news  of  his  mur- 
der was  conveyed  with  almoft  fupernatural  ^eed 
&€fei  Syracufe  to  Conftantinople ;  and  Conftan- 
tine,  the  eldeft  of  his  fons,  inherited  his  throne 
without  being  the  heir  of  the  public  hatred* 
His  fubje^ts  contributed  with  zeal  and  alacrity, 
to  chaftife  the  guilt  and  prefumption  of  a  pro^ 
vince  which  had  ufurped  the  rights  of  the  fenate 
and  the  people ;  the  young  Emperor  failed  from 
the  Hellefpont  with  a  powerful  fleet ;  and  the 
legions  of  Rome  an4  Carthage  were  a£fembled 
under  his  fUndard  in  the  harbour  oi  Syracufe* 
The  defeat  of  the  Sicilian  tyrant  was  eafy»  his 
puniihment  juit,^and  his  beauteous  head  was  ex- 
pofed  in  the  hippodrome :  but  I  cannot  applaud 
the  clemency  of  a  prince,  who,  among  a  crowd 
of  vi^lima,  comdemned  the  fon  of  a  patrician  for 
deploring  with  fome  bitternefs,  the  execution  of 
a  virtuous  father.  The  youth  was  caftrated;  he 
jOurvived  the  operation^  and  the  memory  of  this 
indecent  cruelty  is  preferved  by  the  devation  of 
Geroakani^s  to  the  rank  of  a  patriarck  and  faint. 
After  pouring  tlm  Ubody  Hbation  on  his  &Xhev'w 
t0mb»  Conftanti(M  seturhed  to  his  capital^  and 
tbf»  growth  of  his  youc^  beard  during  the  Sicttian 

voyage, 
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CHAP,  voyage,  was  announced  by  the  familiar  furnaine 
^^^^  of  Pogonatus,  to  the  Grecian  world.  But  his 
reign,  like  that  of  his  predeceifofjWas  flained  with 
fraternal  difcord.  On  his  two  brothers,  Heraclius 
and  Tiberiusj  he  had  beftowed  the  title  of  Au- 
guftus:  an  empty  title,  for  they  continued  to 
languifh,  without  truft  or  power,  in  the  folitude 
of  the  palace.  At  their  fecret  iniligation,  the 
troops  of  the  Anatolian  theme  or  province,  ap- 
proached the  city  on  the  Afiatic  fide,  demanded 
for  the  royal  brothers,  the  partition  or  exercife 
of  fovereignty,  and  fupported  their  feditious 
claim  by  a  theological  argument.  They  were 
Chriftians  (they  cried) j  and  orthodox  Catholics ; 
the  fincere  votaries  of  the  holy  and  undivided 
Trinity.  Since  there  are  three  equal  perfons  in 
heaven,  it  is  reafonable  there  Ihould  be  three 
equal  peribns  upon  earth*  The  Emperor  invited 
thefe  learned  divines  to  a  friendly  conference,  in 
which  they  might  propofe  their  arguments  to  the 
lenate  j  they  obeyed  the  fummons,  but  the  pro- 
fjpe6t  of  their  bodies  hanging  on  the  gibbet  in  the 
fuburb  of  Galata,  reconciled  their  cojpnpanions  to 
the  unity  of  the  reign  of  Conftantine.  He  par- 
doned his  brothers, and  their  names  were ftill  pro- 
nounced  in  the  public  acclamations  :  but  on  the 
I'epetition  or  fufpicion  of  a  fimilar  offence,  the  ob-- 
noxious  princes  were  deprived  of  their  titles  and 
nofes,  in  theprefence  of  the  Catholic  biftiops  who 
were  aflembled  at  Conftantinople  in  the  fixth  ge- 
neral iynod.  In  the  clde  of  his  life,  Pogonatus 
was  anxious  only  to  eftabliih  the  right  of  primo* 
geniture  :  the  hahr  of  his  two  fons  Juilinian  and 
Heradius,  was  offered  on  thefhrineof  St.Peter, 
4^^  aa. 
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as  a  iymbol  of  their  fpiritual  adoption  by  the  chap. 
pope ;  but  the  elder  was  alone  exalted  to  the  rank  ,  ^^^^j 
of  Auguftus  and  the  alTurance  of  the  empire. 

After  the  deceafe  of  his  father,  the  inheritance  Jufti- 
of  the  Roman  world  devolved  to  Juftinian  II. ;  AJC)!^68f. 
^nd  the  name  of  a  triumphant  lawgiver  was  dif-  Septem- 
honoured  by  the  vices  of  a  boy,  who  imitated  ^^' 
his  namefake  only  in  the  expenfive  luxury  of 
'  buildings  His  paffions  were  ftrong ;  his  under- 
ftanding  was  feeble;  and  he  was  intoxicated  with 
a  foolifli  pride,  that  his  birth  had  given  him  the 
command  of  millions,  of  whom  the  fmalleft  com- 
munity would  not  have  chofen  him  for  their  local 
magiilr^te.  His  favourite  miniilers  were  two 
beings  the  lead  fufceptible  of  human  fympathy ; 
an  eunuch  and  a  monk;  to  the  one  he  abandoned 
the  palace,  to  the  other  the  finances ;  the  former 
correfted  the  Emperor's  mother  with  a  fcourge, 
the  latter  fuipended  the  infolvent  tributaries, 
with  their  heads  downwards,  over  a  flow  and 
imoaky  fire.  Since  the  days  of  Commodus  and  . 
Caracalla,  the  cruelty  of  the  Roman  princes  had 
inoft  commonly  been  the  effe6l  of  their  fear ; 
but  Juftinian,  who  pofleffed  fome  vigour  of 
character,  Apjoyed  the  fufierings,  and  braved 
the  revenge,  of  his  fubje6ls  about  ten  years,  till 
the  meafure  was  full,  of  his  crimes  and  of  their 
patience.  In  a  dark  dungeon,  Leontius,  a  gene- 
ral of  reputation  ^  had  groaned  above  three  years 
with  fome  of  the  nobleft  and  moft  deferving  of 
the  patricians:  he  was  fuddenly  drawn  forth  to 
aflfume  the  government  of  Greece;  and  this  pro- 
motion of  an  injured  man  was  a  mark  of  the  coor; 
^OL.  IX.  .  c  tempt 
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CUAP.  tetilipti-atfaief than 6f the c(Dnfidei]iCeoflii»pl4'ace» 
2SL)  ^^  ^^  ^^^  foltoured  to  the  port  by  tbe  kiftd  oflScc* 
of  his  frreBds,  Leontius  obferved  with«  figh  thmfc 
he  was  a  vi^im  adorned  f(yr  ik^rifi<^  and  that 
inevitable  d^ath  wouid  putib«  hk  iilotftepB» 
They  ventured  tx>  reply,  that  glory  aad  ^efiapiM 
might  be  the  rexx>fiipetice  of  a  g^necous  r^felu^ 
tion ;  that  every  oi'der  of  men  alMiorr^  the  reigm 
of  a  mo«ifter ;  and  that  the  hafids  oiVwo  twodred 
thoufand  patriots  expected  ^l^y  ttte  voice  of  a 
leader.  The  night  was  cbofen  for  their  4eliv«r«: 
a^ice ;  *  atid  itk  the  firft  effinrt  of  the  Ca^n^iratoffS) 
the  precfe£t  w^  ilain,  aeid  the  prifons  were  fcflrced 
opda :  the  emifTsries  of  LeoMias  proalaisi^  ui 
every  ftreet^  "  Chriftiana,  to  St.  Sc^phia  ;*'  aM 
the  fea;fonable  text  of  the  pMriarch^  ^^  this  is  the, 
day  of  the  Lord !"  was  tlte  prelude  ^f  a»  inflam- 
iflatory  fermoB.  From  the  cbaiich  1)he  people 
adjourned  to  the  hippodfoiDe:  Jufttmad,  iti 
trhofe  <caufe  iaot  a  fword  had  beeci  drawtn,  MrM 
dragged  bdibre  thefe  tumiik>uary  ju^ges^  4wd 
their  clamours  dc^manded  the  iMaM  death  <f£ 
the  tyrant.  Bttt  Leontiuir,  who  was  alroa^y 
dotbed  with  the  pui^le^  caft  an  cjye  <rf  pity  «a 
tlie  prdilrate  ion  of  his  own  be»e^i£tor  and  4if 
ib  many  emperors.  Tlie  life  df  JuAiniiui  w» 
^red.^  the  amputation  of  his  nofe,  perhi^  of 
bis  tongue^  was  impeife6lly  per<fermedc  the 
happy  fie:ribility  of  the  Greek  laf]|giiagis  ceifld 
impofe  the  tiame  of  Rhitiotitietus;;  md  Uie  tnutt- 
laited  tyrant  was  baniihed  to  Cheiibiue  in  Crkn^ 
Tartary,  a  lonely  fettlement^  where  eom^  wimt. 
aiid  oily  were  imported  as  fore^n  luxifi^ies. 

4  On 


On  the  ed^  of  the  Scythian  wilderaefe,  Jufti-  CHAP, 
nian  iliH  cheriflied  the  pride  of  his  birth  and  thfe  ^^^'^ 
hope  of  his  reftoratioYi.  After  three  years  exile.  His  exile, 
he  received  the  pleafing  inteliigence  that  his  in-  ^^' 
jury  was  avenged  by  a  fecond  revolution,  arid  '^ 
that  Leontius  in  his  turn  had  been  dethroned 
and  mutilated  by  the  rebel  Apfimar,  who  affumed 
the  more  refpefitable  name  of  Tiberius.  But 
the  claim  of  lineal  fucceflion  was  ftill  formidable 
to  a  plebeian  ufurperj  and  his  jealoufy  was 
stimulated  by  the  complaints  and  charges  of  the 
Cberfonites,  who  beheld  the  vices  of  the  tyrant 
in  the  (pint  of  the  exile*  With  a  band  of  fol- 
lowers, attached  to  his  perfon  by  common  hope 
or  common  defpair,  Juftinian  fled  from  the  in- 
hofpitable  Ihore  to  the  hord  of  the  Chozara,  who 
pitched  their  tents  between  the  Tanais  and 
Boryfthenes.  The  khan  entertained  with  pity 
and  refpeft  the  royal  fiippliant:  Phanagoriaj 
once  an  opulent  city  on  the  Afiatic  fide  of  the 
lake  Moeotis,  was  affigned  for  his  refidencej 
and  every  Roman  prejudice  was  ftifled  in  his 
marriage  with  the  After  of  the  Barbarian,  who 
feems,  however,  from  die  name  of  Tlieodora,  to 
h«ve  received  the  facrament  of  baptifm.  But 
the  feithlefi  Cho^ar  was  foon  tempted  by,  the 
gold  of  Conftantinople ;  and  had  not  the  defign 
been  revealed  by  the  conjugal  love  of  Theodora^ 
her  huflband  muft  have  been  affaffinated,  or  be* 
trayed  into  the  power  of  his  enemies.  Aftef 
flrangling,  with  his  own  hands,  the  two  emiP 
ISiriesof  the  fchari,  Juftinian  fent  back  his  wife 
to  her  brother,  and  embarked  on  the  Euxine  iA 
feairch  of  new  a;nd  more  faithful  tdties.   His  veffel 
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c  H  A  ?•  was  affaulteJ  by  a  violent  tempell ;,  and  one  of 
^  ^    _.  his  pious  companions  advifed  him  to  deferve  the 
mercy  of  God  by  a  vow  of  general  forgivenefs, 
if  he  Ihould  be  reftored  to  the  throne.     "  Of  for- 
**  givenefs  ?**  replied  the  intrepid  tyrant ;  ^*  may 
**  I  perifli  this  inftant — ^may  the  Almighty  whelm 
**  me  in  the  waves — ^if  I  confent  to  fpare  a  fingle 
"  head  of  my  enemie^i!"      He  furvived  this 
impious  menace,  failed  into  the  mouth  of  the 
Danube,  trufted  his  pei'fon  in  the  royal  village  of 
the  Bulgarians,and  purchafed  the  aid  of  Terbelis, 
a  Pagan  conqueror,  by  the  promife  of  his  daugh- 
ter and  a  fair  partition  of  the  treafures  of  the 
.empire.    The  Bulgarian  kingdom  extended  to 
the  confines  of  Thrace ;  and  the  two  princes  be- 
iieged  Conftantinople  at  the  head   of  fifteen 
thoufand  horfe.     Apfimar  was  difmayed  by  the  . 
iudden  and  hofliile  apparition  of  his  rival,  whofe 
head  had  been  promifed  by  the  Chozar,  and  of 
whofe  evafion  he  was  yet  ignorant.     After  an 
abfence  of  ten  years,  the  crimes  of  Jufi;iman 
were  faintly  remembered,  and  the  birth  and 
misfortunes  of  their  hereditary  fovereign  excited 
the  pity  of  the  multitude,  ever  difcontented  with 
the  ruling  powers ;  and  by  the  a6live  diligence 
of  his  adherents  he  was  introduced  into  the  city 
and  palace  of  Conftantine. 
Mis  refto-        In  rewarding  his  allies  and  recalling  his  wife, 
r^^n  and  j^ftiniau  difplaycd^omc  fenfe  of  honour  and  gra* 
A.b.     titude ;  and  Terbelis  retired,  after  fweeping  away 
705—711.  an  heap  of  gold  coin,  which  he  meafured  with  his 
Scythian  whip.  Butneverwasvowmorereligioufly 
performed  than  the  facred  oath  of  revenge  which 
he  had  fworn  amidft  the  ftorms  of  the  Euxine. 
;  Th« 
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The  two  ufurpers,  for  I  muft  referve  the  name  chap. 
of  tyrant  for  the  conqueror,  were  dragged  into  ^^^^^^ 
the  hippodrome,  the  one  from  his  prifon,  the 
other  from  his  palace.  Before  their  execution, 
Leontius  and  Apfimar  were  call  proftrate  in 
chains  beneath  the  throne  of  the  Emperor ;  and 
Juftinian,  planting  a  foot  on  each  of  their  necks 
contemplated  above  an  hour  the  chariot-race, 
while  the  inconftant  people  fhouted,  in  the  words 
of  the  Pfalmift,  "  Thou  (halt  trample  on  the  afp 
'*  and  bafililk,  and  on  the  lion  and  dragon  fhalt 
^  thou  fet  thy  foot  !*'  The  univerfal  defeftion 
which  he  had  once  experienced  might  provoke 
him  to  repeat  the  wifli  of  Caligula,  that  the  Ro- 
man  people  had  but  one  head.  Yet  I  Ihall  pre- 
fume  to  obferve,  that  fuch  a  wifli  is  unworthy  of 
an  ingenious  tyrant,  fince  his  revenge  and  cru- 
elty would  have  been  extinguiflied  by  a  fingle 
blow,  inftead  of  the  flow  variety  of  tortures  which 
Juftinian  infli6led  on  the  vi6lims  of  his  anger. 
Hispleafures  were  inexhaufl:ible:  neither  private 
virtue  nor  public  fervice  could  expiate  the  guilt 
of  a6tive,  or  even  paflive,  obedience  to  an  efta- 
blifhed  government ;  and  during  the  fix  years  of 
his  new  reign,  he  confidered  the  axe,  /the  cord, 
.and  the  rack,  as  the  only  infl:ruments  of  royalty. 
But  his  mbft  implacable  hatred  was  pointed 
againft  the  Cherfonites,  who  had  infulted  his 
exile  and  violated  the  laws  of  hofpitality.  Their 
remote  fituation  afforded  fome  means  of  defence, 
dr  at  lead  of  efcape ;  and  a  grievous  tax  w  as  im- 
pofed  on  Conftantinople,  to  fupply  the  prepara- 
tions of  a  fleet  and  army.  "All  are  guilty,  and 
"  all  muft  perifli,"  was  the  mandate  of  Jufl;i- 
c  3  •  nian ; 
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c  HAP.  9im  ;  and  the  bloody  ^ectition  was  entfufted 
v^3^  *^  ^^^  favourite  Stephen,  who  was recommenddd 
by  the  epithet  of  the  favage.  Yet  even  the 
jiavage  Stephen  imperfe6tly  accompliflied  the  in^ 
tentiong  of  his  fovereign.  The  flowneft  of  hi$ 
attack  allowed  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabil;$2rts 
to  withdraw  into  the  couiitry ;  and  the  minifter 
of  vengeance  contented  hiaofelf  with  reducmg^ 
the  youth  of  both  fexes  to  a  ftate  af  fervitade, 
with  roafting  alive  feven  of  the  principid  €itisiefif» 
with  drowmng  twenty  in  the  fea,  and  with  re- 
ferving  forty «twD  in  chains  to  receive  their  d^wrn 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Emperor.  In  their  X0^ 
turn,  the  fleet  was  driven  ^n  the  rocky  ibof^aof 
Anatolia;  and  Juilinian  applauded  the  obedie9<)e 
l»f  the  Euxine,  \vhich  had  involved  fo  many  thou* 
fands  of  his  AibJeS;s  .and  enemies  in  a  coiafi^on 
Ihipwreck ;  but  the  tyrant  was  ftill  infatiate  of 
bdood  ;  and  a  fecond  ex|>editioa  was  c^amanded 
\o  eKtirp^tte  the  remains  of  the  pTofcribed  co** 
kmy.  In  the  (hort  interval,  the  Chei'A>nit.ea  hail 
returned  to  their  city,  and  were  prepared  to  die 
in  arms ;  the  khan  ol'  the  Chozar«  had  renoanced 
the  oaufe  of  his  odious  bi  other ;  the  exiies  of 
every  province  were  aflembled  in  Tauris ;  aQd 
Bardane^,  under  the  name  of  Philippicus,  wan 
invefted  with  the  purple.  The  Imperial  troops,, 
vnwiUin^  and  unable  to  perpetrate  the  revenge 
of  Juftinian,  efcaped  hiadiipleafureby  abjuring 
his  allegiance :  the  Hoot,  undm*  their  new  £ove« 
reign>  ileered  back  a  more  ampioioua  courie  to 
the  harbours  of  Sinope  and  Conftantinoi^e ;  and 
every  tongue  was  prompt  to  pronounce,  overy 
hand  to  ewcute,  the  death  of  the  tyra»t,    Det 

tituter 
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titute  Qf  friend**  he  w»3  (Jeferted  by  his  Bdrbor  chap. 
ri»ii  gu^if4« ;  and  thp  ftroke  of  the  »ff»0S«  w^a  XLvm. 
praJfed  ^  «tt  ^61  ef  patriojtifin  ^nd  Boaaan  virtue.       '^ 
His  ft>n  Tiberius  hj^d  takea  rt^fuge  in  a  church  j 
h}9  9^S^  grandmother  guarded  the  door  •,  and 
th^  innocents  youths  fufyending  round  his  neck 
the  vi^  for9)id$ible  r^cs,  embraced  with  one 
hmA  the  altar,  with  the  other  the  wood  of  the 
tvwi  crofs.    Slut  the  popular  fury  that  dares  to 
^axpple  op  iUpei^ition,  is  deaf  to  the  carles  of 
humanity ;  and  the  race  of  Her^^lius  was  ex- 
tinguiihed  after  a  reig'Q  of  o^e  hundred  years* 

B^ween  the  fall  f>f  the  He^^acUan  ^^nd  the  rife  Phiiippi- 
of  the  Ilauri^a  dyiw^fty,  a  flv>rt  interval  of  fijj:  ^^'^ 
years  is  divided  into  three  reigns*  Bardapes,  or  December! 
{^ippi^w,  was  hailed  at  Conftantinople  as  aa 
hero  who  ^ad  delivered  bis  country  from  a  ty* 
rsi^ti  ^od  b$  might  tafte  fame  moments  of  hap- 
jMBeft  in  the  ftcft  tr^pfporta  oif'  fl^eere  and  uw- 
vwfel  joy.  Juftiniap  bad  Mi  beW«d  biip  an 
♦mjJ»  treaflwe*  the  fr«it  of  cruelty  and  rapine : 
Jbttt  this  ufefpl  fi;ind  wap  fow  a^d  idly  diiSpated 
jby  bi$  fwwefior,  Op  the  feftival  of  bis  birth- 
day, J^ilippieua  optertaiped  the  ipuliitude  with 
the  gaw^a  of  the  hippodrome  j  fropa  tb^pce  he 
paraded  thrgi^gh  th^  ftTeets  with  a  tboqfand 
bamp^rs  apd  a  tbowiapd  tr^n^pets ;  refrefteid  biw- 
ib\f  ip  the  baths  of  Zeu^pppys,  apd^  wturpipg 
to  ,tb^  palaw#  eptertaiped  his  nobles  with  a 
AtwptlH)i^f^  banvqpQt*  At  the  ipendiap  bopr  be 
iwtbdrew  to  his  chamber,  iptQ3^iqat«d  with  flat- 
tery apd  mn9^  apd  forgetful  that  hi^  ^^aniple 
iad  Bftade  evwy  fpbj?^  aipbitiouSfl,  apd  tl^t 
every  ambitious  fubje6J;  w^  hi^i  ftt^y^t  «BfinBy. 
c  4  Some 
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CHAP.  Some  bold  confpirators  introduced  themfelves  irt 
XLViiI.  i\^Q  diforder  of  the  feaft ;  and  the  flurabering 
monarch  was  furprifed,  bound,   blinded,    and 
depofed,  before  he  was  fenfible  of  his  dangen 
Anafta-      Yet  the  traitors  were  deprived  of  their  reward ; 
a.d!  713,  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  voice  of  the  fenate  and  people  pro- 
June  4-      moted  Artemius  from  the  office  of  fecretary  to 
that  of  emperor :  heaffumed  the  title  of  Anafta- 
fius  the  Second,  and  difplayed  in  a  fhort  and 
troubled  reign  the  virtues  both  of  peace  and 
war.     But,  after  the  extin6tion  of  the  Imperial 
line,  the  rule  of  obedience  was  violated,   and 
every  change  difRifed  the  feeds  of  new  revolu- 
tions.    In  a  mutiny  of  the  fleet,  an  obfcure  and 
relu6lant  officer  of  the  revenue  was  forcibly  in- 
verted with  the  purple  :  after  fome  months  of  a 
naval  war,  Anaftafius  refigned  the  fceptre  j  and 
Tteodo-    the  conqueror,  Theodofius  the  Third,  fubmitted 
A  D^ii6  ^^  ^^^  turn  to  the  fuperior  afcendant  of  Leo,  the 
January,     general  and  emperor  of  the  Oriental   troops. 
His  two  predeceffors  were  permitted  to  embrace 
the  ecclefiaftical  profeffion:  the  reftlefs  impa- 
tience of  Anaftafius  tempted  him  to  rilk  and  to 
lofe  his  life  in  a  treafonable  enterprife ;  but  the 
laft  days  of  Theodofius  were  honourable  and 
fecure.     The  fingle  fublime  word,  "  health,*' 
which  he  infcribed  on  his  tomb,  exprefles  the 
confidence  of  philofophy  or  religion  j  aiid  the 
/  fame  of  his  miracles  was  long  preferved  among 

the  people  of  Ephefus.  This  convenient  flielter 
of  the  church  might  fometimes  impofe  a  leflbn 
of  clemency ;  but  it  may  "be  queftioned  whether 
it  is  for  the  public  intereft  to  diminiih  the  perils 
of  unfucceisful  ambition. 

I  have 
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I  have  dwelt  on  the  fall  of  a  tyrant;  I  fliall  ^^• 

briefly  reprefent  the  founder  of  a  nfew  dynafty,  < ^^ 

who  is  known  to  pofterity  by  the  invedtives  of  Leo  in. 
his  enemies,  andwhofe  public  and  private  life  is 


ruaif 


involved  in  the  ecclefiaftical  ftoryof  the  Icono-  A.D.7J8. 
clafts.     Yet  in  fpite  of  the  clamours  of  fuperfti*  ^**^  *^- 
tion,  a  favourable  prejudice  for  the  charafter  of 
Leo  the  Ifaurian,  may  be  reafonabiy  drawn  from 
the  obfcurity  of  his  birth,  and  the  duration  of 
his  reign.  — I.  In  an  age  of  manly  Ipirit,  the  pro- 
fpeft  of  an  Imperial  reward  would  have  kindled 
every  energy  of  the  mind,  and  produced  a  crowd 
of  competitors  as  deferving  as  they  were  defirous 
to  reign.    Even  in  the  corruption  and  debility 
of  the  modern  Greeks,  the  elevation  of  a  ple- 
beian from  the  laft  to  the  firft  rank  of  fociety, 
fuppofes  ibme  qualifications  above  the  level  of 
the  multitude.     He  would  probably  be  ignorant 
and  difdainful  of  fpeculative  fcience ;  and,  in  the 
purfuit  6f  fortune,  he  might  abfolve  himfelf  from 
the  obligations  of  benevolence  and  jufticer  but 
to  his  charafiler  we  may  afcribe  the  ufeful  vir- 
tues of  prudence  and  fortitude,  the  knowledge 
of  mankind,  and  the  important  art  of  gaining 
their  confidence  and  directing  their  paffions.    It 
is  agreed  that  Leo  was  a  native  of  likuria^  and 
that  Conon  was  his  primitive  name.     The  wri- 
ters,   whofe  awkward  fatire   is  praife,  defcribe 
him  as  an  itinerant  pedlar,  Who  drove  an  ais 
with  fome  paltry  merchandize  to  the  country 
fairs ;   and  fpoliflily  relate  that  he  met  on  the 
road  fome  Jewifli  fortune-tellers,  who  promifed 
him  the  Roman  empire,  on  condition  that  he 
ihould  abolifh  the  worfliip  of  idols«     A  more 

probable 


i6  THE  DECW^E  AN©  WAhh 

c  H  A  Ft  probable  ftccouQt  relates  the  migration  of  his 
t,^^^  father  frcw  Afia  Minor  to  Thrace,  where  her 
^nerQifkA  the  lucrative  trade  of  a  grazier;  and  h^ 
muft  hav^  acquired  coniiderable  wealthy  fipc0 
the  iiril  introduction  of*  his  fon  was  procured  by 
a  <Upply  of  five  buadred  Iheep  to  the  Imperial 
camp*  Hift  iiril  fervice  was  m  the  guards  of 
Juftiniantwber^  he  foon  attracted  the  notice^  $uid 
by  degrees  the  jealoyfy  of  the  tyrants  His  valour 
and  dexterity  were  confpicuous  in  the  Colcbian 
war;  from  Anaftafius  he  received  the  command 
^f  the  Anatolian  legions,  and  by  the  fuffrage  of 
the  foldiers  be  was  raifed  to  the  empire  with  the 
/  general  applaufe  of  the  Roman  world.  — ^IL  In 

thisdangerouis  elevatiQn,Leo  tbeTbird  fnpportcrd 
him&lf  againd  the  envy  of  bis  equals,  Ijiie  di& 
wntent  of  a  powerful  faiStion,  and  tb^alTaidts  of 
bia  foreign  and   domeftic  enemies.    The  Ca* 
tbolics,  who  accufe  his  religious  innorations, 
are  obliged  to  confefs  that  they  were  undortakj^n 
wirfi  temper  and  condu^d  with  firmneia^.  Their 
filence  refpe<5b3  the  wifdom  of  his  adminiftration 
and  the  purity  of  his  manners.    After  a  reign  of 
twenty-four  years,  be  peaceably  expired  in  the 
palace  of  Conilantinople ;  and  the  purple  which 
he  hadaiC^uired,  was  tranftnitted  by  the  right  of 
iwberitance  to  the  third  generatign. 
Conftan-        In  a  Jong  reign  of  thirty-four  years  the  fcn  and 
£rl'     fucceifor otXeo,  Conftantine  the  Fifth,  furnamed 
mus,  ^   Copronyrowsj,  attacked  with  lefs  temperate  ^eai 
fmeis^^*  the  imager  or  idols  of  the  church*    Their,  vota^ 
™* '  *    ricfl  have  exhaulled  the  bitterneis  of  rehgioujj 
gall,  in  tbeir  portrait  of  thisj(pottedp«ntber,  tbi^ 
antichrift ,  thi9  flying  dragon  of  the  fwpent'n  fepid 

who 
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who  furpaffed  the  vices  of  Elags^alus  and  Nero,  c  h  A  P. 
His  reign  waa  a  long  butchery  of  whatever  was  ^y^\ 
moft  noUe,  or  holy,  or  innocent,  in  his  empire. 
In  perfon,  the  Emperor  a0i(led  at  the  execution 
of  his  viftims,  furveyed  their  agonies,  liftened 
to  their  groans,  and  indulged,  without  fatiating* 
ills  appd:ite  for  blood :  a  plate  of  nofes  was 
accepted  as  a  grateful  offering,  and  his  domeftici 
were  often  fcourged  or  mutilated  by  the  royal 
hand.  His  furname  was  derived  from  his  pol- 
lution of  his  baptifroal  font.  The  infant  might 
be  excuCbd ;  but  the  manly  pleafures  of  Copro*- 
nymus  degraded  him  below  the  level  of  a  brute } 
his  luft  confounded  the  eternal  di(lin3;ion$  of 
fex  and  fpecies ;  and  he  feemed  to  extra^  fom^ 
unnatural  delight  from  the  obje6ls  moft  of- 
fenfive  to  human  fenfe.  In  his  religion,  the 
Iconoclaii  was  an  Heretic,  a  Jew,  a  Mabo* 
metan,  a  Pagan,  and  an  Atheift ;  and  his  belief 
of  an  invifible  power  could  be  difcovered  only 
in  his  magic  rites,  human  vi^ims,  and  noo« 
tumal  facriiices  to  Venus  and  the  dsemons  of 
antiquity.  His  life  was  ftained  with  the  oioft 
o)>pofite  vices^  and  the  ulcers  which  covered  his 
body,  anticipated  before  his  death  the  fenti« 
ment  of  hell-tortures.  Of  thefe  accufattoiii^ 
which  I  have  fo  patiently  copied,  a  part  ia 
refuted  by  its  own  abfurdityj  and  in  t^e  pri. 
vate  anecdotes  of  the  life  of  princes,  the  lie  is 
more  eafy  as  the  deteiStion  is  more  difficult* 
Without  adopting  the  pemicious  maxim,  that 
wbere  much  is  alledged,  ibmetbing  muft  be 
true,  I  can  however  difcarn,  that  CoriftAfttiuQ 
tiie  Tdih  was  difiohite  and  crael,    -Caliimiify  it 

more 
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CHAP,  more  prone  to  exaggerate  than  to  invent;  and 
XLViiL    j^^j.  licentious  tongue  is  checked  in  fome  meafure 
by  the  experience  of  the  age  and  country  to 
which  (he  appeals.     Of  the  biftiops  and  monks, 
the  generals  and  magiftrates,  who  are  laid  to 
have  fuffered  under  his  reign,  the  numbers  are 
recorded,  the    names    were*  confpicuous,   th6 
execution  was  public,  the  mutilation  vifible  and 
permanent.     The  Catholics  hated  the  perfon 
and  government   of  Copronymus;    but   even 
their  hatred  is  a  proof  of  their  oppreffion.  They 
diffemble  the  provocations  which  might  excufe 
or  juftify  his  rigour,  but  even  thefe  provocations 
muftgradually  inflame  his  refentment,  and  harden 
his  temper  in  the  ufe  or  the  abufe  of  defpotifm. 
Yet  the  chara6ler  of  the  fifth  Conftantine  was 
not  devoid  of  merit,  nor  did  his  government 
always  deferve  the  curfes  or  the  contempt  of 
the  Greeks.     From  the  confeffion  of  his  ene- 
mies, I  am  informed  of  the  refloration  of  an 
ancient   aquedudt,   of  the   redemption  of  two 
thoufand  five  hundred  captives ;  of  the  uncomt 
mon  plenty  of  the  times,  and  of  the  new  colo- 
nies witli  which  he  repeopled  Conftantinopte 
and  the    Thracian   cities.      They    reluctantly 
praife  his  a6livity  and  courage;    he    was    on 
borfeback  in  the  field  at  the  head  of  his  legions ^ 
and,   although    the    fortune  of  his  arms  was 
various,  he  triumphed  by  fea  and  land,  on  the 
Euphrates  and  the  Danube,  in  civil  and  Bar« 
barian  war.    Heretical  praife  mufl  be  caft  into 
the  fcale,  to  counterbalance  the  weight  of  or- 
thodox invedlive.    The  Iconoclalls  revered  the 
virtues  of  the  prince:  forty  years  after  liis  deaths 

they 
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Ihey  ilill  prayed  before  the  tomb  of  the  ikint  A  c  u  a  p. 
lairaculous  vifion  was  propagated  by  fanaticifm  or  ^VM*^^ 
fraud:  and  the  chriilian  hero  appeared  on  a  milk- 
white  Heed,  brandiihing  his  lance  againil  the 
pagans  of  Bulgaria:  "  An  abfurd  fable/*  fays  the 
Catholic  hiilorian,  *<  fince  Copronymus  is  chained 
"  with  the  daemons  in  the  abyfs  of  hell/* 

LeotheFourth,  the  fonof  the  fifth  and  thefather  Leo  iv. 
of  the  fixth  Conftantine,  was  of  a  feeble  conftitu-  ^'  J^^" 
tion  both  of  mind  and  body,  and  the  principal 
care  of  his  reign  was  the  fettlement  of  the/uccef- 
fiom  The  aflbciation  of  the  young  Conftantine 
was  urged  by  the  ofScious  zeal  of  his  fubjedls  ; 
andtheEmperor^confciousofhisdecayaComplied^ 
after  a  prudent  hefitation,  with  their  unanimous 
wifhes.  The  royal  infant,  at  the  age  of  five  years, 
was  crowned  with  his  mother  Irene;  and  the  na- 
tional con&nt  was  ratified  by  every  circumftance 
of  pomp  and  folemnity,  that  could  dazzle  the 
eyes,  or  bind  the  confcience,  of  the  Greeks. 
An  oath  of  fidelity  was  adminiftered  in  the  palace, 
the  church,  and  the  hippodrome,  to  the  feveral 
orders  of  the  ftate,  who  abjured  the  holy  names 
of  the  fon,  and  mother,  of  God,  ^^  Be  witnefi^ 
*«  O  Chrift !  that  we  will  watch  over  the  fafety  of 
"  Conftantine  the  Ibn  of  Leo,  expofe  our  lives  in 
'^  his  fervice,  and  bear  true  allegiance  to  his  per- 
**  fon  and  pofterity/*  They  pledged  their  faith 
on  the  wood  of  the  true  crofs,  and  the  a6l  of  their 
engagement  was  delpofited  on  the  altar  of  St.  So- 
phia. The  firft  to  fwear,  and  the  firft  to  violate 
their  oath,  were  the  five  fons  of  Copronymus  by  a 
fecond  marriage  j  and  the  ftory  of  thefe  princes 

is 
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C  R  A  P.  IS  fingular  and  tragic.  The  right  of  priftiogfe^ 
.^^^^V.  nitufe  excluded  them  from  the  throne  ;  the  in* 
juftke  of  their  elder  brother  defraoded  them  «f  a 
legacy  of  about  two  tnillions  fterting;  fome  vain 
titles  were  not  deemed  a  ftiflScieftt  compenfation 
for  wealth  and  power  5  and  they  repeatedly  con* 
Ipired  againft  their  nephew,  before  and  after  the 
death  of  his  father.  Their  firft  attempt  was  par- 
doned; for  the  fecond  offence  they  were  con- 
demned to  the  ecclefiaftical  (late  :  and  for  the 
third  treafon,  Nicephorus,  the  eldeft  and  moft 
guilty,  was  deprived  of  his  eyes,  and  his  four 
brothers,  Chriftopher,  Nicetas,  Anthemeus,  and 
Eudoxas,  were  puniflied,  as  a  milder  fentence,  by 
the  amputationof  their  tongues.  Aflber  five  years 
confinement,  theyefcaped  to  the  church  of  St. 
Sophia,  and  difplayed  a  pathetic  fpe^ade  to  the 
people.-  "Countrymen  and  Chriftkns,**  cried 
Nicephorus  for  himfelf  and  his  mute  brethren, 
«  behold  the  fons  of  your  eftrperor,  if  you  can 
"  ftill  recognize  our  features  in  this  miferaMe 
**  ftate.  A  life,  an  imperfefl  life,  id  all  that  the 
**  malice  of  our  enemies  lias  leaned.  It  is  now 
"  threatened,  and  we  now  throw  ourfelves  on 
**  your  compaffion/^  The  rifing  murmur  might 
have  pixMluced  a  revolution,  had  it  not  been 
checked  by  the  prefence  of  a  minift^,  wh6 
foothed  the  unhappy  princes  with  iattery  and 
hope,  and  gentry  drew  them  from  the  fahftuary 
to  the  palace.  Tliey  were  fpeedily  embarked  for 
Greece,  and  Athens  was  allotted  for  the  place  of 
their  exile.  In  this  calm  i^reat,  and  hi  their 
belplefi  condition,  Nicephorus  and  his  brothers 

were 
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wa^tomientedby tliethiifl^^poweT^anitempU^  cnap. 
by  a  Sclavonian  cbWi  who  offered  to  break  thek  ^^* 
priic^^  atrd  to  lead  them  in  arrns^  aad  in  the 
purple^  to  tlfd  gates  of  Conftantinople.  But  iht 
AtfaeniaTi  peofie^  ever  deakms  in  the  cai«fe  of 
Irene,  preTented  her  juftiee  or  croelty;  and  the 
five  foas  of  C(q)nofnymus  were  piunged  in  vernal 
darknei&  and  oblivion. 

Foot  bimfelf,  that  Emperor  bad  cbctfe)i  a  Ba^'-  Coniisn- 
btfian  wife,  the  daughta-of  the  khan  of  the  ^^  w, 
Cfaozai^ ;  but  in  the  marriage  of  bis  hieir)  he  A.p.  780. 
preferred  an  Athenian  virgin^  an  orpfaM^  feven«>  ^^^'  ^' 
teen  years  oid,  whdfe  foie  fortune  laoft  have  <on- 
fifted  in  her  peijbnal  accosiipiifiiments.  The 
anpiials  erf*  Leo  and  Irene  were  celebrated  with 
royal  pomp;  iheibon  acquired  the  love  and  com 
fidbeace  of  a  fecdble  hufoand,  and  in  hi«  teftatnent 
lie  declared  the  exnprefs,  guardian  tdf  the  Roman 
wwld,  a»d  of  their  &m  CoffiAantine  the  iS^srthy 
who  was  no  more  than  ^ten  years  of  age*  Dudng 
fais  childhood,  Irene  moil  ably  and  affiduonfly  dif^ 
diarged,  in  her  public adraimftraticHi,  the*datiM 
of  a  £iithftil  mother  $  and  her  cseal  in  the  teftora* 
tcoa  ef  ima^n^  has  deferved  the  name  ai»d  honcmrs 
of  a  £uftt,  whifdi  fbe  ftiil  oocapies  in  the  Or^eek 
calendar.  JButthefioiperorattaiaedt^niataiity 
ofyonth;  the  matemai  yoke  4iecaane  more  griev^ 
eits;  and  he  liilened  to  the  £ivourites  <of  his 
own  age,  who  fliared  im  pleafiires,  and  were  am*- 
bitious  of  ihadng  his  power.  Thetsr  xeafons  con* 
vinced  htm  df  his  right,  their  praifeaof  his  ability, 
to  reigti;  aodheooofeated  to  reward  t^  fervices 
of  lorene  hy  a  perpetual  baaifinneot  to  tht  iile  of 

Sicily^ 
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c  H  A  Pp  Sicily.  But  her  vigilance  and  penetration  eafily 
XLvm.  difconcerted  their  rafli  projefts :  a  limilar  or  more 
fev^re  punifliraent  was  retaliated  on  themfelves 
and  their  advifers ;  and  Irene  infli6ted  on  the  un- 
grateful  prince  the  chaftifeoient  of  a  boy.  After 
this  contell,  the  mother  and  the  fbn  were  at  the 
head  of  two  domeftic  fadlions ;.  and,  inilead  of 
mild  influence  and  voluntary  obedience,  fhe  Held 
in  chains  a  captive  and  an  enemy.  The  eraprefs 
was  overthrown  by  the  abufe  of  victory;  the  oath 
of  fidelity  which  Ihe  exa6led  to  herfelf  alone,  was 
pronounced  with  reluctant  murmurs ;  and  the  bold 
refufalof4;he  Armenian  guards  encouraged  a  free 
and  general  declaration, that  Conflantine  the  Sixth 
was  the  lawful  emperor  of  the  Romans.  In  this 
chara^er  he  afcended  his  hereditary  throne,  and 
difmifled  Irene  to  a  life  of  folitude  and  repofe. 
But  her  haughty  fpirit  condefcended  to  the  arts  of 
diflimulation :  ihe  flattered  the  bifliops  and  eu* 
nuchs,  revived  the  filial  tendernefs  of  the  prince^ 
regained  his  confidence,  and  betrayed  his  ere* 
dulity.  The  chara6ler  of  Confl^antine  was  not 
deilitute  of  fenfe  or  fpirit ;  but  his  education  had 
been  ftudioufly  negle6ted;  and  his  ambitious  mo« 
ther  expofed  to  the  public  cenfure  the  vices  which 
ihe  had  nouriihed,  and  the  a£tions  which  Ihe  had 
fecretly  advifed:  his  divorce  and  fecond  marriage 
offended  the  prejudices  of  the  clergy,  and  by  his 
imprudent  rigour  he  forfeited  the  attachment  of 
the  Armenian  guards.  *A  powerful  confpiracy 
was  formed  for  the  refl^oration  of  Irene  ;  and  the 
fecret,  though  widely  diffufed,  was  faithfully  kept 
above  eight  months,  till  the  Emperor,  fufpicious 
n  of 
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of  his  danger,  efcaped  from  Conftantinople,  with  chap. 
the  defign  of  appealing  to  the  provinces  and    ^^vm* 
armies.     By  this  hafty  flight,  the  Emprefs  was 
left  on  the  brink  of  the  precipice  }  yet  before  Ihe 
implored  the  mercy  of  her  fon,  Irene  addrefled  a 
private  epiftle  to  the  friends  whom  ihe  had  placed 
about  his  peribn,  with  a  menace,  that  unlefs  they 
accompiifhed,  Jhe  would  reveal,  their  treafon. 
Their  fear  rendered  them  intrepid ;  they  feized 
the  Emperor  on  the  Afiatic  fliore  ;  and  he  was 
transported  to  the  porphyry  apartment  of  the 
palace,  where  he  had  firfl  feen  the  light.    In  the 
mind  of  Irene,  ambition  had  ftifled  every  fenti** 
inent  of  humanity  and  nature ;  and  it  was  decreed 
in  her  bloody  council,  that  Conftantine  (hould  be 
rendered  incapable  of  the  throne  :  her  emiflaries 
aflaulted  the  fleeping  prince,  and  fl:abbed  their 
daggers  with  fuch  violence  and  precipitation  in- 
to his  eyes,  as  if  they  meant  to  execute  a  mortal 
fentence.  An  ambiguous  paflage  of  Theophanes 
perfuaded  the  ahnalifl  of  the  qhurch  that  death 
was  the  immediate  confeqiience  of  this  barbarous 
execution.     The  Catholics  have  been  deceived 
or  fubdued  by  the  authority  of  Baronius;  and 
protellant  zeal  has  re-echoed  the  words  of  a  car- 
dinal, defirous,  as  it  Ihould  feem,  to  favour  the 
patronefs  of  images.     Yet  the  blind  fon  of  Irene 
furvived  many  years,  opprefled  by  the  court  and 
forgotten  by  the  world :  the  Ifaurian  dynafty  was 
filently  extinguiflied ;  and  the  memory  of  Con* 
ftantine  was  recalled  only  by  the  nuptials  of  his 
daughter  Euphrofyne  with  the  Emperor  Micba^ 
the  fecond. 
VOL.  jx,  j^  The 
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CHAP.  The  moft  bigoted  orthodoxy  has  juftly  exe- 
^^^_f  crated  the  unnatural  mother,  who  may  not  eafily 
Irene  be  paralleled  in  the  hiftory  of  crimes.  To  her 
Ar^utt^^'  bloody  deed,  fuperftition  has  £^ttributed  a  fubfe- 
'  quent  darknefs  of  feventeen  days ;  during  which 
many  veffels  in  mid-day  wei^  driven  from  their 
courfe,  as  if  the  fun,  a  globe  of  fire  fo  vail  andfo 
remote,  could  iy  mpathife  with  the  atoms  of  a  re- 
volving  planet.  On  earth,  the  crime  of  Irene  was 
left  five  years  unpuniflied }  her  reign  was  crown- 
ed  with  extemalfplendour ;  andiffhe  could  filence 
the  voice  of  confcience,  flie  neither  heard  nor  re- 
garded tlie  reproaches  of  mankind.  The  Roman 
world  bowed  to  the  government  of  a  female;  and 
as  flie  moved  through  the  ftreets  of  Conftanti- 
nople,  the  reins  of  four  milk-white  fteeds  were 
held  by  as  many  patricians,  who  marched  on 
foot  before  the  golden  chariot  of  their  queen. 
But  thefe  patricians  were  for  the  moft  part 
eunuchs ;  and  their  black  ingratitude  juftified, 
on  this  occafion,  the  popular  hatred  and  con- 
tempt.  Raifed,  enriched,  entrufted  with  the 
firft  dignities  of  the  empire,  they  bafely  con- 
fpiied  againft  their  benefaidlrefs :  the  great 
treafurer  Nicephorus  was  fecretly  invefted 
with  the  purple;  her  fucceffor  was  introduced 
into  the  palace,  and  crowned  at  St.  Sophia 
by  the  venal  patriarch.  In  their  firft  inter- 
view, Ihe  recapitulated  with  dignity  the  revo- 
lutions of  her  life,  gently  accufed  the  perfidy  of 
Nicephorus,  infinuated  that  he  owed  his  life  to 
^er  unfufpicious  clemency,  and  for  the  throne 
and  treafures  which  Ihe  refigned,  folicitcd  a 
.    .  X  decent 
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decent  and  honourable  retreat.     His  avarice  chap. 
refufed  this  modeft  compenfation  ;  and,  in  her  ,^^^ 
exile  of  the  ifle  of  Lelbos,  the  Emprefs  earned 
a  fcanty  fubiiitence  by  the  labours  of  her  dif- 
taff. 

Many  tyrants  have  reigned  undoubtedly  more  Nicepho-; 
criminal  than  Nicephorus,  but  none  perhaps  have  ™^*  g 
more  deeply  incurred  the  univerfal  abhorrence  oaobcr 
of  their  people.     His  character  was  ftained  with  ^'* 
the  three  odious  vices  of  hypocrify,  ingratitude^ 
and  avarice :  his  want  of  virtue  was  not  redeemed 
by  any  fuperior  talents,  nor  his  want  of  talents, 
by  any  pleafing  qualifications.  Unlkilful  and  un- 
fortunate in  war,  Nicephorus  was  vanquifhed  by 
the  Saracens,  and  flain  by  the  Bulgarians ;  and 
the  advantage  of  his  death  overbalanced,  in  the 
public  opinion,  the  deftru^lion  of  a  Roman  army. 
His  fon  and  heir  Stauracius  efcaped  from  the  field  Stauracius, 
with  a  mortal  wound  :  yet  fix  months  of  an  expir-  ^^^^"* 
-  ing  life  were  fufficient  to  refute  his  indecent, 
though  popular  declaration,  that  he  would  in  all 
things  avoid  the  example  of  his  father.    On  the 
near  profpe6l  of  his  deceafe,  Michael,  the  great 
mailer  of  the  palace,  and  the  hufi>and  of  his 
fift;er  Procopia,  was  named  by  every  perfon  of 
the  palace  and  city,  except  by  his  envious  bro- 
ther    Tenacious  of  a  fceptre  now  falling  from 
his  hand,  he  conipired  againfl:  the  life  bf  his  fuc- 
ceflbr,  and  cherifhed  the  idea  of  changing  to  a 
democracy  the  Roman  empire.      But  thefe  rafli 
prqjefts  ferved  only  to  inflame  the  zeal  of  the 
people  and  to  remove  the  fcruples  of  the  candi* 
date  :  Michael  the  firfl:  accepted  the  purple,  and 
u  2  before 
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CHAP,  before  he  funk  into  the  grave,  the  fon  of  Nice* 
^  _  phorus  implored  the  clemency  of  his  new  fove- 
Michaei  I.  reign.  Had  Michael  in  an  age  of  peace  af-. 
Al^Dfgii'  ^^"^^^^  ^"  hereditary  throne,  he  might  have 
Qaober  a.  reigned  and  died  the  father  of  his  people:  but  his 
mild  virtues  were  adapted  to  the  fliade  of  private 
life,  nor  was  he  capable  of  controling  the  ambition 
of  his  equals,  or  of  refilling  the  arms  of  the  vi6lo- 
rious  Bulgarians.  While  his  want  of  ability  and 
fuccefs  expofed  him  to  the  contempt  of  the  fol- 
diers,  the  mafculine  fpirit  of  his  wife  Procopia 
awakened  their  indignation.  Even  the  Greeks  of 
the  ninth  century  were  provoked  by  the  infolence 
of  a  female,  who,  in  the  front  of  the  ftandards, 
prefumed  to  dire6l  their  difcipline  and  animate 
theirvalourj  andtheirlicentiousclamoursadvifed 
the  new  Semiramis  to  reverence  the  majefty  of  a 
Komancamp.  Afteranunfuccefsfulcampaign,the 
Emperor  left,  in  their  winter-quarters  of  Thrace, 
a  dilaflFefted  army  under  the  command  of  his  ene- 
mies ;  and  their  artful  eloquence  perfuaded  the 
foldiers  to  break  the  dominion  of  the  eunuchs,  to 
degrade  the  hulband  of  Procopia,  and  to  affert 
the  right  of  a  military  election.  They  marched  to- 
wards the  capital :  yet  the  clergy,  the  fenate,  and 
the  people  of  Conllantinople,  adhered  to  the  caufe 
of  Michael ;  and  the  troops  and  treafures  of  Afia 
might  haVe  protracted  the  mifchiefs  of  civil  war. 
But  his  humanity  (by  the  ambitious,  it  will  be 
termed  his  weaknefs)  protefted,  that  not  a  drop 
of  Chriftian  blood  Ihould  be  flied  in  his  quarrel, 
and  his  meffengers  prefented  the  conquerors  witlji 
the  keys  of  the  city  and  the  palace.  They  were 
.  difarmed 
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difarraed  by  his  innocence  and  fubmiffion ;  his  C  H  A  P. 
life  and  his  eyes  were  fpared ;  and  the  Imperial  .^j^^ 
monk  enjoyed  the  comforts  of  folitude  and  reli- 
gion above  thirty-two  years  after  he  had  been 
ftripped  of  the  purple  and  feparated  from  his 
wife. 

A  rebel,  in  the  time  of  Nicephorus,  the  famous  Leo  V.  the 
and  unfortunate  Bardanes,  had  once  the  curiofity  A""^ 
to  confult  an  Afiatic  prophet,  who  after  prog-  A.D.813, 
nofticating  his  fall,  announced  the  fortunes  of  J"iy"- 
his  three  principal  officers,  Leo  the  Armenian, 
Michael  the  Phrygian,  and  Thomas  the  Cappa- 
docian,  the  fucceffive  reigns  of  the  two  former, 
the  fruitlefs  and  fatal  enterprife  of  the  third. 
This  predi6lion  was  verified,  or  rather  was  pro- 
duced, by  the  event.  Ten  years  afterwards, 
when  the  Thracian  camp  rejected  the  hufband 
of  Procopia,  the  crown  was  prefented  to  the 
fame  Leo,  the  firft  in  military  rank  and  the  fe- 
cret  author  of  the  mutiny.  As  he  affefiled  to 
hefitate,  "  With  this  fword,"  faid  his  companion 
Michael,  "  I  will  open  the  gates  of  Conftanti* 
*^  nople  to  your  Imperial  fway;  or  inftantly 
«*  plunge  it  into  your  bofom,  if  you  obftinately 
*«  refift  the  juft  defires  of  your  fellow-fbldiers." 
The  compliance  of  the  Armenian  was  rewarded 
with  the  empire,  and  he  reigned  leven  years 
and  an  half  under  the  name  of  Leo  the  fiflh. 
^Educated  in  a  camp,  and  ignorant  both  of  laws 
and  letters,  he  introduced  into  his  civil  govern- 
ment the  rigour  and  even  cruelty  of  military 
difcipline;  but  if  his  feverity  was  fometimes 
dangerous  to  the  innocent,  it  was  always  for- 

D  3  midable 
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.c  H  A  P.  raidftble  to  the  guilty.  His  religious  incon^lfkncy 
XLvm.  ^^g  taxed  by  the  ppitbet  of  Chameleon,  but  %he 
.Catholics  have  acknowledged  by  the  voice  of  * 
faint  and  confeflbrs,  that  the  life  of  the  Icpnoclaft 
was  ufeful  to  tihie  republic.  The  zeal  of  his  comr 
panion  Michael  was  repaid  with  riches,  honours, 
and  military  command ;  and  his  fubordinate  ta- 
lents were  beneficially  employed  in  the  public 
fervice.  Yet  the  Phrygian  was  diffatisfied  at  re- 
ceiving as  a  favour  a  fcanty  portion  of  the  ImpC": 
rial  prize  which  hq  had  beftowed  on  his  equal  j 
and  his  difcontent,  which  fometimes  evaporated 
in  a  hafty  difcourfe,  at  lepgth  affumed  a  mor§ 
threatening  and  hoftile  afpefil  againft  a  prince 
whom  he  reprefented  as  a  cruel  tyrant.  That 
tyrant,  however,  repeatedly  dete4a;ed,  warned, 
and  difmiflfed  the  old  companion  of  hi?  arm§,  till 
fear  and  refentment  prevailed  over  gratitude  5  and 
Michael,  after  a  fcrutiny  into  his  adlions  and  de- 
figns,  was  convicted  of  treafon,  and  fentenced  tp 
be  burnt  alive  in  the  furnace  of  the  private  baths. 
The  devout  humanity  of  the  EmprefsTheophano 
was  fatal  to  her  hulband  and  family.  A  folemn 
day,  the  twenty-fi^tli  of  December,  had  been  fixed 
for  the  execution ;  ihe  urged,  that  the  anniver- 
fary  of  the  Saviour's  birth  would  be  profaned  by 
this  inhuman  fpe6lacle,  and  Leo  confented  with 
reluctance  to  a  decent  refpite.  But  on  the  vigi^ 
of  the  feaft,  his  fleeplefs  anxiety  prompted  him 
to  vifit  at  the  dead  of  niglit  the  chamber  in  which 
his  enemy  was  confined:  he  beheld  him  releafed 
from  his  chain,  and  (tretchedoji  his  gaoler's  bed 
in  a  profound  flumber;  Leo  was  alarmed  at  thefe 
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ligns  df  fecurity  and  intelligence;  but,  tk)i)gh  CHAP: 
he  retired  with  filent  fteps,  his  entrance  and  de*  ^^^^ 
parture  were  noticed  by  a  flave  who  lay  con* 
cealed  in  a  corner  of  the  prifon.  Under  the 
pretence  of  requeflingthe  fpiritual  aid  of  a  con* 
feflbr,  Michael  informed  the  confpirators,  that 
their  lives  depended  on  his  difcretion,  and  that: 
a  few  hours  were  left  to  affure  their  own  fafety, 
by  the  deliverance  of  their  friend  and  country. 
On  the  great  feftivals,  a  chofen  band  of  priefts 
and  chanters  was  admitted  into  the  palace  by  a 
private  gate  to  iigng  matins  in  the  chapel ;  and 
Leo,  who  regulated  with  the  &me  ilri£tnefs  the 
difcipline  of  the  choir  and  of  the  camp,  was  fel- 
dom  abfent  from  thofe  early  devotions.  In  the 
ecclefiaftical  habit,  but  with  fwords  under  their 
robes,  the  conipirators  mingled  with  the  procef- 
fion,  lurked  in  the  angles  of  the  chapel,  and  ex- 
pe£led,  as  the  fignal  of  murder,  the  intonation  of 
the  firft  pfelm  by  the  Emperor  himftlf.  The  im- 
perfeft  light,  and  the  uniformity  of  drefi,  might 
have  favoured  his  efcape,  while  their  aflault  was 
pointed  againft  an  armlefs  prieft;  but  they  foon 
difcovered  their  miilake,  and  encompafled  on  all 
fides  the  royal  vifilim.  Without  a  weapon  and 
without  a  friend,  he  grafped  a  weighty  crof8^  and 
flood  at  bay  againft  the  hunters  of  his  life ;  but 
as  he  a&ed  for  mercy,  •*  This  is  the  hour,  not  of 
"  mercy,  but  of  vengeance,"  was  the  inexorable 
reply.  .The  ftroke  of  a  welUaimed  fword  fe* 
parated  from  his  body  the  right  arm  and  the 
crofs,  and  Leo  the  Armenian  was  ilain  at  the 
foot  of  the  altar. 

D  4  A  memo- 
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G  HA  P.  A  memorable  reverfe  of  fortune  was  difpUyed^ 
J^^^  m  Michael  the  Second,  who,  from  a  defefil  in 
Michael  n.  his  fpeechj  was  fumamed  the  Stammerer.  He 
the  stam.   ^^^g  fiiatchcd  from  the  fiery  furnace  to  the  fo- 

merer^  .  .,  •' 

A.D.810,  vereignty  of  an  empire;  and  as  in  the  tumult  a 
Decaj.  fmith  could  not  readily  be  found,  the  fetters  re- 
mained on  his  legs  feveral  hours  after  he  was 
feated  on  the  throne  of  the  Csefars.  The  royal 
blood  ^hich  had  been  the  price  of  his  elevation. 
Was  unprofitably  fpent^  in  the  purple  he  re- 
tained the  ignoble  vices  of  his  origin ;  and 
Michael  loft  his  provinces  with  as  fupine  in- 
difference as  if  they  had  been  the  inheritance 
of  his  fathers.  His  title  was  difputed  by  Tho- 
Aias,  the  laft  of  the  military  triumvirate,  who 
tranfpbrted  into  Europe  fourfcore  thoufand  Bar- 
barians  from  the  banks  of  the  Tigris  and  the 
fliores  of  the  Calpian.  He  formed  the  fiege  of 
Couftantinople^butthe  capital  was  defended  with 
fpiritual  and  carnal  weapons ;  a  Bulgarian  king 
faulted  the  camp  of  the  Orientals,  and  Tho- 
mas had  the  misfortune^  or  the  weakneis,  to  fall 
alive  into  the  power  of  the  conqueror.  The 
hands  and  feet  of  the  rebel  were  amputated;  he 
Was  placed  on  an  afs,  and,  amidft  the  infults 
of  the  people,  was  led  through  the  flreets, 
which  he  fprinkled  with  bis  blood.  The  depra* 
vation  of  manners,  as  favage  as  they  were  cor. 
rupt,  is  marked  by  the  prefence  of  the  Emperor 
himfelf.  Deaf  to  the  lamentations  of  a  fellow- 
foldier,  he  inceflantly  prefled  the  difcovery  of 
more  accomplices,  till  his  curiojity  was  checked 
by  the  queftioo  of  an  honefl  or  guilty  minifter  j 

*«  Would 
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**  Woilld  you  give  credit  to  an  enemy,  againft  c  H  A  P. 
«  the  moft  faithful  of  your  friends  ?*'  After  the  ^^^^ 
death  of  his  firft  wife,  the  Emperor,  at  the  re- 
queft  of  the  ienate^  drew  from  her  monaftery 
Euphrofyne,  the  daughter  ef  Conftantine  the 
fixth.  Her  auguft  birth  might  juftify  a  ftipula-* 
tion  in  the  marriage-contra£t,  that  her  children 
fhould  equally  fliare  the  empire  with  their  elder 
brother.  But  the  nuptials  of  Michael  and  £u- 
phroiyne  were  barren ;  and  ihe  was  content  with 
the  title  of  mother  of  Theophilus,  his  fon  and 
fucceflbr. 

The  chara6ter  of  Thec^hilus  is  a  rare  example  ilieophi- 
in  which  religious  zeal  has  allowed,  and  perhaps  ^^jy  g 
magnified,  the.  virtues  of.  an  heretic  and  a  perfe-  oaober  3. 
cutbr.  His  valour  was  often  felt  by  the  enemies, 
and  his  juflice  by  the  fubje6ts,  of  the  monarchy; 
but  the  valour  of  Theophilus  was  raih  and  fruit* 
le&y  and  his  juflice  arbitrary  and  cruel.  He  dif- 
played  the  banner  of  the  crofs  againft  the  Sara* 
cens;  but  his  five  expeditions  were  concluded 
by  a  fignal  overthrow;  Amorium,  the  native  city 
of  his  anceftors,  was  levelled  with  the  ground ; 
-and  from  his  military  toils,  he  derived  only  the 
furname  of  the  Unfortunate.  The  wifdom  of  a 
fovereign  is  comprifed  in  the  inftitution  of  laws 
and  the  choice  of  magiftrates,  and  while  he  feems 
without  a£fcion,  his  civil  government  revolves 
round  his  centre  with  the  filence  and  order  of 
the  planetary  fyftem.  But  the  juftice  of  Theo- 
philus was  faihioned  on^  the  model  of  the  Ori- 
ental deQ>ots,  who,  in  perfonal  and  irregular  a6i:s 
of  authority,  cotifult  the  reafon  or  paffion  of  the 
moment,  without  meafuring  the  fentence  by  the 

law, 


4% 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


CHAP,  law,  or  the  penalty  by  the  ofience.  A  poor 
XLVDL  ^Qfj^^j,  threw  herfelf  at  the  Emperor's  feet  tcr 
complain  of  a  powerful  neighbour,  the  brother 
of  the  Emprefs,  who  had  railed  his  palacd-^wall  to 
fuch  an  inconvenient  height,  that .  her  humble 
dwelling  was  excluded  from  light  and  air  1  Oa 
the  proof  of  the  fafil,  inftead  of  granting,  like 
an  ordinary  judge,  fufficient  or  ^mple  damages 
to  the  plaintiff,  the  fovereign  adjudged  to  ber 
ufe  and  benefit  the  palace  and  the  ground.  Nor 
was  Theophilus  content  with  this  extravagant 
latisfa6lion :  his  zeal  converted  a  civil  trefpa& 
into  a  criminal  slA  ;  and  the  unfortunate  patri- 
cian was  ftripped  and  fcourged  in  the  public 
place  of  Conilantinople.  Forfonie venial  ofiences, 
fome  defeiSk  of  equity  or  vigilance,  the  principal 
miniflers,  a  prsefe6t,  a  quaeftor,  a  captain  of  the 
guards,  were  baniihed  or  mutilated,  or  ibalded 
with  boiling  pitch,  or  burnt  alive  in  the  hippo* 
drome;  and  as  thefe  dreadful  examples imij^t 
be  the  effe6ls  of  error  or  caprice,  they  mud  have 
alienated  from  his  fervice  the  beft  and  wiieft  of 
the  citizens.  But  the  pride  of  the  monarch  was 
flattered  in  the  exercife  of  power,  or  as  he 
thought,  of  virtue ;  and  the  people,  fafe  in  their 
obfcurity,  applauded  the  danger  and  debafem^it 
of  their  fiiperiors.  This  extraordinary  rigour 
was  juftified,  in  fome  meafure,  by  its  &.lutary 
confequences ;  fince,  after  a  fcrutiny  of  feven-i 
teen  days^  not  a  complaint  or  abufe  could  be 
found  in  the  court  or  city :  and  it  might  be  alleged 
that  the  Greeks  could  be  ruled  only  with  a  rod  of 
iron,  and  that  the  public  intereft  is  the  motive  and 
law  of  the  fiipreme  judge.     Yet  in  the  grime,  or 

the 
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ihe  fufpicioD,  of  treafon,  that  judge  is  of  all  others  c  H  A  i^, 
the  moil  credaloa&  and  partial.  Theophilus  might  ^  XLvm^ 
in&€t  a  tardy  vengeance  on  the  affaffins  of  Led 
and  the  faviours  of  his  father;  bat  he  enjoyed 
the  fruits  of  their  crime ;  and  his  jealous  tyranny 
facrificed  a  brother  and  a  prince  to  the  future 
fofety  of  his  life.  A  Perfian  of  the  race  of  the 
Saffanide«  died  in  poverty  and  exile  at  Conftan- 
tiaople)  leaving  an  only  fon,  the  iffue  of  a  ple- 
beian marriage.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years,  the 
royal  birth  of  Theophobus  was  revealed,  and  his 
merit  was  not  unworthy  of  his  birth.  He  was 
educated  in  the  Byzantine  palace,  a  Chriftian 
and  a  foldier ;  advanced  with  rapid  fteps  in  the 
(career  of  fortune  and  glory  ;  received  the  hand 
pf  the  Emperor's  fitter ;  and  was  promoted  t6 
the  command  of  thirty  thoufand  Perfians,  who, 
like  his  father,  had  fled  from  the  Mahometan 
conquerors.  Thefe  troops,  doub -y  infefted  with 
mercenary  and  fanatic  vices,  were  deiirous  of  re^ 
yoking  again  ft  their  benefa^or,  and  erefiling 
the  ftandard  of  their  native  king :  but  the  loyal 
Theophobus  reje6led  their  offers,  difconcerted 
their  fchemes,  and  efcaped  from  their  hands  t6 
the  camp  or  palace  of  his  royal  brother.  A  ge- 
nerous confidence  might  have  fecured  a  faithful 
and  able  guardian  for  his  wife  and  his  infant  fon, 
to  whom  Theophilus,  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  was 
compelled  to  leave  the  inheritance  of  the  empire. 
But  his  jealoufy  was  exafperated  by  envy  and  dif- 
eafe :  he  feared  the  dangerous  virtues  which  might 
either  fupport  or  opprefs  their  infancy  and  weak- 
pefs;  and  the  dying  Emperor  demanded  the  head 

of 
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CHAP.  ofthePerfianprince.Withfavagedelightjherecog^ 
^^^^  nifed  the  familiar  features  of  his  brother:  "  Thort 
art  no  longer  Theophobus/*  he  faid :  and  finking 
on  his  couch,  he  added,  with  a  faultering  voice, 
"  Soon,  too  foon,  I  (hall  be  no  more  Theophilus!*' 
.  The  RuilianS)  who  have  borrowed  from  the 
Greeks  the  greateft  part  of  their  civil  and  eccle- 
jBaftical  policy,  preferved,  till  the  laft  century,  a 
.Angular  Inftitution  in  the  marriage  of  the  Czar. 
They  collected,  not  the  virgins  of  every  rank  and 
of  every  province,  a  vain  and  romantic  idea,  but 
thedaughtersof  the  principal  nobles,  who  awaited 
in  the  palace  the  choice  of  their  fovereign.  It  is 
affirmed,  that  a  fimilar  method  was  adopted  in  the 
nuptials  of  Theophilus.  With  a  golden  apple  in 
his  hand,  he  flowly  walked  between  two  lines  of 
contending  beauties:  his  eye  was  detained  by  the 
charms  of  Icafia,  and,  in  the  awkwardnefs  of  a 
firft  declaration,  the  prince  could  only  obferve, 
that,  in  this  world,  women  had  been  the  caufe 
of  much  evil :  "  And  furely,  fir,**  flie  pertly 
replied,  "  they  have  likewife  been  the  occafion 
**  of  much  good.**  This  afre6lation  of  unfea- 
fonable  wit  difpleafed  the  Imperial  lover :  he 
turned  afide  in  difgufl;;  Icafia  concealed  her  mor- 
tification  in  a  convent  j  and  the  modefl:  filence  of 
Theodora  was  rewarded  with  the  golden  apple. 
She  deferved  the  love,  but  did  not  efcape  the  fe- 
verity,  of  her  lord.  Frbm  the  palace  garden  he 
beheld  a  veflel  deeply  laden,  and  fl:eering  into  the 
port:  on  the  difcovery  that  the  precious  cargo 
of  Syrian  luxury  was  the  property  of  his  wife,  he 
condemned  the  fliip  to  the  flames,  with  a  fliarp 
1 1  reproach. 
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reproach,  that  her  avarice  had  degraded  the  chap. 
character  of  an  emprefs  into  that  of  a  merchant.  ^^Jj^ 
Yet  bis  laft  choice  entrufted  her  with  the  guar-  Michael 
dianihip  of  the  empire  and  her  fon  Michael,  ™- 
who  was  left  an  orphan  in  the  fifth  year  of  his  age.  jj^nuary 
The  reftoration  of  images,  and  the  final  extirpa-  «<»• 
tion  of  the  Iconoclafts,  has  endeared  her  name  to 
the  devotion  of  the  Greeks,  but  in  the  fervour 
of  religious  zeal,  Theodora  entertained  a  grate- 
ful regard  for  the  memory  and  falvation  of  her 
hufband.     After  thirteen  years  dP  a  prudent  and. 
frugal  adminiflration,  Ihe  perceived  the  decline 
of  her  influence ;  but  the  fecond  Irene  imitated 
only  the  virtues  of  her  predecefibr.     Inftead  of 
Qonfpiring  againfl  the  life  or  government  of  her 
ion,  (he  retired,  without  a  llruggle,  though  not 
without  a  murmur,  to  the  folitude  of  private  life, 
deploring  the  ingratitude,  the  vices,  and  the  in- 
evitable ruin,  of  the  worthlefs  youth. 

Among  the  fuccelTors  of  Nero  and  Elagabalus,. 
we  have  not  hitherto  found  the  imitation  of 
their  vices,  the  chara6ler  of  a  Roman  prince 
who  confidered  pleafure  as  the  obje£t  of  life, 
and  virtue  as  the  enemy  of  pleafure.  Whatever 
might  have  been  the  maternal  care  of  Theodora 
in  the  education  of  Michael  the  Third,  her  un- 
fortunate fon  was  a  king  before  he  was  a  man. 
If  the  ambitious  mother  laboured  to  check  the 
progrefs  of  r^afon,  (he  could  not  cool  the  ebul- 
lition of  paffion  ;  and  her  felfifli  policy  was  juftly. 
repaid  by  th^  contempt  and  ingratitude  of  the 
headftrong  youtli.  At  the  age  of  eighteen,  he 
rejected  her  authority,  without  feeling  his  own  . 

inca- 
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CHAP,  incapacity  to  govern  the  empire  and  himfelf* 
jCLvni.   ^j^j^  Theodora,  all  gravity  and  wifdom  retired 
from  the  court ;  their  place  was  fu{^Iied  by  the 
alternate  dominion  of  vice  and  folly ;  and  it  was 
impoifible,  without  forfeiting  the  public  efteem, 
to  acquire  or  preferve  the  favour  of  the  Empe* 
ror.    The  millions  of  gold  and  filver  which  had 
been  accumulated  for  the  fervice  of  the  ftate, 
were  laviftied  on  the  vileft  of  men,  who  flattered 
his  pafTions  and  ihared  his  pleafures  ;  and  in  a 
reign  of  thirteen  years,  the  richeft  of  fovereigns 
was   compelled  to  ftrip  the  palace  and    the 
churches  of  their  precious  furniture.  Like  Nero, 
he  delighted  in  the  amufements  of  the  theatre, 
and  fighed  to  be  furpaffed  in  the  accompUfliments 
in  which  he  fliould  have  bluftied  to  exceL     Yet 
the  ftudies  of  Nero  in  mufic  and  poetry,  betrayed 
fome  iymptoms  of  a  liberal  tafte  ;  the  more  ig- 
noble arts  of  the  fbn  of  Theophilus  were  confined 
to  the  chariot-race  of  the  hippodrome.     The 
four  faSions  which  had  agitated  the  peace.  Hill 
amufed  the  idlenefs,  of  the  capital :  for  himfelf, 
the  Emperor  aflumed  the  blue  livery  ;  the  three 
rival  colours  were  diftributed  to  his  favourites, 
and  in  the  vile  though  eager  contention  he  for- 
got the  dignity  of  his  perfon  and  the  faf ety  of 
his  dominions.  He  filenced  the  meffenger  of  an 
invafion,  who  prefumed  to  divert  his  attention  in 
the  moft  critical  moment  of  the  race  ;  and  by  his 
command,  the  importunate  beacons  were  extin-^ 
guifhed,  that  too  frequently  fpread  the  alarm 
from  Tarfus  to  Conftantinople.    The  moft  ikilfdl 
charioteers  obtained  the  firft  place  in  hia  confi- 
dence 
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denc€  and  efteem  ;  their  merit  was  profufely  re-  ^  ^  -^  P- 
warded;  theEmperorfeafted  in  their  houfes,  and  *^  ^^-  ^ 
prefented  their  children  at  the  baptifnial  font ; 
and  while  he  applauded  his  own  popularity,  he 
a^6led  to  blame  the  cold  and  (lately  refer ve  of 
his  predeceffors.  The  unnatural  lufts  which  had 
degraded  even  the  manhood  of  Nero,  were  ba- 
nilhed  from  the  world  ;  yet  the  ftrength  of  Mi- 
chael was  confumed  by  the  indulgence  of  love 
and  intemperance.  In  his  midnight  revqls,  when 
his  paffions  were  inflamed  by  wine,  he  was  pro- 
voked to  iffue  the  moft  fanguinaTycommahds;  and 
if  any  feelings  of  humanity  were  left,  he  was  re- 
duced, with  the  return  of  fenfe,  to  approve  the 
fiilutary  difobedience  of  his  fervants.  But  the 
moil  extraordinary  feature  in  the  chara6ler  of 
Michael,  13  the  profane  mockery  of  the  religion 
of  his  country.  The  fuperftition  of  the  Greeks 
might  indeed  excite  the  fmile  of  a  philofopher  : 
but  his  fmile  would  have  been  rational  and  tem- 
perate,and  he  muft  have  condemned  the  ignorant 
folly  of  a  youth  who  inful ted  the  obje6ls  of  public  , 
veneration.  A  buffoon  of  the  court  was  invefted 
in  the  robes  of  the  patriarch  ;  the  twelve  metro- 
politans^  among  whom  the  Emperor  was  ranked, 
affumedtheir  ecclefiaftical garments:  they  ufed or 
abufed  the  facred  veflTels  of  the  altar;  arid  in  their 
bacchanalian  feafts,  the  holy  communion  was  ad- 
miniftered  in  a  naufeous  compound  of  vinegar  and 
muftard.  Nor  werethefe impious fpe6lacles  con- 
cealed from  the  eyes  of  the  city.  On  the  day  of 
a  folemn  feftival,  the  Emperor,  with  his  biihops 
or  buffoons,  rode  on  affes  through  the  ftreets, 

encount. 
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CHAP,  encountered  the  true  patriarch  at  the  head  of 

YVT  ITT  * 

V  -7^  ^^^  clergy ;  and  by  tbeir  liceDtious  fliouts  and 
obfcene  geflurea,  difordered  the  gravity  of  the 
Chriftlan  proceffion.  The  devotion  of  Michael 
appeared  only  in  fonie  offence  to  reafon  or  piety : 
he  received  his  theatrical  crowns  from  the  ilatue 
of  the  Virgin;  and  an  Imperial  tomb  was  violated 
for  the  iake  of  burning  the  bones  of  Conftantfne 
the  Iconoclaft.  By  this  extravagant  condudl,  the 
fon  of  Theophilus  became  as  contemptible  as  he 
was  odious :  every  citizen  was  impatient  for  the 
deliverance  of  his  country ;  and  even  the  fa- 
vourites of  the  moment  were  apprehenfive  that  a 
caprice  might  fnatch  away  what  a  caprice  had 
bellowed.  In  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age,  and  in 
the  hour  of  intoxication  and  lleep,  Michael  the 
Third  was  murdered  in  his  chamber  by  the  foun- 
der of  a  new  dynafly,  whom  the  Emperor  had 
raifed  to  an  equality  of  rank  and  power. 
Baiii  I.  The  genealogy  of  Bafil  the  Macedonian  (if  it 

die  Mace-  \yQ  ^q^  the  fpurious  o£&pring  of  pride  and  flat- 
A.D.  867,  tery)  exhibits  a  genuine  pi6l:ure  of  the  revolution 
Sept.  24.  of  the  moft  illuftrious  families.  The  Ariacides^ 
the  rivals  of  Rome,  pofiefled  the  fceptre  of  the 
Eail  near  four  hundred  years :  a  younger  branch 
of  thefe  Parthian  kings  continued  to  reign  in 
Armenia ;  and  their  royal  defcendants  furvived 
the  partition  and  fervitude  of  that  ancient  mo- 
narchy.. Two  of  thefe,  Artabanus  andChlienes, 
efcaped  or  retired  to  the  court  of  Leo  the 
Firft ;  his  bounty  feated  them  in  a  fafe  and 
hofpitable  exile,  in  the  province  of  Macedo- 
nia: Adrianople  was  their  final  iettlement* 
During  feveral  generations   they   maintained 

the 
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the  dignity  of  their  birth  ;  and  their  Roman  pa-  c  H  A  F* 
triotifm  rejected  the  tempting  offers  of  the  Per-  XLViu. 
fian  and  Arabian  powers,  who  recalled  them  to 
their  native  country.  But  their  fplendour  was 
infenfibly  clouded  by  time  and  poverty :  and  thd 
father  of  Bafil  was  reduced  to  a  fmall  farm, 
which  he  cultivated  with  his  own  hands :  yet  he 
fcorned  to  difgrace  the  blood  of  the  Arfacides  by 
a  plebeian  alliance:  his  wife,  a  widow  of  Adri- 
anople,  was  pleafed  to  count  among  her  anceftors, 
the  great  Conftantine;  and  their  royal  infant 
was  conne6led  by  fome  dark  aflBnity  of  lineage 
or  country  with  the  Macedonian  Alexander, 
No.  fooner  was  he  born,  than  the  cradle  of  Bafil, 
his  family,  and  his  city,  were  fwept  away  by  an 
inundation  of  the  Bulgarians  :  he  was  educated 
a  flave  in  a  foreign  land ;  and  in  this  fevere  dif» 
cipline,  he  acquired  the  hardinefs  of  body  and 
flexibility  of  mind  which  promoted  his  future 
elevation.  In  the  age  of  youth  or  manhood  he 
ihared  the  deliverance  of  the  Roman  captives, 
who  generoufly  broke  their  fetters,  marched 
through  Bulgaria  to  the  ftiores  of  the  Euxine, 
defeated  two  armies  of  Barbarians,  embarked  in 
the  ftiips  which  had  been  Rationed  for  their  re- 
ception, and  returned  to  Conftantinople,  from 
whence  they  were  diftributed  to  their  refpe6live 
homes.  ;  But  the  freedom  of  Bafil  was  naked  and 
deftitutd :  his  farm  was  ruined  by  the  calamities 
of  war ;  after  his  father's  death,  his  manual  la^ 
bour,  or  fervice,  could  no  longer  fupport  a  family 
of  orphans ;  and  he  refolved  to  feek  a  more  con* 
Q>icuous  theatre,  in  which  every  virtue  and  every 
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CHAP,  vice  may  lead  to  the  paths  of  greatnefs.  The  firft 
^yy^  night  of  his  arrival  at  Conftantinople,  without 
friends  or  money,  the  weary  pilgrim  flept  on  the 
fteps  of  the  church  of  St.  Diomede :  he  was  fed 
by  the  cafual  hofpitalityof  a  monk ;  and  was  intro- 
duced to  the  fervice  of  a  coufin  and  namefake  of  the 
Emperor  Theophilus  J  who,  though  himfelf  bfa 
diminutive  perfon,  was  always  followed  by  a  train 
of  tall  and  handfome  domeftics.  Bafil  attended 
his  patron  to  the  government  of  Peloponnefus; 
^clipfed,byhisperfonalmerit,thebirthand  dignity 
of  Theophilus,  and  formed  an  ufeful  connection 
with  a  wealthy  and  charitable  matron  of  Patras. 
Her  fpiritual  or  carnal  love  embraced  the  young 
adventurer,whom  (he adopted  asherfon*  Danielis 
prefented  him  with  thirty  (laves;  and  the  produce 
of  her  bounty  was  expended  in  the  fupport  of  his 
brothers,and  the  purqhafe  of  fome  large  edates  in 
Macedonia.  His  gratitude  or  ambition  ftill  at- 
tached him  to  the  fervice  of  Theophilus;  and  a 
lucky  accident  recommended  him  to  the  notice 
of  the  court.  A  famous  wreftler,  in  the  train  of 
the  Bulgarian  ambaffadors,  had  defied,  at  the 
royal  banquet,  the  bolded  and  moft  robud  of  the 
Greeks.  The  (Irength  of  Bafil  was  praifed ;  he 
accepted  the  challenge;  and  the  Barbarian 
champion  was  overthrown,  at  the  firft  onfet.  A 
beautiful  but  vicious  horfe  was  condemned  to  be 
hamftrung :  it  was  fubdued  by  the  dexterity  and 
courage  of  the  fervant  of  Theophilus ;  and  his 
conqueror  was  promoted  to  an  honourable  rank 
in  the  Imperial  (tables.  But  it  was  impoiSble  to 
6btain  the  confidence  of  Michael,  without  com- 
plying 
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plying  with  his  vices;  and  his  new  favourite,  ^^jJl^* 
the  great  chamberlain  of  the  palace,  was  raifed 
and  fupported  by  a  difgraceful  marriage  with  a 
royal  concubine,  and  the  difiionour  of  his  lifter, 
who  fucceeded  to  her  place*  The  public  admi  • 
niftration  had  been  abandoned  to  the  Cseiai 
Bardas,  the  brother  and  enemy  of  Theodora;  but 
the  arts  (^female  influence  perfuaded  Michael 
to  hate  and  to  fear  his  uncle :  he  was  drawn  from 
Conftantinople,  under  the  pretext  of  a  Cretan  ex- 
pedition,  and  ftabbed  in  the  tent  of  audience,  by 
the  fword  of  the  chamberlain,  and  in  the  prelence 
of  the  Emperor.  About  a  month  after  this  exe- 
cution, Bafil  was  invefted  with  the  title  of  Au« 
guftus  and  the  government  of  the  empire.  He 
fupported  this  unequal  aflbciation  till  his  influ- 
ence was  forfeited  by  popular  efteem.  His  life 
was  endangered  by  the  caprice  of  the  Emperor ; 
and  his  dignity  was  profaned  by  a  fecond  col- 
league, who  had  rowed  in  the  gallies.  Yet  the 
murderof  his  benefactor  muft  be  condemned  as  an 
a3;  of  ingratitude  and  treafon ;  and  the  churches 
which  he  dedicated  to  the  name  of  St.  Michael, 
were  a  poor  and  puerile  expiation  of  his  guilt* 

The  different  ages  of  Bafil  the  Firft,  maybe  com- 
pared with  thofe  of  Auguftus.  The  fituation  of, 
the  Greek  did  not  allow  him  in  his  earlieft  youth 
to  lead  an  army  againft  his  country,  or  to  pro- 
fcribe  the  nobleft  of  her  fons ;  but  his  afpiring 
genius  ftoopedto  the  arts  of  aflave;  he  difiembled 
his  ambition  and  even  his  virtues,  and  grafped, 
with  the  bloody  hand  of  an  aflaflin,  the  empire 
which  he  ruled  with  the  wifdom  and  tendemeis 
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CHAP,  of  a  parent.     A  private  citizen  may  feel  his  in- 

YT  \TTTJ  ^ 

^      ~_i  tereft  repugnant  to  his  duty;  but  it  muft  be  from 
a  deficiency  of  fenfe  or  courage,  that  an  abfolute 
monarch   can  feparate  his  happinefs  from  his 
^     glory,  or  his  glory  from  the  public  welfare.    The 
life  or  panegyric  of  Bafil  has  indeed  been  com- 
pofed  and  publifhed  under  the  long  reign  of  his 
defcendants ;   but  even  their  liability  on  the 
'    throne  may  be  juftly  afcribed  to  the  (uperior 
merit  of  their  aliceftor.     In  his  chara6ler,  his 
grandfon  Conflantine  has  attempted  to  deline- 
ate a  perfe6t  image  of  royalty :  but  that  feeble 
prince,  unlefs  he  had  copied  a  real  model,  could 
.not  eafily  have  foared  fo  high  above  the  level 
of  his  own  conduiSl  or  conceptions.     But  the 
mod  folid  praife  of  Bafil  is  drawn  from  the.com- 
parifon  of  a  ruined  and  a  flourifliing  monarchy, 
that  which  he  wrefted  from  the  diffolute  Michael, 
and  that  which  hp  bequeathed  to  the  Macedonian 
43ynafty.     The  evils  which  h^d  been  fan^ified 
by  time  and  example,  were   corrected  by  his 
'mafl:er-hand;  and  he   revived,   if  not  the  na- 
tional fpint,  at  leafl  the  order  and  majelly  of 
the  Jloman  empire.     His  application  was  inde- 
&tigable,  his  temper   cool,  his  underftanding 
vigorous  and  decifive ;  and  in  his  practice  he 
obferved  that    rare    and  falutary  moderation, 
which  purfues  each  virtue,  at  an  equal  diftance 
Jbetween  the  oppofite  vices.     His  military  fer- 
vice  had  been  confinedto  the  palace;  nor  was 
the  Emperor  endowed  with  the  fpirit  or  the 
talents  of  a  warrior.     Yet  under  his  reign  the 
Roman  arms  were  again  formidable  to  the  Bar- 
barians. 
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barians.     As  foon  as  he  had  formed  a  new  army  CHAP, 
by  difcipline  and  exercife,  he  appeared  in  perfon   ^^^^^* 
on  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  curbed  the  pride 
of  the  Saracens,  and  fuppreffed  the  dangerous 
though  juft  revolt  of  the  Manichaeans.     His  in- 
dignation againft  a  rebel  who  had  long  eluded 
hifr  purfuit,  provoked  him  to  wifli  and  to  pray, 
that,  by  the  grace  of  God,  he  might  drive  three 
arrows  into  the  head  of  Chryfochir.    That  odious 
head,  which  had  been  obtained  by  treafon  rather 
than  by  valour,  was  fufpended  from  a  tree,  and 
thrice  expofed  to  the  dexterity  of  the  Imperial 
archer :  a  bafe  revenge  againft  the  dead,  more 
worthy  of  the  times,  than  of  the  chara^er  of 
Bafil;     But  his  principal  merit  was  in  the  civil 
adminiftration  of  the  finances  and  of  the  laws. 
To  repleniQi  an  exhaufted  treafury,  it  was  pro- 
pofed  to  reftime  the  lavilh  and  ill-placed  gifts  of 
his  predeceffor :  his  prudence  abated  6ne  moiety 
of  the  reftitution  ;  and  a  fum  of  twelve  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  was  inftantly 'procured  to'an- 
fwer  the  moft  preffing  demands,  and  to  allow 
fome  fpace  for  the  mature  operations  of  oeco- 
nomy.     Among  the  various  fchemes  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  revenue,  a  mode  was  fuggefted 
of  capitation,  or  tribute,  which  would  have  too 
much  depended  on  the  arbitrary  difcretion  of 
the  affeifors.    A  fufficient  lift  of  honeft  and  able 
agents  was  inftantly  produced  by  the  minifter  ; 
but  on  the  mote  careful  fcrutiny  of  Bafll  himfelf, 
only  two  could  be  found,  who  might  be  fafely 
entrwfted  with  fuch  dangerous  powers;  and  they 
juftified  his  efteem  by  declining  his  confidence. 
3But  the  ferious  and  fuccefsful  diligence  of  the 
'  i:  3  Emperor 
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CHAP.  Emperor  eftabliihed   by  degrees  an  equitable 
^^^^^*    balance  of  property  and  payment,  of  receipt 
and  expenditure ;  a  peculiar  fund  was  appro- 
priated to  each  fervice ;  and  a  public  method 
fecured  the  intereil  of  the  prince  and  the  pro- 
perty of  the  people*   After  reforming  the  luxury, 
he  affigned  two  patrimonial  eftates  to  fupply  the 
decent  plenty,  of  the  Imperial  table :  the  con- 
tributions of  th^  fubje6b  were  referved  for  his 
defence ;  and  the  refidue  was  employed  in  the 
eml)elli(hment  of  the.  capital  and  provinces.     A 
talle  for  building,  however  coftly,  may  deferve 
fome  praife  and  much  excufe ;  from  thence  in- 
duftry  is  fed,  art  is  encouraged,  and  fome  objeA 
is  attained  of  public  emolument  or  pleafure:  the 
ufe  of  a  road,  an  aquedu£t,  or  an  hofpital,  is 
obvious  and  folid ;  and  the  hundred  churches 
that  arofe  by  the  cotpmand  of  Bafil,  were  con- 
fecrated  to  the  devotion  of  the  age.  In  the  cha- 
ra£ter  of  a  judge,  he  was  affiduous  and  impar- 
tial ;  defirous  to  fave,  but  not  afraid  to  ftrike  : 
the  oppreffors  of  the  people  were  feverely  chat 
tifed ;  but  his  perfonal  foes,  whom  it  might  be 
unfafe  to  pardon,  were  condemned,  after  the  lofs 
of  their  eyes,  to  a  life  of  folitude  and  repentance. 
The  change  of  language  and  manners  demanded 
a  revifion  of  the  obfolete  juriQ)rudence  of  Jufti- 
nian :  the  voluminous  body  of  his  Inftitutes, 
Pande£l:s,  Code,  and  Novels,  was  digefted  under 
forty  titles,  in  the  Greek  idiom ;  and  the  jBo- 
JiUcs^  which  were  improved  and  completed  by 
His  fon  and  grandfon,  muft  be  referred  to  the 
original  genius  of  the  founder  of  their  race. 
This  glorious  reign  was  terminated  by  an  acci- 
dent 
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dent  in  the  chafe.  A  furious  flag  entangled  Jiis  chap. 
horns  in  the  belt  of  Bafil,  and  raifed  him  from  XLvm. 
his  horfe  :  he  was  refcued  by  an  attendant,  who 
cut  the  belt  and  flew  the  animal ;  but  the  fall, 
or  the  fever,  exhaufted  the  ftrength  of  the  aged 
monarch,  and  he  expired  in  the  palace,  amidft 
the  tears  of  his  family  and  people.  If  he  (truck 
ofi*the  head  of  the  faithful  fervant,  for  prefuming 
to  draw  his  fword  againft  his  fovereign ;  the 
pride  of  dei*potifm,  which  had  lain  dormant  in 
his  life,  revived  in  the  lad  moments  of  defpair, 
when  be  no  longer  wanted  or  valued  the  opinion 
of  mankind. 

Of  the  four  fons  of  the  Emperor,  Conftantine  Leo  VI. 
died  before  his  father,  whofe  grief  and  credulity  ^^^^ 
were  amufed  by  a  flattering  impoflor  and  a  vain  a.d.  884» 
apparition.  Stephen,  the  youngeft,  was  content  ^^^^  ^' 
with  the  honours  of  a  patriarch  and  a  faint ;  both 
Leo  and  Alexander  were  alike  invefl;ed  with  the 
purple,  but  the  powers  of  govemnftent  were  folely 
exercifed  by  the  elder  brother.  The  name  of 
Leo  the  Sixth  has  been  dignified  with  the  title 
of  pMlq/bpher  ;  and  the  union  of  the  prince  and 
the  fage,  of  the  a6live  and  fpeculative  virtues, 
would  indeed  cwiftitute  the  perfection  of  human 
nature.  But  the  claims  of  Leo  are  far  fliort  of 
this  ideal  excellence.  Did  he  reduce  his  paf- 
fions  and  appetites  under  the  dominion  of 
reafon  ?  His  life  was  fpent  in  the  pomp  of  the 
palace,  in  the  fociety  of  his  wives  and  concu- 
bthes  ;  and  even  the  clemency  which  he  fliewed, 
and  the  peace  which  he  fl:rove  to  preferve,  mull 
he  imputed  to  the  foftnefs  and  indolence  of  hrs 
chara6ler.  Did  he  fubdue  his  prejudices,  and 
E  4  thofe 
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CHAP,  thofe  of  his  fubje6ls  ?  His  mind  was  tinged  with 
i^^* .  the  moft  puerile  fuperftition  ;  the  influence  of 
the  clergy,  and  the  errors  of  the  people,  were 
confecrated  by  his  laws ;  and  the  oracles  of  Leo, 
which  reveal,  in  prophetic  ftyile,  the  fates  of 
the  empire,  are  founded  on  the  arts  of  aftrolbgy 
-and  divination.  If  we  (lill  inquire  the  reafon  of 
his  fage  appellation,  it  can  only  be  replied,  that 
the  fon  of  Balil  was  lefs  ignorant  than  the  greater 
part  of  his  contemporaries  in  church  and  ftate; 
that  his  education  had  been  directed  by  the 
learned  Photius  ;  and  that  feveral  books  of  pro* 
fane  and  ecclefiafl:ical  fcience  were  compofed  by 
the  pen,  or  in  the  name,  of  the  Imperial  ^A«7o- 
Jbpher.  But  the  reputation  of  his  philofophy 
and  religion  was  overthrown  by  a  domeftic  vic^, 
the  repetition  of  his  nuptials.  The  primitive 
ideas  of  the  merit  andholinefs  of  celibacy,  were 
preached  by  the  monks  and  entertained  by  the 
Greeks.  Marriage  was  allowed  as  a  neceffary 
means  for  the  propagation  of  mankind  j  after 
the  death  of  either  party,  the  furvivor  might 
fatisfy;>  by  sl  Jecond  nnion^  the  weaknefs  or  th^ 
ftrength  of  the  flefli :  but  a  third  marriage  was 
cenfured  as  a  ilate  of  legal  fornication  ;  and  a 
fourth  was  a  fin  or  fcandal  yet  unknown  to  the 
Chriftians  of  the  Eaft.  In  the  beginning  of  his 
reign>  Leo  himfelf  had  abolilhed  the  ftate  cwf 
concubines,  and  condemned,  without  annul* 
ling,  third  marriages;  but  his  patriotifm  and 
love  foon  compelled  him  to  violate  his  own 
laws,  and  to  incur  the  penance,  which  in  a 
finiilar  cafe  he  had  impofed  on  his  fubje3;s. 
In  hi§  three  firft   alliances,   his   nuptial   bed 

II  was 
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was  unfruitful  J  the  Emperor  required  afe-CHAP? 
male  compaBion,  and  the  empire  a  legitimate  ^  _^_  \ 
heir.  The  beautiful  Zoe  was  introduced  into 
the  palace  as  a  concubine ;  and  after  a  trial  of 
h^r  fecundity,  and  the  birth  of  Conftantine,  her 
loVer  declared  his  intention  of  legitimating  the 
mother  and  the  child,  by  the  celebration  of  his 
fourth  nuptials.  But  the  patriarch  Nicholas 
refufed  his  bleffing:  the  Imperial  baptifm  of 
the  young  prince  was  obtained  by  a  proraife 
of  feparation ;  and  the  contumacious  hufband 
of  Zoe  was  excluded  from  the  communion  of 
the  faithful.  Neither  the  fear  of  exile,  nor  the 
defertion  of  his  brethren,  nor  the  authority  of 
the  Latin  church,  nor  the  danger  of  failure 
or  doubt  in  the  fucceffion  to  the  empire,  could 
bend  the  fpirit  of  the  inflexible  monk.  After 
tlie  death  of  Leo,  he  was  recalled  from  exile 
to  the  civil  and  ecclefiaflical  adminiftration } 
and  the  edi^  of  union  which  was  promulgated 
in  the  name  of  Conftantine,  condemned  the 
future  fcandal  of  fourth  marriages,  and  left  a 
tacit  imputation  on  his  own  birth. 

In  the  Greek  language  purple  and  porphyry  Aiexan- 
are  the  feme  word :  and  as  the  colours  of  nature  ^tj^g"' 
are  invariable,  we  may  learn,  that  a  dark  deep  vn.Poi> 
red  was  the  Tyrian   dye    which   ftained  the  ^^^^ 
purple  of  the  ancients.     An  apartment  of  the  a.d.  911, 
Byzantine  palace  was  lined  with  porphyry :  it  ^^  ^^* 
was  referved  for  the  ufe  of  the  pregnant  em* 
preffiss;  and  the  royal  birth  of  their  children  was 
exprefled  by  the  appellation  of  porpht/rogenite^ 
Of  born  in  the  purple.    Several  of  the  Roman 
princes  had  been  blefled  with  an  heir  ^  but  this 

peculiat 
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CHAP,  peculiar  furname  was  firft  applied  to  Conftantifie 
XLvm.  ^jj^  Seventh.     His  life  and  titular  reign  were  of 
equal  duration  ;  but  of  fifty-four  yearjf,  fix  had 
elapfed  before  his  father's  death  j  and  the  fon  of 
Leo  was  ever  the  voluntary  or  relu6lantfubje6l;  of 
thofe  who  opprefled  his  weaknefs  or  abnfed  his 
confidence.     His   uncle    Alexander,  who   had 
long  been  invefled  with  the  title  of  Auguflus, 
was  the  firfl   colleague    and   governor  of  the 
young  prince:  but  in  a  rapid   career  of  vice 
and  folly,  the  brother  of  Leo  already  emulated 
the  reputation   of  Michael ;  and  when  he  was 
extinguifhed  by  a  timely  death,  he  entertained 
a  proje6l  of  caflrating  his  nephew,  and  leaving 
the  empire  to  a  worthlefs  favourite.     The  fuc- 
ceeding  years  of  the  minority  of  Conftantine 
were  occupied  by  his  mother  Zoe,  and  a  fuc- 
cefRon  of  council  of  feven  regents,  who  pur- 
fued  their  interefl,  gratified  their  paffions,  aban- 
doned the  republic,  fupplanted  each  other,  and 
finally  vanifhed  in  the  prefence  of  a  foldier. 
From  an  obfcure  origin,  Romanus  Lecapenus 
had  raifed  himfelf  to  the  command  of  the  naval 
armies;  and  in  the  anarchy  of  the  times,  had 
deferved,  or  at  leafl  had  obtained,  the  national 
efteem.     With   a    vi6lorious    and   afiedlionate 
fleet,  he  failed  from  the  mouth  of  the  Danube 
into  the   harbour  of  Conflantinople,  and  was 
hailed  as  the  deliverer  of  the  people,  and  the 
guardian  of  the  prince.      His  fupreme  office 
was  at  firfl  defined  by  the  new  appellation  of 
i.Lecape-  father  of  the  Emperor;  but  Romanus  foon  dif^ 
nu»»  dained   the  fubordinate  powers  of  a  minifler^ 

.d'c?-?/.^'  and  afTumed, -with    the   titles   of  Cafar   and 

Auguftus, 
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Auguftus,   the   full  independence  of  royalty,  c  H  A  P. 
which  he  held  near  five  and  twenty  years.    His  ^^^"^ 
three  fons,  Chriftopher,  Stephen,  and  Conftan-  chrifto- 
tine,  were  fucceflively  adorned  with  the  fame  pJ|""»  ^^®- 
honours,  and  the  lawful  Emperor  was  degraded  coSan- 
from  the  firft  to  the  fiflh  rank  in  this  college  of  tine  viii. 
princes.     Yet,  in  the  prefervation  of  his  life  and 
crown,  he  might  flill  applaud  his  own  fortune 
and  the  clemency  of  the  ufurper.     The  exam- 
ples of  aocient  and  modiern  hiftory  would  have 
excufed  the  ambition  of  Romanus :  the  powers 
and  the  laws  of  the  empire  were  in  his  hand  y 
the  fpurious  birth  of  Conftantine  would  have 
juilified   his  excluiion;  and  the  grave  or  the 
monaftery  was  open  to  receive  the  fon  of  the 
concubine.    But  Lecapenus  does  not  appear  to 
have  poflefled  either  the  virtues  or  the  vices  of 
a  tyrant     The  fpirit  and  a6livity  of  his  pri- 
vate life  diflblved  away  in  the  funfliine  of  the 
throne;  and  in  his  licentious  pleafures,  he  forgot 
the  fafety  both  of  the  republic  and  of  his  family. 
Of  a  mild  and  religious  charadler,  he  refpefled 
the  fandlity  of  oaths,  the  innocence  of  the  youth, 
the  memory  of  his  parents,  and  the  attachment 
of  the  people.     The  iludious  temper  and  retire- 
ment of  Conftantine  difarmed  the  jealoufy  of 
power:  his  books  and  mufic,  his  pen  and  his  pen- 
cil were  a  conftant  fource  of  amufement;  and  if 
he  could  improve  a  fcanty  allowance  by  the  fale 
of  his  pi^ures,  if  their  price  was  not  enhanced 
by  the  name  of  the  artift,  he  was  endowed  with 
a  perfonal  talent,  which  few  princes  could  employ 
ip  the  hour  of  adverfity. 

The 
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CHAP.  The  fall  of  Rotnanus  Was  occafioned  by  hht 
XLVin.  ^^u  Yices  and  thofe  of  his  chUdren.  Aftet  the 
ConiUn.  deceafe  of  Chriilopher,  his  eldeil  fon,  the  two 
t^ie  VII.  furviving  brothers  quarrelled  with  each  other, 
Jan.  27.*^'  and  confpired  againft  their  father.  At  the  hour 
of  noon,  when  all  ftrangers  were  regularly  ex- 
cluded from  the  palace,  they  entered  his  apart^ 
ment  with  an  armed  force,  and  conveyed  hitn, 
in  the  habit  of  a  monk^  to  a  fmall  ifland  in  the 
Propontis,  which  was  peopled  by  a  religious  co£D^ 
munity.  The  rumour  of  this  domeilic  revolu- 
tion excited  a  tumult  in  the  city;  but  Porphyro- 
genitus  alone,  the  true  and  lawful  Emperor,  was 
the  obje6t  of  the  public  care;  and  the  fons  of 
Lecapenus  were  taught,  by  tardy  experience^ 
that  they  had  achieved  a  guilty  and  perilous 
enterprife  for  the  benefit  of  their  rival.  Their 
fifter  Helena,  the  wife  of  Conftantin'e,  revealed^ 
or  fuppofed,  their  treacherous  detign  of  afTaiB'^ 
nating  her  hufband  at  the  royal  banquet.  His 
loyal  adherents  were  alarmed;  and  the  two 
tifurpers  were  prevented,  feized,  degraded  from 
Hhe  purple,  and  embarked  fqr  the  fame  ifland  and 
monaftery,  where  their  father  had  been  fo  lately 
confined.  Old  Romanus  met  them  00  the  beadi 
with  afarcaftic  fmile,  and,  after  a  jufl  reproach  of 
their  folly  and  ingratitude,  prefentedhis  Irapjerial 
colleagues  with  an  equal  Ihare  of  his  water  and 
vegetable  diet.  In  the  fortieth  year  of  his  rei^^ 
Conftantine  the  Seventh  obtained  the  poiTefliozi  of 
the  Eailern  worlds  which  he  ruled,  or  feemed  to 
rule^near  fifteen  years.  But  he  was  devoid  of  that 
energy  of  character  whioh  could  emerge  into  a 

life 
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life  of  a6lion  and  glory;   ancj  the  ftudies  which  c  H  A  R. 
had  amufed  and  dignified  his  leifure,  were  incom**  .  ' j 

patible  with  the  ferious  duties  of  a  fovereign* 
The  Emperor  negledled  the  practice,  to  inllrudt 
his  fon  Romanusin  the  theory,  of  government  j 
while  he  indulged  the  habits  of  intemperance 
and  floth,  he  dropt  the  reins  of  the  adminiftra* 
tion  into  the  hands  of  Helena  his  wife ;  and,  in 
the  fhifting  fcene  of  her  favour  and  caprice, 
each  miniller  was  regretted  in  the  promotion  of 
a  more  worthlefs  fucceflbr.  Yet  the  birth  and 
misfortunes  of  Conilantine  had  endeared  him 
to  the  Greeks ;  they  excufed  his  failings ;  ^they  . 
refpe6led  his  learning,  his  innocence,  and  cha- 
rity, his  love  of  juftice ;  and  the  ceremony  of 
his  funeral  was  mourned  with  the  unfeigned 
tears  of  his  fubjefts.  The  body,  according  to 
ancient  cqftom,  lay  in  ftate  in  the  veftibule  of  the 
palace  ;  and  the  civil  and  military  officers,  the 
partricians,  the  fenate,  and  the  clergy,  approached 
in  due  order  to  adore  and  kifs  the  inanimate 
corpfe  of  their  fovereign.  Before  the  proceC* 
fion  moved  towards  the  Imperial  fepulchre,  an 
herald  proclaimed  this  awful  admonition :  "  Arife 
"  O  king  of  the  world,  and  obey  the  fummons  of 
*«  the  King  of  kings!" 

The  death  of  Conftantine  was  imputed  to  Ronuws 
poifon  >  and  his  fon  Romanus,  who  derived  that  ^- Jji?>«>r, 
namefromhismaternalgrandtather,afcendedthe  Nov.  15. 
throne  of  Conftantinople.     A  prince  who,  at  the 
age  of  twenty,  could  be  fufpe^led  of  anticipating 
his  inheritance,  muft  have  been  already  loft  in  the 
public  efteem  ;  yet  Romanus  was  rather  weak 
than  wicked  ^  and  the  largeft  fh^o  of  the  guilt 

was 
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CHAP,  was  transferred  to  his  wife,  THeophano,  a  woman 
s^.^3^  ^^  ^^^'^  origin,  mafculine  fpirit,  and  flagitious 
manners.  The  fenfe  of  perfonal  glory  and  pub- 
lic happinefs,  the  true  pleafures  of  royalty,  were 
unknown  to  the  fon  of  Cbnftantine ;  and  while 
the  two  brothers,  Nicephorus  and  Leo,  tri- 
umphed over  the  Saracens,  the  hoqrs  which  the' 
Emperor  owed  to  his  people  were  confumed  in 
ftrenuous  idlenefs.  In  the  morning  he  vifited 
the  circus ;  at  noon  he  feafl:ed  the  fenators ; 
the  greater  part  of  the  afternoon  he  ipent  in 
thejpheeri/leriumj  or  tenniscourt,  the  only  theatre 
of  his  viftories  ;  from  thence  he  paffed  over  to 
the  Aflatic  fide  of  the  Bofphorus,  hunted  and 
killed  four  wild  boars  of  the  largeft  fize,  and 
returned  to  the  palace,  proudly  content  with 
the  labours  of  the  day.  In  ftrength  and  beauty 
he  was  conipicuous  above  his  equals :  tall  and 
ftraight  as  a  young  cyprefs,  his  complexion  was 
fair  and  florid,  his  eyes  fparkling,  his  flioulders 
broad,  his  nofe  long  and  aquiline.  Yet  even 
thefe  perfe6lions  were  infufficient  to  fix  the 
love  of  Theophano ;  and,  after  a  reign  of  four 
years,  flie  mingled  for  her  hufljand  the  fame 
deadly  draught  which  flie  had  compofed  for  his 
father. 
Niccpho-  By  his  marriage  with  this  impious  woman,  Ro- 
nis  n.  manus  the  younger  left  two  fons,  Bafil  the  Second 
A.D.  963,  ^^^  Confl:antine  the  Ninth,  and  two  daughters, 
Auguft6»,  Theophano  and  Anne.  The  eldefl;  fifter  was 
given  to  Otho  the  Second,  Emperor  of  the  Wefl;  j 
the  younger  became  the  wife  of  Wolodomair, 
great  duke  and  apoflle  of  Ruflia,  and,  by  the 
marriage  of  her  grand-daughter  with  Henry  the 
1.5  Firft, 
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Firft,  King  of  France,  the  blood  of  the  Macedo-  c  H  A  P. 
nians,  and  perhaps  of  the  Arfacides,  ftill  flows  in  ^^^^^^ 
the  veins  of  the  Bourbon  line.     After  the  death 
of  her  hulband,  the  Emprefs  afpired  to  reign  in 
the  name  of  her  fons,  the  elder  of  whom  was 
five,  and  the  younger  only  two,  years  of  age  ; 
but  Ihe  foon  felt  the  inftability  of  a  throne,  which 
was  fupported  by  a  female  who  could  not  be 
efteemed,  and  two  infants  who  could  not  be 
feared.     Theophano  looked  around  for  a  pro- 
testor, and  threw  herfelf  into  the  arms  of  the 
braved  foldier  j  her  heart  was  capricious  ;  but 
the  deformity  of  the  new  favourite  rendered  it 
more  than  probable  that  intereft  was  the  motive 
and  excufe  of  her  love.     Nicephorus  Pbocus 
united,  in  the  popular  opinion,  the  double  merit 
of  an  hero  and  a  faint.     In  the  former  cha- 
racter, his    qualifications    were    genuine    and 
fplendid :  the  defcendant  of  a  race,  illuftrious 
by  their  military  exploits,  he  had  difplayed,  in 
every  flation  and  in  every  province,  the  cou- 
rage  of  a  foldier  and  the  condu6l  of  a  chief; 
'  and  Nicephorus  was  crowned  with  recent  lau- 
rels, from  the  important  conqueft  of  the  ifle  of 
Crete.     His  religion  was  of  a  more  ambiguous 
caft;  and  his  haircloth,  his  fads,  his  pious  idiom, 
and  his  wifli  to  retire  from  the  bufineis  of  the 
world,  were  a  convenient  maflc  for  his  dark 
and  dangerous  ambition.     Yet  he  impofed  on 
an  holy  patriarch,  by  whofe  influence,  and  by 
a  decree  of  the  fenate,  he  was  entruded,  during 
the  minority  of  the  young  princes,  with  the  ab- 
folute  and  independent  command  of  the  Ori- 
ental armies.     As  foon  as  he  bad  fecured  the 

leaders 
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CHAP,  leaders  and  the  troops^  he  boldly  marched  to 
^^^'-   Conftantinople,  trampled  on  his  enemies,  avowed 
his  correfpondence  with  the  Emprefs,  aiid  with* 
out  degrading  her  fons,  aflumed,  with  the  title 
of  Auguftus,  the  pre-eminence  of  rank  and  the 
plenitude  of  power.      But  his  marriage  with 
Theophano  was  refufed  by  the  iame  patriarch 
who  had  placed  the  crown  on  his  head :  by  his 
fecond  nuptials  he  incurred  a  year  of  canonical 
penance ;  a  bar  of  fpiritual  affinity  was  oppofed 
to  their  celebration ;  and  fome  evafion  and  per- 
jury were  required  to  filence  the  fcruples  of  the 
clergy  and  people.     The  popularity  of  the  Em* 
peror  was  loft  in  the  purple :  in  a  reign  of  fix 
years  he  provoked  the  ^hatred  of  ftrangers  and 
fubje6ts ;  and  the  hypocrify  and  avarice  of  the 
firft  Nicephorus  were  revived  in  his  fucceffor* 
Hypocriiy  I  fliall  never  juftify  or  palliate  ;  but 
I  will  dare  to  obferve,  that  the  odious  vice  of 
avarice  is  of  all  others  moft  haftily  arraigned, 
and  moft  unmercifully  condemned.     In  a  pri« 
vate  citizen,  our  judgment  feldom  expedts  an 
accurate  fcrutiny  into  his  fortune  and  expence; 
and  in  a  fteward  of  the  public  treafure,  fru* 
gality  is  always  a  virtue,  and  the  increafe  of 
taxes  too  often  an  indifpenfable  duty.    In  the 
ufe  of  his  patrimony,  the  generous  temper  of 
Nicephorus  had  been  proved ;  and  the  revenue 
was  ftridlly  applied  to  the  fervice  of  the  ftale ; 
^  each  fpring  the  Emperor  marched  in  perfon 
againft  the  Saracens ;  and  every  Roman  might 
compute  the  employment  of  his  taxes  in  tri* 
umphs,  conquefts,  and  the  fecurity  of  the  Ea£> 
tern  barrier. 

Among 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  65 

Among  the  warriors,  who  promoted  his  eleva-  chap. 
tion,  and  ferved  under  his  ftandard,  a  noble  and  .^^^ 
valiant  Armenian  had  deferved  and  obtained  the  john  zi. 
moft  eminent  rewards.    The  ftature  of  John  Zi-  5^^" 
mifces  was  below  the  ordinary  ftandard;  but  this  ftandneix! 
diminutive  body  was  endowed  with  ftrength,  A.D.  9691 
beauty,  and  the  foul  of  an  hero.     By  thejea-'      '^^* 
louiy  of  the  Emperor's  brother,  he  was  degraded 
from  the  office  of  general  of  the  Eaft,  to  that  of 
director  of  the  pdls,  and  his  murmurs  were  cha& 
tifed  with  di%race  and  exil6.    But  Zimifces  was 
ranked  among  the  numerous  lovers  of  the  Em* 
prefs ;  on  her  interceffion  he  was  permitted  to 
refide  at  Chalcedon  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  capital :  her  bounty  was  repaid  in  his  clan-^ 
deftine  and  amorous  vifits  to  the  palace;  and 
Theophano    confented,  with  alacrity,  to   the 
death  of  an  ugly  and  penurious  hufband.  Some 
bold  and  trufty  confpirators  were  concealed  in 
her  inoft  private  chambers ;  in  the  darknefs  of  a 
winter  night,  Zimifces,  with  his  principal  com- 
panions, embarked  in  a  fmall  boat,traverfed  the 
Bofphorus,  landed  at  the  palace  ftairs,  and 
filendy  afcended  a  ladder  of  ropes,  which  was 
caft  down  by  the  female  attendants.    Neither 
his  own  fufpicions,   not  the  warnings  of  bis 
friends,  nor  the  tardy  aid  of  his  brother  Leo, 
nor  the  fortreis  which  he  had  ere£led  in  the  pa- 
lace, could  prote£t  Nicephorus  from  a  domeftic 
jR>e,  at  whofe  voice  every  door  was  opened  to  ^ 
.  the  aflaffins.    As  he  flept  on  a  bear-lkin,  on  the 
ground,  he  was  roiifed  by  their  noily  intrufion, 
and  thirty  daggers  glittered  beiS>re  his  eyes.    It 
is  doubtful  whether  2Smifces  imbrued  his  hands 
VOL.  IX.  F  in 
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CHAP,  in  the  blood  of  his  fov^reignj  but  b^  enjoyed  the 
^^^  inhuman  fpedlacle  of  revenge.    Th^lEiurdorwas 
pi'otra6led  by  iniult  and  cruelty;  and  as  fqon  as 
the  head  of  Nicephoru?  was  Ihewn  from  the  win- 
dow, the  tumult  was  hufliedi  dnd  the  Armenian 
was  Emperor  pf  the  Eaft.    On  the  day  of  his 
coronation,  he  was  ftopp^d  on  the  tbrefljold  of 
St.  Sophia,   by  the   intrepid,  patriavck;.;  Who 
charged  \ns  confcieppe  with  thfe  deed  of  tteafon 
and  blood;  and  required,  as  a  fign:6f  repent-. 
^c^y  that  he  ihpuld  fepairate  himfelf  from  his 
more  criminal  aiTocinte*    This  fally  of  apoftolie 
zeal  was  not  offenfive  tQ  the  prince^  fince  he  could 
neither  love  nor  truft  )ei  woman  who  had  repeat- 
edly violated  the  mo(l;&ored  obligations ;  and 
Theophano,  infte^d  of  Qiaring  his -Imperial  for- 
tunjc,  was  difmiffpd.  with  ignominy ^fr^m  his  bed 
and  palace.     In  their  laft  ifttetview^  fl^e  dis- 
played *a  frantic  and  impotent  rage ;  accufed.the; 
ingratitude  of  her  lover ;  aflaulted  with  words* 
and  .blows  herfon  Baiil,  as  he  ftood  lilent  arid- 
fiibmifBve  in  the  prefemce  of  a  fuperior  colleague$^ 
and  avowed  her  own  proftitution  ia  proclaimifig 
the  illegitimacy  of  bi5  birth.'    The  public  indig- 
nation was.  appeafed  by  her  exile,  and  the  pa-> 
^lifliment  of  the  meaner  ax;complices :  the  death 
of  an  unpopuUr  prince  was  forgiven  ;  and  tlie 
guilt  of  Zimifces  was  forgotten  in  the  fplendour 
of  his  virtues..    .  Perhaps  his  profuifion  was  lefc 
0  ufeful  to  the  llate  tbau  the  avarice  of  Njcepho-^ 
rus;  but  his  gentle  and  generous,  behaviour  de- 
lighted allwhp  approached  his  perfoti;  audit 
was  tmly  in  the  paths  of  vi6lory  that  he  trod  ii> 
\he  footfleps  of  his  predece0br.    The  gfeateS^. 
f  -        P^rt 
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))art  of  his  reign  was  employed  in  the  cfetnp  arid  CHAP, 
thie  field ;  his  perfonal  A^alour  and  aftivity  was  ^yj^\ 
fighalized  on  the  Ddnube  and  the  Tigrisj  the 
ancient  boundaries  of  the  Roman  world ;  and  by 
his  double  triumph  over  the  Ruffians  and  the 
Saracens,  he  deferved  the  titles  of  faviour  of  the 
empire,  and  conqueror  of  the  Eaft.  In  his  laft 
return  from  Syria,  he  obferved  that  the  moft 
fruitful  lands  of  his  new  provinces  were  poflefled 
by  the  eunuchs.  "  And  is  it  for  them,"  he  ex- 
claimed,  with  honed  indignation,  "  that  we 
**  have  fought  and  conquered  ?  Is  it  for  them 
**  that  we  flied  our  blood,  and  exhauft  the  trea- 
•*  fores  of  our  people  ?"  The  complaint  was  re* 
Echoed  to  the  palace,  and  the  death  of  Zimifced 
is  ftrongly  marked  with  the  fufpicion  of  poifon. 

Under  this  ufurpation,  or  regency,  of  twelve  Bafii  IL 
years,  the  two  lawful  Emperors,  Bafil  and  Con-  ^^^^x. 
ftantine,  had  filently  grown  to  the  age  of  man-  ajd.  976^ 
hood.    Their  tender  years  had  been  incapable  of  ^^nuaryio. 
dominion :  the  refpefilful  modefty  of  their  at- 
tendance and  falutation^^as  due  to  the  age  and 
inerit  of  their  guardians:  the  childlefs  ambition 
of  thofe  guardians  had  no  temptation  to  violate 
their  .right  of  fucceffion  :  their  patrimony  was 
ably  and  faithfully  adminiftered ;  and  the  pre- 
imtute  death  of  Zimifces  was  a  lofs,  rather  than 
d  benefit,  to  the  fons  of  Romanus.     Their  want 
of  experience  detained  them  twelve  years  longer 
the  obfcure  and  voluntary  pupils  of  a  minifter,  ^ 
who  extended  his  I'eign  by  perfuading  them  to 
indulge  the  pleafures  of  youth,  and  to  difdain 
the  labours  of  government.    In  this  filken  web, 
the  weakn^fs  of  Conftantinc  was  for  ever  jem 
F  2  tangled  J 
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CHAP,  tangled ;  but  his  elder  brother  felt  the  impulfe 
XLVUL  of  genius  and  the  defireof  a^ion ;  he  frowned, 
and  the  minifter  was  no  more*  Bafil  was  the 
acknowledged  fovereign  of  Coiiilantinople  and 
the  provinces  of  Europe;  but  Afia  was  oppreffed 
by  two  veteran  generals,  Phocas  and  Sclerus, 
who,  alternately  friends  and  enemies,  fubjedts 
and  rebels,  maintained  their  independence,  and 
laboured  to  emulate  the  example  of  fuccefsful 
ufui^pation.  Againft  thefe  domeftic  enemies, 
the  fon  of  Romulus  firft  drew  his  fword,  and 
they  trembled  in  the  prefence  of  a  lawful  and 
high-fpirited  prince.  The  fird,  in  the  front  of 
battle,  was  thrown  from  his  horfe,  by  the  ftroke 
ofpoifon,  or  an  arrow:  the  fecond,  who  had 
been  twice  loaded  with  chains,  and  twice  in- 
vefted  with  the  purple,  was  defirous  of  ending 
in  peace  the  fmall  remainder  of  bis  day9.  As 
the  aged  fuppliant  approached  the  throne,  with 
dim  eyes  and  faultering  ileps,  leaning  on  his 
two  attendants,  the  Emperor  exclaimed^  in  the 
infolence  of  youth  and^ower,  "  And  is  this  the 
"man  who  has  fo  long  been  the  object  of  our 
**  terror  ?"  After  he  had  confirmed  his  own  au- 
thority, and  the  peace  of«the  empire,  the  trophies 
of  Nicephorus  and  Zimifces would  not  fuffet  their 
royal  pupil  to  fleep  in  the  palace.  His  long  and 
frequent  expeditions  againft  the  Saracens  were 
rather  glorious,  than  ufefiil  to  the  empire }  but 
the  final  deftru6tion  of  the  kingdom  pf  Bulgaria 
appears,  fince  the  time  of  Bdiiariud^  the  mofl 
important  triumph  of  the  Roman  arms.  Yet 
inftead  of  applauding  their  vi&orious  prince,  his 
fubjeftsr  detefte4  th«  f tpacious  and  rigid  avarice 

of 


OF  rut  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  69 

of  BAfil ;  a(nd  in  the  itnperfe6t  na?rative  of  his  ^^  .^^ 
^exploits,  we  can  only  difcern  the  courage, 
patience,  and  ferocioufnefs  of  a  foldier.  A  vicious 
education,  which  could  not  fubdue  his  ipirit,  had 
clouded  his  mind;  he  was  ignorant  of  every 
fcience;  and  the  remembrance  of  his  learned  and 
feeble  grandfire  might  encourage  a  real  or 
afFe6ted  contempt  of  laws  and  lawyers,  of  ^rtifis 
and  arts.  Of  fuch  a  character,  in  fuch  an  age, 
fuperftition  took  a  firm  and  lading  polTeffion} 
after  the  firft  licence  of  his  youth,  Bafil  the 
Second  devoted  his  life,  in  the  palace  and  the 
camp,  to  the  penance  of  an  hermit,  wore  the 
monadic  habit  under  his  robes  and  armour,  ob- 
ferved  a  vow  of  continence,  and  impofed  on  his 
appetites  a  perpetual  abdinence  from  wine  and 
flefli.  Inthedxty-eighthyearof  his  age,  his  martial 
:^irit  urged  him  to  embark  in  peiibn  for  a  holy  war 
againdthe  Saracens  of  Sicily ;  he  was  prevented 
by  death,  and  Bafil,  furnamed  the  Slayer  of  the 
Bulgarians,  was  difmifled  from  the  world,  with 
the  blefiings  of  the  cler^  and  the  curfes  of  the 
people.  After  his  deceafe,  his  brother  Coiidan-  ConfUn- 
tine  enjoyed,  about  three  years,  the  power,  or  ^^'^ 
father  the  pleafures,  ofJbyalty ;  and  his  only  care  io%s»  De- 
was  the  fettlement  of  the  fucceffion.  He  iiad  *'*'"'**^- 
enjoyed  fixty-fix  years  the  title  of  Augutlus ; 
and  the  reign  of  the  two  brothers  is  the  longed, 
and  mod.  obfcure,  of  the  Byzantine  hidory. 

A  lineal  fucceffion  of  five  emperors,  in  a  period  Romanu* 
of  one  hundred  and  fixty  years,  had  attached  the  "^*  ^" 
loyalty  of  the  Greeks  to  the  Macedonian  dynady,  ^^/b. 
which  had  been  thrice  refpe6led  by  the  ufurpers  ??*^* 
of  their  power.    After  the  death  of  Condanttne 
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CRAP,  the  Ninth,  the  laft  male  df  the  rdyal  race,  a  new 

XL VIII  J  ^ 

and  broken  fcene  prefents  itfelf,  and  the  accumu^ 
lated  years  of  twelve  emperors  do  not  equal. tbi$ 
fpace  of  his  fingle  reign*  His  elder  brother  htid 
preferred  his  private  chaftity  to  the  public  inr 
tereft,  and  Conftantine  himfelf  had  only  three 
daughters;  Eudocia,  who  took  the  veil,  and  Zoe 
and  Theodora,  who  were  preferved  till  a  mature 
age  in  a  ftate  of  ignbranca  and  virginity.  When 
their  marriage  was  difcuifed  in  the  council  of 
their  dying  father,  the  cold  or  pious.  Theodora 
refufed  to  give  an  heir  to  the  empire,  but  het 
fifler  Zoe  prefented  berfeli  a  willing  «vi6tim  at 
the  altar,  Roman  us  Argyrus,  a  patrician  of  a 
graceful  perfon  and  fair  reputation,  was  chofeh 
for  her  hufband,  and,  on  his  declining  that 
honour,  was  informed,  that  blindnefs  or  death 
was  the  fecond  alternative.  The  motive  of  his 
relu6lance  was  conjugal  affedlion,  but  his  faithful 
wife  facrificed  her  own  happinefs  to  hislafety  and 
greatnefs ;  and  her  entrance  into  a  monaftery 
removed  the  only  bar  to  the  Imperial  nuptials; 
After  the  deceale  of  Conftantine,  the  fceptre 
devolved  to  Romanus  the  Third ;  buthislabours  at 
home  and  abroad  were  equally  feeble  and  fruits 
lefs;  and  the  mature  age,  the  forty-eight  year» 
of  Zoe,  were  lefs  favourable  tp  the  hopes  of  preg-. 
pancy  than  to  the  indulgence  of  pleafure*  .Her. 
favourite  chaiiiberlain  was  an  handfome.  Faphla-« 
gonian  of  the  name  of  Michael,  whofe  firft  trade 
had  been  that  of  a  money-changer;  andRomanusy 
either  from  gratitude  or  equity,  connived  at  their 
criminal  intercourfe,praccepted  a  flightiaiTurauce 
of  their  innocence.    But  Zoc  jToan.juftjfied  the. 
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Roman  maxim,  that  every  adultreis  is  capable  of  ^^J^jJ** 
poifbtii^g  her  huiband ;  and  the  death  of  Rd«  C^^^Ij 
manu^  was  inftantly  followed  by  the  fcandaloiis 
marriage  and' elevation  of  Michael  the  Fourth; 
The.  expe^atitoil<$i  ^  2oe  were  however  difitp^  J^^^* 
pointed:   inftedd  of  a  vigorous  and   grateful  Paphfago- 
lover,  (he  had' placed f  in  her  bed,  a  miferable  *^j^ 
wretch,  whofe  teftlth  arid  >rdaft)n  were  impaired  103^, 
by  epileptic  fits,^  arlfd'^hofe  6oiifcietice  was  tor-  April  ix. 
mented  by  defpair  and  rfetrififrfe.  •  Thfe  taroft Ikilfut 
phyficians  of  the  mind  and  body  were  fummoned 
to  his  aid ;  and  his  hopes  were  amufed  by  freficjireiit 
pilgrimages  to  the  baths,  bnd'to  the  totribs  of  thef 
moft  jiopula^-  iiiilits ;  thfe '  monks .  appUiided  hfe 
penaiide^,  ind,  except  *eftitutidti,  (but  to  whom 
fliould  he  have  reftored  ?)  Michael  fought  every 
method  of  e^tpiating  his  guilt.    While  he  groan- 
ed and  prayed  iii  ikckcloth  and  aihes,  his  brother, 
the  eunuch  John^  finiled  at  his  remorfe,  and  en- 
joyed  the  hafveft  of  a  crime  of  which  himfelf  was 
the  fecret  and  moft  guilty  author.    His  adminif-^  i 

tration  was  only  the  arPof  (atiating  his  avarice,  ' 
and  Zoe  became  a  captive  in  the  palace  of 
her  fathers  and  in  the  hands  of  her  ilaves. 
When  he-  perceived  the  irretrievable  decline 
of  his  brother's  health,  he  introduced  his  ne- 
phew, another  Michael,  who  derived  his  furname 
of  Calaphates  from  his  father's  occupation  in 
the  careening  of  veffels :  at  the  command  of 
the  eunuch^  Zoe  adopted  for  her  fon,  the  fon  of 
a  mechanic ;  and  this  fi6litious  heir  was  invefted 
with  4lie  title  and  purple  of  the  Cse&rs,  iii  the  1 

prefefice  of  the  fenate  and  clergy.  So  feeble  was  ^ 

the  dbara^er  of  Zoe,  th^t  ihe  was  opprefled 
/"^  14  by 
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C  H  A  P.  by  the  liberty  and  power  which  fte  I'ecoveredby 
^^^-   thedeathof  thePaphlagonianjandat  the  end 
of  four  days,  fhe  placed  the  crown  on  the  head 
of  Michael  theFiflh^who  had  proteft^d  with  tear» 
and  oaths,  that  he  fhould  ever  reign  the  firft 
and  njoft  obedient  of  her  fuhje£ts.   The  only  a£l 
of  his  fliort  reign  waa  his  bafe  ingratitude  to 
his  benefa6lors,  the  eunuch  and  the  Emprefs^ 
The  di%race  of  the  former  was  pleafing  to  the 
public;  but  the  murmurs^  and  at  length  the  cla- 
mours, of  Conftantinople  deplored  the  exile  of 
Zoe,  the  daughter  of  fo  many  emperors ;  her 
vices  were  forgotten,  and  Michael  was  taught^ 
that  there  is  a  period  in  which  the  patience  of 
the  tameft  flaves  rifes  into  fury  and  revenge. 
The  citizens  of  every  degree  aflembled  in  a  for- 
midable tumult  which  lafted  three  days }  they 
befieged  the  palace,  forced  the  gates^  recalled 
Zoe  and     their  mothers^  Zee  from  her  prifon,  Theodora 
*^"f|^^  from  her  monaftery,  and  condemned  the  fon  of 
xo4«,        Calaphates  to  the  lofs  of  his  eyes  or  of  his  life. 
April  II.    Pqj.  the  firft  time,  the  Greeks  beheld  with  fui?- 
prife  the  two  royal  fiilers  feated  on  the  fame 
throne,  prefiding  in  the  fenate,  and  giving  audi- 
ence to  the  ambafladors  of  the  nations.    But  this 
fingular  union  fubfilled  no  more  thantwomonths; 
the  two  fovereigns,  their  tempers,  interefts,  and 
adherents, were  fecretlyhoftile  to  each  other;  and 
as  Theodora  was  ftill  adverfe  to  marriage,  the  in- 
de&tigable  Zoe,  at  the  age  of  fixty,  confented, 
for  the  public  good,  to  fuilain  the  embraces  of  a 
conihn.     third  hiilband,  and  the  cenfures  of  the  .Greek 
tine  and     church,  His  name  and  number  were  Conftantine 
J£r""'  the  Tenth^  and  the  epithet  of  Monomqchus^  the 
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fingle  combatant,  muft  bav^  been  expreffive  of  c  h  a  P; 
his  valour  and  vi6lory  in  fome  public  or  private  ^^^ 
quarrel.    But  his  health  was  broken  by  the  tor*  a.d. 
tures  of  the  gout,  and  his  diflblute  reign  was  y^?^ 
ipent  in  the  alternative  of  iicknels  and  pleafure. 
A  fair  and  noble  widow  had  accompanied  Con- 
ftantine  in  his  exile  to  the  ifle  of  Lefbos,  and 
Sclerena  gloried  in  the  appellation  of  his  miil     ^ 
treis.     After  his  marriage  and  elevation,  ihe 
was  invefted  with  the  title  and  pomp  of  Auguffa^ 
and  occupied  a  contiguous  apartment  in  the 
palace.     The  lawful  confort  (fuch  was  the  de- 
licacy or  corruption  of  Zeo)  confented  to  this 
ftrange  and  fcandalous  partition ;  and  the  Em- 
peror appeared  in  public  between  his  wife  and 
his  concubine.   He  furvived  them  both ;  but  the 
laft  meafiires  of  Conftantine  to  change  the  order 
of  fucceffion  were  prevented  by  the  more  vigilant 
friends  of  Theodora ;  and  after  his  deceafe,  flie  Theodora^ 
refumed,  with  the  general  confent,  the  poflelfion  ^^' 
of  her  inheritance.    In  her  name  and  by  the  in-  Nov.  ^o* 
fluence  of  four  eunuchs,  the  Eaftern  world  was 
peaceably  governed  about  nineteen  months ;  and 
as  they  wifhed  to  prolong  their  dominion,  they 
perfuaded  the  aged  princeis  to  nominate  for  her 
fuccejQTor  Michael  the  Sixth.  Thefumameof  ^(ra-  Mduei 
tioticm  declares  his  military  profeffion  j  but  the  X^\^*^' . 
crazy  and  decrepit  veteran  could  only  fee  with  the  A.p.  * 
eyes,  and  execute  with  the  hands,  of  his  minifters.  ]^\ 
Whilft  heafcended  the  throne,  Theodora  funk  in-     ^ 
to  the  grave ;  the  laft  of  the  Macedonian  or  Bafi- 
lian.dyna^y.    I  have  haftily  reviewed,  and  gladly 
difmifs  this  ihameful  and  deftrudtive  period  of 
twenty-eight  years,  in  which,  the  Greeks,  de- 
graded 
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CHAP*  graded  below  the  cdmmoiS*^  levfel  of  fervitude, 
^jf^^  were  transferred  likea  herddf  catfleby  the  choice 

er  caprice  of  two  impotent  females.   ■ 
ifaaci.  From  this  night  of  flavery,-  a  rdy  of  freedom, 

nus^^D.  ^^  ^*  *^^*  of  fpirit,  beginls  to  ert'erge :  the  Greeks 
1057,        either  preferred  or  revived  the  tife  bf  furriames, 
Auguftai.  ^hich  perpetuate  thef-fame  (Jf^ hereditdry  virtue ; 
and  we  now  decern  thfe  fife,  fHcceffion,  and  alli- 
ancCtOf  thekft^dyti^fties  6f  Cdnftantinople  and 
Trehi^n'd  .* '  'X^^ethfmeniy  who  upheld  for  a  while 
the'  fate ^f  the  finking  empire,  aifumed  thfe  ho- 
nour of ''a  E^oman  origin:  but  the  family  had 
been  long  fince  tranfported  from  Italy  to  Afia. 
Their  patrimonial  eftate  was  fituate  in  the  dit 
tri6l  of  Caftamona  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Euxine;  -and  one  of  their  chiefs,  who  had  already 
entered  the  paths  of  ambition,  revilited  with  af- 
fe6lion,  perhaps  with  regret,  the  modeft  though 
honourable  dwelling  of  his  fathers.     The  firft  of 
their  line  was  the  illuftrious  Manuel,  who  in  the 
reign  of  the  fecond  Bafil,  contributed  by  war 
and  treaty  to  appeafe  the  troubles  of  the  Eaft  t 
he  left  in  a  tender  age,  two  fons,  Ifaac  and  John, 
whoin,-  with  the  <onfcioufnefs  of  defert,  he  be-* 
qui^a'tiied'  to  the  -griititude  and  favour  of  his 
I  fovereigti.      Th^  noble-  youths  were  carefully 
.   ;  toaiii^d^  in  tbe  learning  of  the  monaflery,  the 
.  artfe  of'  the  p^tace,^  and  the  exercifes  of  theJ 
'  eisimp :  and  frdift  the  domeftic  fervice  of  the 
guards,  they  were  raj)idly  promoted  to  the  cOm- 
Hiand  iof  .pi-ovinces  ^nd  armies.     Their  fVater-' 
nal  unkoii^oubl^d'th^  Ibrce  and  reputation  of 
the  Compeni,/  and  theit  ancient  nobility  was  il-* 
luflrated  l)^  the  Carriage  of  the  .two  brothers, 
4  with 
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Tvith  ^  Captive  prinfcefs  of  Bulgaria,  and  the  .c  H  A  P. 
daughter  of  a  patridan^  who  had  obtained  the  ^xlvih. 
nan^e  of  Chared  from  the  number  of  enemies 
whom  he  had  fent  to  the  infernal  fhades.     The 
foldiprs  had  ferved  wiijth?  r6lu6lant  loyalty  a  feries 
of  eifeminate  mafter s ;  the  elevation  of  Michael 
the  Si^ih  wasia  perfooal  infult  to  the  more  de- 
ferving  gen^raJs;  and  their  difcontent  was  in- 
flamed by  the  pariimony  of  the  Emperor  and  the 
infoleqce  of  the  eunuchs.     They  fecretly  at 
fembled  in  the  fan^uary  of  St.  Sophia,  and  the 
votes  of  the  military  fynod  would  have  been  una- 
nimous in  favour  of  the  old  and  valiant  Cataca- 
lon,  if;  the  patriotifm  or  modefty  of  the  veteran 
had  not  fuggefted  the  importance  of  birth  as 
well  as  merit  in  the  choice  of  a  fovereign.    Ifaac 
Comneuus  was  approved  by  general  confent, 
and  the  affociates  feparated  without  delay  to 
meet  in  the  plains  of  Phrygia  at  the  head  of  their 
reipe6live  fquadrons  and  detachments.      The 
cauie:of  Michs^el  was  defended  in  a  lihgle  battle 
by  the  mercenaries  of  the  Imperial  guard,  who 
were  aliens  to  the  public  intereft,  and  animated 
only  by  a  principle  of  honour  and  gratitude. 
After  their  defeat,  the  fears  of  the  Emperor  fo- 
licited  a.treaty,  which  was  almoft  accepted  by 
the;  moderation  of  the  Comnenial.     But  the 
former  was  betrayed  by  his  ambafladors,  and 
the  latter  was  prevented  by  his  friends.    The 
folitary  Michael  fubmitted  to  the  voice  of  the 
people ;   the  patriarch  winuUed  their  oath  of 
allegiaucft  J.  and  as  he  ihivedtbe  head  of  the  royal 
monk,  congratulated. hi3  beneficial  exchange  of 
temporal  rpyalty.fojf  ;the;  kiogddai  lof  hpaveus 
an  exchange^  however,-  wbicl^  the  prieft,  on  his 
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c  H  A  P.  own  account,  would  probably  have  declined.  By 
\^^L'  *^^  ^^^^  <>f  the  iame  patriarch,  Ifkac  Com^ 
nenus  was  folemnly  crowned:  the  fword  which 
he  infcribed  on  his  coins,  nlight  be  an  offefifive 
iymbd,  if  it  implied  his  title  by  conqiieil }  but 
this  fword  would  have  been  drawn  againft  the 
foreign  and  domeftic  enemies  of  the  ftate.  The 
decline  of  his  health  and  vigour  fufpended  the 
operation  of  a£live  virtue ;  and  the  prolpe£fc  of 
approaching  death  determined  him  to  interpofe 
fome  moments  between  life  and  eternity.  But 
inftead  of  leaving  the  empire  as  the  marriage  pori 
tion  of  his  daughter,  his  reafon  and  inclination 
concurred  ill  the  preference  of  his  brother  John^ 
a  foldier,  a  patriot,  and  the  father  of  five  fbns,  the. 
future  pillars  of  an  hereditary  fucceffion.  His 
firft  modeft  relu6lance  might  be  the  natural  dic- 
tates of  difcretion  and  tendemefs,  but  his  obfti- 
nate  and  fuccefsful  perfeverance,  however  it  may 
dazzle  with  the  fhew  of  virtue,  muft  be  cenfured 
as  a  criminal  defertion  of  his  duty,  and  a  rare 
ofience  againil  his  family  and  country.  The  pur- 
ple which  he  had  refufed  was  accepted  by  Coni 
ftantine  Ducas,  a  friend  of  the  Comnenian  houfe^ 
and  whofe  noble  birth  was  adorned  with  the'  ex- 
perience and  reputation  of  civil  policy.  In  the 
monailic  habit,  Ifaac  recovered  his  health,  and 
furvived  two  years  his  voluntary  abdication.  At 
the  command  of  his  abbot,  he  obferved  the  rule 
of  StBafil,  and  executed  the  moft  fervile  offices 
of  the  convent:  but  his  latent  vanity  was  grati- 
fied  by  the  frequent  and  refpe£lful  vifits  of  the 
.reigning  monarch,  who  revered  in  his  perfon  the 
chara6ler  of  a  benefactor  and  a  feint.- 
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If  Conftantine  the  Eleventh  were  indeed  the  chap. 
fubje^  moft  worthy  of  empir^^  :we  muft  pity  the  ^vp^ 
debafement  of  the  age  andnatioa  in  which  he  was  conftan- 
chofen.     In  the  labour  of  puerile  declamations  ^^i. 
he  fought)  without  obtaining,  the  crown  of  elo-  a.d!* 
quenccy  more  |)reciou8y  in  his  opinion ,  than  that  1059, 
of  Rome ;  and^  in  the  fubordinate  functions  of  a    ^'  *^" 
judge;  he  forgot  the  duties  of  a  fovereign  and  a 
warricM*^    Far  from  imitating  the  patriotic  indifie« 
rence  of  the  authors  of  his  greatnefs,  Ducas  was 
anxious  only  to  fecure,  at  the  expence  of  the  re» 
public,  the  power  and  profperity  of  his  children. 
His  three  fons,  Michael  the  Seventh,  Andronicus 
the  Firft,  and  Conftantine  the  Twelfth,  were  in- 
vefted,  in  a  tender  age,  with  the  equal  title  of 
Auguftus ;    and    the    fucceflion  was   i^eedily  Eudoclat 
opened  by  their  father*s  de^th.      His  widow,  f^^\^ 
Eudocia,  was  entrufted  with  the  adminiftration; 
but  experience  had  taught  the  jealouiy  of  the 
dying  monarch  to  prote£t  his  fons  from  the  dan- 
ger of  her  fecond  nuptials ;  and  her  folemn  en- 
gagement, attefted  by  the  principal  fenators, 
was  depofited  in  the  hands  of  the  patriarch. 
Before  the  end  of  feven  months,  the  wants  of 
Eudocia,  or  thofe  of  the  date,  called  aloud  for 
the  male  virtues  of  afbldier ;  and  her  heart  had 
already  chofen  Romanus  Diogenes,  ^hom  fhe 
raifed  from  the  fcaffold  to  the  throne.    The  dif- 
covery  of  a  treafonable  attempt  had  expofed 
him  to  the  feverity  of  the  laws :  his  beauty  and 
valour  abfolved  him  in  the  eyes  of  the  Emprefs  j 
and  Romanus,  from  a  mild  exile,  was  recalled 
on  the  fecond  day  to  the   command  of  the 
Oriental  armies.     Her  royal  choice  was  yet 
i  unknown 
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CHAR  unknown  to  thQ  public,  and  the  promife  which 
XL^i.   Yi^ould  have  betrayed  her  falfehood  and  levity,  was 
ftolen  by  a.  dexterous  emiflary  from  the  ambition 
of  the  patriarch.     Xiphilin  at  firft  alleged  the 
fan6lity  of  oaths  and  the  facred  nature  of  a  tinift ; 
but  a  whifper  that  his  brother  was  the  future  Em- 
peror, relaxed  his  fcruples,  and  forced  him  to 
confefs  that  the  public  fafety  was  the  ftipreme 
Romanus    law.  He  refigncd  the  important  paper :  and  when 
genw^"*"     ^^^  hopes  were  confounded  by  the  nomination  of 
A.  D.        Romanus,  he  could  no  longer  regain  his  Security,. 
Au^^'ft.      retradl  6is  declarations,  nor  oppofe  tbj^feCPttd 
,     nuptials  of  the  Emprefe.     Yet  a  murmur  wa^ 
heard  in  the  palace;  and  the  Barbarian  guards 
had  raifed  their  battle-axes  in  the  caufe  of  the^ 
houfe  of  Ducas,  till  the  young  princes  were, 
foothed  by  the  tears  of  their  mother  and  (he  fo^ 
lemn  aiTurances  of  the  fidelity  of  their  guardian, 
who  filled  the  Imperial  ftation  with  dignity  and 
honour.     Hereafter  I  fliall  relate  his  valiant  but. 
unfuccefsful  efforts  to  refill  the  progrefs;  qf  the 
^Turks.      His  defeat  and  captivity;  ini]i£ie.d  a 
deadly  wound  on  the  Byzantine  monarchy  (>f  the 
Eail ;  and  after  he  was  releafed  from  the  chains 
of  the  fultan,  he  vainly  fought  his  wife  and  his 
fubjefils.     His  wife  had  been  thruft  into  a  monaf- 
tery,  and  the  fubje^s  of  Romanus  had  embraced 
the  rigid  maxim  of  the  civil  law,  that  a  prifoner 
in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  is  depriy^,  as  by  the 
ftroke  of  death,  of  all  the  .public  and  private 
Michael     rights  of  a  citizen.    In  th^  g^i^ral ,confternation„ 
ScST"  *^^  ^^^^  "^^^^  afferted  the  indftfeafible  rigbt  of 
Androni-    his  three  nephews.  Confta,ntinople  lift^pecltQ  bis 
ftantine^^  voice  J  and  the  Turkiih  captive  was  proclaimed 
xiL  in 
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in  the  capital,  and  received  on  the  frontier  as  an  c  H  A  p., 
enemy  of  tlie  republic*    Romanus  was  not  more  ,^^1^^; 
fortunate  in  domeflic  than. in  foreign  war:  the  A.D. 
lois  of  two  battles  compelled  him  to  yield,  on  the  ^^^\ 
theaffiirance  of  fair  and  honourable  treatment  j 
but  his  enemies  were  devoid  of  faith  or  humanity ; 
and,  after  the  cruel  extin^lion  of  his  fight,  his 
wounds  were  .left  to  bleed  amd  corrupt,  till  iii  a 
few  days  he  was  relieved  from  a  ftake  of  mi&iy. 
Under  the  triple  reign  of  the  houfe  of  Ducas,  the 
two  younger  brothers  were  reduced  to  the  vain 
honours  of  the  purple ;  but  the  eldeft,  the  pufil-^ 
lanimous  Michael,  was  incapable  of  fuftaining  the 
Roman  fceptre;  and  his  fur  name  of  Parapinaces 
denotes  the  reproach  which  he  ftiared  with  an 
^(Varicious  favourite,  who  enhanced  the  price, 
and  diminiihed  tlie  meafure,  of  wlieat.     In  the 
ichool  of  Pfellus,  and  after  the  example  of  his 
mother,  the  fon   of  Eudocia  made  fome  pro- 
ficiency in  philolbphy  and  rhetoric;  but  his  cha- 
raster  was  degraded,  rather  than  ennobled,  by  tbe> 
virtues  of  a  monk  and  the  learning  of  a  fopfaift.. 
Strong  in  the  contempt  of  their  fover-eigri  and? 
their  own  efteem,  two  generals  at  the  headof  the 
European  flhd  Afiatlc  legions  aflumed  thie  purple 
at  Adrian opie  and  Nice.    Their  revolt  was  in  tha  '  • 

feme  month;  they  bore  the  lame  name  of  Nice-  /•  ..V; 
phorus;  but  the  two  candidates  were  diftin-  •  ^ 
giiiihed  by  the  furnames  of  Bryennius  and  Bota* 
niates;  the  former  in  the  maturity  of  wifdom  and 
eourage,  the  latter, confpicuous  only  by  the  me* 
mory  of  his  pail  exploits.  While  Botaniates  ad- 
vanced with  cautious  and  dilatory  ileps,  his  a^ive: 
^ompc^titor  flood  in  armabefoire  thegates  of  C^n^< 

flantinople. 
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CHAP,  ftantindple.  The  name  of  Bryennius  was  illallri'* 
^^^%  ^^^  >  ^^®  caufe  was  popular ;  but  his  licentious 
troops  could  not  be  reftrained  from  burning  and 
pillaging  a  fuburb ;  and  the  people,  who  would 
have  hailed  the  rebel,  reje£led  and  repulfed  the 
incendiary  of  his  country.  This  change  of  the 
public  opinion  was  favourable  to  Botaniates,  who 
at  length,  with  an  army  of  Turks,  approached 
the  fliores  of  Chalcedon.  A  formal  invitation, 
in  the  name  of  the  patriarch,  the  fynod,  and 
the  fenate,  was  circulated  through  the  ftreets  of 
Conflantinople ;  and  the  general  aflembly,  in 
the  dome  of  St.  Sophia^  debated,  with  order 
and  calmnefs,  on  the  choice  of  their  fovereign* 
The  guards  of  Michael  would  have  diiperfed  this 
unarmed  multitude ;  but  the  feeble  Emperor, 
applauding  his  own  moderation  and  clemency, 
refighed  the  eniigns  of  royalty,  and  was  re- 
warded with  the  monadic  habit,  and  the  title 
of  Archbifhop  of  Ephefus.  He  left  a  ion,  a 
Conftantine,  born  and  educated  in  the  purple ; 
and  a  daughter  of  the  houfe  of  Ducas  illuftrated 
the  blood,  and  confirmed  the  fucceffion  of  the 
Comnenian  dynafty. 
Nicepho-  John  Comnenus,  the  brother  of  the  Emperor 
™™/  Ifaac,  furvived  in  peace  and  dignity  his  generous 
ate8,AJ).  refufalofthefceptre.  By  his  wife  Anne,  a  woman 
io7«»  of  mafculine  fpirit  and  policy,  he  left  eight  chil- 
^^^^  *^*  dren :  the  three  daughters  multiplied  the  Comne- 
nian alliances  with  the  nobleft  of  the  Greeks:  of 
the  five  fons,  Manuel  was  flopped  by  a  prematures 
death ;  Ifaac  and  Alexius  reftored  the  Imperial 
grcatnefs  of  their  houfe,  which  was  enjoyed  with- 
out toil  or  danger  by  the  two  younger  brethren, 

Adrian 
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Adrian  and  Nicephorus.    Alexius,  the  third  and  CHAP. 

Yf  VTfT 

moft  illuftrious  of  the  brotherd,  was  endowed  by 
nature  with  the  choiceft  gifts  both  of  mind  and 
body :  they  were  cultivated  by  a  liberal  education, 
and  exercifed  in  the  fchool  of  obedience  and  ad- 
verfity.     The  youth  was  difmiffed  from  the  perils 
of  the  Turkifli  war,  by  the  paternal  care  of  the  em- 
peror Romanus;  but  the  mother  of  the  Conjneni, 
with  her  afpiring  race,  was  accufed  of  treafon,  and 
banifhed,  by  the  fons  of  Ducas,  to  an  ifland  in  the 
Propontis.     The  two  brothers  foon  emerged  into 
favour  and  a€l:ion,  fought  by  each  other's  fide 
againft  the  rebels  and  Barbarians,  and  adhered  to 
the  emperor  Michael,  till  he  was  defertedby  the 
world  and  by  himfelf.  In.  his  firft  interview  with 
Botaniates, "  Prince,"  faid  Alexius,  with  a  noble 
franknefs,  "  my  duty  rendered  me  your  enemy  j 
"  the  decrees  ofGod  and  of  the  people  have  made 
•*  me  your  fubjeft.  Judge  of  my  future  loyalty  by 
^'  my  pad  oppofition/*  The  fucceflbr  of  Michael 
entertained  him   with  efteem  and  conifidence: 
his  valour  was  employed  againft  three  rebels,  who 
dillurbed  the  peace  of  the  empire,  or  atleaft  of  the 
emperors.  Urfel,  Bryennius,  and  Bafilacius,were 
formidable  by  their  numerous  forces  and  military 
fame  :  they  were  fucceffively  vanquiflied  in  the 
field,andled  inchainstothefootofthethrone ;  and 
whatevertreatmenttheymightreceivefromatimid 
and  cruel  court,  they  applauded  the  clemency,  as 
well  as  the  courage,  of  their  conqueror.    But  the 
loyalty  of  the  Comneni  was  foon  tainted  by  fear 
and  fulpicion;  nor  is  it  eafy  to  fettle  between  a 
fubjedt  and  a  deQiot,  the  debt  of  gratitude,  which 
VOL.  IX.  o  the 
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c  H  A  P.  tbe  iiNnner  is  tenmted  to  cUum  by  arevolt,  and  tiie 
lattertodifchargebyanexecutioher.TherefuialQf 
Alexiu8tQmarchag«nilafourthrebel,thehufband 
of  his  fifler,  deftroyed  the  merit  or  memory  of  his 
paftfervicesithefavouritesofBotaniatesprovoked* 
tbe  ambition  which  theyapprehended  and  accufed^ 
and  tbe  retreat  of  the  two  brothers  might  be  juili- 
fied  by  the  defence  of  their  life  or  liberty.  The 
f(romen  of  thefamily  weredepofitedin  afan^tuary, 
refpe^ted  by  tyrants :  the  men,'mountedon  horfe* 
back,  fallied  from  the  city^  and  eredted  the  ilan* 
dard  of  civil  war.  The  foldiers,  who  had  been  gra^ 
dually  aflembled  in  the  capital  and  the  neighbour* 
baod^^ere  devoted  to  the  caufeof  a  vi6torious  and 
injured  leader:  thetiesof  commonintereft  anddo. 
neilic  alliimcefecured  the  attachmentof  the  houfe 
of  Ducas  i  and  the  generous  difpute  of  the  Com- 
Beni  was  terminated  by  the  decifive  refolution  of 
liaacy  who  was  the  firfl  to  inveil  his  younger  bra* 
ther  with  the  n^me  and  enfigns  of  royalty.  They 
feturoed  to  Conftantinoplcs  to  threaten  rather 
than  foeiSege  that  impregnable  farte&  i  but  the 
fidelity  of  the  guards  was  corrupted ;  a  gate  was 
fuj:prifed,and  the  fleet  was  occupied  by  the  a6live 
courage  ofGeorgePalaeologus,  who  fought  againil  - 
bis  father,  without  for^&eing  that  he  laboured 
Iemt  his  {M>(terity.  Alexius  a&ended  the  throne ; 
and  3iiB  aged  i^ivpietitor  dif^i^ear^d  in  a  monaf- 
twy.  An  army  iof  various  nations  was  gratified 
vi^  the  piUi^e  ^  the  city ;  but  the  public  dif- 
orders  were  Expiated  by  th^  tears  a<nd  fails  of  tbe, 
ComBmij  who  fubmit^d  to  ^yery  penance  com^ 
fetiltie  wtb  tbe  poi9^ffioa<of  tbe  eoijpire. 

The 
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Ti^  Iff^  of  th$  ^mp^ror  Alexius  has  be^n  de-  b  h  a  p^ 
U9$^0d  byfi  f^vpurite  daughter,  who  was  infpiFed  ^^^^ 
by  1^  t0qLdQr  regard  for  his  perfon  and  a  laudable  Alexius  l 
9^1  b©  p'^petuate  his  virtues,  Confcious  of  the  Comnenus, 
juft  fufpicioQ  of  h^r  readers,  the  princefs  Anna'  April  i. 
Comneiiarepeatediy  pFotefts,that,bafide8  herper^ 
fonal  knowledgi^y  ^e  had  fearched  jtbe  difcourfd 
^nd  writings  of  the  mod  refpe6lable  yeterai^s :  thai 
after  an  interval  of  thirty  years^  forgotten  by,  and 
forgetful  of,  the  world,  her  mournful  fblitude  was 
inapceffibl^  to  hope  and  fear  i  and  that  truth,  thu 
iiakedperfe^truth,wasniore  dearandfi^cred  tha^ 
the  memory  of  her  parent.  Yet,  inftead  of  the 
fimplicity  of  ftyle  and  narrative  which  wins  our 
belief,  an  elaborate  afie^ation  of  rhetoric  and 
JtbieAce  betrays -in  every  page  the  vanity  of  a  fe- 
male authcM*.  The  genuine  chara&er  of  Alexias  il 
loft  in  a  vague  conftellation  of  virtues ;  and  tha 
perpetual  drain  of  panegyric  and  apology  awakena 
ourjealoufy,toqueftiontheveracityofthehiftoriaa 
and  the  merit  of  the  hero.  We  cannot  however  re- 
fufe  her  judicious  and  important  remark,  that  the 
^orders  of  the  times  were  the  mi^ortune  and  the 
glory  of  Alexius  j  and  that  every  calamity  which 
can  affli^  a  declining  empire  was  accumulated  oti 
his  reign  by  the  juftice  of  heaven  and  the  vices  of  ^ 
his  predeeeflbrs.  In  the  Eaft,the  viftorious  Tprka 
bad  fpread,  from  Perfia  to  the  Hellefpont,  the, 
reign  of  the  Koran  and  theGrefcent :  the  Weft  wal^ 
invaded  by  the  adventurous  valour  of  the  Nor* 
mans ;  and,1n  the  moments  of  peace,  the  Ddnuk^^ 
pouted  forth  newftrarms,  who  had  gained,  in  the 
imnceoii^war^what4hey  bad  loitin  theferofiiQtti^ 

Q  2  nefi 
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CHAP,  nefi  of  manners.  The  fea  was  not  lefi  lioftile  than 
3X1^1.^  jtjj^  land;  and  while  die  frontiers  were  affiiulted  by 
an  open  enemy,  the  palace  was  diftra6ted  with 
iecret  treafbn  and  con(piracy«  On  a  fudden,  the 
banner  of  the  crols  was  difplayed  by  the  Latins  ; 
Europe  was  precipitated  on  Afia ;  and  Conilanti- 
nople  had  aimoft  been  fwept  away  by  this  impe- 
tuous  deluge.  In  the  tempeft  Alexius  fteeredtiie 
Imperial  veflel  with  dexterity  and  courage.  At 
the  head  of  his  armies,  he  was  bold  in  action,  (kil- 
ful  in  (Iratagem,  patient  of  fatigue,  ready  to  im- 
prove his  advantages,  and  riling  from  his  defeats 
with  inexhauftible  vigour.  The  difcipline  of  the 
camp  was  revived,  and  a  new  generation  of  men 
2uid  foldiers  was  created  by  the  example  and  the 
precepts  of  their  leader.  Inhisintercourfe  withthe 
Latins,  Alexius  waspatientandartful:  hisdifceni* 
ing  eye  pervaded  the  new  fyftem  of  an  unknown 
world  J  and  I  (hall  hereafter  defcribe  the  fuperior 
policy  with  which  he  balanced  the  intereils^nd 
pafiions  of  the  champions  of  the  firft  crufade.  In 
a  long  reign  of  thirty-feven  years,  he  fubdued  and 
pardoned  the  envy  of  his  equals :  the  laws  of 
public  and  private  order  were  reftored :  the  arts 
of  wealth  and  Icience  were  cultivated :  the  limits 
of  the  empire  were  enlarged  in  Europe  and  Afia^ 
and  the  Comnenian  feeptre  was  tranfmitted  to  his 
children  of  the  third  and  fourth  generation.  Yet 
the  difficulties  of  the  times  betrayed  fome  defeats 
in  his  chara6ter;  and  have  expofedhis  memory  to 
fome  juft  or  ungenerous  reproach.  The  reader 
may  poffibly  fmile  at  the  lavifh  praife  which  his 
daughter  fo  often  beftows  on  a  flying  hero :  the 

weaknefs 
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weakneis  or  prudence  of  his  fitttation  might  be  C  H  A  P« 
miljbdcen  for  a^ant  of  peribnal  courage;  and  his 
political  arts  are  branded  by  the  Latins  with  the 
names  of  deceit  and  diffimulation*  The  increafe 
of  the  male  and  female  branches  of  his  family 
adorned  the  throne  and  fecured  the  fucceffion  ; 
but  their  princely  lihcury  and  pride  offended  the 
patricians,  exhaufted  the  revenue,  and  infulted 
the  mifery  of  the  people.  Anna  is  a  faithAil 
witneis  that  his  happinefs  was  deilroyed,  and  his 
health  was  broken,  by  the  cares  of  a  public  life: 
the  patience  of  Conftantinople  was  fatigued  by 
the  length  and  feverity  of  his  reign ;  and  before 
Alexius  expired,  he  had  loft  the  love  and  reve* 
rence  of  his  fubje6ls.  The  clergy  could  not 
forgive  his  application  of  the  facred  riches  to 
the  defence  of  the  ftate ;  but  they  applauded 
his  theological  learning  and  ardent  zeal  for  the 
orthodox  faith,  which  he  defended  with  his 
tongue,  his  pen,  and  his  fword.  His  character 
was  degraded  by  the  fuperftition  of  the  Greeks  j 
and  the  fame  inconiiflent  principle  of  human 
nature  enjoined  the  Emperor  to  found  an  hoipi* 
tal  for  the  poor  and  infirm,  and  to  dire^  the  ex* 
ecution  of  an  heretic,  who  was  burnt  alive  in  the 
fquare  of  St.  Sophia.  Even  the  fincerity  of  his 
moral  and  religious  virtues  was  fufpedted  by  the 
perfons  who  had  paffed  their  lives  in  his  familiar 
confidence.  In  his  laft  hours,  when  he  waspreffed 
by  his  wife  Irene  to  alter  the  fucceffion,  he  raifed 
his  head,  ai)d  breathed  a  pious  ejaculation  on  the 
vanity  of  this  world.  The  indignant  reply  of  the 
Emprefs  may  be  infcribed  as  an  epitaph  on  his 
G  3  tomb. 
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CHAP,  tomb^  ^^  Ydu  die,  as  you  have  lived— aJ^  ttt*Owt 

«^vin.  cmtBr 

John,  or        It  w*s  the  wifti  of  Iretie  to  fupplant  the  eldefl 

Caio-        of  her  ftirviving  fons,  in  favour  of  her  daughlei? 

^^^iLD?'  *h®  princefs  Anne,,  whofe  philofophy  would  r\(± 
xii8.  have  refufed  the  weight  of  a  diadem.  But  tne 
^''^"^'  order  of  male  fucceffion  was  afferted  by  the 
friends  of  their  country ;  the  lawful  heir  drew 
the  royal  fignet  from  the  finger  of  his  infenfible 
or  confcious  father,  and  the  empire  obeyed  the 
mafter  of  the  palaee.  Atina  Comnena  was  fti* 
mulated  by  ambition  and  revenge  to  cofifptre 
againd  the  life  of  her  brother,  and  when  the 
defign  was  prevented  by  the  fears  or  ftfrnples  of 
her  huiband,  (be  paflionately  exclaimed,  that 
nature  had  miftaken  the  two  fexes,  and  had 
Endowed  Bryennius  with  the  foul  of  a  woman. 
The  two  fons  of  Alexius,  John  and  Ifaac,  main^ 
tained  the  fraternal  concord,  the  hereditary  virtue 
of  their  race ;  and  the  younger  brother  was  con* 
tcait  with  the  title  of  Sebqflocratory  which  ap* 
pfX)ached  the  dignity,  without  (haring  the  power, 
of  the  Eniperon  In  the  fame  perfon,  the  claims 
of  primogeniture  and  merit  were  fortunately 
united ;  his  fwarthy  complexion,  harlh  features, 
and  diminutive  ftature,  had  fuggefted  the  ironic 
cal  furname  of  Calo- Johannes,  or  John  the  Hand<^ 
fome,  which  his  grateful  fubjefts  more  feriouffy 
applied  to  the  beauties  of  his  mind.  Aftef  the 
difcovery  of  her  treafon,  the  life  artd  fortune  of 
Anne  were  juftly  forfeited  to  the  laws.  Her  life 
was  fpared  by  the  clemency  of  the  Emperor,  but 
be  vifited  tb#i  poifip  and  tretftrres  of  her  pdaee, 

and 


6t  TriE  ItOMAH  EMPIRE.  iy 

Uttd  beftowed  the  rich  eonfiTcation  on  the  moit  c.tt  A  F. 
deferving  of  his  friends.  That  refpeSbble  friend,  ^^^^\ 
-Axach,  a  flave  of  Turkilh  extrafition,  prefumed 
to  decline  the  gifti  and  to  intercede  for  the  cit 
^ninal :  his  generous  mailer  applaiided  and  imi« 
vsLtei  the  virtue  of  his  favourite,  and  the  reproadx 
br  complaint  of  an  injured  brother  was  the  only 
chaftifement  of  the  guilty  princefi,.  After  this 
example  of  clemency,  the  remainder  of  his  reigtl 
was  never  drfturbed  by  conipiracy  or  rebellion  f 
feared  by  his  nobles,  beloved  by  his  people,  John 
was  never  reduced  ia  the  pstftrfil:  necefBfty  df 
ptmiSiing,  or  iven  of  pardoning,  his  perfonal 
enemies.  During  his  goverrimenft  of  llweilty-fl^^e 
years,  the  penalty  of  death  was  aboliflied  in  the 
lloman  empire,  a  law  of  mercy  moll  delightfol  to 
the  humane  theorift,  but  of  which  the  prafiticct 
ih  a  large  and  vicious  commrinify,  is  feldom  con- 
Ment  with  the  public  fafety.  Sevete  to  hitofelf^ 
indulgent  to  others,'  chafte,  frugal,  abfteftiioitSj 
the  philofophic  Marcus  would  not  have  dilHained 
the  artlefs  virtues  of  his  fucceflbr,  derive<i  frotn 
his  heart,  and  not  borrowed  from  the  fchools.  He 
defpifed  and  moderated  the  ftately  magnificence 
of  the  Byzantine  court,fo  oppreffive  to  the  people, 
fo  contemptible  to  the  eye  of  reafon.  Under  fhch 
a  prince,  innocence  had  nothing  to  fear,  and 
merit  had  every  thing  to  hope;  and  without 
afffuming  the  tyrannic  office  of  a  cenfor,  he  intro- 
duced a  gradual  though  vifible  reformation  in  the 
public  and  private  manners  of  Conflantinople, 
The  only  defe6l  of  this  accomplifhed  character, 
was  the  frailty  of  noble  minds,  the  love  of  arms 
md  JpiilitaFy  glory.   Ifct  the  frequent  e^Jicfditions 
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c  h;  A  P.  of  Jdhntfae  Handfotne  may  be  juftified,  at  leaft  in 
^^y^  their  principle,  by  the  neceffity  of  repelling  the 
"  Turks  from  the  Hellefpont  and  the  Bofpborui^. 
The  fuitan  of  Iconium  was  confined  to  his  capital, 
the  Barbarians  were  driven  to  the  mountains^ 
and  the  maritime  provinces  of  Afia  enjoyed  th™ 
tranfient  bleffings  of  their  deliverance.     From, 
Conftantinople  to  Antioch  and  Aleppo,  he  re- 
peatedly marched  at  the  head  of  a  victorious 
army,  and  in  the  fieges  and  battles  pf  this  holy 
war,  hid  Latin  allies  were  aftoniflied  by  the  fupe- 
rior  fpirit  and  prowefs  of  a  Greek.    As  be  began 
to  indulge  the  ambitious  hope  of  reftoring  the 
ancient  limits  of  the  empire,  as  he  revolved  in  his 
mind,  the  Euphrates  and  Tigris,  the  dominion  of 
$yria,  and  the  conqueft  of  Jerufalem,  the  thread 
of  his  life  and  of  the  public  felicity  was  broken 
by  a  fingular  accident.     He  hunted  the  wild 
boar  in  the  valley  of  Ahazarbus,  and  had  fixed 
his  javelin  in  the  body  of  the  furious  animal : 
but,  in  the  ftruggle,   a  poifoned  arrow  dropt 
from  his  quiver,  and  a  flight  wound  in    his 
band,  which  produced  a  mortification,  was  fatal 
to  the  beft  and   greateft  of  the  Comnenian 
princes. 
Minuel»        A  premature  death  had  fwept  away  the  two 
A^Y43i  eldeft  fons  of  John  the  Handfbme ;  of  the  two 
furvivors,  Ifaac  and  Manuel,  his  judgment  or  af* 
fe6bion  preferred  the  younger;  and  the  choice  of 
their  dying  prince  was  ratified  by  the  foldiers  who 
had  applauded  the  valour  of  his  favourite  in  the 
Turkilh  war.    The  faithful  Axuch  haftened  to  the 
capital,  fecured  the  peribn  of  Ifaac  in  honourable 
confinement^  and  purchafed  with  a  gift  of  two 

hundred 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE,  89 

}iuDdred  pounds  of  iiiver,  the  leading  ecclefiailics  chap. 
ofSt-Sophia,  whopoffeffedadecifivevoiceinthe  ^^^ 
confecration  of  an  emperor.    With  his  veteran 
and  affedtionate  troops,  Manuel  foon  viiited  Con« 
fiantinople ;   bis  brother  acquiefced  in  the  title 
^f  Sebaflocrator ;  his  fubje6ts  admired  the  lofty 
flature  and  martial  graces  of  their  new  fovereign^ 
and  liftened  with   credulity  to  the  flattering 
promife,  that  he  blended  the  wifdom  of  age  with 
the  activity  and  vigour  of  youth.    By  the  expe- 
rience of  his  government,  they  were  taught,  that 
he  emalated.the  fpirit,  and  fhared  the  talents,  of 
his  father,  whofe  fbcial  virtues  were  buried  in  the 
grave.    A  reign  of  thirty-feven  years  is  filled  by 
a  perpetual  though  various  warfare  againft  the 
Turks,  the  Chriftians,  and  the  hords  of  the  wil- 
demefs  beyond  the  Danube.    The  arms  of  Ma- 
nuel were  exercifed  on  mounii  Taurus,  in  the 
plains  of  Hungary,  on  the  coail  of  Italy  and 
Egypt,  and  on  the  feas  of  Sicily  and  Greece:  the 
influence  of  his  negociations  extended  from  Je- 
rufalem  to  Rome  and  Ruflia :  and  the  Byzantine 
monarchy,for  a  while,  became  an  obje6lof  refpefi; 
or  terror  to  the  powers  of  Afia  and  Europe.  Edu- 
cated in  the  filk  and  purple  of  the  Eaft,  Manuel 
poflefled  the  iron  temper  of  a  ibidier,  which  can- 
not eafily  be  paralleled,  except  in  the  lives  of 
Richard  the  Firft  of  England,  and  of  Charles 
the  Twelfth  of  Sweden.    Such  was  his  ftrength 
and  exercife  in  arms,  that  Raymond,  furnamed 
the  Hercules  of  Antioch,  was  incapable  of  wield- 
ing the  lance  and  buckler  of  the  Greek  emperor. 
In  a  famous  tournament,  he  entered  the  lifl;s  on 
a  fiery  gourfer,  and  overturned  in  bis  firfl;  career 

two 
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e  H  A  F.  «W0  of  the  Q4mtett  of  the  Italian  kttightt.     Thd 
3tLm    flHl  ih  th6  dharge,  th<^  Ufl;  iA  the  retreat,  hii 
friends  and  his  eiiemies^like  trembled,  the  formet 
fcft  kii  fafety  and  the  latter  for  their  own.    After 
{yofting  an  ambufeade  in  a  wood,  he  rode  fa^ 
i^etrds  in  fearch  of  fome  perilous  adventure,  ad- 
companied  onlj  by  his  brothefr  and  the  faithful 
Axueh,  who  refiifed  t6  defert  their  fovereign. 
Eighteen  horfemen,  after  a  (hort  combat,  fled  be- 
fore them  :  but  the  numberisi  of  the  enemy  in- 
^reafed  j  the  march  of  the  reinforcement  was  tar- 
dy and  fearful,  and  Manuel,  without  receiving  a 
wound,  cut  his  way  through  a  fljuadrdn  of  five 
bdndre4  Turks.    In  a  battle  againft  the  Himga* 
iliins,  iflfipd^tient  of  the  flownefs  of  hw  troops,  h« 
ihdtched'  a  ftandard  from  the  head  of  the  column, 
and  was  the  firft,almoft  alone,who  pafled  a  bridge; 
Hm  feparated  him  from  the  enemy.     In  the 
fame  country,  after  tranfporting  his  army  be;f  ond 
the  Save,  he  fent  back  the  boats,  with  an  order, 
under  pain  of  death,  to  their  commander,  that  hc^ 
fhould  leave  him  to  conquer  or  die  on  that  hcAile 
laifd.     In  the  fiege  of  Corfu,  towing  after  him  a 
captive  galley,  the  Emperor  ftood  aloft  on  the 
poop,  oppoiing  againil  the  voUies  of  darts  and 
flones,  a  large  buckler  and  a  flowing  fail,  nor 
c»uld  he  have  efcis^d  inevitable  death,  had  not 
the  Sicflian  admiral  enjoined  hig  archeri^  to  re* 
fpedt  the  perfon  ^  an  hero.    In  one  day,  he  i» 
fmd  to  have  (lain  above  forty  of  the  Barbariaifiis 
with  hik  owtf  band;  he  returned  to  the  camp, 
dragging  along  fow  Turki(h  prifoners,  whom  b^ 
bad  tied  to  the  ring^  of  hid  faddle:  he  was^  ever 
dief4»re»i4fft>y  provol^  or  to^  Accept  a  fingle 
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^otttbat;  tod  the  gigantic  (Champions,  who  en-  <i  rf  a  t». 
countered  his  arm,    were  tranfpierced  by  the  .^^^^^^ 
lance,  or  cut  afunderby  the  fword,  of  the  invin- 
cible Manuel.     The  ftory  of  his  exploits,  which 
appear  as  a  model  or  a  copy  of  the  romances  of 
chivalry,  may  induce  a  reafonable  fufpicion  of  the 
veracity  of  the  Greeks :   I  will  not,  to  vindicate 
their  credit,  endanger  my  own;  yet  I  may  ob- 
ferve,  that  in  the  long  feries  of  their  annals,  Ma- 
nuel is  the  only  prince  who  has  been  the  fubjeft 
ef  fimilar  exaggeration.     With  the  valour  of  a 
foldier,  he  did  not  unite  the  fldll  or  prudence  of 
a  general :  his  viftoines  were  not  produfilive  of 
any  permanent  or  ufeful  conqueft;  and  his  Turk* 
ifli  laurels  were  blafted  in  ^is  laft  unfortunate 
campaign,  in  which  he  loft  hh  army  in  the  moun- 
tains of  Pifidia,  and  owed  his  deliverance  to  the 
generofity  of  the  fultan.     But  the  itioft  fingular 
feature  in  the  character  of  Manuel,  is  the  contraft 
and  viciffitude  of  labour  and  floth,  of  hardittefe 
and  effeminacy.    In  war  he  feemed  ignorant  of 
peace,  in  peace  he  appeared  incapable  of  war.  In 
the  field  he  flept  in  the  fun  or  in  the  fnow,  tired  in 
the  longeft  marches  the  ftrength  of  his  men  and 
horfes,  and  (hared  with  a  fmile  the  abftinence  of 
diet  of  the  camp.    No  fooner  did  he  return  to 
Conftantittople,  than  he  tefigned  himfelf  to  the 
arts  and  pleafures  of  a  life  of  luxury:  the  expence 
6f  his  dref^,  his  table,  atrd  his  palace,  furpa^ed 
the  meafuf  e  of  his  predeceflbrs,  and  whole  fum- 
Mier  days  were  idly  wafted  in  the  delicious  ffld* 
6f  the  jp^^poritis,  in  the  inceftuous  love  of  Irf^ 
ftiece  Theodora.     The  double  coflE  of  a  ttarliker 
»nd  dtflRrfnte  prince  exhstiifted  the  revenue,  and 
\  multiplied 
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CHAP,  multiplied  the  taxes;  and  Manuel,  in  thediflrels 
,^y^  of  his  laft  Turkiih  camp,  endured  a  bitter  re- 
proach from  the  mouth  of  a  defperate  foldier. 
As  he  quenched  his  third,  he  complained  that 
the  water  of  a  fountain  was  mingled  with  Chrif- 
tian  blood.  "  It  is  not  the  firft  time,'*  exclaimed* 
a  voice  from  the  crowd,  "  that  you  have  drank, 
**  O  Emperor!   the  blood  of  your  Chriilian  fub- 
jefts/'     Manuel  Comnenus  was  twice  married, 
to  the  virtuous  Bertha  or  Irene  of  Germany,  and 
to  the  beauteous  Maria,  a  French  or  Latin  prin, 
cefs  of  Antioch.     Tlie  only  daughter  of  his  firft 
wife  was  deftined  for  Bela  an  Hungarian  prince, 
who  was  educated  at  Conitantinople  under  the 
name  of  Alexius;    and  the  confummation  of 
their  nuptials  might  have  transferred  the  Roman 
fceptre  to  a  race  of  free  and  warlike  Barbarians. 
But,  as  foon  as  Maria  of  Antioch  had  given  a 
fon   and  heir  to  the  empire,  the  prefumptive 
rights  of  Bela^  were  aboliflied,  and  he  was  de- 
prived of  his  promifed  bride ;  but  the  Hungarian 
prince  refumed  his  name  and  the  kingdom  of  his 
fathers,  and  difplayed  fuch  virtues  as  might 
excite  the  regret  and  envy  of  the  Greeks.    The 
fon  of  Maria  was  named  Alexius;  and  at  the  age 
often  years,  he  afcended  the  Byzantine  throne, 
after  his  father's  deceafe  had  clofed  the  glories 
of  the  Comnenian  lin^. 
Alexius  n.      The  fraternal  concord  of  the  two  fons  of  the 
AJ>,  1x80.  great  Alexius,  had  been  fometimes  clouded  by  an 
ch«aw   oppofition  of  intereft  andpaffion.     By  ambition, 
and  fiift     Xfaac  the  Sebaftocrator  was  ex^cited  to  flight  and 
tom°^      rebellion,  from  whence  he  was  reclaimed  by  the 
Andnmi-    firmnefs  and  clemency  of  John  the  Handfome. 
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The  errors  of  Kaac,  the  father  of  the  emperors  of  c  H  A  P. 
Trehizond,  were  fliort  and  venial ;  but  John,  the  ^^^•^ 
elder  of  his  fons,  renounced  for  ever  his  religion. 
Provoked  by  a  real  or  imaginary  infult  of  his 
uncle,  he  efcaped  from  the  Roman  to  the  Tur- 
kifli  camp  :  his  apoftacy  was  rewarded  with  the 
fultan- s  daughter,  the  title  of  Chelebi,  or  noble, 
and  the  inheritance  of  a  princely  eflate  ;  and  in 
the  fifteenth  century,  Mahomet  the  Second 
boafted  of  his  Imperial  defcent  from  the  Com- 
nenian  family.  Andronicus,  the  younger  bro- 
ther of  John,ibn  of  Ifaac,  and  grandfon  of  Alexius 
Comnenus,  is  one  of  the  moft  confpicuous  cha- 
racters of  the  age  :  and  his  genuine  adventures 
might  form  the  fubjeCl  of  a  very  lingular  ro-  . 
mance.  Tojuftify  the  choice  of  three  ladies  of 
royal  birth,  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  obferve, 
that  their  fortunate  lover  was  ca(l  in  the  beft 
proportions  of  flrength  and  beauty  ;  and  that  the 
want  of  the  fofter  graces  was  fupplied  by  a  manly 
countenance,  a  lofty  ftature,athletic  mufcles,  and 
the  air  and  deportment  of  a  fbldier.  The  prefer- 
vation,  in  his  old  age,  of  health  and  vigour,  was 
the  reward  of  temperance  and  exercife.  A  piece  of 
bread  and  a  draught  of  water  were  often  his  fole 
and  evening  repail;  and  if  he  tafted  of  a  wild  boar, 
or  a  flag, which  he  hadroaftedwith  his  own  hands, 
it  was  the  well-earned  fruit  of  a  laborious  chace. 
Dextrous  in  arms,  he  was  ignorant  of  fear:  his 
perfuafive  eloquence  could  bend  to  every  fituation 
and  character  of  life:  his  ftyle,  though  not  his 
practice,  wasfafliioned  by  the  example  of  StPaul; 
and,  in  every  deed  of  mifchief,  he  had  a  heart  to 
re&ive,  a  bead  to -contrive,  and  a  hand  to  execute. 
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c;  ij  A  p-  In  hi$  youth,^fi:^r  the  di^ath  of  the  emperor  Johif, 
K^Jzlf  h^  followed  the  retreat  of  the  Roman  army;  but, 
jn  the  march  through  Aii^.  Minor,  deiign  or  accif 
dent  tempted  him  to  wander  in  the  mpuntaiBS  ; 
the  hunter  W9&  encompafled  by  the  Turki(h  huntf- 
men,  and  he  remained  fo0)e  tiipe  a  r^lu^ant  or 
willing  captive  in  the  power  of  the  fultan.    Hii 
virtues  and  vices  recommended  him  to  the  favouf 
of  his  qpufin:  he  (haredtheperils  and  the  {^eafur»9 
of  Manual ;  and  while  the  Emperor  lived  in  public 
.   inceft  with  his  neice  Theodora,  the  affeftions  of 
her  fift^r  il^udocia  were  feduced  and  enjoyed  by 
Andronicus.  Above  the  decencies  of  her  fex  and 
rank,  (he  gloried  in  the  name  of  his  concubine  ; 
and  both  the  palace  and  the  camp  could  witnefii 
that  flie  flept  or  watched  in  the  arms  of  her  lover, 
$he  accompanied  him  to  his  military  command  of 
Cilicia,the$rj(lfceneof  his  valour  andimprudence. 
He  prefled,with  a6tive  ardour,  the  liege  of  Mop« 
f^eftis^ :  the  d^y  was  employed  in  the  boldeft  at- 
tacks;  but  tlie  night  was  wafted  in  fong  and  dance^ 
^  and  a  ba^d  of  Greek  comedians  formed  tba 
cboiceft part  of  hi^ retinue.    4ndronicus  was  fur- 
pi'ifed  by  the  fally  of  a  vigilant  foe  :  but,  while  his 
troops  iled  w  diforder,  his  inviiicible  lance  tranf^ 
pierped  the  tbifkeft  ranks  of  the  Armeniains.Onhia 
return  tQ  the  Ip^erial  camp  in  Macedoni^,he  waa 
received  by  Manuel  with  public  fmUes  and  a  pri* 
vate  reproof;  but  thedutchi^sofNaiffu8,Bii*afna. 
fsiba,^nd  C*Ularia,were  the  reward  qr confol^tio^ef 
the  unfuQceisiUlgenieral.  Eudoci^  ftiil  attended 
bis  ^^otions :  9A  tK^idnigbt,  their  twt  w^^  fuddenly 
attack^  by  her  angry  br^theis,  inpatient  to 
e^piat^b^  infamy  ipiU^i^Q^:  hi$4ftri^|;fpiri)b 
I  refufed 
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refi^ffe4  ber  advice,  aud  the  di%uife  of  a  jSwnaU  g  h  A  R. 
habit ;  J^nd  boldly  ftarting  from  hi3  couch,  h^  xi;\TO>^ 
drew  bis  fword,  and  cut  fais  w^y  through  th^ 
numerous  ^affius.  It  w^s  bare  that  he  firft 
betrayed  hi«  ingratitude  sad  treachery :  be  en» 
gaged  m  a  l^eafonaUe  correfpondence  with  the 
King  of  Hungary  and  the  German  Emperor ; 
apprpacbed  the  royal  tent  at  a  ftilpiciou^  bourj^ 
with  a  drawn  fword,  and,  under  the  maflt  of  ^ 
Latin  foldier,  avowed  an  intention  of  rev^ngs 
againil  a  mortal  foe ;  and  imprudently  pi;aire4 
the  fleetnefs  of  his  horfe,  as  an  infti-um^nt  of 
flight  and  fafety.  The  monarch  difl?mblpd  bis 
fufpicipns ;  but,  after  the  clofeoif  the  campaign, 
Andronicus  wfts  arretted  and  ftriftly  coo^ned  in 
a  tower  of  the  palace  of  Conftantinople. 

In  this  prifon  he  was  left  above  twelve  years ;  ^ 
moft  painful  reftraint,  from  which  the  third  of  ac- 
tion and  pleafure  perpetually  urged  him  to  efcape. 
Alone  and  penfive,  he  perceived  fome  lMX)ken 
bricks  in  a  corner  of  the  chamber,  and  gradually 
widened  the  paflage,  till  he  had  explored  a  dark 
and  forgotten  recefi*  Into  this  hole  be  conveyed  ^ 
bimfelf,andtheremainsofhisprovifions,replacing 
the  bricks  in  their  former  pofition,  and  erafiqg 
with  care  theiootfteps  of  hift  retreat.  At  the  hour 
of  the  cuftomary  tifit,  his  guards  were  ama^  bj| 
the  filence  andfolitude  of tl>e  prifon,and  r^nirted'a 
with.lhame  and  fear,  his  incpmprebe^nOble  Dighti 
The  gates  of  the  palace  and  city  were  inftantly 
(but :  the  flri^eil  orders  w^e  diQ)atcbed  into  Um^ 
proviaQe3,fQrthereQOverygftheirfugitiv^i.afld 
wife,  on  the  iu%i^iion  of  a  juous  a^^  wais  bafeiy 
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CHAP.  imprijToned  in  the  fame  totver.     At  the  dead  of 
^^^^  ^ight,  (he  beheld  a  fpeftre  :  Ihe  recognized  her 
hufband :  they  (hared  their  provifions ;  and  a  fofit 
was  the  fruitof  thefe  ftolen  interviews, which  alle- 
viated the  tedioufnefs  of  their  confinement.  In  the 
cuftody  of  a  woman,  the.  vigilance  of  the  keepers 
was  inlenfibly  relaxed;  and  the  captive  had  accom- 
plifhed  his  real  efcape,  when  he  was  difcovered, 
brought  back  to  Conftantinople,  and  loaded  with 
a  double  chain.  At  length  he  found  the  moment, 
and  the  means  of  his  deliverance.     A  boy,  bis 
domeftic  fervant,  intoxicated  the  guards,  and  ob- 
tained in  wax  the  imprefBon  of  the  keys.  By  the 
diligence  of  his  friends,  a  fimilar  key,  with  a  bun- 
dle of  ropes,  was  introduced  into  the  prifon,  in  the 
bottom  of  a  hogfhead.     Andronicus  employed, 
with  induftry  and  courage,  the  inftruments  of  his 
fafety,  unlocked  the  doors,  defcended  from  the 
tower,  concealed  himfelf alldayamongthebuflies, 
and  fcaled  in  the  night  the  garden-wall  of  the 
palace.     A  boat  was  ftationed  for  his  reception  : 
he  vifited  his  own  houfe,  embraced  his  children, 
caft  away  his  chain,  mounted  a.fleet  horfe,  and 
direfted  his  rapid  courfe  towards  the  banks  of  the 
Danube.    At  Anchialus  in  Thrace,  an  intrepid 
friend  fupplied  him  with  horfes  and  money  :  he 
j^affed  the  river,  traverfed  with  fpeedthe  defert  of 
Hdidavia  and  theCarpathian  hills,and  had  almoft 
reached  the  town  of  Halicz,  in  the  Pojifti  Ruflia, 
whenhewasinterceptedbyapartyofWallachians, 
who  refolved  to  convey  their  important  captive  to 
Conftantinople.  His  prefence  of  mind  again  ex* 
tricated  himfrom  this  danger. Under  the  pretence 
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^f  ficknefs,  he  difinounted  in  the  night,  and  was  €  H  A  P. 
allowed  to  ftep  afide  from  the  troop:  he  planted  ^^^°^ 
in  the  ground  his  long  ftaff;  clothed  it  with  his 
cap  and  upper  garment ;  and  Healing  into  the 
wood,  left  a  phantom  to  amuie,  for  fome  time, 
the  eyes  of  the  Walachians.  From  Halicz  he 
was  honourably  conducted  to  Kiow,  the  refi« 
dence  of  the  great  Duke :  the  fubtle  Greek  foon 
obtained  the  efteem  and  confidence  of  leroflaus : 
his  chara^er  could  aflume  the  manners  of  every 
climate;  and  the  Barbarians  applauded  his 
ftrength  and  courage  in  the  chace  of  the  elks  and 
bears  of  the  foreft.  In  this  northern  region  he 
deferved  the  forgivenefs  of  Manuel,  who  folicited 
the  Ruffian  prince  to  join  his  arms  in  the  invafion 
of  Hungary.  The  influence  of  Andronicus 
atcfaieved  this  important  fervice:  his  private 
treaty  was  figned  with  a  promife  of  fidelity  on 
one  fide,  and  of  oblivion  on  the  other ;  and  he 
marched,  at  the  head  of  the  Ruffian  cavalry,  from 
the  Boryfthenes  to  the  Danube.  In  his  refent* 
ment  Manuel  had  ever  fympathifed  with  the 
martial  and  diflblute  character  of  his  coufin ;  and 
his  free  pardon  was  fealed  in  the  aflault  of  Zem- 
lin^  in  which  he  was  fecond,  and  fecond  only,  to 
the  valour  of  the.Emperor. 

No  fooner  was  the  exile  reflored  to  freedom 
and  his  country,  than  his  ambition  revived,  at 
firit  to  his  own,  and  at  length  to  the  public,  mis- 
fortune. A  daughter  of  Manuel  was  a  feeble  bar 
to  the  fucceifion  of  the  more  deferving  males 
of  the  Comnenian  blood :  her  future  marriage 
with  the  Prince  of  Hungary  was  repugnant  to  the 
hopes  or  prejudices  of  the  princes  and  nobles. 
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CHAP.  But  when  an  oath  of  dkgiance  was  r^^ii'ed  to 
xlthl  ^jjg  prefumptive  heir,  Andronicus  al6ne  ifferied 
the  honour  of  the  Hdihan  liamky  declined  tbc^ 
unlawful  engageihenty  and  boldly  pfoteft^ 
againfltheadoptidnof  aftranger.  His  patri6tifm 
was  ofibnfive  to  the.  Emjieror,  but  he  ipoke  the 
ientim^dts  of  the  pedple^  sind  was  i^emoved  from 
the  royal  pfefence  by  an  hoiioUrable  bariUhmenty 
a  fecdnd  command  of  the  Cilician  frohtier^  witJh 
the  abfolute  difpofal  of  the  revenues  6f  Cyprus. 
In  this  Ration  the  Armenians  a^ain  exercifed  his 
courage  and  expofedhts  negligence;  ^nd  the  Ikma 
rebel,  who  baffled  all  his  opeirations^was  unborfed, 
dnd  alnioft  flain  by  the  vigour  of  hiis  lance. 
But  Andronicus  foon  difcovei^ed  a  mcn-e  eafy  and 
pleaiing  cohqueft,  the  beautiful  Philippa,  fift^r 
of  the  Emptefs  Miaria^  and  daughter  of  Raymond 
of  PpitoUj  the  Latin  Prinbe  of  Antioch.  For  h& 
&ke,  he  deferted  hi^  ftatioh^  ahd  walled  the  fum^* 
mer  in  balls  and  totirilahients :  to  his  love  (fae 
facrificed  her  innocence,  her  reputation,  and  thfer 
offer  of  an  advantageous  marriage.  But  the  re' 
Ibntment  of  Mailuel  for  this  dooieffic  afironl,  in» 
t^rrupted  his  pleafures :  Andronicus  left  th^iiitH& 
creet  prihcefs  to  Weep  and  to  repent;  ahd^wftlra. 
band  of  defperate  adventurers,  tihdertOY^k'tfafe 
pilgHtnage  of  Jeru&lem.  His  birth^  his  martial 
renown,  and  prbfeffions  6f  ^ed,  announced  him 
as  the  chimpioh  of  the  crofi;  hefiioii  captivate 
both  the  clergy  and  the  King  f  and  the  Greek 
prince  wasinvefted  with  the  lordfliijpof  Berytuft, 
on  the  coaft  of  PhiDenicia,  In  his  neighbour* 
hood  refided  a  young  and  handfome  queito,  of 
his  own  nation  and  family,  great^giind^cfaiugbter 
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of  tiie  Emperor  Alexis,  and  widow  of  Baldwin  c  H  A  p; 
the  Third,  King  of  Jerufalem.    She  vifited  and  .^Lvm- 
loved  her  kinfman.     Theodora  was  the  third 
vi6tim  of  his  amorous  fedu&ion ;  and  her  ihame 
was  more  public  and  fcandalous  than  that  of  her 
predeceffors.     The  Emperor  ilill  thirfted  for  re- 
venge ;  and  his  fubj^dls  and  allies  ol*  the  Syrian 
frontier  were  repeatedly  preffed  to  feize  the  per* 
ion,  and  put  out  the  eyes,  of  the  fugitive.     In 
Faleftine  he  was  no  longer  fafe ;  but  the  tended 
Theodora  revealed  his  danger  and  accompanied 
higiligbt*  TbeQnefenof  Jeni&tem  was  expoled 
to  the  .Eaft,  his  ob&quious  concubine ;  and  two 
illegitifnate  children  were  the  Uving  monuments 
of  her  weakne&   Damafcus  was  his  firft  refuge ; 
and,  in  the  chara6fcers  of  the  great  Noureddin 
and  his  fervant  Saladin,  the  fuperftitious  Greek 
might  learn  to  revere  the  virtues  of  the  Mufful- 
nans.    As  the  friend  of  Noureddin  he  vifited, 
moft  probably  Bagdad,  and  the  courts  of  Perfia  j 
and,  after  a  long  circuit  round  the  Cafpian  fea 
and  the  mountains  of  Georgia,  he  finally  fettled  ^ 
among  the  Turks  of  Afia  Minor,  the  hereditary 
enemies  of  his  country.    The  fultan  of  Colonia 
alEbrded  aii  hofpitable  retreat  to  Andronicus, 
his  miftreft,  and  his  band  of  outlaws  :  the  debt 
of  gratitude  was  paid  by  frequent  inroads  in  the 
Roman  province  of  Trebizond;  and  he  feldom 
returned  withoat  an  ample  harveft  of  fpoil  and 
of  Chriftian  captives. '  In  the  ftory  of  his  adven- 
tures, he  was  fond  of  comparing  himfelf  to  Da* 
vid,  who  eicaped,  by  a  long  exile,  the  fnares  of 
tJie  wicked.     But  the  royal  prophet  (he  pre- 
ilimed  to  add)  was  content  to  lark  on   the 
H  2  borders 
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CHAP,  borders  of  Judaea,  to  flay  an  Amalekite,  and 
XLvm.  ^Q  threaten,  in  his  miferable  ftate,  the  life  of 
the  avaricious  Nabal.  The  excurfions  of  the 
Comnenian  prince  had  a  wider  range;  and  he 
had  fpread  over  the  Eaftern  world  the  glory  of 
his  name  and  religion.  By  a  fentence  of  the 
Greek  church  the  licentious  rover  had  been 
feparated  from  the  faithful ;  but  even  this  ex- 
communication may  prove,  that  he  never  ab- 
jured the  profeffion  of  Chriilianity. 

His  vigilance  bad  eluded  or  repelled  the 
open  and  fecret  perfecution  of  the  Emperor ; 
but  he  was  at  length  enfnared  by  the  captivity 
pf  his  female  companion.  The  governor  of 
Trebizond  fucceeded  in  his  attempt  to  furprife 
the  perfon  of  Theodora:  the  Queen  of  Jerufe- 
falem  and  her  two  children  were  fent  to  Con- 
flantinople,  and  their  lofs  embittered  the  tedious 
folitude  of  banifliment.  The  fugitive  implored 
and  obtained  a  final  pardon,  with  leave  to  throw 
himfelf  at  the  feet  of  his  fovereign,  who  was 
fatisfied  with  the  fubmiflion  of  this  haughty 
Ipirit.  Proftrate  on  the  ground,  he  deplored 
with  tears  and  groans  the  guilt  of  his  pail  rebel- 
lion;.nor  would  he  prefume  toarife  unlefsfome 
faithful  fubjed;  would  drag  him  4:0  the  foot  of 
the  throne,  by  an  iron  chain  with  which  he  had 
fecretly  encircled  his  neck.  This  extraordinary 
penance  excitedthe  wonder  and  pity  of  the  aflem- 
bly ;  his  fins  were  forgiven  by  thechurch  andftate; 
butthe  juft  fufpicionof  Manuel  fixed  hi^ refidence 
at  a  difl:ancefrom  the  court,  at  Oenoe,  a  town  of 
Pontus,furrounded  witl>r  ich  yineyards,and  fituate 
on  the  coaft  of  the  j^uxine.  The  death  of  Manuel^ 
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aiid  the  diibrders  of  the  minority,  foon  opened  the  chap. 
faireft  field  to  his  ambition.  The  Emperor  was  a  ^^J^ 
boy  of  twelve  or  fotirteen  years  of  age,  without 
vigour,  or  wifdom,  or  experience ;  his  mother, 
the  Emprefs  Mary,  abandoned  her  perfon  and  go- 
vernment  to  a  favourite  of  the  Comnenian  name; 
and  his  fifler,  another  Mary,  whofe  hufband,  an 
Italian,  was  decorated  with  the  title  of  Casfar, 
excited  a  conlpiracy,  and  at  length  an  infurrec- 
tion,  againft  her  odious  flepmother.  -The  pro- 
vinces were  forgotten,  the  capital  was  in  flames,  * 
and  a  century  of  peace  and  order  was  overthrown 
in  the  vice  and  weaknefs  of  a  few  months.  A 
civil  war  was  kindled  in  Conftantinople  ;  the  two 
fa£tions  fought  a  bloody  battle  in  the  fquare  of  the 
palace,  and  the  rebels  fuftained  a  regular  fiege  in 
the  cathedral  of  St.  Sophia.  The  patriarch  la- 
boured with  honed  zeal  to  heal  the  wounds  of 
the  republic,  the  moft  refpe^able  patriots  called 
aloud  for  a  guardian  and  avenger,  and  every 
tongue  repeated  the  praife  of  the  talents  and  even 
the  virtues  of  Andronicus.  In  his  retirement,  he 
affedled  to  revolve  the  folemn  duties  of  his  oath : 
^*  If  the  lafety  or  honour  of  the  Imperial  family 
**  be  threateited,  I  will  reveal  and  oppofe  the 
«*  miichief  to  the  utmofl  of  my  power."  His 
correfpondence  with  the  patriarch  and  patricians 
was  feafoned  with  apt  quotations  from  the  pfalms 
of  David  and  the  epiftles  of  St.  Paul ;  and  he  pa- 
tiently waited  till  he  was  called  to  her  deliver- 
ance  by  the  voice  of  his  country.  In  his  march 
from  Oenoe  to  Conftantinople,  his  flender  train 
inienfibly  fwelled  to  a  crowd  and  an  army ;  his 
profeffions  of  religion  and  loyalty  were  miftaken 
H  3                               for 
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e  H  A  P.  for  the  language  of  bis  heart;  aj[kd  the  &mflicity 
XLvm*  of  a  foreign  drefs,  which  (hewed  to  adva«Ktage  his 
majeftic  ftature,  dif^layed  a  lively  image  ckf  hiB 
poverty  and  exile.  All  opposition  fiiek  before 
him ;  he  reached  the  itreights  of  the  Thraciaa 
Bofphorus;  the  Byzantine  navy  failed  frodoa  ti^ie 
harbour  to  receive  and  tranfpcwrt  the  faviousr  of 
the  empire ;  the  torrent  was  loud  and  irrefiftU^ 
^nd  the  infe6ts  who  had  baiked  in  the  funfhizie 
of  royal  favour,  difappeared  at  the  hiaft  of  the 
ilorm.  It  was  the  firil  care  of  Andronicus  to 
occupy  the  palace,  to  ialute  the  Emperor,  to 
confine  his  mother,  to  puniih  her  mimftier^  and 
to  reftore  the  public  order  and  tranquillity.  H« 
then  vifited  the  fepuldire  o£  Manuel :  the  fyec* 
tators  were  ordered  to  iftand  aloof,  but  m  he 
bowed  in  the  attitude  of  prayer,  they  heand,  or 
thought  they  heard,  a  murmur  of  ticiomph  and 
revei^e,  **  I  no  longer  fear  thee,  my  bldrefoemy^, 
**  who  haft  driven  me  a  vagaibond  to«very  oli* 
"  mate  of  the  earth.  Thou  art  l&fely  depofited 
*«  under  a  fevenfold  dome,  from  l^hmice  thou 
"  canft  never  arife  till  the  fighal  of  tfhe  teft 
*'  trumpet.  It  is  now  my  turn,  and  Ipeedily  will 
**  I  trample  on  thy  aihes  atod  thy  pafterity.** 
From  his  fobfequent  tyranny  we  may  impute 
fuch  feelings  to  the  man  aaid  the  inomrent :  cbot 
it  is  not  extremely  probable  that  be  ^ve  an  ar- 
ticulate found  to  his  fecret  thoughts.  In  the^rft 
months  of  his  adminiftration,  his.  d^S^s  wane 
veiled  by  a  fair.femblance  df  hypocrify,  whkii 
could  delude  only  the  eyes  of  tiie  multitude : 
the  coronation  of  Alexius  was  iperformed  wxdi 
due  folemnity,    and  his  perfidious  ^uardian^ 
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kdiding  in  fais  iiaads  the  body  and  blood  of  chap. 
Chiiftj  moft  fervently  dedared,  that  he  iived,  ,^^^^ 
and  was  ready  to  die,  for  the  fervice  of  his  be- 
loved pupil.  But  his  numerous  adherents  were 
infijru3;ed  to  an^tain,  that  the  finking  empire 
muft  petiifli  in  the  hands  of  a  chi^d,  that  the 
Roma^ns  could  only  he  fav^etd  by  a  veteran  prince, 
l^d  in  arms,  fkilfnl  in  policy,  ^nd  taujgfat  to 
reign  by  the  Jong  experience  of  fortune  and 
mankind  ^  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  every  citi- 
zen to  force  the  rehiftaat  modefty  of  Andro^ 
nieufi  to  undertake  the  busthen  of  the  puUie 
care.  The  yoqiig  Emperor  was  himielf  con« 
ftrajned  to  join  his  voice  to  the  general  acdama- 
tion,  and  to  folicit  the  ^ffociation  of  a  colleague^ 
wbo  inAantly  degraded  him  from  ibhefupreme 
ra»k,  deluded  his  perfon,  and  verified  the  ra^ 
d^eclaratioa  of  the  patriarch,  that  Alexius  might 
be  confidered  as  dead,  to  foon  as  he  was  com- 
mitted to  tfie  cuftody  joi  his  guardian.  But  his 
death  was  preceded  by  the  jimprifonment  and 
e^idutiop  4)f  his  modier .  Aflter  blackening  her 
relation,  and  infiafningagainft  her  the  pafl^ons 
of  4ite  ijaitdtitude,  ,tbe  tyrajpt  accused  and  tfyed 
the  £mpre&  for  a  tccjafona^e  correipon^^nce 
witiiitiaie  King  of  Hungaiy.  His  own  £bn,  a 
yoiiU:h  of  honour  and  humanity,  avowed  ^is  ab* 
luurrencf  of  l^is  ^agitious  A^t,  and  t^ree  of  the 
judges  had  the  merit  of  preferring  their  con- 
fdance  io  ^their  &fety  j  but  the  obfequious  <tti« 
bunal,  without  requiring  any  proof,  or  hearing 
any  defence,  condemned  the  widow  of  Manuel; 
and  herwi&iTtunaiteipnfubfcribed  the  fentenceof 
her  death.  Maria  was  ilran^ed,  her  corpfe  was 
H  4  buried 
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c  H  A  P.  buried  in  the  fea,  and  hisr  memory  was  woundett^ 
^^^  by  the  infult  moft  offenfive  to  femate  vanity,  x 
falfe*  and  ugly  reprefentation  of  her  beauteon» 
form.  The  fate  of  her  fon  waa  not  long  deferred  :^ 
he  was  ilrangled  with  a  bowf£ring,  and  the  tyrant, 
infenfible  to  pity  or  remorfe,  after  furveying  the 
body  of  the  innocent  youth,  ftruck  it  rudely  with 
his  foot:  ^  Thy  father,"  he  cried,  "  was  a  knaaej 
thy  mother  a  wharcj  and  thyfelf  a j^oZ/" 
An*w»-        The  Roman  fceptre,  the  reward  of  his  crimes, 
Comiie.     v^  ^^^^  ^y  Andronicus  about  three  years  and  a 
vxuf         half  as  the  guardian  or  fovereign  of  the  empire. 
0£^^^*  His  government  exhibited  a  lingular  contrail  of 
vice  and  virtue.    When  he  liflened  to  his  paC* 
fions,  he  was  the  fcourge,  when  he  confuted 
his  reafon,  the  &ther  of  his  people.   In  the  exer* 
cife  of  private  juftice,  he  was  equitable  and 
rigorous :   a  fliameful  and  pernicious  venality 
was  aboltihed,  and  the  offices  were  filled  with 
the  .moft  deferring  candidates  by  a  prince  who 
had  fenfe  to  chufe,  and  feverity  to  punifh.     He 
prohibited  the  inhuman  pra^ice  of  pillaging 
the  goods  and  perfons  of  fliipwrecked  mariners; 
the  provinces,  fo  long  the  obje^s  of  oppreffion 
or  negledl,  revived  in  profperity  and  plenty; 
and  millions  applauded  the  diftant  bleffings  of 
his  reign,  while  he  was  curfed  by  the  witnefies 
of  his  daily  cruelties.      The  ancient  proverb. 
That  blood-thirfty  is  the  man  who  returns  firom 
baniihment  to  power,  had  been  applied  with 
too  much  truth  to  Marius  and  Tiberius;  and 
was  now  verified  for  the  third  time  in  the  life  of 
Andronicus.      His  memory  was  ftored  with  a 
black  lift  of  the  enemies  and  rivals,  who  had  tra- 
duced 
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duced  his  merit,  oppofed  his  greatnefs,.  or  in-  c  h  A  rw 
fulted  his  misfortunes ;  and  the  only  comfort  of  XLvni>^ 
his  exile  was  the  facred  hope  and  promife  of 
revenge.    The  neceflary  extinction  of  the  young 
Emperor  and  his  mother,  impofed  the  fatsd  obli- 
gation of  extirpating  the  friends,  who  hated,  and 
might  pimifli,  the  aflaffin ;  and  the  repetition  of 
murder  rendered  him  lefs  willing,  and  lefs  able, 
to  forgive.     An  horrid  narrative  of  the  vi6Ums 
whom  he  facrificed  by  poifon  or  the  fword,  by 
the  fea  or  the  flames,  would  be  lefs  expreffive  of 
his  cruelty  than  the  appellation  of  the  halcyon 
days,  which  was  applied  to  a  rare  and  bloodlefs 
week  of  repofe  :  the  tyrant  flroye  to  transfer,  on 
the  laws  and  the  judges,  fome  portion  of  his 
guilt ;  but  the  malk  was  fallen,,  and  his  fubje6ts 
could  no  longer  miflake  the  true  author  of  their 
calamities.     The  nobleft  of  the  Greeks,  more 
eipecially  thofe  who,  by  defcent  or  alliance, 
might  difpute  the  Comnenian  inheritance,  ef- 
caped  from  the  monfter's  den :  Nice  or  Prufa, 
Sicily  or  Cyprus,  were  their  places  of  refuge ; 
and  as  their  flight  was  already  criminal,  they 
aggravated  their  ofience  by  an  open  revolt,  and 
the  Imperial  title.    Yet  Andronicus  refifl;ed  the 
daggers  and  fwords  of  his  moil  formidable  ene^ 
mies:  Nice  and  Prufa  were  reduced  and  chaf- 
tifed :  the  Sicilians  were  content  with  the  fack 
of  Theflalonica ;  and  the  diftance  of  Cyprus  was 
not  more  propitious  to  the. rebel  than  to  the 
tyrant.  His  throne  was  fubverted  by  a  rival  with- 
out merit,  and  a  people  wiwbut  arms.    Ilaac 
Angelus,  a  defcendant  in  the  feinale  line  from 
the  great  Alexius,  was  marked  as  a  yidtim,  by 

the 
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c  H  A  P.  the  prudence  or  fuperftitiQii  of  the  Emperor.  la 
^^^^'  a  moment  of  defpair,  Angdus  defended  his  life 
and  liberty,  flew  the  executioner,  and  fled  to  the 
church  of  StSophia.  The  fan^tuary  was  iflfen* 
iibly  filled  with  a  curious  and  mournful  crowd, 
who,  in  his  &te,  prognofticaied  their  owoi.  But 
Ijieir  lamentations  were  fbon  turned  to  pur^s, 
and  their  curCes  to  threats :  they  dared  ts}  aflc, 
**  Why  do  we  fejur  ?  why  do  we  obey  ?  We  ar^ 
^  many^  and  he  is  one ;  our  patience  is  the  only 
*^  bmA  of  our  flavery/*  With  the  dawn  of  day 
1^  city  burfl  into  a  general  feditioo,  the  prifons 
were  thrown  open,  the  jcoldeft  and  moft  fervfle 
were  roui^d  to  the  defence  of  their  country,  and 
Kaac,  the  fecond  of  the  name,  was  raifed  from 
the  ian6tuary  to  the  throne.  Unconicious  x)£ 
his  danger,  the  tyrant  was  abfent ;  withdrawn 
from  the  toils  x)fftate,  in  t&e  xldicibus  iflaods  of 
the  Propondis.  He  had  contracted  an  indaoent 
xm^rriage  with  Alice,  ^or  Agnes,  daughter  ^of 
X^wis  the  Seventh  of  France^  aaad  reli6b  of  t^ 
unfortunate  Alexius ;  and  his  fociety,  more  fjodtm 
aible  to  his  temper  Idian  to  his  age,  was  cois^ofed 
of  a  young  wife  aiui  a  favourite  concubine.  Qa 
tiie  firft  alarm  he  ruihed  to  Conftantinople,  im* 
psKtient  for  the  blood  ef  tiie  guilty ;  but  he  was 
aftoniihed  by  the  tfilence  of  the  palace,  the  tu« 
mult  jof  the  dcity,  and  (the  general  defeittion  of 
mankind.  Aindroottcus  proclaimed  a  free  pardon 
to  bis  fubjedts ;  they  neither  defired  nor  ^would 
grant  forgiveneis :  he  offered  to  refign  the.crow|i. 
to  bis  fon  Manuel ;  but  the  virtues  o^  the  foa 
could  not  expiate  bis  father's  crimes.  The  iea 
was  (ftill  open  fcir  his  retreat ;  but  the  news  of  the 
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xevoluttioisi  liad  flown  along  the  coaft ;  when  fear  c  H  A  t* 
had  ceafed,  obedience  was  no  niore ;  the  Inape-  XLvm> 
jiai  galley  was  purfued  and  taken  by  an  armed 
brigantine ;  and  the  tyrant  was  dragged  to  the 
prefence  of  Ifaac  Angelas,  loaded  with  fetters, 
and  a  long  chain  round  his  neck.  His  eloquence, 
and  the  tears  of  his  female  compankms,  pleaded 
in  vain  for  his  life;  but,  inftead  of  the  decencies 
t)f  a  legal  execution,  the  new  monarch  aban* 
doned  the  criminal  to  the  numerous  fuflfeners, 
whom  he  had  defkrived  of  a  father,  an  huiband, 
^r  a  friend.  His  teeth  and  hair,  an  eye  and  a 
hand,  were  torn  from  him,  as  a  poor  compen« 
&tian  for  their  lofs ;  and  a  ihort  r^pite  was  al- 
lowed, that  be  might  fed  the  bitter nefs  of  death. 
Aftride  on  a  camel,  without  any  daaager  of  a 
refeue,  he  was  carried  through  the  city,  and  tb^ 
hafeft  of  the  populaoe  rejoiced  to  trampile  on  the 
fallen  majefty  of  their  prince.  After  a  thoufimd 
blows  and  outrages,  Andronicus  was  hung  by 
the  feet,  between  two  piUars  that  &pported  the 
ftatues  of  a  wolf  and  fow;  and  every  hand  tiiat 
could  reach  the  pubKc  enemy,  inffi6ted  on  hks 
body  fome  mark  of  ingenious  or  brutal  cr^aidty^ 
tin  two  friendly  or  forious  Italians,  plunging 
their  fwords  into  his  body,  releafed  him  from  aU 
hiHnan  punifliment.  '  In  this  long  at\d  painful 
agony,  ^^  Lord  have  mercy  upon  me !  and  why 
**  wiil  yon  bmife  a  broken  reed  ?'*  were  the  only 
movds  that  efcaped  from  his  mouth.  Our  ha^tued 
for  the  tyrant  is  loft  in  rpity  for  the  man ;  nor  ican 
Vfe  blame  his  pufillanimous  refignation,  finee  a 
Greek  Chriftian  was  no  longer  mafter  of  his  lt£eu 

I  have 


log  THE  DECLIKE  AND  FALL 

CHAP.      1  have  been  tempted  to  expatiate  on  the  ex* 
^ITO^  traordinary  charafter  and  adventures  of  Andro- 
iiaac  n.      nicus ;  but  I  (hall  here  terminate  the  feries  of 
AJ0^^^8    *^^  Greek  emperors  fince  the  time  of  HeTadius. 
Scpt.i».  'The  branches  that  fprang^from  the  Comnenian 
trunk  had  infenfibly  withered;    and  the  male 
line  was  continued  only  in  the  pofterity  of  An- 
dronicus  himfelf,  who,  in  the  public  confufion, 
ufurped  the  fovereignty  of  Trebizond,  fo  obfcurc 
in  hiflory,  and  fo  famous  in  romance.    A  private 
citizen  of  Philadelphia,  Conftantine  Angelus, 
had  emerged  to  wealth  and  honours,  by  his  mar- 
riage with  a  daughter  of  the  Emperor  Alexius. 
His  fon  Andronicus  is  confpicuous  only  by  his 
cowardice.     His  grandfon  Ifaac  punilhed  and 
fucceeded  the  tyrant ;  but  he  was  dethroned  by 
his  own  vices,  and  the  ambition  of  his  brother ; 
A.D.no4f  and  their  difcord  introduced  thd  Latins  to  the 
AprU  la.    cQnqueft  of  Conftantinople,  the  firft  great  period 
in  the  fall  of  the  Eaftern  empire. 

If  we  compute  the  number  and  duration  of 
the  reigns,  it  will  be  found,  that  a  period  of  fix 
hundred  years  is  filled  by  fixty  emperors,  in- 
cluding in  the  Auguilan  lifl;  fome  female  fove- 
reigns ;  and  dedu6ting  fome  ufurpers  who  were 
never  acknowledged  in  the  capital,  and  fome 
princes  who  did  not  live  to  poflefs  their  inhe* 
ritance.  The  average  proportion  will  allow 
ten  years  for  each  emperor,  far  below  the 
chronological  rule  of  Sir  Maac  Newton,  who, 
from  the  experience  of  more  recent  and  regular 
monarchies,  has  defined  about  eighteen  or 
twenty  years  as  the  term  of  an  ordinary  reign. 
The  Byzantine  empire  was  moil  tranquil  and  pro* 
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Iperous  when  it  could  acquieic6  in  hereditary  chap. 
fucceffion ;  five dynafties,  the  Heraclian,  Ifaurian^:  XLvm. 
Amorian,  Bafilian,  and  Comnenian  families,  en- 
joyed and  tranfmitted  the  royial  patrimony  dur- 
ing their  refpe6live  feries  of  five,  four,  three,  fix, 
and  four  generations;  feveral  princes  number 
the  years  of  their  reign  with  thofe  of  their  in- 
fancy :  and  Conftantine  the  Seventh  and  his  two 
grandfonsi  occupy  the  fpace  of  an  entire  century. 
But  in  the  intervals  of  the  Byzantine  dyiiafties, 
the  fucceffion  is  rapid  and  broken,  and  the  name 
of  a  fucce&ful  candidate  is  fpeedily  erazed  by  a 
more  fortunate  competitor.  Many  were  the 
paths  that  led  to  the  fummit  of  royalty ;  the 
fabric  of  rebellion  was  overthrown  by  the  fl;roke 
of  conlpiracy,  or  undermined  by  the  filent  art3 
of  intrigue ;  the  favourites  of  the  foldiers  or  peo- 
ple, of  the  fenate  or  clergy,  of  the  women  and 
eunuchs^  were  alternately  clothed  with  the  pur- 
ple: the  means  of  their  elevation  were  bafe,  and 
their  end  was  often  contemptible  or  tragic.  A 
being  of  the  nature  of  man,  endowed  with  the 
fame  faculties,  but  with  a  longer  meafure  of 
exiftence,  would  call  down  a  fmile  of  pity  and 
cpntQmpt^  on  the  crimes  and  follies  of  human 
ambition,  fo  eager,  in  a  narrow  fpan,  to  grafp  at  a 
precarious  and  Ihort-li ved  enjoyment.  It  is  thus 
that  the  experience  of  hiftory  exalts  and  enlarges 
the  horizon  of  our  intellectual  view.  In  a  com- 
pbfition  of  fome  days,  in  a  perufal  of  fome  hour^, 
fix  hundred  years  have  rolled  away  and  the  du- 
ration of  a  life  or  reign  is  contracted  to  a  fleeting 
moment :  the  grave  is  ever  befide  the  throne;  the 
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CHAP,  fuccels  of  a  criminal  is  dmoft  kift^uitly  Mlowed 
^Lvm.   |jy  ^^  j^^  ^f  jjj J  pj^^^ .  j^  ^j^j.  immortal  reaibn 

Airvives  and  difdaing  the  iixty  phantoms  <^  kings 
who  have  paffed  before  our  eyes,  and  faintly 
dwell  on  our  remembrance.  The  obfervation, 
that,  in  every  age  and  climate,  ambitibn  has  pre- 
vailed with  the  fame  commanding  energy,  may 
abate  the  furprize  of  a  philofopber ;  but  while 
he  condemns  the  vanity,  he  may  fearch  the  mo* 
tive,  of  this  univerfal  defire  to  obtain  and  bold 
the  fceptre  of  dominion.  To  the  greater  part 
of  the  Byzantine  feries,  we  cannot  reaibnably 
afcribe  the  love  of  fame  and  of  mankind.  The 
virtue  alone  of  John  Comnemis  was  beneficent 
and  pure :  the  moft  illuftrious  of  the  princes, 
who  precede  or  follow  that  relpeftable  name, 
have  trod  with  fome  dexterity  and  vigour  the 
crooked  and  bloody  paths  of  a  felfifii  policy ; 
in  fcrutinizing  the  imperfe£fc  characters  of  Leo 
the  I&urian,  Bafil  the  Firft,  and  Aleidus  .Com« 
nenus,  of  Theophilus,  the  fecond  Bafil,  and 
Manuel  Ccnnnenus,  our  efteem  and  cenfure  are 
almoft  equally  balanced;  and  the  remainder 
of  the  Imperial  crowd  could  only  defiie  and  ex« 
peft  to  be  fargotten  by  pofterity.  Was  per^ 
fonal  happinefs  the  aim  and  obje^  of  their  am- 
bition ?  I  ihall  not  defcant  on  the  vulgar  topics 
of  the  mifery  of  kings ;  but  I  may  furely  ob* 
ferve,  that  their  condition,  of  all  others,  is  the 
mo(l  pregnant  with  fear,  and  the  leaft  fufceptible 
of  hope.  For  thefe  oppofite  pafiions,  a  larger 
foope  was  allowed  in  the  revolutions  of  antiquity^ 
fban  in  the  ftaooth  and  folid  temper  of  the  m<^ 
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dern  world,  which  cannot  eafily  repeat  either  chap. 
the  triumph  of  Alexander  or  the  fall  of  Darius.  ^Lvra. 
But  the  peculiar  infelicity  of  the  Byzantine 
princes  expofed  them  to  domeflic  perils,  with- 
out affording  any  lively  promife  of  foreign  con- 
queil.  From  the  pinnacle  of  greatnefs,  Andro- 
nicus  w£is  precif^itated  by  a  death  more  cruel 
and  fhameful  than  that  of  the  vilefl  tt!ale&^r ; 
btit  the  moft  glorious  of  his  predecefibrs  had 
mtlch  more  to  dread  from  thdir  iubje^ls  than  to 
hope  from  th^ir  enemies.  The  strmy  was  Ucen- 
tknis  without  ipirit,  the  nation  turbulent  with- 
out freedom :  the  Barbarians  of  the  Eaft  and 
Weft  prefTed  on  the  monarchy,  And  the  lofs  of 
the  provinces  was  terminated  by  the  final  fervi- 
tude  of  the  capital. 

The  entire  feries  of  Roman  emperors  from  the 
firft  of  the  Caefars  to  the  laft  of  the  Conftantioes^ 
extends  above  fifteen  hundred  years :  and  the 
term  of  domiilion  unbroken  by  foreign  conqueft> 
furpafTes  the  meafure  of  the  ancient  monarchies  j 
llie  Aflyrians  or  Medes,  the  fuccefTors  of  Cyrus^ 
or  thdfe  of  Alexander* 
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CHAP.    XLIX. 

IntroduBion^  Worjhip^  and  Perfecution  of  Images  • 
— Revolt  of  Italy  and  Rome. — Temporal 
Dominion  of  the  Popes. — Conqueji  of  Italy  by 
the  Franks. — EJiabttfhment  of  Images. — Ota* 
ra&er  and  Coronation  of  Charlemagne.— Re^ 
Jloration  and  Decay  of  tJie  Roman  Emjnre  in 
the  Wejl. — Independence  of  Italy. —  Conflitv^ 
Hon  of  the  Germanic  Body. 


^ 


Introduc- 
tion of 
images 
into  the 
Chriftian 
church* 


CHAP.  TN  the  conne6lion  of  the  church  and  ftate,  I 
^^^^*  have  confidered  the  former  as  fubfervient  only, 
and  relative,  to  the  latter  j  afalutary  maxim,  if  in 
fa£l,  as  well  as  in  narrative,  it  had  ever  been  held 
facred.  The  oriental  philofophy  of  the  Gnoftics, 
the  dark  abyfs  of  predeftination  and  grace,  and 
the  ilrange  transformations  of  the  Eucharift  from 
the  fign  to  the  fubftance  of  Chrift's  body',  I  have 
purpofely  abandoned  to  the  curiofity  of  Ipecula- 
tive divines.  But  I  have  reviewed,  with  diligence 
and  pleafure,  the  obje6ls  of  ecclefiaftical  hillory, 
by  which  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  Roman  em- 
pire were  materially  affedled,  the  propagation  of 


'  The  learned  Selden  has  given  the  hifiory  of  tranfubfiantiation  in 
2^  comprehenfive  and  pithy  fentence.  «  This  opinion  is  only  rhetoric 
«*  turned  into  logic."  (His  Works,  vol.  iii.  p.»073.  in  his  Table 
Talk.) 
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Chriftiatiity,  tlie  conftitation  of  the  Catholic  c  h  ap.-> 
church,  the  tmti  of  Faganifin,  and  the  fe6l8  thai 
arof6  from  the  myfteitious  coHtrovepfies  concern- 
ing the  Trinity  ancf  incarnation.  At  the  heskd 
of  this  clafe,  we  may  juftly  rawk  t?te  vrorffiip  0t\ 
images^  fo  fiercely  cKfputed  in  the  eighth  Bind 
ninth  centuries  ;  finge  a  queftion  of  popular  fo- 
perftition  produced  thp  revolt  of  ItaJy,  the  tem- 
poral power  of  the  popes,  and  the  reftoration  of 
the  Roman  empire  in.  the  Weft. 

The  primitiveChriilians  were  poflefled  with  aa 
unconquerable  repugnance  to  the  uTe  and  abufe 
of  images,  and  this^  averfion  may  be  afcribed.  to 
their  defcent  from  the  Jews,  and  theii?  enmity  to 
the  Greeks^,  The  Mofaic  law  had  feverely  pro- 
jCbribed  all  reprefentations  of  the  Deity ;  and  that 
precept  was  fiirmly  eftabliflied,,  in  the  principles, 
aiid  praSice  of  the  chofeu  people.  The  wit  of 
the  Chriftiaji  apologifts  was  pointed  agaioft  the 
fooUfli  idolatera^,  who  bowed  before  the  workman- 
ifaip  o£  their  own  hand«  ^  the  images  of  bra&  and 
marble,  which^  had  the^  been  endowed  with  fenfe, 
and  motion,  fhould  have  ftartgd  rather  from  thei 
ped^fial  to  adore  the  creative  powers  of  the. 
ai:ti(l\  Perhaps  &me  recent  and  imperfect  con- 
verts of  tbQ  Gnoftic  tribe^  might  crown  the  ^ar 
tues  of  Chrift  and  St.  Paul  with  the  profane, 
honours  which  they  paid  to  thofe  of  Ariftotle  and 


*  Kec  iMetl^giu^  iionincft  kcptiffi^  qiiMfi  {entire  fii»iliicf»;<ft 
moveri  po£fttttradoi»«uto  Inattoeoi  fuifitoie  *  qucfiuit  «a|xilitiir(]Dti!rku; 
Ibititut.  1.  iL  c.  jb.>  liA^taiildM  i»tittlaft9ttw^a»themoi.elo^^ 
of  die  La«ili4ipologiftk  Tfadr  niUeryof  iAola  attifiki  Ml:  <«#  the 
•bjedl  but  the  fonn  and  matter. 
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CHAP.  Pythagoras  3;  but  the  public  religion  of  the  Ca- 
^^^-    tholics  was  uniformly  fimple  and  fpiritual ;  and 

'  ^"^"^  the  firft  notice  of  the  ufe  of  pifilures  is  in  the  cen- 
fure  of  the  council  of  Illiberis,  three  hundred 
years  after  the  Chriftian  aera.  Under  the  fuc- 
ceffors  of  Conftantine,in  the  peace  and  hixury  of 
the  triumphant  church,the  more  prudent  bifhops 
condefcended  to  indulge  a  vifible  fuperftition,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  multitude:  and,  after  the  ruin 
of  Paganifm,  they  were  no  longer  reftrained  by 
the  apprehenfion  of  an  odious  parallel.  The 
firft  introdu6lion  of  a  fymbolic  worlhip  was  in  the 
veneration  of  the  crofs,  and  of  relics.  The  faints 
and  martyrs,  whofe  interceffion  was  implored, 
were  feated  on  the  right  hand  of  God ;  but  the 
gracious  and  often  fiipematural  favours,  which, 
iii  the  popular  belief,  were  fhowered  round  their 
tomb.  Conveyed  an  unqueftionable  fan6lion  of 
thQ  devout  pilgrims,  who  vifited,  and  touched, 
and  kiffed,  thefe  lifelefi  remains,  the  memorials 
of  their  merits  and  fufferings  \  But  a  memorial, 
more  interefting  than  the  fkuU  or  the  fandals  of  a 
departed  worthy,  is  a  faithful  copy  of  his  perfbn 
and  features  delineated  by  the  arts  of  painting 
or  fculpture.  In  every  age,  fuch  copies,  fo  con- 
genial fo  human  fedings,  have  been  cheriihed  by 
the  zeal  of  private  friendfhip,  or  public  efteem : 
the  images  of  the  Roman  emperors  were  adored 

^  See  Irenseusy  Ejuphanius*  and  Auguftin  (Bafiu^»  HiSL  des  Egllles 
Refiormksy  torn.  ii.  p.  I3i3*>  '^^  Gnolfic  pradtice  has  a  fiogolar 
affinity  with  the  private  worflup  of  Alexander  Sevenu  (Lampridius» 
£•29.  Lardner,  Hestfatn  Tefthnodesy  voLuL  p*34.)* 

«  See  thk  IMoTft  VoLib.  p. S56«;  vol.  ir.  p.  zocKit  toL  t* 
p.  xa9— 134. 
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with  civil  and  almoft  religious  honours:  a  reve-  chap. 
rence  lefs  oflentatious,  but  more  fincere,  was  ap»-  ,'^^^\^ 
plied  to  the  ftatues  of  fages  and  patriots ;  and 
thefe  profane  virtues,  tbefe  fplendid  fins,  difap- 
peared  in  the  prefence  of  the  holy  men,  who  had 
died  for  their  celeftial  and  everlafting  country. 
At  iiril,  the  experiment  was  made  with  caution  Their 
and  fcruple;  and  the  venerable  pictures  were  ^®*^P* 
diibreetly  allowed  to  inftru6l  the  ignorant,  to 
awaken  the  cold,  and  to  gratify  the  prejudices  of 
the  heathen  profelytes.  By  a  flow  though  inevita* 
ble  progreflion,  the.  honours  of  the  original  were 
transferred  to  the  copy :  the  devout  Chriftiau 
prayed  before  the  image  of  a  faint ;  and  the  Pa^ 
gan  rites  of  genuflexion,  luminaries,  and  incenfe, 
again  fl:ole  into  the  Catholic  church.  The  fcru- 
ples  of  reafQn,or  piety,  were  lilenced  by  the  fl;roQg 
evidence  of  vifions  and  miracles ;  and  the  pi6ture9 
which  fpeak,  and  movcy  and  bleed,  mud  be  en- 
dowed with  a  divine  energy,  and  may  be  confi.^ 
dered  as  the  proper  objedls  of  religious  adoration* 
The  mod  audacious  pencil  might  tremble  in  the 
rafli  attempt  of  defining,  by  forms  and  colours, 
the  infinite  Spirit,  the  eternal  Father,  who  per* 
vades  and  fufl;ains  the  univerfe  K  But  the  fuper^ 
fl:itious  mind  was  more  eafiJiy  reconciled  to  paint 
and  to  worfiiip  the  angels,  and,  above  all,  the 

9^ixu<nv  affMXtf^ouiy.  art  xn^w  km  f i/Xot;  tw  vript/^iov  xai  v^vxfXP^ 
titneut  rt/Aftv  i^pug  diEyywxa/uifn  (Concilium  Nicenum^  ii.  in  CoIIedl. 
Ijabb.  torn.  viii.  p.  10259  edit.  Venet).  H  feroit  peut^tre  a-propos  de 
ne  point  foufirir  d'images  de  la  Tiinite  ou  de  la  Divinjt«  i  les  defen- 
(eors  les  plus  zeles  des  images  ayant  Cjandamiie  celiet  ci,  et  le  cdncile 
de  Trente  ae  parlant  que  des  iikiages  de  JeAit  Chrift  et  des  Saintt 
(Dupin*  Kbiiot.  Ecdcf.  torn.  vi.  p.  154). 

1 2  Son 
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CHAP.  Son  of  Ood)  under  the  human  fbape,  which,  on 
^^^^  ^arth,  they  have  condefcended  to  aflume.  The 
fecond  perfon  of  the  Trinity  had  been  clothed 
with  a  rea]  and  mortal  body  ;  but  that  body  had 
afcended  into  heaven,  and,  had  not  fome  fimili- 
tude  been  prefented  to  the  eyes  of  his  difciples, 
he  fpiritual  worfhip  of  Chrift  might  have  been 
obliterated  by  the  vifible  relics  and  reprefenta* 
tions  of  the  faints.  A  fimilar  indulgence  was 
requiiite,  and  propitious,  for  the  Virgin  Mary : 
the  place  of  her  burial  was  unknown  ;  and  the 
afiumption  of  her  foul  and  body  into  heaven  was 
adopted  by  the  credulity  of  the  Greeks  and  La* 
tins.  The  u&,  and  even  the  worfhip,  of  images; 
was  firmly  eibablifhed  before  the  end  of  the  fixth 
century:  they  were  fondly  cherifhed  by  the 
warm  imagination  of  the  Greeks  and  Afiatics: 
the  Pantheon  and  Vatican  were  adorned  with 
the  emblems^  of  a  new  fuperftition ;  but  this  fem- 
blance  of  idolatry  was  more  coldly  entertained 
by  the* rude  Barbaiians  and  the  Arian  clergy  of 
the  Weft.  The  bolder  forms  of  lc)alptur€f,  in 
brafs  or  mart)le,  which  peopled  thd  temples  of 
antiquity,,  were  ofFenfiveto  the  fancy  or  con- 
fcience  of  the  Chriftian  Greeks;  and  a  fmooth 
furfaoe  of  colours  has  ever  been  efteemed  a  mora 
decent^ and  harmlefs  mode  of  imitation  ^ 
The  imaec  '^^^  merit  and  effe6l  of  a  copy  depends  on  its 
rfEdeffii.   refemblance  with  the  6riginal ;  but  the  primitive 

^  This  g^cnl  hiilory  of  images  is  drawn  from  the  xxiid  book  of 
the  Hift*  d^  Eglifes  Refonnces  of  Ba(hage»  torn.!!,  p.  13x0— ^J 33 7.  He 
wa«  a  IVoteft^ty  but  of  a  manly  fpirit;;  andon  this  head  the ]Kr«teft* 
aau  are  fo  notor^ufly  io  the  riglity  that  the^  can  venture  to  be  in^ar^  » 
tial.     See  the  perplexity  of  poor  Friar  JPagii  Crttica»  torn,  u  p-  4^ 

Chriflians 
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Chriftians  were  ignorant  of  the  genuine  featur^^  chap* 
pf  the  Son  of  Grod,  his  mother,  and  his  apoftles:  ,  xxjx. 
the  ilatue  of  Ohrift  at  Paneas  in  Paleiline%  wa9 
more  probably  that  of  fome  temporal  iaviour ; 
the  Gnoftics  and  their  profane  monuments  were 
reprobated ;  and  the  &ncy  of  the  Chriftian  artifls 
could  only  Jbe  guided  by  the  clandeftine  imita- 
tion of  fome  heathen  piodeL  In  this  diftre(s,  (t 
bold  and  dextrous  invention  afihr^d  nt  once  the 
Ukenefs  of  the  image  and  the  innocence  of  the 
worfliip,  A  new  fuperll.ru^ure  of  fable  was  raifed 
on  the  popular  bafis  of  a  Syrian  legend,  on  the 
correspondence  of  Chrift  and  Abgarus,  fo  famous 
in  the  daysof  Eufebius,  fo  reluftantiy  deferted  by 
pur  modern  ajdvocates.  The  Bilhop  of  Caeferea" 
records  the  epiftle%  bnt  he  mod  ilrangely  forgets 

the 

^  After  removing  fome  rubbiih  of  miracle  and  inconiUieocyt  it  may 
be  jdlowedy  tliat  as  late  as  the  year  300*  Paneas  in  Paleftine  was  decb* 
T^ted  with  a. bronze  ftatuet  reprefenting  a  grave  pofooage  wrapt  19  $ 
cloaky  with  a  grateful  or  fuppliant  female  kneeling  before  hiiQ>  fnd  that 
an  infcription  -—  ra>  iMrrt^tf  tu  cvtpyrrt)  —  Was  pa*hap5  infcribed  on  the 
pedeftal.  By  the  Chrifiians»  this  graiipe  wsis  fijolilhly  explained  of  their 
founder  and  the  poor  woman  whom  he  had  cured  of  die  bloody  flujt 
(Enfeb.  vii.  x8.Fhiloftorg.vii.  3^  &c.).  M.deBeaufbbre  more  restfonably 
conje(Slure8  the  philofopher  Apolloniu8»  or  the  Emperor  Vafpaiian:  in 
the  latter  fuppofition,  the  female  is  a  ^ityy  a  province^  or  perhaps  thf 
queen  Berenice  (Bibliollieque  Germaniquey  torn,  vn,  p.  i — 9«.)* 

^  Eufeb.  Hill.  Ecclef.  U  L  c.  13.  The  learned  AflemaamiB  hat 
brought  up  the  collateral  aid  of  three  Syrianiy,  St.  Ephrem^  JofuaSty- 
litesy  and  James  Biifhop  of  Satoig:  I  do  not  find  any  notice  of  the  Syriac 
original  or  the  archives  of  Edefla  (Bibliot.  Orient.  tom.i.  pf  31^*  4^Q» 
SS4')'i  their  vague  belief  is  probkbly  derived  froipi  the  Greeks. 

9  llie  evidences  fc^thefeepifttes  is  fUted  and  remedied  by^thecaaxiUI 
Lardner  (Heathen  T^iimoai^  vo)»  i.  p.  197 — 309.).  Aplong  the  heni 
of  bigots  wh^fUre  fqrQi|>ly.^liniyen  from  this  cqAv^enty  but  u&ttfiabl^ 
|»^ft>  I  am  afluune^  wjtfa  the  Gnkboi>  Cavest  Ti!lwirtita»  ftcl  to  dvfeo* 
Ver  Mr.  Addlfon,  an  £|iglifli  ge^Uemta  <ltii  Wfiiik%  vflLi  l^^it. 

13  Baflcerw 
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c  HA  ?•  the  pi6lure  of  Chrift  " ;  the  perfect  impreffion  of 
^yiJX^  l^jg  £^^^  ^^  ^  linen,  with  which  he  gratified  the 
faith  of  the  royal  ftranger,  who  had  invoked  his 
healing  power,  and  offered  the  ftrong  city  of 
Edeffa  to  proteft  him  againft  the  malice  of  the 
Jews.  The  ignorance  of  the  primitive  church  is 
explained  by  the  long  imprifonment  of  the  image 
in  a  niche  of  the  wall,  from  whence,  after  an 
oblivion  of  five  hundred  years,  it  was  releafed  by 
Ibme  prudent  bifhop,  and  feafonably  prefented  to 
the  devotion  of  the  times.  Its  firft  and  moft  glo- 
rious exploit  was  the  deliverance  of  the  city  from 
the  arms  of  Chofroes  Nufliirvan;  and  it  was 
foon  revered  as  a  pledge  of  the  divine  promife, 
that  Edeffa  fhould  never  be  taken  by  a  foreign 
enemy.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  text  of  Pro- 
copius  afcribes  the  double  deliverance  of  Edeffa 
to  the  wealth  and  valour  of  her  citizens,  who 
purchafed  the  abfence  and  repelled  the  affaults  of 
the  Perfian  monarch.  He  was  ignorant,  the  pro- 
fane hiftorian,  of  the  teftimony  which  he  is  com- 
pelled to  deliver  in  the  ecclefiaftical  page  of 
Evagrius,  that  the  Palladium  was  expofed  on  the 

Baikerville^s  edition);  but  his  fuperficial  trat^  on  the  Chriftian  religioi^ 
owes  its  credit  to  his  nfimey  his  ftyle,  and  the  interefted  applaufe  of 
our  clergy; 

*°  From  the  filence  of  James  of  Sarug  (Aileman.  Bibliol;^  Orient, 
p.  a89.  3 1 8.),  and  the  teftimony  of  Evagrius  (Hift.  Ecclef.  1.  iv.  c.  a;.), 
1  conclude  that  this  fable  was  invented  between  the  y^ars  521  and  5949 
moft  probably  after  the  fiege  of  EdeiTa  in  540  (Afleman.  torn.  L  p.  416. 
Procopius»  dc  Bell.  Perfic.  1.  ii.).  It  is  the  fword  and  buckler  of  Gre- 
feory  H.  (in  Epift.  i.  and  teon  Ifaiir.  CoundL  torn.  viii.  p.  6569  657.)^ 
of  John  Damafcenus  (Opera^  torn.  i.  p.  a8i.  edit.  Lequien),  and  of  the 
fecondNkene  Council  (Adtio^y.  p^  xo30.>  The  moft  peifedi' edition 
pujht  found  in  Gedrenus  (Compend.  p.  i75--<*i78.). 
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rampart,  and  that  the  water  which  had  been  e  H  A  p. 

iprinkled  on  the  holy  face,  inftead  of  quenching, 

added  new  fuel  to  the  flames  of  the  befieged. 

After  this  important  fervice,  the  image  of  Edefla 

was  preferved  with  refpe6l  and  gratitude ;  and  if 

the  Armenians  reje6ted  the  legend,  the  more 

credulous  Greeks  adored  the  limilitude,  which 

was  not  the  work  of  any  mortal  pencil,  but  the 

immediate  creation  of  the  divine  original.    The 

ilyle  and  fentiments  of  a  Byzantine  hymn  will 

declare  how  far  their  worfliip  was  removed  from 

the  grofleil  idolatry.    "  How  can  we  with  mor- 

^^  tal  eyes  contemplate  this  image,  whofe  celef- 

"  tial  Iplendour  the  hoft  of  heaven  prefumes  not 

"  to  behold  ?  He  who  dwells  in  Heaven  conde* 

"  icends  this  day  to  -vifit  us  by  his  venerable 

"  image;  He  who  is  feated  on  the  cherubim, 

"  vifits  us  this  day  by  a  pi6kure,  which  the  Fa- 

^^  ther  has  delineated  with  his  immaculate  hand, 

<^  which  he  has  formed  in  an  ineffable  manner, 

"  and  which  we  fandlify  by  adoring  it  with  fear 

•*  and  love.**     Before  the  end  of  the  fixth  cen. 

tury,   thefe  images,   made   without   hands   (in 

Greek  it  is  a  fingle  word  "),  were  propagated 

in  the   camps   and  cities  of  the   Eaflern  em« 

"  Ax«poffwwo;.  See  Ducange^  hi  GlolH  Graec.  et  Lat.  The  fiib* 
jedt  b  treated  with  equal  learning  and  bigotry  by  the  Jefuit  Gretfer 
(Syntagnu  de  Imagmibus  non  Mand  fa^is,  ad  calcem  Codini  de  Offi<* 
ciisy  p.  289«^33o.)9  the  afs,  or  rather  the  foxy  of  Ingoldftadt  (iaejhe 
ScaCgerana)  wit^  equal  reafon  and  wit  by  the  IVx>teftAnt  Beaufobre  in 
the  ironical  controverfy  which  he  has  ^read  through  many  volumes  of 
the  Biblioth^que  Germanique  (torn,  xviii.  p.  z — 50.  xx.  p.  47 — 68« 
XXV.  p.  z — 46.  xxviii  p.  85— 1x8.  xxviii.  p.  X— 33*  xzxi.  p.xxx— 
148.  xxxii.  p.  75—107.  xxxiv.  p.  67 — 9^.> 

I  4  pire; 
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CHAP.  |ur«^^:  tUey  wer^  tbe  objects  of  Mrorflup,  and  the 
XiiX.    if^Qxumeats  of  oiiracles;   and  ia  t^  hour  of 

Its  copies,  danger  or  tumult^  their  venerable  prejCence  could 
revive  the  hope^  rekindle  the  courage^  or  repnels 
the  fury,  of  the  Roman  legionjs.  Of  thefe  pic* 
tures,  the  far  greater  part,  the  tranfcripts  of 
a  hufiian  pencil,  could  only  pretend  to  a  fecood^ 
ary  likenefe  and  improper  tide:  but  there  were 
fome  pf  higher  defcent,  who  derived  their  re* 
femblance  from  an  immediate  contaS^  with  the 
original,  endowed,  for  that  purpofe^  with  a  mi« 
raculotjs  and  prolific  virtue.  The  moft  ambitious 
aipired  from  a  filial  to  a  fraternal  relation  with 
the  image  of  £defla ;  and  fudb  \%  the  wr0nica  of 
Rome,  or  Spain,  or  Jerufalem,  which  Chrift  in 
his  ^ony  and  bloody  fweat  applied  to  his  face, 
and  delivered  to  an  holy  matron.  The  fruitful 
precedent  was  Ipeedily  transferred  to  the  Virgin 
Mary,  and  the  faiiiits  and  martyrs.  In  the  church 
of  Diofpolis,  in  Paleftine^  the  features  of  the 
mother  of  God''  were  deeply  infcribed  in  a 
marble  column :  the  £aft  and  Weft  have  been 
det:orated  by  the  pencil  of  St.  Luke ;  and 
the  Evangelift,  who  was  perhaps  a  phyfician, 
bad  been  forced  to  exercife  the  occupation  of 
a  painter,   fo  profane  and  odious  in  the  eyes 

**  Theophylaft  Sknocatta  (1.  u.  c.  j,  p.  34*  !•  Hi.  c.  i.  p.  63.)  cde- 
Inratts  the  ^Eoy^pixoy  fouto-jua,  which  he  ftyles  oL^H^iroiYitw ;  yet  it  was 
110  more  than  a  copy^  fihce  he  adds  a^x^tviroTt  to  £xe(vov  ot  Pwjuiai9(  (of 
Bddra)^l>!oxit;i^i  T»  ^^ou    SeePagi,  tom.ii.  AJD.  5S6,  N*  11. 

'*  See  in  the  genuine  or  fu^ofed  works  of  John  Damafcenusf  twp 
palllagercfti  the  VSrj^in  jmd  St-Luke^  whleh  have  not  been  noticed  by 
Grrtfer,  nor  cohftqnendy'by  Beaufobre  (Opera  Joh.  Damafcen.  to]]Qi.1. 
p.  618.  63i.)« 

of 
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of  the  pi'imitiw  Cfairiftians.  The  Olympian  chap. 
Jove,  cneated  by  the  mufe  of  Homer,  and  the  .J^^'y 
fifaiffi^  of  Phidias,  might  inijpire  a  philofophic 
mind  with  momentary  devotion  ;  but  thefe  Ca- 
tholic images  were  faintly  and  flatly  delineated 
by  monkifh  artifts  in  the  laft  degeneracy  of  tafte 
and  genius  '\ 

The  worfliip  of  images  had  ftolen  into  the  Oppofition 
church  by  infenfible  degrees,  and  each  petty  ^IJ^^ 
ftep  was  pleafing  to  the  fuperftitious  mind,  as 
produ£Bve  of  comfort,  and  innocent  of  fin.    But 
in  the  beginning  of  the  eighth  century,  in  the 
full  magnitude  of  the  abufe,  the  more  timorous     " 
Greeks  were    awakened  by  an   s^prefaenfion, 
that  under  the  malk  of  Chriflianily,  they  had 
reftored  the  religion  o£  their  fathers:   they 
heard  with  grief  and  impatience,  the  ilame  of 
idolaters;   the  inoeflant  charge  of  the  Jews 
and  Mahometans  '\  who  derived  from  the  law 
and  the  Koran  an  immortd  hatred  to  graven 
images  and  all  relative  worihip.    The  iervitude 
of  the  Jews  faigbt  curb  their  zeal,  and  depre* 
ciate  their  authority ;  but  the  triumphant  Muflul- 
mans,  who  reigned  at  Damafeus,  and  threatened 
Canflantinople,  <3a(t  i«ito  the  fcale  of  reproach 
the  accumulated  weight  ^  truth  and  viftory. 
The  cities  of  Syria,  Paleftine,  and  Egypt,  had 

*^  ^  Your  (c^ndaloM  fibres  ftand  qak«  out  fron  tie  canvas:  tkcf 
^  are  as  bad  as  a  group  of  ftatues  !"  It  was  thus  that  the  ignorance 
and  bigotry  of  a  Greek  prieft  applauded  the  pi(Sbire8  of  Titian,  which 
be  had  order^  and  refuted  to  accept 

'^  By  CedrenuB,  ZenanM^  Glycas^  and  Manafibs,  die  origin  of  the 
IcoooclaiiU  is  imj^uted  to  <he  ci^ph  Yezid  and  tn^o  Jews,  who  proxmfed 
ike  empire  to  Lto ;  and.liie  reproaches  of  dieie  hoMt  feAaries  are 
(urntd  into  an  abfiutLcen^iracj  for  reAoraigibe  purity  of  the  Chzifiian 
worihip  (fee  Spanhdm,  Hift.Imag*  c  %.y     •.      ,     ■ 

been 
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CHAP,  been  fortified  with  the  images  of  Chrifl,  his 
^^^-*^    mother,  and  his  faints ;  and  each  city  prefiimed 
on  the  hope  or  promife  of  miraculous  defence. 
In  a  rapid  conquell  often  years,  the  Arabs  fub- 
dued  thofe  cities  and  thefe  images;   and,  in 
their  opinion,  the  Lord  of  Holls  pronounced  a 
decifive  judgment  between  the  adoration  and 
contempt  of  thefe  mute  and  inanimate  idols. 
For  a  while  Edefla  had  braved  the  Pei^an  af- 
fkults ;  but  the  chofen  city,  the  ipoufe  of  Chriil, 
was  involved  in  the  common  ruin  :  and  his  di- 
vine refemblance  became  the  flave  and  trophy 
of  the  infidels.     After  a  fervitude  of  three  hun- 
dred years,  the  Palladium  was  yielded  to  the  de- 
votion of  Conflantinople,  for  a  ranfom  of  twelve 
thoufand  pounds  of  filver,  the  redemption  of 
two  hundred  Muflulmans,  and  a  perpetual  truce 
for  the  territory  of  EdefiTa  '*.    In  this  feafon  of 
diftrefs  and  difmay,  the  eloquence  of  the  monks 
was  exercifed  in  the  defence  of  images;  and  they 
attempted  to  prove,  that  the  fin  and  fchifm  of  the 
greateil  part  of  the  Orientals  had  forfeited  the 
favour,  and  annihilated  the  virtue,  of  thefe  pre- 
cious fymbols.    But  they  were  now  oppofed  by 
the  murmurs  of  many  fimple  or  rational  Chrifl 
tians,  who  appealed  to, the  evidence  of  texts,  of 
fa6ls,  and  of  the  primitive  times,  and  fecretly 
defired  the  reformation  of  the  church.    As  the 
worfhip  of  images  had  never  been  eftabliflied  by 

'*  See  Elmacin  (Hiil.  Saracen,  p.  %6y.y,  Abulpharagiiu  (Dynaft. 
p,  aoi.>  and  Abulfieda  (AnnaU  Moflem  p.  a64«)  and  the  Criticifins  of 
Pagi  (torn.  liL  A.  D.  944>  The  prudent  Franciican  refufes  to  de- 
termine whether  the  image  of  Edeflk  now  repofes  at  Rome  or  Genoa; 
|>ut  itf  repofe  is  inglorious,  and  thii  ancient  obje<Sl  of  woiihip  if  no 
lower  famous  or  fiifliffliwbTft 

any 
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any  general  or  pofitive  law,  its  progrefs  in  the  CHAP. 
E^ern  empirehad  been  retarded, or  accelerated,  ^^^^^^^ 
by  the  differences  of  men  and  manners,  the 
local  degrees  of  refinement,  and  the  perfonal 
charadters  of  the  bifhops.  The  Iplendid  devo- 
tion was  fondly  cherilhed  by  the  levity  of  the 
capital,  and  the  inventive  genius  of  the  Byzan- 
tine clergy,  while  the  rude  and  remote  diftridls 
of  Afia  were  ftrangers  to  this  innovation  of  facred 
luxury.  Many  krge  congregations  of  Gnoftics 
and  Arians  maintained,  after  their  converfion,the 
fimple  worfliip  which  had  preceded  their  fepara- 
tion ;  and  the  Armenians,  the  moft  warlike  fub- 
jefils  df  Rome,  were  not  reconciled,  in  the 
twelfth  century,  to  the  fight  of  images  '^  Thefe 
various  denominations  of  men  afforded  a  fund  of 
prejudice  and  averfion,  of  fmall  account  in  the 
villages  of  Anatolia  or  Thrace,  but  which,  in 
the  fortune  of  a  foldier,  a  prelate,  or  an  eunuch, 
might  be  often  connected  with  the  powers  of  the 
church  and  ftate. 

Of  fuch  adventurers,  the  mofl;  fortunate  was  Lwthe 
the  Emperor  Leo  the  Third  ^%  who,  from  the  ^^^ 

moun-  ceflbrs, 
A.D. 

'^  ApfAififnqKOti  AXa/uLAMt;  Kfurm  n  oiyhw  nw9Uf  ^^oo^wvncn^  etarrryopfvrUi   716'— >840* 
(Nicetas)  1.  ii.  p.  358.).  The  Armenian  churches  are  ftill  content  with 
the  croft  (Miffions  du  Levant,  torn.  iii«  p.  148.) :  but  furely  tfa^  fuper- 
ftitious  Greek  is  unjult  to  the  fuperftition  of  the  Gennans  of  the  xiith 
century. 

''^  pur  original*  but  not  impardali  monuments  of  the  Iconoclafts  mufi 
be  drawn  from  the  AAs  of  the  Councils*  tom.viii.  and  ix.Colle<flXabb^» 
edit.  Venet.  and  the  hiftorical  writings  of  Theophanes*  Nicephorus*  ' 
Manai^  Cedrenus*  Zonaras,  &c.  Of  the  modem  Catholics*  Barbnius* 
Pagi*  Natalis  Alexander  (Hift.Ecclef.  Seculum  viii.  s^nd  ix.)  and  Maiinp 
bourg  (Hift.  des  Iconodaftes)*  have  treated  the  fubjedl  with  learning* 
psMoUf  and  credulity.  The  protefiant  labours  of  Frederic  Spanheim 
(Hiiloria  Imaginarum  Reftituta)  and  James  Baihage  (Hift.  des  Eglifes 
,tpm,]L  LxxiiL  p*i339— xjSj.)  ar^  caft  into  the  Iconodall 
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€  BAf.  mountains  of  Ifauria,  afcended  the  throne  of 
^^^'  ^  the  Eaft.  He  was  ignorant  of  facred  and  pro- 
fane letters  ;  but  his  education,  his  reafon,  per- 
haps his  intercouiie  with  the  Jews  and  Arabs^ 
had  infpired  the  martial  peafant  with  an  hatred 
of  images ;  and  it  was  held  to  be  the  duty  of  a 
prince  to  impofe  on  his  fubje£ls  the  dictates  of 
his  own  confcience.  But  in  the  outfet  of  an  un- 
fettled  reign,  during  ten  years  of  toil  and  dan- 
ger, Leo  fubmitted  to  the  meannefs  of  hypocrify, 
bowed  before  the  idols  which  he  deQ)ifed,  find 
latisfiedthe  Roman  pontiff  with  the  annual  pro^ 
feffions  of  his  orthodoxy  and  zeal.  In  the  re- 
formation of  religion,  his  firft  fteps  were  mode- 
rate and  cautious  :  he  aflembled  a  great  councii 
of  fenators  and  bifliops,  and  enia£ted,  with  their 
conient,  that  all  the  images  ihould  be  removed 
from  the  fan^tuary  and  altar  to  a  proper  height 
in  the  churches,  where  they  might  be  vifiWe  to 
the  eyes,  and  inacceffible  to  the  fuperftition  of 
the  people.  But  it  was  impoffible  on  either  fide 
to  check  the  rapid  though  adverfe  impulfe 
of  veneration  and  abhorrence :  in  their  Jofty 
pofition,  the  facred  images  ftill  edified  their  vo- 
taries,  and  reproached  the  tyrant.  He  was 
himfelf  provoked  by  refiftance  and  invefilive; 
and  his  own  party  accufed  him  of  an  imperfe^ 
difcharge  of  his  duty,  and  urged  for  his  imita- 
tion the  example  of  the  Jewifli  king,  who  had 
broken  without  fcruple  the  brazen  ferpent  of  the 
temple.      By  a  fecond  edi^,  he  profcribed  the 

icale.     With  this  mytual  iud,  and  oppofite  tendencyi  it  Is  Jtsfy  for  ff# 
to  poife  the  balance  with  philofophic  indiflercQcew 

'  exiAeace 
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exiftenceas  well  as  the  uiib  of  religious  piduret;  e  H  A  P« 

Ae  churche&  of  Conftantinople  and  the  provinces    xlix< 

were  cleanfed  from  idolatry;  the  images  of  Chrift, 

the  Virgin,  and  the  Saints,  were  demoliflied,  or  a  - 

finooth  fiir&ce  of  plailer  was  fpread  over  the  walls 

of  Ae  edifice.    The  fe6b  of  the  Iconoclafts  wa» 

liipported  by  the  zeal  and  defpotifm  of  fix  em- 

perors^  and  the  Eafl^  and  Wefl;  were  involved  in  a 

noify  conflid;  of  an  hundred  and  tweiity  years.  It 

was  the  defign  of  Leo  the  Ifaurian  to  prmounce 

the  condemnation  of  images,  as  ail  article  of 

fiuth,  and  by  the  auUiority  of  a  general  council : 

but  the  convocation  of  fiich  an  aflembly  waa 

referved  for  hisfon  Conftanttne'';  and  though 

ft  is  fiigmatifed  by  triumphant  bigotry  as  a  meet* 

ing  of  fools  and  Atheifts,  their  own  partial  and 

mutilated  afis  betray  many  fymptoms  of  reafon 

and  piety.    The  dd>ate8  and  decrees  of  many  Thdr 

provincial  fynods  introduced  thefummons  of  the  ^^^^ 

geneal  council  which  met  in  the  fiiburbs  of  tinopi^, 

Confiiantinople^  and  was  compofed  of  the  ref-  ^^^is^ 

pedbablie  number  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-^ 

eight  bifliops  of  Europe  and  Anatolia ;  for  the 

patriarchs  o£  Anttoch  and  Alexandria  were  the 

flaves  of  tihe  caliph,  and  the  Roman  pontifi*  had  ^ 

withckawn  thd  churches  of  Italy  and  the  Weft 

from  the  communion  €£  the  Greeks.      This 

^  Sottie  flow?H  of  rhetpfit  aii  Svw^  irmfaiifM»  ttau  oOcoy,  and  the 
bifliopf  rmf  iAwr9uo^fonu  By  Danufcenus  it  i$  ftyled  axv^  xcu  a^wrtx; 
(Opcsa^  torn.  i.  p.  61.3.)  Spanheim's  Apology  for  the  Synod  of  Con- 
ftuitinqpfe  (p^  i^iy  ^R.)  18  worked  up  With  trnth  and  mgennky»  from 
fuch  m^XerQ.%  as  he  could  find  in  the  Nicene  A^  (p.  104^9  &c.).  Th& 
witty  John  of  Daniafcus  converts  ^cn-ioxort^;  into  iviquxnuu  makes  them 
mg»Mi^ktif  tttsm  of  their  betty»  &c  Opeiai»  tMu  L  p.  306. 

Byzantine 
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CHAP.  Byzantine  fynod  aflumed  the  rank  and  powers 
,^]^*^  ofthe  feventh  general  council ;  yet  even  this 
title  was  a  recognition  ofthe  iBx  preceding  aflera* 
blies,  which  had  laborioufly  built  the  flru6lure  of 
the  Catholic  faith.  After  a  ferious  deliberatioa 
of  fix  months,  the  three  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
bifliops  pronounced  and  fubfcribed  an  unanimous 
decree,  that  all  vifible  fymbols  of  Chrift,  except 
in  the  eucharift,  were  either  blaiphemous  ot 
heretical ;  that  image  worfliip  was  a  corruption 
of  Chriftianity  and  a  renewal  of  Paganifm  ;  that 
all  fuch  monuments  of  idolatry  fliould  be  broken 
or  erafed  ;  and  that  thofe  who  ihould  refufe  '•  to 
deliver  the  objed;s  of  their  private  fuperftition^ 
were  guilty  of  difobedience  to  the  authority  of 
the  church  and  of  the  Eihperor«  In  their  load 
and  loyal  acclamations,  they  celebrated  the  merits 
of  their  temporal  redeemer ;  and  to  his  zeal  and 
juftice  they  entrufted  the  execution  of  their  fpi- 
ritual  cenfures.  At  Conftantinople,  as  in  the  for- 
mer councils,  th6  will  of  the  prince  was  the  rule 
of  epifcopal  faith ;  but  on  this  occafion,  I  am  in- 
olined  to  fufpe6t  that  a  large  majority  of  the  pre- 
lates facrificed  their  fecret  confcience  to  the 
Their  temptations  of  hope  and  fear.  In  the  long  night 
*"^  of  fuperftition,  the  Chriftians  had  wandered  far 
away  from  the  fimplicity  of  the  golpel :  nor  was 
it  eeify  for  them  to  difcern  the  clue,  and  tread 
back  the  mazes,  of  the  labyrinth.  The  worfliip 
of  images  was  infeparably  blended,  at  lead  to  a 
pious  fancy,  with  the  Crofs,  the  Virgin,  the 
Saints  and  their  relics :  the  holy  ground  was*  in- 
volved  in  a  cloud  of  miracles  and  vifioqs ;  and 
4  the 
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the  nerves  of  the  mind,  curiofity  and  fcepticifm,  chap. 
were  benumbed  by  the  habits  of  obedience  and  ^^^ 
belief.  Conftantine  himfelf  is  accufed  of  indulg- 
ing a  royal  licence  to  doubt,  or  deny,  or  deride 
the  myfteries  of  the  Catholics*^,  but  they  were 
deeply  infcribed  in  the  public  and  private  creed 
of  his  bifliops ;  and  the  boldeft  Iconoclali  might 
afiault  with  a  fecret  horror  the  monuments  of 
popular  devotion,  which  were  confecrated  to  the 
honour  of  his  celeiiial  patrons.  In  the  refor^ 
mation  of  the  fixteenth  century,  freedom  and 
knowledge  had  expended  all  the  faculties  of 
man :  the  thirft  of  innovation  fuperfeded  the 
reverence  of  antiquity;  and  the  vigour  of  Europe 
could  difdain  thofe  phantoms  which  terrified  the 
fickly  and  fervile  weaknefs  of  the  Greeks. 

The  fcandal  of  an  abftra£l  hereiy  can  be  only  Their  per* 
proclaimed  to  the  people  by  the  Waft  of  the  ec-  ^^^^^  of 
clefiaftical  trumpet :  but  the  moft  ignorant  can  andm!^ 
perceive,  the  moft  torpid  muft  feel,  the  profana-     A*  ^^* 
tion  and  downfal  of  their  vilible  deities.    The  ^*^^^^^* 
firft  hoftilities  of  Leo  were  directed  againft  a  lofty 
Chrift  on  the  veflibule,  and  above  the  gate,  of 
the  palace.     A  ladder  had  been  planted  for  the 
aflault,  but  it  was  furioufly  fhaken  by  a  crowd  of 
zealots  and  women:  they  beheld,  with  pious  tranf- 
port,  the  minifters  of  facrilege  tumbling  from  on 
high,  and  daflied  againft  the  pavement ;  and  the 
honours  of  the  ancient  martyrs  were  proftituted  to 

^  He  is  accufed  of  profcribing  the  title  of  faint ;  fiyling  the  V)i^» 
mother  ofChrifi  ;  comparing  her  after  her  deCvery  to  an  empty  .pude 
of  Arianifm/  Neftorianifjpa,  &c.  In  his  defencei  Spanheim  (c.  iv, 
p.  ao7«)  is  fomewhat  emharrafl^d  between  the  intereft  of  a  Fk^tefiant 
and  the  duty  of  an  orthodox  divine, 

thefe     ^ 
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CHAP,  thefe  crinainals,  who  juftlyfuffeJ-ed  foF  tnurdet 
XLix^  ^^  rebellion^'.  The  execution  of  the  IinpemF 
edi^  was  Feftfted  by  frequent  tumults  in  ConftaB- 
tinople  and  the  provinces :  the  perfon  of  Leo  was 
endangered,  his  officers  were  maflafcred,  and  the 
popular  enthufiafm  was  queMed  by  the  ftrongeft 
efforts  of  the  civil  and=  military  pdwer.  Of  the 
Archipelago,  or  Hofy  Sea,  the  niii»ereuj  iSanefs- 
were  filled  with  images  and  monks :  f  heir^  votaries 
abjured,  without-  fcruple,  the  eAemy  of  Chrift, 
his  mother,  and  the  faints :  they  armed  a  fleet  of 
boats  and  gallies,  dilplayed  their  confecrated  ban^ 
ners,  and  boldly  fteered  for  the  harbour  of  Con- 
ftantinople,to  place  on  the  throne  a  new  favourite 
of  Go'd  and  the^eople.  They  depended  on  the' 
fuccour  of  a  miracle ;  but  their  miracles  were 
inefficient  againft  the  Greek  Jhre ;  and,  after  the 
defeat  and  conflagration  of  thetr  fleet,  the  naked 
iflands  were  abandoned  to  the  clemency  or  juftice 
of  the  conqueror.  The  fon  of  Leo,  in  the  firft 
year  of  his^  reign,  had  undertaken  an  expetfition 
againfl:  theSaracens :  during  his  abfence,  the  ca- 
pital,  the  palace,  and  the  purple,  were  occupiedf 
by  his  kinfinan  ArtavafBes,  the  ambitious  cham- 
pion of  the  orthodox  faith.  The  wbrfliip  of 
images  was  triumphantly  refftored :  the  patriarch 
renounced  his  diffimulation,or  diflembledhisfen- 
timents ;  and  the  righteous  daito  of  the  ufurpef 
was  acknowledged,  both  in  the  new,  and  in  an- 

^  The  holy  cqnfeflor  Theophanet  approves  the  pdociple  of  dxeir 
rebemoti}  Oim  xi«»|iAE>oi  -^i^^Cp*  339*}*  >  Gregory  Ui  (in  Bpiftk  L  ad 
Imp.  Leon.  ConciL  torn.  viiL  p.  66i.  664>).»ppUiKbLtli«  ml  of  the 
Byzantine  women  who  killed  die  ImiM^.^kfilV* 

12  cienty 
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x3etit,'R6me.    Cbttftaritfe'e  fleW  for  refill  to  Ws  c  fe  A  K 

paft^rnal  mouhtaiidls ;  T>iit  he  defcended  at  Ifbe  head  Z^?;. 

bf  l£e  bold  'abd  "affefifcidnate  I&uriaiis;  and  his 

"^Aal  *vi6lory  confotindrf  the  arms  ind  J)redic- 

tions  of  the  fanatics.     His  long  reign  Was  dif- 

tfaJSfced  with  clatxioar^  fedition,  confpiracy,  anid 

-Vhutual  hatred,  and  fabgnitiary  revenge:    Hbte 

*  ^perfecbti6r(  bfiniiBtges  Was  the  motive  or  prietende 

^fhis'alivferflifies;  and,  ifthey  miffed  a  temporal 

alaferem,  ihtfy  were  reWarded  by  the  Greeks  with 

tfie'trtiwn  of  rri^rtyhiotti.    In  6verj  aft  of  open 

and  dabdkline  tifejalbn,  the  Emperor  felt  the  - 

bnfbrgivin^  enmity  bf  the  monks,  the' feithful 

Haves  of  the  fuperflition  to  which  they  owed 

their  riclhes  abd  influence.    They  prtiyed,  fh*y 

|ireafchyd,  thSy  ablblted,  ,thdy  inflamed,  Ihey 

confjpSred ;  the  'Mtude  of  Pitleltine^uf ed  forth 

a  torrent  '6f  inveftive ;  and  Ihie  pen  of  St.'  Jtihn 

I>iirikfcehusS  the  laft  of  the  Greek  fkthfers  de- 

vdted  the  tyrant's  head,  both  in  this  ^world  iand 

"Ihe  next*'.    I'iim  not  ^at  leilUye  to'  examine  hdw 

^.Jolinyor.Maiifery  was  a  noble  piriftian  of  painafcust'iiHio  held  a 
conliderable  oiifice'in  the  fenrlce  of  the  caliph.  His  zeal  in  the  caufe 
of^  iitisiges  i^po^edhlm  to  the  H^gftntkbent  aihd  tkn^ety  of  the  Greek 
empefor ;  s^  on  fhe  fuTpicion  of  a  trea{bnable,correfpondence9  he  was 
deprived  of  liis  right  handy  wliich  was  imnUfuldufly  rei^ored  Isy  the 
Virgin.  Affcer  this  detiverabce,  he  refigtied'his  ofice^  ^iftnbuted'liis 
wealthy  and  buried  himfelf  in  the  monafiery  of  St.  Sabasy  between  Je- 
rnialem  and  the  Dead  Sea.  The  legend  is  famous ;  but  his  learned 
'  e^fetor,  fether  Lequien,'W  tiriluckH/ proved  ffiat  St-fJohn'  ;Damaf- 
xen^as^^  already  a  ihofakWore  Aelcondclaft  dift^e  (Opei^  torn.  i. 
Vit'St.  J6ani  l>kmaiben.'  pi  lo^is*  ^  Notas"  idf  foe). 

^  After  fending  Leo  to  the  iieVily  helntrbdiicetfW  lieir-^o  jJiid^ 

'  avnt  ytfttifAOt  xcu  mi  KOucMi  avm  TiknfWQfMi  nr  '^i^Xof  y^yLttog  (Opera 

'Damafcen.  torn.  j.  p.  045;).    If  the  autbentidtv  of  this  piece,  be  fuf- 

^  piciousy '  we^are  'ftbe  that  in  dther'  \1rt1As9  no  longer  extnxty  Damaf- 

ei^us'heftdwlhi'bn  Coiiltidltitie  ebe"  tiiie^  of  *  vim  M4^/IiOrXfis«o/iA»;^oy, 

^uawytm  (torn.  L  p.  $o6*y 

VOL.  IX.  K  far 
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CHAP,  far  the  monks  provoked^  nor  how  much  they 
XLix.    have  exaggerated  their  real  and  pretended  fuf- 
ferings,  nor  how  many  loft  their  lives  or  limbs, 
their  eyes  or  their  beards,  by  the  cruelty  of  the 
Emperor.    From  the  chaftifement  of  individuals, 
he  proceeded  to  the  abolition  of  the  order ;  and, 
as  it  was  wealthy  and  ufelefs,  his  refentment 
might  be  ftimulated  by  avarice  and  juftified  by 
patriotifm.    The  formidable  name  and  miffion 
of  the  Drag(m^\  his  vifitor-general  excited  the 
terror  and  abhorrence  of  the  black  pation:  the 
religious  communities  were  diflblved,  the  build- 
ings were  converted  into  magazines,  or  barracks; 
the  lands,  moveables,  and  cattle,  were  confif- 
cated;  and  our  modern  precedents  will  fupport 
the  charge,  that  much  wanton  or  malicious 
havoc  was  exercifed  againft  the  relics,  and  even 
the  books  of  the  monafteries.    With  the  habit 
and  profeffion  of  monks,  the  public  and  private 
worihip  of  images  was  rigoroufly  profcribed ; 
and  it  fhould  feem,  that;  a  folemn  abjuration  of 
idolatry  was  exa6led  from  the  fubje6ls,  or  at 
leaft  from  the  clergy,  of  the  Eaftern  empire*^ 
State  of         The  patient  Eaft  abjured,  with  reluctance,  her 
*  ^'        facred  images ;  they  were  fondly  cherifhed,  and 
vigoroufly  defended,  by  the  independent  zeal  of 

^  In  the  nairative  of  tliis  perfecuilonfrom  Theophanes  and  Cedre* 
nusy  Spanheim  (p.  235— -238O  is  happy  to  compare  the  Draco  of 
Leo  with  the  dragoons  (Dracona)  of  Louis  XIV. ;  and  highly  fo- 
laces  himlelf  with  this  controverfial  pun. 

*•  Ufoy^lifM  yo^  i^neiit-^t  xwt»  veta-af  t^ec^x^^  •""  ^  ^^ 
X*^  ftVT&y  Ttancti  woy^^ou  km  o^wvou  tu  aQtrna^u  mv  sr^ooTU/ynnv 
rw  <mnw  uxmw  (Danuicen.  Op.  torn.  i.  p.  625.).  This  oath  and 
fubfcrij^tion  I  do  not  remember  to  have  feen  In  any  modem  com- 
pilation. 

the 
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the  Italians,  In  ecclefiaftical  rank  and  jurifdic*  chap. 
tion,  the  patriarch  of  Conftantinople,  and  the  ^°^^*  * 
pope  of  Rome  were  nearly  equal.  But  theGreek 
prelate  was  a  domeftic  flave  under  the  eye  of  his 
.  mailer,  at  whofe  nod  he  alternately  paffed  from 
the  convent  to  the  throne,  and  from  the  throne 
to  the  convent.  A  diftant  and  dangerous  ftation, 
amidft  the  Barbarians  of  the  Weft,  excited  the 
fpirit  and  freedom  of  the  Latin  bifhops.  Their 
popular  ele6lion  endeared  them  to  the  Romans : 
the  public  and  private  indigence  was  relieved  by 
their  ample  revenue;  and  the  weaknefs  or  negl^(9: 
of  the  emperors  compelled  them  to  confult,  both 
in  peace  and  war,  the  temporal  fafety  of  the  city. 
In  the  fchool  of  adverfity  the  prieft  infenfibly  im- 
bibed the  virtues  and  the  ambition  of  a  prince  ; 
the  fame  chara6ler  was  affumed,  the  fame  policy 
was  adopted  by  the  Italian,  the  Greek,  or  the 
Syrian,  who  afcended  the  chair  of  St.  Peter;  and, 
after  the  lofs  of  her  legions  and  provinces,  the 
genius  and  fortune  of  the  popes  again  reftored  the 
fupremacy  of  Rome.  It  is  agreed,  that  in  the 
eighth  century,  their  dominion  was  founded  on  re- 
bellion, and  that  the  rebellion  was  produced,and 
juftified,  by  the  herefy  of  the  Iconoclafts ;  but 
the  conduS:  of  the  fecond  and  third  Gregory,  in 
this  memorable  conteft,is  variouflyinterpreted  by 
the  wilhes  of  their  friends  and  enemies.  The  By^. 
^antine  writers  unanimoufly  declare,  that,  after  a 
fruitlefs  admonition,  they  pronounced  the  fepa- 
ration  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft,  and  deprived  the 
iacrilegious  tyrant  of  the  revenue  and  fovereignty 
K  2  of 
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CHAP,  pf,  Italy.  Their  excoDfimunication  is  ftill  morp 
^  jO^  jclearly  exprefled  by.  the  Greeks,  who  beheld  the 
accoxnplifhment  of  the  papal  triumphs  ;  and  as 
jthey  are  more  llrongly  attached  to  their  religion 
Jthan  ,to  their  country,  they  praife,  inftead  of 
blaming,  the  zeal  and  orthodoxy  ofthefe  apofto- 
l^cal  men'^  The  modern  champions  of  Rome 
are  eager  to  accept  the  praife  and  the  precedent; 
.this  great  and  glorious  example  pf  the  depofition 
pf  royal  heretics  is  celebrated  by  the  cardinals 
Baronius  and  Bellarmine^^;  and  if  they  are  afked 
why  the  fame  thunders  were  not  hurled  againfl 
the  Neroes  and  Julians  of  antiquity  ?  they  repl^, 
that  the  weaknefs  of  the  primitive  church  was  the 
fole  caufe  of  her  patient  loyalty  *^  On  this  oc- 
ca(ion,the  effe6ls  of  lov^  and  hatred  are  the  lame; 
and  the  zealoqs  proteilants  who  feek  to  kindle  the 
indignation,  and  to  alarm  the  fears,  of  princes 

^  Kai  Tw  Vuixm  trov  voKm  IraXia  tni  Pot-viXnot^  omtu  pjt  wirorrKTij  (ays 
T]ieophane8(Oironograph.  p.  343-)>  1  For  this  Gregory  is  ftyled  by 
Cedrenus  avn^  etiroroXMo^  (p*  450.).  Zonaras  fpecifies  the.thiuid^ 
avsc6n/i.scT»  avvo^iKu  (torn.  ii.  1*  xv*  p.  1049  105.)^  It  may  be  joblerved* 
that  the  Greeks  are  apt  to  confound  the  times  and  actions  of  two 
Gregories.  >•■,'... 

*^  See  Baronius»  Annal.  £ccles.A«  D.  7309  N''4,5.:  dignum  exem- 

plum  (     Bellarmin,  de  Romano  PontiAceyLT.  c.  8. :'  mid<5lavit  eum 

■  parte  imperii.     Sigoiiius>    de  Regn9- ItgUice^  ;l.iib     Oper%..  tcfn.fi. 

p.  169.     Yet  fuch  is  the  change  of  Italy,  that  Sigonius  is  corre<5)^by 

'^^ the  editor  of  Milan,  Philippns  Argelatus,  a  Bolognefe  and  fubje^of 

the  pfip^  '"  I  ' .  •  «  ':• .   I  >    -       .  .V  *    t , 

'  ^  Quod  fi  Chriiliani  olim  non  depofu^runt  Neronem  aut  Juljanumy 

Id  fuit  quia  deerant  vires  temporales  Chriilianis  (honfeft  Betlarminey  de 

Rom.  Pont.  I.  v.  e«  i;.).'    Cardinal  Perron .  adds .  a. ,  diffiialtlo^  flmv 

honourable  to  the  firfl  ChriiUansf  btit  not  more  fatisfai^ory  to  modern 

princes — ^the  treafon  of  heretics  and  apollatesy  who  brea^  their  oath, 

'  Dclie  their  coinr  and  renouncs  their  allegiance  to  Chrift  and  his  vicar 

(Perroniana,  p«  89.). 

apd 
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and  magiflrates,  expatiate  on  the  infi>lence  and  chap. 
tr^afoh'  oF^tlre  two'  CJ?^gones  a^arnft  their  lawful  J^^ 
Ibverejgfi^^*''  They  are  defended  onFy  by  th6* 
moderate  Catholics,  for  the  iriofl  part,  of  thfe 
Cfallica;h  churcrh  ^i  who  refpe6l  the '  faint,  with- 
out  approving^  the  llii.     Thefe  common  advo- 
cates of  the 'crown  and  the  nittr^  clrcumfcfibe 
tTii^  truth  bf  fa6ls  by^the  tule  of  equity,' fcrip"- 
ture,'and  tradition  j  and  appeal  to  the  eVidetitefe 
6f  the' Lkihs'^%  arid  the  fiv^s^*  and  epiftles  of 
tlie  popes  th'emfelves.  '         "        - '  ■-'       ' 

•:!;■  '^'5^-.>    ij    '     '  ,, 

^  Takey  as  a  ipecimen,  the  cautious  Bafhage  (Hift.  de  I'Eglifey 
p«  t^S^^t^S^)  ^^nd  thQ  tdieibent  Spaiiheim'(>Hi^  Inlaginuixi)^  who» 
witii  an  hundred  more^  tread  in  the  footfieps  of  the  centuriatora  of 
Magdeburgh'.  "  '^-      '    '  ^»   ..       .  ,  ..     .  ' 

'  '^  See  Launoy  (Ojsera,  torn,  v,  parsiL  epift.  vii.  7.  p.  456«-474.)^ 
Nitalb  uAtaander  (tiilt  Nim  Teil»iiKnti>  .fecbl.  ^viii.  dl/reit*  i.  ^.  9a 
-r-96.]b  Pagi  (Critka,  tom.iu.  p.ai5-^ai6.)r  and  Giannone  CIftori» 
Civile  dT  'Napoli, '  torn.  i. '  p.  ^  1 7 — 3  ao.)i  a  difcipRr  -iif  the.  GaUican 
fiiidoL  In/ the  field  t£  contrOTerfy  I  always  picyt&e  moderaceTparty^ 
ndio  fiand  on  the  open  middle  ground  expofed  to  the  fire  of  both' 
fides.  •  .    ^  ,       ,.....' 

^'  They  appealed  to  Paul  Warnefnd,  or  Diaconus  (de  Geftis  Lan- 
gobaiid*  L  yi.^ m  49.  p.  ^o6>  507^  •  in  <$ciipt.  Ital.  Muratoiiy .  t09i«  i* 
parsi.)^  andthejAominal  Anafialius (de  Vit.  Porit.  in  MuratoQi  torn,  iii, 
pars  r.  Gregorius  II.  p.  154.  Gregorlite  HI.  p.  I58.  Zacharias^. 
p.'  t6i.  MphoHus  'in.'  p4  j6s*  f^ddlU)  p.  171.  Stepi»amis/IV< 
^  1 74«  Hadrianiisy  p.'  J  7  9*  Leo  III.  'p.  1 95 .).  Yet  I  nuy  remark, 
that  the  true  Anaitafiua  (Hifl.  Ecclef.  p.  134.  edit*  Reg.)  and  the 
Hiitoria'Miieelfa  (4.xxi»  p.  151.  in  tom.i.  Script%ItaU)».faoth  of  liie- 
ixdKcentikyyrtnanllale  and  approve  thetjireek  text  of  Thec^hanes.  ' 

*^  **  With  fome '  minute  differencey  the  mod  learned  critics,  Lucas- 
Holilenius,  Scheleibrate,  Ciamoini,  BianchinI,  Mufatori  (Pfolegomenst 
kltom.'iii.  p^  ii)^*  are  agpeed  that  'the  Xiber>IVmtifiraHji  tns  cceif 
pofed  and  continued  by  the  apoflolical  librarians  and  notaries  of  the 
mth  and  ixth  centuries  i  and  that  the  lai^  and  imalleft  part  ,is  the 
worit  of  Anafbfius,  whofe  nan^e  it  bears.'  The  flyle^is  barbarous, 
the  narrative  partial^  the  details  are  trifling — yet  it  muft  be  read  4s  i  . 
^rious  and  authentic  record  of  the  times,  *  The  epiiU^s  of  the  pope^ 
arc  difpetfed  in- the  volumes  of  Councils. 

K3  'Twi^ 
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CHAP.      Two  original  epiftles^  from  Gregory  the  Se- 
^ J^^^  cond  to  the  Emperor  Leo,  are  ftiU  extant"; 
Epifties  of  and  if  they  cannot  be  praifed  as  the  moil  per- 
Gregoiy     f^Q.  models  of  eloquence  and  logic,  they  exhibit 
Emperor,    the  portrait,  or  at  leaft  the  malk,  of  the  founder 
A.D.7a7.  of  the  papal  monarchy.     "  During  ten  pure  and 
*"^  fortunate  years,**  fays  Gregoiy  to  the  Em- 
peror, "  we  have  tailed  the  annual  comfort  of 
*'  your  royal  letters^  fubfcribed  in  purple  ink, 
**  with  your  own  hand,  the  facred  pledges  of 
"  your  attachment  to  the  orthodox  creed  of  our 
^^  fathers.     How  deplorable  is  the  change!  bow 
*'  tremendous  the  fcandal!   You  now   accufe 
"  the  Catholics  of  idolatry ;  and,  by  the  accufa- 
"  tion,  you  betray  your  own  impiety  and  ignor- 
**  ance.     To  this  ignorance  we  are  compelled  to 
**  adapt  the  groffnefs  of  our  ftyle  and  arguments : 
**  the  firft  elements  of  holy  letters  are  fufficient 
for  your  confufion  ;  and  were  you  to  enter  a 
grammar-fchool,  and  avow  yourfelf  the  enemy 
"  of  our  worftiip,  the  fimple  and  pious  children 
^*  would  be  provoked  to  call  their  horn-books  at 
*«  your  head/'     After  this  decent  falutation,  the 
pope  attempts  the  ufual  di(lin6Hon  between  the 
idols  of  antiquity  and  the  Chriftian  images.  The 
former  were  the  fanciful  reprefentations  of  phan* 
toms  or  daemons,  at  a  time  when  the  true  God 
had  not  manifefted  his  perfon  in  any  vifible 

^^  The  two  epiiUes  of  Gregory  II.  have  been  preferved  m  the  Adb 
of  the  Nicene  Council  (torn.  viii.  p.  651 — 674.)'  They  are  without 
a  date,  which  is  variouily  fixedy  by  Baronius  in  the  year  7269  by 
Muratori  (Annali  d'ltalia,  torn.  vi.  p.  lao.)  in  7299  and  by  Pagi  in 
730.  Such  is  the  force  of  prejudice,  that  feme  papifts  have  praifed 
the  good  fenfe  and  moderation  of  thefe  letters. 

16  likenefs. 


« 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE/  135 

likenefs.  The  latter  are  the  genuine  forms  of  c  H  A  p. 
Chrift,  his  mother,  and  his  faints,  who  had  ap-  ^^x, 
proved,  by  a  crowd  of  miracles,  the  innocence 
and  merit  of  this  relative  worfhip.  He  mud 
indeed  have  trufted  to  the  ignorance  of  Leo, 
fince  he  could  affert  the  perpetual  ufe  of  images, 
from  the  apoftolic  age,  and  their  venerable  pre- 
fence  in  the  fix  iynods  of  the  Catholic  church. 
A  more  Ipecious  argument  is  drawn  from  pre- 
fent  poffeffibn  and  recent  pra6lice;  the  harmony 
of  the  Chriftian  world  fuperfedes  the  demand  of 
a  general  council ;  and  Gregory  frankly  con- 
feffes,  that  fuch  aflemblies  dan  only  be  ufeful 
under  the  reign  of  an  orthodox  prince.  To  the 
impudent  and  inhuman  Leo,  more  guilty  than 
an  heretic,  he  recommends  peace,  filence,  and 
implicit  obedience  to  his  fpiritual  guides  of  Con- 
flantinople  and  Rome.  The  limits  of  civil  and 
ecclefiaflical  powers  are  defined  by  the  pontiff. 
To  the  former  he  appropriates  the  body;  to  the 
latter,  the  foul :  the  fword  of  juftice  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  magiftrate :  the  more  formidable 
weapon  of  excommunication  is  entrufted  to  the 
clergy;  and  in  the  exercife  of  their  divine  com- 
miffion,  a  zealous  fon  will  not  Ipare  his  offending 
father :.  the  fucceffor  of  St.  Peter  may  lawfully 
chaftife  the  kings  of  the  earth.  "  You  ailault 
"us,  .0  tyrant!  with  a  carnal  and  military  hand : 
«*  unarmed  and  naked,  we  can  only  implore  the 
«  Cbrifl,.  the  pyince  of  the  heavenly  hofl,  that 
*«  he  will  fend  unto  you  a  devil,  for  the  deftruc*>! 
"  tion  of  your  body  and  the  iaivation  oi*  your 
<«  foul.  You  declare,  with  fbolifh  arrogance,  I 
K  4  «  wia 
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CHAP.  ^^  will  diipatch  my  orders,  to  BtOpi^  :  I  wUl  f^r^9^ 

y^~'  ,  **  in  pieces  the  image  of  St.  Peter;  s^nd  Gregory, 

**  like  his  predeceflor  Martin,ihall  be  tranfportedt 

<^  in  chains  and  in  exile,  to  the  foot  of  the  Im- 

.    ^  ji  .       -, 

^^  perial  throne.  Would  to  God,  that  I  might 
^  be  permitted  to.  tread  in  the  footftep$(  of  U19. 
^  holy  Martin  j  but  may  the  fatQ  of  ConflaAis^ 
^^  ferve  as  a  warning  to  the  periSbcutors  o^  tlie^ 
^*  church.  After  his,  juft  condemnation,  by  t^^^ 
**  bifhppis  of  Sicily,  th.e  tX^ant  was  cut  off,  ip^ 
«*  the  fuluefs  9f  his  finsj»  by  1^  domefik  %Yabt : 
*<  the  faint  i^  flill  adored  by  the  natio^sof  Sjcythia^ 

V  aijorpng  lyhom  h($  epded  hi^  bapiflunent  and  hi^ 
*^  life^  J5ut  it  is  our  dutjr  to  live  for  the  ^difica- 
"  tion  and  fuppprt  of  the  faithiful  people ;  nor 
^f  are  we  r^uced  tp  yilj^  our  f^fety  on  the  evept 
**  of  ^  combat.    Incapably  ^§  you  ^re  of  de- 

V  feeding,  your  Roman  fubje^ls^  th^  miaritime 
"  fituation  of  thp  city  njay  pprh jypjs  expofe  it  to^ 
"  yoijr  depredation;  but  we  cai>  remov|5  to  th^ 
**  diilapce  of fourpan^-tw^nJy^ya?£;fia  ^\  tp  th(g  firit 
*^  fortrefs  of  the  Lppjibajrd^,  and  tb^— rypu 
*^  may  purfue  the  windjs^  Are  you  jgnofsp^t  th^jt 
*«  the  y ope^^  are  the  ^Q^d  qf  unjiop,  tl^^  ipejUatctf* 
"  of  peace,  i^etwpen  t^he,  11^  an^'^pft?  T^hfi 
««  eyes  pf  the  patians  are  fi^p4  ^^.  *i"i?  ^"F^!*^i 

'  0)mert.  iv.  de  Ducatu  Ben^ent^y  i^  the  Script.  Ital.  torn.  y.  p*  I7S» 
173.)  fqcciUy  reckons  tie  acxfyth  ftaduiy  not 'Ir^nf  Rome*  btArfiwT 

ue  Lon^bards.  I  ratfiq'  beli^  ^t  Gregorv,  with  the  peduitrj  ^ 
ib^^f'^a^ivfB  Jfadia  tfk  milesy  wkimur  mut^^iaaohy  &io'^ 

"  and 
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**  and  Ijhey  revere,  as  a  God  upon  earth,  the  c  H  A  p^ 
«  ajioftle.  5t<.  Peter,  whqfe  im^e'you  Ifhre^^^^      ^^I^ 
**  to  deltroy".    The  remote  and  interior  kiijg^^  — ^ — ^ 
"  doms  6^  the  V^eii  preterit  their  homage  to 
**  Chrift  and  his  vicegerent ;  and  we  now  pre- 
",  pare  to  vifit  one  of  their  moll  powerful  ino- 
^  narchs^  who  defires  to  receive  ifrom  our  harids 
*^  the  facrament  of  baptif^        The  Barbarians 
'^*  have^fubmittecl  to  the  yoke  Q^t^e  golpel,  while 

•.  you  alone  are  deaf  to  the  voice  of  the  lliepherd. 

^  Thefe  pious  Barpar^np  are  Ikindle^  into  rage : 
f  they  thirft  to  avenge  the  perfecution  01  the 
*^  Ea^.  Abandonyou^  ram  £^nd  fatal  ent^r J) vile  i 
«  reflet,  trembje^  and  repent,  j^f  j^oii  perfii|l, 
*5  we  are  innoce^nt  of  tlie  blood  that  wiU  be  ipilt 
**  in  the  conj;eft ;  rp^y  it  ^11  on  yoLir  own  h^ad^'' 

The  firfl  aiTault  of  Leo  againll  the  images  of  Revolt  of 


all  the  churches  pf  mly ;  ^nd  9  flJ^Wg  ^Ite^n^j^ve 
wW'  |)rojpqfed^'t^^  ^^§  Jlo^^^^^ 

^5,  Ato  Tirs  w«rr6§|;  Jvciw?  ra  Xtyofitvy  SiirreTtf  (p.  665.).  The  Pope 
appears^  tq  have  impofed  *6xl  the'  ightnatiee'of  tfie  Oreeks ;  he  livM 
and  died  in  die  Latemn';  and'iki  histiffie  all  th6'  km^doins  6f  tKe! 
Weft  hiui  embrace*  ■Chj^ffiaftitjr. "  Hftajr  iiot'  thife'  uiil^notim  Septeiits 
have  fome  reference  &  the^hief  of  th6  Saxbii  Heptdr^cfyy  to  Ii^  Kiii^ 
of'W«flex>i«^6  in  thd'potttfficate  of  Grtgbif  the  Seconds 'Vifited 
Rome  7or  the'  ptirrpdS;  ft«  of  1)apHfirir  but' 6f  j^flgflhiage  ip^^i 
A.D.  689,  N^  a.  A.D.7i5j  IJ"  15.7?'*'"*^  '^'"'   ''  ' '"    ^^^  ••  v-  e    . 

favcujx. 
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CHAP,  favour  as  the  price  of  his  compliance,  degrada- 
^^^^^  tion  and  exile  as  the  penalty  of  his  dilbbedience* 
Neither  zeal  nor  policy  allowed  him  to  hefitate  ; 
and  the  haughty  flrain  in  which  Gregory  ad- 
dreffed  the  Emperor,  di^lays  his  confidence  in 
the  truth  of  his  doftrine  or  the  powers  of  refifU: 
ance.  .Without  depending  on  prayers  or  mira- 
cles, he  boldly  armed  againfl  the  public  enemy„ 
and  his  pafloral  letters  admoniflied  the  Italians 
of  their  danger  and  their  duty  ".  At  this  fignal, 
Ravenna,  Venice,  and  the  cities  of  the  Exar-. 
chate  and  Pentapolis,  adhered  to  the  caufe  of 
religion ;  their  military  force  by  fea  and  land 
Confiiled,  for  the  mofl  part,  of  the  natives;  and 
the  fpirit  of  patriotifm  and  zeal  was  transfufed 
into  the  mercenary  flrangers.  The  Italians 
fwore  to  live  and  die  in  the  defence  of  the  pope 
and  the  holy  images;  the  Roman  people  was 
devoted  to  their  father,  and  even  the  Lombards 
were  ambitious  to  (hare  the  merit  and  advantage 
of  this  holy  war.  The  mofl  treafonable  a6l,  but 
the  mofl  obvious  revenge,  was  the  deflru6tion  of 
the.  flatues  of  Leo  himfelf:  the  mofl  effediual 
and  pleafing  meafure  of  rebellion,  was  the  with- 
holding the  tribute  of  Italy,  and  depriving  him 
of  a  power  which  he  had  recently  abufed  by  the 


^  I  Audi  tranfcribe  the  important  and  dedfive  pailage^  of  the  Liber 
Fontificalis.  Re&ipiens  ergo  plus  vir  profanam  princtpis  joffionem^ 
jam  contra  Imperatorem  qiu^  contra  bafiem  fe  annant»  renuens 
hxrefim  eju8»  fcribena  ubique  (e  cavere  Chriftianoay  eo  quod  orta 
fuiilety  impietas  talis.  Igitur  permoti  omnes  Pentapolenfes,  atque 
Venetiarum  exercitus  contra  JmperatiMris  jul&onem  refiiterunt ; .  di« 
centes  fe  nunquam  in  ejufdem  pontificis  ccmdefcendere  necemy  fedpro 
ejus  magb  defenfione  vuiliter  decertare  (p«  is  6.). 

impo* 
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impofition  of  a  new  capitation  ^^.  A  form  of  c  H  A  P, 
adminiftration  was  preferved  by  the  eledlion  of  ^^^^^* 
magiftrates  and  governors ;  and  fo  high  was  the 
public  indignation,  that  the  Italians  were  pre- 
pared to  create  an  orthodox  Emperor,  and  to 
condu6l  him  with  a  fleet  and  army  to  the  palace 
of  Conftantinople.  In  that  palace,  the  Roman 
bifliops,  the  fecond  and  third  Gregory,  were  con- 
demned as  the  authors  of  the  revolt,  and  every 
attempt  was  made,  either  by  fraud  or  force,  to 
ieize  their  perfons  and  to  ilrike  at  their  lives. 
The  city  was  repeatedly  vifited  or  aflaulted  by 
captains  of  the  guards,  and  dukes  and  exarchs 
of  high  dignity  or  fecret  truft;  they  landed 
with  foreign  troops,  they  obtained  fome  domeftic 
aid,  and  the  fuperftition  of  Naples  may  bluffi 
that  her  fathers  were  attached  to  the  caufe  of 
herefy.  But  thefe  clandeftine  or  open  attacks 
were  repelled  by  the  courage  and  vigilance  of 
the  Romans ;  the  Greeks  were  overthrown  and 
maflacred,  their  leaders  fuffered  an  ignominious 
death,  and  the  popes,  however  inclined  to  mercy, 
refufed  to  intercede  for  thefe  guilty  victims.  At 
Ravenna  ^%  the  feveral  quarters  of  the  city  had 

^  A  cen/ujf  or  capitation>  %s  AnaiUfius  (p.  156.);  a'moft  cnid 
tax  unknown  to. the  Saracens  themfelvesy  exclaims  the  zealous  Maim* 
bourgh  (HifL  des  Jconoclaftesy  Li.)  and  Theophanes  (p.  344.)^  who 
talks  of  Pharaoh's  nnmbering  the  nule  children  of  Ifrael.  This  mode 
of  .taxatbn  was  familiar  to  the  Saicsurens ;  andy  moft  unluckily  for  the 
hiftoruui)  it  was  impo&d  a  f(»w  years  afterwards  in  France  .by  his 
patron  Lewis  XIV. 

^  See  the  Liber  Pontificalis  of  Agnellus  (in  the  Scriptores  Renun 
Italicarum  of  JMuratori^  tom.  ii«  pars  i.)»  whofe  deeper  ihade  of  Barba- 
rifm  marks  the  difTerence  between  Rome  and  Ravenna*  Yet  we  ai% 
indebted  to  lam  for  fome  curious  and  domd^  fads — ^the  cpiarters 
and  fa^ns  of  Ravenna  (p.  i540^  Ac  revenge  of  Juili&ian  II*  (p«  z6o» . 
i6i.)i  the  defeat  of  the  Greeks  (p.  X70f  lyu)}  &c. 

long 
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Q  HAP'  ^^^8i  exercifed  a  bloody  and  hereditary  feud ;  in: 
,  ^Pffr  .  religious  cohtroverly  they  found  a  hew  aliinent  of 
faction  :  but  the  votaries  oF  images' were  fupe- 
rior  in  numbers  or  ipiriti  and  the  exarcli,  wlia 
•  g-ttempted  to  ftem  the  torrent,  Toll  his  lif(^  in  a 
popular  ledition.  To  puniCJi  this  flagitious  d.eed^ 
and  reftore  his  dominion  in  Italy,' ft e^ETrnpero^^^^ 
lent  a  fleet  and  army  inta  the  Adriatic  giilr. 
After  fuflTenngfrom  the  winds  and  waves  much 
lofs  and  dela^,  the  Greeks  made  t|ieir  defcenl 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ravehiia:  they  threaten- 
ed to  depopulate  tfie  ^iiilty  capital,  'and  to  Imi- 
tate, gerhaps  to  furpafs,  the  example  of  Jufuriian 
the  Second,  who  Im^'chaltifed' a  former  rebeljiph 
by  the  choice  anci  execution  of  fifty  of  the 
jprincipal  inhabitants,  '^he  women  and  clergy^ 
in  fackctotb  an4  afhes,  lay  proflrate  ni  prayfeV; 
the  knen  were  in  arms  for  the  deienc'e  of  their 


day,  as  the  two  armies  alternately  yieldea'Wd 
advanced,  a  phantom  was  feen,  a  voice  was 
i^eard^  and  Ravenna  was  yi^lorious  by  the 
affurahce  of  vicloryi  lUie  ftrarigers  retreated 
to  their  fhip.s»  but  the  populous  fea-coaft  pour- 
ed fofth  a  -iftultitude  of  boats;  the  waters  of 
tHe'^p  were  itp  deeply  ihfeSjted  witfi  bloody 
that  during  fix  years,  the  public  prejudice 
abtfained  from  the  filh  of '^the' river;'  arid  the 
inftitution  of  an  annual  feaft  perpetuated  the 
worj^ip  of  ^  iraagesi  and  the  abhoWiince  of 
the  Greek  tyrant.  Amidflt  the  triumpH  of  the 
Catholic''  arths,  the  Roih^n  pontiff' feonvened 

a  lyfiod 
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a  lynod  of  ninety-thfee  bifhops  againft  the  *c.«.A  P. 
herefy  of  the  Iconoclafts,  With  their  confeiit  ^^W^ 
he  ,  pronounced  a  general  excommifnicatiop 
againfl  all  who  by  word  or  dee^  Ihould  attack 
"the  tradition  of  the  fathers  jfnd  the  images  of  the 
faints;  in  this  fent^nce  the  Emperor  was  tacit^ 
inYolved*"^,  but  the  vote  of  a  laft  and  hopelels 
reiiionftrance  may  feem  to  imply  that,  the  ana- 
thema was  jj^et  fufpended  over  ms  'guilty  head. 
No  fooner  had  they  confirmed  their  ownTafety, 
the  worfliip  of  images,  and  ^he  freedom  of  Ron]je 
and  Italy j^  than  the  popes  appear  to  have  relaxed 
,6f  ilieir'feventyy  a^d  to  have  Ipared  the, 'relics 
of  the  Byzantine  dominion .^^^  TK^if  moderate 
counfels  delayed  and  preven  the  election  of 
a.n^w  emperor,  and  they  exhorted  the  Italians 
not  to  leparate  frpin  the  .Body  of  the  ll!oman 
mo^narchy.  ^  T^/ie  exarch  was  permitted  to  refine 
within  the  walls  of  Kavenna,  a  captive  rather 
tii^n  a  mafter;  and  till  the  Imperial  coronation 
of  Chariemaghe,  the  ffovernmeht  of  Rome  arid 
IJtaly  w^s  exercifed  in  the  name  of  the  fucceflbrs 
of  Coriilantine^'. 

.:  .^"^.Yet  Leo  wasaindoubtedlycompvkbd  tn  the  -fi  quk  .  ^r .  •  imagmiim 
locran^a  ^  • « #  defbqiidlor  ^, « . .  extiteiit  (itteactondA.  »:,cQrpQre  ,p.;)f. 
Jefu  Chrifti  vjl  totius  ecclefiae  unltate.  ,  The  canonills  may  decide 
.  'whether  the  guill  or  the  name  conftltujtes  the  excommunication ;  and 
.the  ^ecUloiv  is  of  the  Jaft-irapcft^^ice  to  the^  <Jif?ty»  ^/ilW^jtccpiriJhg 
to  the  oracle  (Gratian  Cau8.xxiii.p,  5.C.  47.  apud  Spanheim,  Hift. 
Imag.p.  ii2.),homicida8  non  efle  qui  exconmiunicatos  trucidant. 
■>  ?"*•  C9'?tf^%l»t  »Jq  co;4aiH|aJVHif|af*jrperi«iiS^^OIiv^i^^ 

.tnpi^i^p.^^.)?'  -T^ejjpp^.ftyte  l^oi^fl4fioirilawii|&CorpF«piyj»tts> 

^Jg^tf^atorMetflowjiwi  wit^  tlv^r4^gefipiUiet,pfji»i5i^i*  ^Iwous 
Mofaic  of  the  Lateran  (A.  D.^9^^)  )rep];?r^8,Chr<^  dvboiielivfEi  Jtlie 

^M|(^'|;o^S)u£^t^  and.  the  banner  to  Conitantine  V.  (Muratoriy  Axinali 
d'ltalia,  torn.  vi.  p.  337.)' 

'  '  The 
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CHAP.      The  liberty  of  Rome,  which  had  been  op- 
XL^^  preffed  by  the  arms  and  arts  of  Auguftus,  was 
RepubKc    refcued,  after  feven  hundred  and  fifty  years  of 
of  Rome»    fervitude,  from  the  perfecution  of  Leo  the  Ifau- 
rian.     By  the  Caefars,  the  triumphs  of  the  con- 
fuls  had  been  annihilated :    in  the  decline  and 
fall  of  the  empire,  the  god  Terminus,  the  facred 
boundary,  had  infenfibly  receded  from  the  ocean, 
the  Rhine,  the  Danube,  and  the  Euphrates) 
and  Rome  was  reduced  to  her  ancient  territoiy 
from  Viterbo  to  Xerracina,  and  from  Narni  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Tiber^*.     When  the  kings  were 
baniflied,  the  republic  repofed  on  the  firm  bafis 
which  had  been  founded  by  their  wifdom  and 
virtue.     Their  perpetual  j  urifdi£tion  was  divided 
between  two  annual  magiftrates;  the  fenate  con- 
tinned  to  exercife  the  powers  of  adminiftration 
and  counfel ;  and  the  legiflative  authority  was 
difi^ributed  in  the  affemblies  of  the  people,  by  a 
well  proportioned  fcale  of  property  and  fervice. 
.    ,     Ignorant  of  the  arts  of  luxury,  the  primitive  Ro- 
mans had  improved  the  fcience  of  governmentand 
I  war:  the  will  of  the  community  was  abfolute  j  the 

rights  of  individuals  were  facred:  one  hundred 
and  thirty  thoufand  citizens  were  armed  for  de- 
fence or  conqueft ;  and  a  band  of  robbers  and 
outlaws  was  moulded  into  a  nation,  deferving  of 
freedom,  and  ambitious  of  glory^^    When  the 

fove- 

^  I  have  traced  the  Roman  dutchy  according  to  the  mapsy  and  the 
maps  according  to  the  excellent  diflertation  of  father  Beretti  (de  Cho- 
rographi  Italiae  Medii  iBvi,  fed.  xx. p.  %i6»-^%^%,).  Yet  I  moft  nicely 
•bferve,  that  "N^terbo  is  of  Lombard  foundation  (p.  axi.)»  and  that 
Terracina  was  ufurped  by  the  Greeks. 

*l  On  the  extenty  popuUtion,  &c«of  the  Roman  kingdom}  the  reader 

may 
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fovereignty  of   the  Greek  emperors  was  ex-  C  H  A  P. 
tinguiihed,  the  ruins  of  Rome  prefented  the  fad    "^^^ 
image  of  depopulation  and  decay ;  her  flavery 
was  an  habit,  her  liberty  an  accident ;  the  effe^ 
of  fuperflition,  and  the  obje6t  of  her  own  amaze- 
ment and  terror.     The  lad  veftige  of  the  fub- 
ilance,  or  even  the  forms,  of  the  conflitution,  was 
obliterated  from  the  pra6tice  and  memory  of  the 
Romans;  and  they  were  devoid  of  knowledge,  or 
virtue,  again  to  build  the  fabric  of  a  common- 
wealth.     Their  fcanty  remnant,  the  offspring  of 
Haves  and  ftrangers,  was  defpicable  in  the  eyes 
of  the  vi6torious  Barbarians.     As  often  as  the 
Franks  or  Lombards  expreffed  their  moil  bitter 
contempt  of  a  foe,  they  called  him  a  Roman ; 
*^  and  in  this  name,''  lays  the  Bifhop  liutprand, 
. "  we  include  whatever   is  bafe,   whatever  is 
.  ^^  cowardly,  whatever  is  perfidious,  the  extremes 
.  **  of  avarice  and  luxury,  and  every  vice  that  can 
**  proftitute  the  dignity  of  human  nature*^."    By 
the  neceffity  of  their  fituation,  the  inhabitants  of 
Rome  were  cad  into  the  rough  model  of  a  repub- 
lican government:  they  were  compelled  to  ele& 
£bme  judges  in  peace,  and  fome  leaders  in  war ; 

may  penifey  with  pleafiire>  the  Difcours  Prelitninaire  to  the  Republique 
Ronuune  of  M.  de  Beaufort  (torn,  i,)^  who  will  not  be  accufed  of  too 
much  credulity  for  the  early  ages  of  Rome. 

^  Quae  (Romanos)  nosy  I^ngobardi  fcilicety  Sazonesy  Fnuiti»  Lo- 
thaiing^  Bajoari»  Sueviy  Burgundiones*  tanto  dedignamur  ut  inimicos 
nofiros  corombtiiy  nil  aliud  contumeliarum  nil!  Romane»  dicamus :  hoc 
ibloy  id  eft  Romanorum  nomine^  quic^d  ignobilitatisy  quicquid  timi« 
ditatisy  quicquid  ayaritise»  quicquid  luzuriaey  quicquid  mendaciiy  immo 
quicquid  vitiorum  eft  comprehendentes  (Liutprand^  in  Legat.  Script. 
Ital.  tom.ii.  pars.L  p.  481.).  For  the  ^s  of  Cato  or  Tully^  Minos 
might  have  impofedy  as  a  fit  penancey  the  daily  perufal  of  this  bar- 
barous paflage* 

V  the 


1^4  i^E  ptcxtiTE  And  faxl 

CfiAif.  ^tliB  fibbles  affembled  to  d^Uberate,  atfd  their  rd- 

^X^^  'foives  could  not  Be  executed  .Withiirt  the  tinioh 

and  corifetit'  df  the  miiltihlde.    The  'ftyle'df  thte 

iToman  fehate  arid  people  wis  Revived  **,  hiit  tEfe 

^fpint  was  fled  j  knd  their  hew  iridepeficieride  w2s 

*di%racedby  the  tumaltudds  cohffi^  o/litfeiftioiif' 

' nefs  and  oppreffion.  The  wistnt  of  Taws  cduM  drify 

he  ftfp{)lied  by  the  iriflueniie  afrfel^bn,s(hd  their 

Toreign  and  dbirieftic  coiinfels  'wete  riicJdef'dtdd 

^'by  the  authorify  of  the  tiffiop.    His  -alifiJs,  'Ms 

'  fermbris,  his  cor^ef^ondertcie  'with  the  krAfgs  Srfd 

•prelates  of  the  "Weft,  hfe  recerit  iervices,  thieir 

'gratitude,  an  bath,  kccuftomed'the  KdnS^ris^to 

bonfider  hitn  as  the  fifft  fnaigifti'ate  'or^J)Wiice  6f 

^t;he '  city.     Th'e^  Chriftian  'humility  6f  tfie^'Apes 

was  not   offendM'l>y  the  iiame  of 'i!)(^^         dr 

*lbrd  ;  and  their  fa^e  aM  mfcifptioh  We  ftlff^. 

parent  on  the  moft 'anciedt  coins**.    ^6ir  fefh- 

poral  dohiihibn  is  ^  now  confirmed  liy  the  k'e^e- 

rence  of  a  thbufatfdyeJafsf;   arid  tlieir  'lidblfeft 

'tiliie^is  the  free  chbice  of  a  p^bple,  whSfti' ttfey 

liad  redeemed  from  flaVery. 

In  ihe  quarrels  of  ahcIentGi'gedfejtheltdly^eb- 
S^^iimr  '  f)Ie'of  Ms  enjoyM  a-p6*pet\ial:pi^^^ 
bards,        prote6lion  of  Jupiter,  and  in  the  exercife  of  the 

A.D.        , 

730—753.       45  Pipuio  regi  Francorufltt^  ^^ij^s  fenai 

.r^nrfitj^!  .a  Jim  ^^^"^^9^^^^^'%!  ,  >  : 

3^ut  j^the.roiddl^  ;^^  tj^eyugmfied  little  more  than  liobues  bp^cunates^ 
»P' 448-1,  On^onfeof  tHefQ f pms.wjf^ .read Ha^rianiis  Papa (a'3>.  77a) ; 


Pere   Joubert  (Science   des   Medailles,   torn.  u.  p.  4  a.)'  explains'  by 
€OiVfiantinopoli  Officina /S'  f/ecundaj. 

IS  .  Olympic 


Rome  at- 
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Olympic  games  *^     Happy  would  it  have  been  g  H  A  P. 
for  the  Romans,  if  a  fimilar  privilege  had  guarded  ^  ^^' 
the  patrimony  of  St  Peter  from  the  calamities  of 
war ;  if  the  Chriftians,  who  vifited  th6  holy  thref- 
hold,  would  have  flieathed  their  fwords  in  the 
prefence  of  the  apoftle  and  his  fucceffor.     But 
this  myftic  circle  cduld  have  been  traced  only 
by  the  wand  of  a  legiflator  and  a  fage :  this  pa* 
cific  fyftem  was  incompatible  with  the  zeal  and 
ambition  of  the  popes ;  the  Romans  were  not 
addi6ted»  like  the  inhabitants  of  Elis,  to  the  in- 
nocent and  placid  labours  of  agriculture ;  and 
the  Barbarians  of  Italy,  though  foftened  by  the 
climate,  were  far  below  the  Grecian  ilates  in 
the  inflitutions  of  public  and  private  life«     A 
memorable  example  of  repentance  and  piety  was 
exhibited  by  Liutprand  King  of  the  Lombards. 
In  arms,  at  the  gate  of  the  Vatican,  the  con- 
queror  liilened  to  the  voice  of  Gregory  the  Se- 
cond  *%  withdrew  his  troops,  refigned  his  con- 
quefts,   refpe6lfully  vifited  the  church  of  St» 
Peter,  and  after  performing  his  devotions,  of. 
fered  his  fword  and  dagger,   his  cuirafs  and 
mantle,  his  filver  crofs  and  his  crown  of  gold^ 
on  the  tomb  of  the  apoftle.     But  this  religious 
fervour  was  the  illufion,  perhaps  the  artifice  of 
the  moment ;  the  fenfe  of  intereft  is  ftrong  and 
lafting;  the  love  of  arms  and  rapine  was  con- 
genial to  the  Lombards ;  and  both  the  prince 

^'  See  Weft's  Diflertation  on  the  Olympic  Games  (Pindar,  vol.  ii. 
p.  32 — ^6.  edition  in  i2mo.)>  and  the  judicious  refle(5lions  of  Polybius 
(tom.  i«  1.  iv.  p.  466.  edit.  Gronov.). 

^^  The  fpeech  of  Gregory  to  the  Lombards  is  finely  compoied  by 
Sigonius  (de  Regno  Italiae,  I.iii.  Opera,  tom.ii.  p.  173.),  who  imi- 
tates the  Ucenfe  and  the  fpirit  of  SaUufi  or  Livy* 

VOL.  IX. .  '         L  and 
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C  fi  A  P.  and  people  were  irrefiftibly  tempted  by  the  dif- 
XLK.  Qfjers  Qf  Italy,  the  nakednefs  of  Rome,  and  the 
unwariike  profeffion  of  her  new  chief  On  the 
firft  edi6ts  of  the  Emperor,  they  declared  them- 
felves  the  champions  of  the  holy  images :  Liut- 
'  pr^d  invaded  the  ptovince  of  Romagna,  which 
had  already  aifumed  that  diftin6tive  appellation ; 
the  Catholics  of  the  Exarchate  yielded  without 
relu6^nce  to  his  civil  and  military  power ;  and 
a  foreign  enemy  was  introduced  for  the  firft  time 
into  the  impregnable  fortrefs  of  Ravenna.  That 
city  and  fortrefs  were  i^eedily  recovered  by  the 
ia£tive  diligence  and  maritime  forces  of  the 
Venetians  J  and  thofe  faithful  fubjefts  obeyed 
the  exhortation  of  Gregory  himfelf,  in  feparat- 
ing  the  peribnal  guilt  of  Leo  from  the  general 
<mxfk  of  the  Roman  empire^.  The  Greeks 
were  1^  mindful  of  the  fervice,  than  the  Lom- 
bards of  the  iiijury :  the  two  nations,  hoftile  in 
their  faith,  were  reconciled  in  a  dangerous  and 
unnat\iral  alliance:  the  king  and  the  exarch 
'marched  to  the  conqueft  of  Spoleto  and  Rome : 
the  ftorm  evaporated  without  eife6l,  but  the 
policy  of  Liutprand  alarmed  Italy  with  a  vexa- 
tious alternative  of  hoftility  and  truce.  His 
fucceflbr  Aftolphus  declared  himfelf  the  equal 
enemy  of  the  Emperor  and  the  Pope :  Ravenna 
was  fubdued  by  force  or  treachery  5°,  and  this 

final 

^9  The  Venetian  hiftorians,  John  Sagorainus  (Chron.  Venet.  p.  13,) 
*  and  the  doge  Andrew  Dandolo  (Scriptores  Rer.  Ital.  torn.  xii.  p.  135^) 
have  preferved  this  epiftle  of  Gregory.  The  lofs  and  recovery  of 
Ravenna  are  mentioned  by  Paulus  Diaconus  (de  Geft.  Langobard.  1.  vi. 
c.49.54,  in  Script.  Ital.  torn.  i.  pars  i.  p.  506.  508.);  but  our  chro- 
nologifts,  Pagi,  Muratori,&c.  cannot  afcertam  the  date  orcircunallances. 
*'  The.  option  will   depend  on  the  various  readings  of  the  MSS. 

of 
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final  conqueft  extinguiflied  the  feries  of  the  ex-  c  H  A  ?• 
archs,  who  had  reigned  with  a  fubordinate  power  XLK. 
fince  the  time  of  Juftinian  and  the  ruin  of  the 
Gothic  kingdom,  Rome  was  fummoned  to  ac-. 
knowledge  the  victorious  Lombard  as  her  law- 
ful fovereign ;  the  annual  tribute  of  a  piece  of 
gold  was  fixed  as  the  ranfom  of  each  citizen, 
and  the  fwcH*d  of  deilru6tion  was  unflieathed  to 
exa6l  the  penalty  of  her  difobedience.  Th« 
Romans  hefitated ;  they  entreated ;  they  com- 
plained ;  and  the  threatening  Barbadians  were 
checked  by  larms  and  negotiations,  till  the  popes 
had  engaged  the  friendihip  of  an  ally  and  aven* 
ger  beyond  the  Alps  5'. 

In  his  diftrefs,  the  firft  Gregory  had  implored  Her  deu- 
the  aid  of  the  hero  of  the  age,  of  Charles  Martel,  ^^"^-^^ 
who  governed  the  French  monarchy  with  the  a.d.  754. 
humble  title  of  mayor  or  duke  5  and  who,  by  his 
fignal  mStory  over  the  Saracens,  had  faved  his 
country,  and  perhaps  Europe,  from  the  Mahome^ 
tan  yoke.    The  ambaffadors  of  the  pope  were  re- 
ceived by  Charles  with  decent  reverence;  but  tlie 
greatnefs  of  his  occupations,  and  the  fliortnefs  of 
bis  life,  prevented  his  interference  in  the  affairsof 
Italy,  except  by  a  friendly  and  in efte6tual  media- 
tion.    His  fon  Pepin,  the  heir  of  his  power  and 
virtues,  affumed  the  office  of  champion  of  the 

of  Anaftafius — deceperaU  or  decerpferat  (Script.  Ital.  torn,  iii.  pars  i, 

p.  167.)-. 

**  The  Codex  Carolinus  is  a  colledlion  of  the  cpiAles  of  the  Popes 
to  Charles  Martel  (whom  they  ftyle  Subregulus)^  Pepin,  and  Charle- 
magne,  as  far  as  the  year  791,  when  it  was  formed  by  the  lall  of  thefe 
jprinces.  His  original  and  authentic  MS.  (Bibliothecae  Cubicularis)  is 
now  in  the  Imperial  library  of  Vienna,  and  has  been  publiihed  by 
LambeciuB  and  Muratori  (Script.  Rerum  Ital.  torn.  iii.  pars  ii.  p.  75, 
&c.).     -      ^ 

L  2  Roman 
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CHAP.  Roman  church ;  and  the  zeal  of  the  French  prince 
^XLix^  appears  to  have  been  prompted  by  the  love  of  glory 
and  religion.  But  the  danger  was  on  the  banks 
of  the  Tyber,  the  fuccour  on  thofe  of  the  Seine  *y 
and  our  fympathy  is  cold  to  the  relation  of  dif- 
tant  mifery.  Amidft  the  tears  of  the  city,  Ste- 
phen the  Third  embraced  the  generous refolution 
of  vifiting  in  perfon  the  courts  of  Lombardy  and 
France,  to  deprecate  the  injuftice  of  his  enemy^ 
or  to  excite  the  pity  and  indignation  of  his  friend. 
After  foothing  the  public  defpair  by  litanies  and 
orations,  he  undertook  this  laborious  journey  with 
the  ambafladors  of  the  French  monarch  and  the 
Greek  emperor.  The  King  of  the  Lombards 
was  inexorable ;  but  his  threats  could  not  filence 
the  complaints,  nor  retard  the  fpeed  of  the  Ro- 
man pontiff^  who  traverfed  the  Pennine  Alps,  re- 
pofed  in  the  abbey  of  St.  Maurice,  and  haftened 
to  grafp  the  right-hand  of  his. protestor,  a  hand 
which  was  never  lifted  in  vain,  either  in  war  or 
friendftiip.  Stephen  was  entertained  as  the  vifi- 
ble  fucceffor  of  the  apoftle  ;  at  the  next  affem- 
bly,  the  field  of  March  or  of  May,  his  injuries 
were  expofed  to  a  devout  and  warlike  nation, 
and  he  repaffed  the  Alps,  not  as  a  fuppliant,  but 
as  a  conqueror  at  the  head  of  a  French  army, 
which  was  led  by  the  King  in  perfon.  The  Lom« 
bards,  after  a  weak  refiftance,  obtained  an  igno- 
minious peace,  and  fwore  to  reftore  the  pofleC 
fions,  and  to  refpe6l  the  fan6tity,  of  the  Roman 
church.  But  no  fooner  was  Aftolphus  delivered 
from  the  prefence  of  the  French  arms,  than  he 
forgot  his  promife  and  relented  his  difgrace. 
Rome  was  again  encompafled  by  his  arms  ;  and 

Stephen, 
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Stephen,  apprehenfive  of  fatiguing  the  zeal  of  c  H  A  P. 
his  Traufalpine  allies,  enforced  his  complaint  and  ^^^^*^ 
requeft  by  an  eloquent  letter  in  the  name  and 
perfon  of  St.  Peter  himfelf  *\  The  apoftle  affures 
his  adoptive  fons,  the  king,  the  clergy,  and  the 
nobles  of  France,  that  dead  in  the  flefli,  he  is 
ilill  alive  in  the  Ipirit  j  that  they  now  hear,  and 
muft  obey,  the  voice  of  the  founder  and 
guardian  of  the  Roman  church:  that  the  Virgin, 
the  angels,  the  faints,  and  the  martyrs,  and  all 
the  hoft  of  heaven,  unanimoufly  urge  the  requeft, 
and  will  confefs  the  obligation;  that  riches, 
victory,  and  paradife,  will  crown  their  pious  en- 
terprife,  and  that  eternal  damnation  will  be  the 
penalty  of  their  neglect,  if  they  fuffer  his  tomb, 
his  temple,  and  his  people,  to  fall  into  the  handa 
of  the  perfidious  Lombards.  The  fecond  expcn 
dition  of  Pepin  was  not  lefe  rapid  and  fortunate 
than  the  firft  :  St.  Peter  was  fatisfied,  Rome  was 
again  faved,  and  Aftolphus  was  taught  the  lef-. 
fons  of  juftice  and  fincerity  by  the  fcourge  of  a 
foreign  mailer.  After  this  double  chaftifement, 
the  Lombards  languiChed  about  twenty  years  in 
a  ilate  of  languor  and  decay.  But  their  mindsi 
were  not  yet  humbled  to  their  condition ;  and 
inftead  of  affe6ling  the  pacific  virtues  of  the 
feeble,  they  peeviflily  haraffed  the  Romans  with  / 
a  repetition  of  claims,  evafions,  and  inroads, 
which  they  undertook  without  reflexion  and 

''  See  this  moft  extraordinary  letter  in  the  Codex  Carollnus,  epift^ 
HL  p.  94.  The  enemies  of  the  popes  have  charged  them  with  fraud 
and  blafphemy ;  yet  they  furely  meant  to  perfuade  rather  than  deceive* 
This  introduction  of  the  dead>  or  of  immortals,  was  familiar  to  the 
Ancient  orators,  though  it  is  executed  on  thii  occalion  in  the  rudt 
f^ion  of  tl\e  age. 

I*  3  ter^ 
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G  H  A  P.  terminated  without  glory.     On  either  fide,  their 

J^^^-     expiring  monarchy  was  preffed  by  the  zeal  and 

prudence  of^Pape  Adrian  the  Firft,  the  genius, 

the  fortune,  and  greatnefs  of  Charlemagne  the 

fondf  Pepin;  thefe  heroes  of  the  church  andflate 

Were  united  in  public  and  domeflic  friendlhip, 

And  while  they  trampled  ori  the  proftrate,  they 

varnifhed    their    proceedings  with  the  faireft 

colours  of  equity  and  moderation  ".     The  pafies 

of  the  Alps,  and  the  walls  of  Pavia,  were  the 

only  defence  of  the  Lombards ;  the  former  were 

furprifed,  the  latter  were  inverted,  by  the  fon  of 

Conqueft     Pepin  ;  and  after  a  blockade  of  two  years,  Defi- 

of  Lom-     derius,  the  laft  of  their  native  princes,  furren* 

ChJieJ     dered  his  fceptre  and  his  capital.     Under  the 

magne,       dominion  of  a  foreign  king,  but  in  the  poffeffion 

•  •  774.   ^f  jjjgj^,  national  laws,  the  Lombards  became  the 

brethren  rather  than  the  fubje6bs  of  the  Franks ; 

^ho  derived  their  blood,  and  manners,  and  Ian* 

guage  from  the  fame  Germanic  origin  ^^ 

Pepin  and       The  mutual  obligations  of  the  popes  and  the 

Charie-       Carloviugiau  family,  form  the  important  link  of 

kings  of     ancient  and  mddern,  of  civil  and  ecclefiailical, 

France,      hiftory.    In  the  conqueft  of  Italy,  the  champions 

753-768!    of  the  Roman  church  obtained  a  favourable  occa- 

fion,  a  fpecious  title,  the  wifhes  of  the  people,  the 

''  Except  In  the  divorce  of  the  daughter  of  Defiderius,  whom 
Charlemagne  repudiated  fine  aliquo  crimine.  Pope  Stephen  IV.  had 
moft  furioufly  oppoied  the  alliance  of  a  noble  Frank— cum  perfidia> 
horrida,  nee  dicenda,  foetentiilima  natione  Longobardorum — to  whom 
he  imputes  the  firft  ftain  of  leprofy  (Cod.  Carolin.  epift.  45.  p.- 178, 
179.).  Another  reafon  againft  the  marriage  was  the  exiftence  of  a  firft 
wife  (Muratori,  Annali  d'ltalia,  torn.  vi.  p.  23a,  233. 1369  237.).  But 
Charlemagne  indulged  himfelf  in  the  freedom  of  polygamy  or  concu- 
binage. 

•  *+  See  the  Annali  d'ltalia  of  Muratori^  toln.  vi.  and  the  three  firft 
J  Diflertations  of  his  Antiquitates  Italiae  Medii  J3^\i,  toni.i« 

1 2  prayers 
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prayers  and  intrigues  of  the  clergy.  But  the  moft  chap. 
eflential  gifts  of  the  popes  to  the  Carlovingian  ^^^* 
Tjayce  were  the  dignities  of  king  of  France", 
and  of  patrician  of  Rome.  I.  Under  the  facer- 
dotal  monarchy  of  St.  Peter,  the  nations  began 
to  refume  the  pra6lice  of  feeking,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Tyber,  their  kings,  their  laws,  and  the 
oracles  of  their  fate.  The  Franks  were  per- 
plexed between  the  name  and  fubilance  of  their 
government.  All  the  powers  of  royalty  were 
exercifed  by  Pepin,  mayor  of  the  palace ;  and 
nothing,  except  the  regal  title,  was  wanting  to 
his  ambition.  His  enemies  were  cruflied  by  his 
valour;  his  friends  were  multiplied  by  his  libe* 
rality  j  his  father  had  been  the  faviour  of  Chriften- 
dom  ;  and  the  claims  of  perfonal  merit  were  re- 
peated and  ennobled  in  a  defcent  of  four  gene- 
rations. The  name  and  image  of  royalty  was  iUll 
preferved  in  the  laft  defcendant  of  Clovis,  the 
feeble  Childeric;  but  his  obfolete  right  could 
only  be  ufed  as  an  inflrument  of  fedition :  the 
nation  was  defirous  of  reftoring  the  iimplicity  of 
the  conftitution ;  and  Pepin,  a  fubjedl  and  a 
prince,  was  ambitious  to  afcertain  his  own  rank 
and  the  fortune  of  his  family.  The  mayor  and 
the  nobles  were  bound,  by  an  oath  of  fidelity, 
to  the  royal  phantom  ;  the  blood  of  Clovis  was 


^^  Befides  the  common  hiftoriins,  three  French  critica,  Launoy  (Opera> 
torn.  V.  pars  ii.  1.  vii.  epift.  9.  p.  477— 487.)*  P*gi  (Critica,  A.I).  751, 
N'  I — 6.  A.D.  75a.  N^  I— io.>  and  Natalia  Alexander  (Hift.  Novi 
Teftamentiy  diilertat.  ii.  p.  96-— 107.  V  have  treated  this  fubje(5t  of  the 
diepofitioD  of  Childeric  with  learning  and  attention,  but  with  a  ftrong 
bias  to  fave  the  uidependence  of  the  crown.  Yet  they  are  hard  prefled 
by  the  text  which  they  produce  of  Eginhard,  Theophanes,  and  the 
old  aanals,  Laurdhamenfis  Fuldenfisy  Loifielani. 
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G  H  A  P.  pure  and  facred  in  their  eyes;  and  their  common 
XLix.  ambafladors  addreffed  the  Roman  pontiff,  to 
difpel  their  fcruples,  or  to  abfolve  their  promife* 
The  intereft  of  Pope  Zacbary,  the  fucceiTor  of 
the  two  Gregories,  prompted  him  to  decide,  and 
to  decide  in  their  favour:  he  pronounced  that 
the  nation  might  lawfully  unite,  in  the  fame 
perfon,  the  title  and  authority  of  king;  and 
that  the  unfortunate  Childeric,  a  vi6lim  of  the 
public  fafety,  fliould  be  degraded,  fliaved,  and 
confined  in  a  monaftery  for  the  remainder  of 
his  days.  An  anfwer  fo  agreeable  to  their 
-wifties  was  accepted  by  the  Franks,  as  the  opi- 
nion of  a  cafuill,  thefentence  of  a  judge,  or  the 
oracle  of  a  prophet :  the  Merovingian  race  dil- 
appeared  from  the  earth  ;  and  Pepin  was  ex- 
alted on  a  buckler  by  the  fuffrage  of  a  free 
people,  accuftomed  to  obey  his  laws  and  to 
march  under  his  ftandard.  His  coronation  was 
twice  performed,  with  the  fan6lion  of  the 
popes,  by  their  moft  faithful  fervant  St.  Boni- 
face, the  apoftle  of  Germany,  and  by  the  grate- 
ful hands  of  Stephen  the  Third,  who,  in  the 
monaftery  of  St. -Deny 's,  placed  the  diadem  on 
the  head  of  his  benefactor.  The  royal  undlion 
of  the  kings  of  Ifrael  was  dexteroufly  applied  ^^: 
the  fucceffor  of  St.  Peter  affumed  the  charadter 
of  a  divine  ambaffador:  a  German  chieftain 
was  transformed  into  the  Lord's  anointed ;  and 

^^  Not  abfolutely  for  the  firft  time.  On  4  lefs  confpicuovs  thea.trct. 
it  had  been  ufcdy  in  the  vith  and  viith  centuries^  by  the  provincial 
bifhops  of  Britain  and  Spain.  The  royal  un<5lion  of  Conilantinople 
"was  borrowed  from  the  Latins  in  the  U&  age  of  the  empire.  Con- 
ilantine  Manaffes  mentions  that  of  Charlemagae.  as  a  foreign,  Jewifhy 
incompreheniible  ceremony.  See  Seidell's  Titles  of  QonQur,  in  his 
Works,  vol.  iii.  part  i.  p.  234 — %4^. 

this^ 
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this  Jewifli  rite  has  been  difibfed  and  maintained  chap. 
by  the  fuperftition  and  vanity  of  modern  Europe,  y^^^ 
The  Franks  were  abfblved  from  their  ancient 
oath ;  but  a  dire  anathema  was  thundered  againft 
them  and  their  pofterity,  if  they  fhould  dare  to 
renew  the  fame  freedom  of  choice,  or  to  eledl  a 
a  king,  except  in  the  holy  and  meritorious  race 
of  the  Carlovingian  princes.  Without  appre- 
hending the  future  danger,  thefe  princes  gloried 
in  their  prefentfecurity:  theiecretary  of  Charle- 
magne affirms,  that  the  French  fceptre  was  trans- 
ferred by  the  authority  of  the  popes  "  5  and  in 
their  boldeft  enterprifes,  they  infift,  with  confi- 
dence, on  this  fignal  and  fuccefsful  a6t  of  tem- 
poral jurifdi6lion. 

IL  In  the  change  of  manners  and  language,  Patricians 
the  patricians  of  Rome  ^^  were  far  removed  from  ^  ^^°^» 
the  lenate  of  Romulus,  or  the  palace  of  Conftan- 
titie,  from  the  free  nobles  of  the  republic,  or  the 
fi6litious  parents  of  the  Emperor.  After  the 
recovery  of  Italy  and  Africa  by  the  arms  of  Juf- 
tinian,  the  importance  and  danger  of  thofe 
remote  provinces  required  the  prefence  of  a 
fupreme  magiftrate ;  he  was  indifferently  ftyled 
the  exarch  or  the  patrician:  and  thefe  governors 

'7  See  Eginhard,  in  Vita  Caroli  Magni,  c.  i.  p,  91  &c.  c.  iii.  p.  a4» 
Childeric  was  depofed — -ju/jut  the  Carlovingians  were  eftablilhed— - 
auBoritatey  Pontifices  Romani.  Launoy,  &c.  pretend  that  thefe  ftrong 
words  are  ilifceptible  of  a  very  foft  interpretation.  Be  it  fo ;  yet  Egin- 
Iiard  underftood  the  world,  the  court,  and  the  Latin  language. 

'^  For  the  title  and  powers  of  patrician  of  Rome»  fee  Ducange 
(Gloff.  Latin,  torn,  v.  p.  149 — I5i.)»  ?agi  (Critica,  A.  D.  740,  N*  6 
—II.),  Muratori  (Annali  d'ltalia,  torn.  vi.  p. 308 — 3a9.)>  ^^^  St.Marc 
(Abrege  Chronologique  d'ltalie,  torn.  i.  p.  379-^382.).  Of  thefe  the 
Francifcan  Pagi  is  the  moft  difpofed  to  make  the  patrician  a  lieutenant 
pf  thp  church;  rather  thfin  of  the  empire. 

of 
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CHAP,  of  Ravenna,  who  fill  their  place  in  the  chrano^ 
XLIX.  j^gy  ^£  princes,  extended  their  jurifdi^lion  over 
the  Roman  city.  Since  the  revolt  of  Italy  and 
the  lofs  of  the  Exarchate,  the  diftrefs  of  the 
Romans  had  exacted  fome  facrifice  of  their  in* 
dependence.  Yet,  even  in  this  a6l,  they  exer* 
cifed  the  right  of  difpofing  of  themfelves  ;  an3 
the  decrees  of  the  fenate  and  people  fucceffively 
invefted  Charles  Martel  and  his  pofterity,  with 
the  honours  of  patrician  of  Rome.  The  leaders 
of  a  powerful  nation  would  have  difdained  a  fer- 
vile  title  and  fubordinate  office ;  but  the  reign 
of  the  Greek  emperors  was,  fufpended ;  and,  in 
the  vacancy  of  the  empire,  they  derived  a  more 
glorious  coramiffion  from  the  pope  and  the  re- 
public. The  Roman  ambafladors  prefented 
thefe  patricians  with  the  keys  of  the  fhrine  of 
St.  Peter,  as  a  pledge  and  fymbol  of  fovereignty j 
with  a  holy  banner,  which  it  was  their  right  and 
duty  to  unfurl  in  the  defence  of  the  church  and 
city  ^\  In  the  time  of  Charles  Martel  and  of 
Pepin,  the  interpofition  of  the  Lombard  kingdom 
covered  the  freedom,  while  it  threatened  the 
fafety,  of  Rome  ;  and  the  patriciate  reprefented 
only  the  title,  the  fervice,  the  alliance,  of  thefe 
diftant  prote6lors.  The  power  and  policy  of 
Charlemagne  annihilated  an  enemy,  and  impofed 

'^  The  papal  advocates  can  'foften  the  fymboHc  meaning  of  th« 
banner  and  the  keys;  but  the  flyle  ad  regnum  dmiilimus»  or  direxi- 
vaofi  (Codex  Carolin.  epiiLi.  torn.  ill.  par8.ii.  p.  76^)9  feems  to  allow 
of  no  palliation  or  efcape.  In  the  MS.  of  the  Vienna  library,  they 
read,  inftead  of  regnum^  rogum%  prayer  or  requeft  (fee  Ducange) ; 
and  the  royalty  of  Charles  Martel  is  fubverted  by  this  important  cor- 
rection (Catalini,  in  bis  Critical  Prefaces  Axmali  d'Italia>  torn.  xril. 
P-95--990-  "^ 

a  mailer. 
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a  mailer.  In  his  firft  vifit  to  the  capital,  he  was  chap. 
received  with  all  the  honours  which  had  for-  .  XLix. 
merly  been  paid  to  the  exarch^  the  reprefenta- 
tive  of  the  Emperor :  and  thefe  honours  obtained 
fbme  new  decorations  from  the  joy  and  gratitude 
of  Pope  Adrian  the  Firft  ^°.  No  fooner  was  he 
informed  of  the  fudden  approach  of  the  monarch, 
than  he  difpatched  the  magiftrates  and  nobles  of 
Rome  to  meet  him,  with  the  banner,  about  thirty 
miles  from  the  city.  At  the  diftance  of  one  mile, 
the  Flaminian  way  was  lined  with  the  Jchools^  or 
national  communities,  of  'Greeks,  Lombards^ 
Saxons,  &c. :  the  Roman  youth  were  under 
arms;  and  the  children  of  a  more  tender  age, 
with  palms  and  olive  branches  in  their  hands, 
chaunted  the  praifes  of  their  great  deliverer.  At 
the  afpe^  of  the  holy  croffes,  and  enfigns  of  the 
faints^  he  difmounted  from  his  horie,  led  the 
proceffion  of  his  nobles  to  the  Vatican,  and,  as 
he  afcended  the  flairs,  devoutly  kiffed  each  ftep 
of  the  threfhold  of  the  apoftles.  In  the  portico, 
Adrian  expedled  him  at  the  head  of  his  clergy: 
they  embraced,  as  friends  and  equals ;  but  in 
their  march  to  the  altar,  the  king  or  patrician 
afTumed  the  right-hand  of  the  Pope.  Nor  was 
the  Frank  content  with  thefe  vain  and  empty 
demonftrations  of  refpefit.  In  the  twenty-fix 
years  that  elapfed,  between  the  conqueft  of 
Lombardy  and  his  Imperial  coronation,  Rome, 
which  had  been  delivered  by  the  fword,  was  fub- 

^  In  the  authentic  narrative  of  this  reception,  the  Liber  Pontificalia 
obferves — obviam  illi  ejus  fan<5lita8  dirigens  venerabiles  cruces,  id  eft 
figna;  ficut,  mos  eft  ad  exarchum,  aut  patricium  fufcipiendum,  eum 
cum  ingcnti  honore  fufcipi  fecit  (tom-iii.  parsx.  p.  i85.> 

jea, 
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CHAP,  jefil,  as  his  own,  to  the  fceptre  of  Charlemagne. 
^  ^Uj^  'Pj^g  people  fwore  allegiance  to  his  perfon  and 
family:  in  his  name  money  was  coined,  and 
^ftice  was  adminiftered ;    and  the  election  of 
the  popes  was  examined  and  confirmed  by  hi» 
authority.     Except  an  original  and  felf-inherent 
claim  of  fovereignty,  there  was  not  any  preroga- 
tive remaining,  which  the  title  of  emperor  coul4 
add  to  the  patrician  of  Rome  ^\ 
pcmations       The  gratitude  of  the  Carlovingians  was  ade^ 
andCharie-  ^^''^^e  to  thefc  obligations,  and  their  names  are 
magne  to   confecrated  as  the  faviours  and  benefafilors  of' 
thepopes.'^j^^  Roman  church.     Her  ancient  patrimony  of 
farms   and    houfes  was    transformed  by  their 
bounty  into  the  temporal  dominion  of  cities  and 
provinces ;  and  the  donation  of  the  Exarqhate 
was  the  firft  fruits  of  the  conquefts  of  Pepin  **. 
Aftolphus  with  a  figh  relinquilhed  his  prey ;  the 
keys  and  the  hoftages   of  the  principal  cities 
were    delivered    to    the    French    ambaifador; 
and,  in  his  mailer's  name,  he  prefented  them 
before    the   tomb   of  St.  Peter.      The   ample 
meafure    of  the   Exarchate  ^'   might  comprife 

all 

^'  Paulus  DJaconusy  who  wrote  before  the  empire  of  Charlemagnet 
defcribes  Rome  as  his  fubjecSl  city — veftrae  civitates  (ad  Pompelum 
Feftum),  fuis  addidit  fceptris  (de  Metenfis  Ecdefia  Epifcopis).  Some 
Cariovinglan  medals,  ftruck  at  Rome,  have  engaged  Le  Blanc  to  write 
an  elaborate,  though  partial,  diflertation  on  their  authority  at  Rome^ 
both  as  patricians  and  emperors  (Amfterdam,  1692.  in4to*). 

'^^  Moflieim  (Inftitution  Hift,  Ecclef.  p.  263.)  weighs  this  donatioi\ 
with  fair  and  deliberate  prudence.  The  original  adt  has  never  been 
produced;  but  the  Liber  Pontificalis  reprefents  (p.  171.),  and  the 
Codex  Carolinus  fuppofes,  this  ample  gift.  Both  are  contemporary 
records :  and  the  latter  is  the  more  authentic,  fince  it  has  been  pre-. 
^rved,  not  in  the  papal,  but  the  Imperial,  library. 

^^  Between  the  exorbitant  claims,  and  narrow  conceffions,  of  inn 
fereft  and  prejudice,  from  which  evea  Muratori  (Antiquitat.  tom.  u 

p.  6z^ 
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all  the  provinces  of  Italy  which  had  obeyed  the  c  H  A  P. 
Emperor  and  his  vicegerent:  but  its  ftri6l  and  ^^^^ 
proper  limits  were  included  in  the  territories  of 
Ravenna,  Bologna,  and  Ferrara:  its  infeparable 
dependency  was  the  Pentapolis,  which  ftretched 
along  the  Adriatic  from  Rimini  to  Ancona,  and 
advanced  into  the  midland  country  as  far  as  the 
ridges  of  the  Apennine.  In  this  tranfadtion,  the 
ambition  and  avarice  of  the  popes  had  been  fe- 
verely  condemned.  Perhaps  the  humility  of  a 
Chriftian  prieft  fhould  have  reje6ted  an  earthly 
kingdom,  which  it  was  not  ea(y  for  him  to  go- 
vern without  renouncing  the  virtues  of  his  pro* 
feiBon.  Perhaps  a  faithful  fubjedt,  or  even  a 
generous  enemy,  would  have  been  lefs  impatient 
to  divide  the  fpoils  of  the  Barbarian ;  and  if  the 
Emperor  had  intruded  Stephen  to  folicit  in  his 
name  the  restitution  of  the  Exarchate,  I  will 
not  abfolve  the  pope  from  the  reproach  of  treach- 
ery and  falfehood.  But  in  the  rigid  interpreta- 
tion of  the  laws,  every  one  may  accept,  without 
injury,  whatever  his  benefa6tor  can  beftow  with- 
out injuftice.  The  Greek  Emperor  had  abdi- 
cated or  forfeited  his  right  to  the  Exarchate ; 
and  the  fword  of  Aftolphus  was  broken  by  the 
llronger  fword  of  the  Carlovingian.  It  was  not 
in  the  caufe  of  the  Iconoclail  that  Pepin  had  ex-* 
j>ofed  his  perfon  and  army  in  a  double  expedition 
beyond  the  Alps:  he  pofleffed,  and  might  law- 
fully alienate  his  conquefts :  and  to  the  impor- 
tunities of  the  Greeks,  he  pioufly  replied,  that 


p.  63 — 68.)  is  not  exempt^  I  have  been  guided>  in  the  limits  of"  the 
Exarchate  and  Pentapolia,  by  the  Diflertatio  Chorographica  Italic 
Medli  ^viy  torn.  x.  p.  x6o— z8o« 

no 
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CHAP.  110  human  confideration  fliould  tempt  him  to  re- 
^^^'  fume  the  gift  which  he  had  conferred  on  the  Ro- 
man  pontiff  for  the  remiffion  of  his  fins  and  the 
falvation  of  his  foul.  The  fplendid  donation  was 
granted  in  fupreme  and  abfolute  dominion,  and 
the  world  beheld  for  the  firft  time  a  Chriftiaa 
bilhop  invefted  with  the  prerogatives  of  a  temp- 
poral  prince ;  the  choice  of  magiftrates,  the  ex- 
ercife  of  juftice,  the  impofition  of  taxes,  and  the 
wealth  of  the  palace  of  Ravenna.  In  the  diffolu- 
tion  of  the  Lombard  kingdom,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  dutchy  of  Spoleto^  fought  a  re&ge  from 
the  ftorm,  fhaved  their  heads  after  the  Roman . 
fafhion,  declared  themfelves  the  fervaiits  and 
fubje^ts  of  St.  Peter,  and  completed,  by  this  vo- 
luntary iurrender,  the  prefent  circle  of  the  ec- 
clefiallical  ftate*  That  myfterious  circle  was  en- 
larged to  an  indefinite  extent,  by  the  verbal  or 
i«rritten  donation  of  Charlemagne^S  who,  in  the 
firft  tran^orts  of  his  vifilory,  defpoiled  himfelf 
and  the  Greek  Emperor  of  the  cities  and  iflands 
which  had  formerly  been  annexed  to  the  Exar- 
catte.  But,  in  the  cooler  moments  of  abfence 
and  reflection,  he  viewed  with  an  eye  of  jealouiy 

^^  Spoletini  deprecati  funt,  ut  eos  in  fervitio  B.  Petri  reciperet  et 
more  RomaBorum  tonfurari  faceret  (Anaftafius,  p.  185.).  Yet  it  may 
be  a  queftieo  whether  they  gave  their  own  perfons  or  their  country. 

**  The  policy  and  donations  of  Charlemagne  are  carefully  examined 
by  St.  Marc  (Abrege>  torn.  i..p.  390 — 408.]^  who  has  well  Jhidied  the 
Codex  Carolinus,  I  believe,  with  him,  that  they  were  only  verbal. 
The  moft  ancient  a<ft  of  donation  that  pretends  to  be  extant,  is  that 
of  the  Emperor  Louis  the  Pious  (Sigonius,  de  Regno  Italia,  1.  iv. 
Opera,  torn.  ii.  p.  267 — 170.)  its  authenticity,  or  at  leaft  its  integrity, 
are  much  queftioned  (Pagi,A.D.  817,  N^  7>&c.  Muratori,  Annali, 
torn,  vi.  p.  45a,  &c.  Diflertat,  Chorographica,  p.  339  34.) »  but  I  fee 
no  realbnable  obje^on  to  thefe  princes  fo  freely  difpofing  ofiwhat 
was  not  their  own. 

and 
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and  envy,  the  recent  gi^eatnefs  of  his  ecclefiafti-  chap. 
cal  dly.     The  execution  of  his  own  and  his  fa-  J^^x.^ 
therms  promifes  was  refpe6lfully  eluded:  the  King 
of  the  Franks  and  Lombards  aflerted  the  inalien- 
able rights  of  the  empire ;  and,  in  his  life  and 
death,  Ravenna^^,  as  well  as  Rome,  was  num\- 
bered  in  the  lift  of  his  metropolitan  cities.    The- 
fovereignty  of  the  Exarchate  melted  away  in  the 
hands  of  the  popes ;  they  found  in  the  archbilhops 
of  Ravennaa  dangerous  and  domeftic  rival*" :  the 
nobles  and  priefts  difdained  the  yoke  of  a  prieft ; 
and,  in  the  diforders  of  the  times,  they  could  only 
retain  the  memory  of  an  ancient  claim,  which 
in  a  more  profperous  age,  they  have  revived  and 
realized. 

Fraud  is  the  refource  of  weaknefs  and  cun*  Forgery  of 
ning ;  and  the  ftrong,  thou^  ignorant  Barba-  *?®  ^!^" 
rian,  was  often  entangled  in  the  n^t  of  Ikcerdotal  confian- 
policy.     The  Vatican  and  Lateran  were  an  at-  ^^ 
fenal  and  manufa&ure,  which,  according  to  the 
occaiion,  have  produced  or  concealed  a  vftrious 
Qolle^ion  of  falfe  or  genuine,  of  ccnrrupt  or  fuf- 
picious,  a6ls,  as  they  tended  to  promote  the  in-  . 
tereft  of  the  Roman  church.     Before  the  end 
of  the  eighth  century,  fome  fl|)oftolical  fcribe, 
perhaps  the  notorious   Ifidore,  compofed   the 
decretals,  and  the  donation  of  Conftantine,  the 

^^  Charlemagne  folicited  and  obtained  from  the  proprietor,  Hadrian 
J.,  the  mofaics  of  the  palace  of.  Ravenna,  for  the  decoration  of  Aix-la- 
Chapelle  (Cod.  Carolin,  epift.  67.  p.  a23.). 

*^  The  popes  often  complain  of  the  ufurpations  of  Leo  (tf  Ravenna 
(Codex  Carolin.  epift.  5i>  5a>  53-  p.  aoc— aoj.)'  ^  corpus  St.  An-^ 
dreae  fratris  gerraani  St.  Petri  hie  humaflet,  nequaquam  nos  Roman! 
pontifices  fie  fubjugaffent  (Agnellus,  Liber  Pontificalis,  in  Scriptores 
Rerum  Ital.  torn.  ii.  pars  i.  p.  107.). 

two 
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CHAP,  two  magic  pillars  of  the  fpiritual  and  temporal 
XLix,  monarchy  of  the  popes.  This  memorable  do- 
nation was  introduced  to  the  world  by  an  epiftle 
of  Adrian  the  Firft,  who  exhorts  Charlemagne 
to  imitate  the  liberality,  and  revive  the  name^ 
of  the  great  Conftantine''^  According  to  the 
legend,  the  firll  of  the  Chriftian  Emperors  was 
healed  of  the  leprofy,  and  purified  in  the  waters 
of  baptifm,  by  St.  Silvefter,  the  Roman  biftiop  j 
and  never  was  phyfician  more  glorioufly  recom- 
penfed.  His  royal  profelyte  withdrew  from 
the  feat  and  patrimony  of  St.  Peter ;  declared 
his  refolution  of  founding  a  new  capital  in 
the  Eafl ;  and  refigned  to  the  popes  the  free 
and  perpetual  fovereignty  of  Rome,  Italy, 
apd  the  provinces  of  the  Weft^^  This  fiftion 
was  produ6tive  of  the  mod  beneficial  eife^s* 
The  Greek  princes  were  convicted  of  the 
guilt  of  ufurpation ;  and  the  revolt  of  Gre- 
gory was  the  claim  of  his  lawful  inheritance. 
The  popes  were  delivered  from  their  debt  of 
gratitude ;  and  the  nominal  gifts  of  the  Carlo- 

^  Piiflimo  Conflantino  magno>  per  ejus  lar^tatem  S.  R.  Ecclefia 
elevaU  et  exaltata  ell,  et  poteflatem  in  his  Hefperis  partibus  largin 

dignatut  eft Quia  ecce  novus  Confiantinus  his  tempoiibusy  &i<u 

(Codex  Carolin.  epift.  49.  in  tom.iii.  parsii.  p.  X95«)*  Pagi  (Ciitica» 
A.D.  3249  N**  16.)  afcribes  them  to  an  impoitor  of  the  viiith  centuiy* 
who  borrowed  the  name  of  St.Ifidore:  his  humble  title  of  Peccator 
was  ignorantly»  but  aptly,  turned  into  Mercator ;  his  merchandife 
VF2a  indeed  profitable^  and  a  few  iheets  of  paper  were  fold  for  much 
wealth  and  power. 

^  Fabricius  (Bibliot.  Graec.  torn.  vi.  p.  4 — 7.)  has  enumerated  the 
ieveral  editions  of  this  Ad^,  in  Greek  and  Latin.  The  copy  whic& 
Laurent ius  Valla  recites  and  refutes,  appears  to  be  taken  either  from, 
the  fpurious  AAs  of  St.  Silvefter  or  i'rom  Gratian's  Decree,  td 
which  according  to  him  and  others,  it  ha«  been  furreptitioufly 
lacked. 

X  vingians 
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vingians  were  no  more  than  the  juft  and  irrevo-  CHAP, 
cable  reditu  tion  of  a  fcanty  portion  of  the  ec-»  ,    _     *. 
clefiaftical  Hate.     The  fovereignty  of*  Rome  no 
longer  depended  on  the  choice  of  a  fickle  people  j 
and  the  fucceffors  of  St.  Peter   and  Conftantine 
were  invefled  with  the  purple  and  prerogatives 
of  the  Caefars.     So  deep  was  the  ignorance  and 
credulity  of  the  times,  that  the  moft  abfurd  of 
fables  was  received,  with  equal  reverence,  in 
Greece  and  in  France,  and  is  ftill  enrolled  among 
the  decrees  of  the  canon  law^°.    The  emperors, 
arid  the  Romans,  were  incapable  of  difcerning  a 
forgery,  that  fubverted  their  rights  and  freedom; 
and  the  only  oppolition  proceeded  from  a  Sabine 
monallery,  which,  in  the  beginning  of  the  twelfth 
century,  difputed  the  truth  and  validity  of  the 
donation   of  Conflantine^'.     In  the  revival  of 
letters  and  liberty  this  fi6litious  deed  was  tranf- 
pierced  by  the  pen  of  Laurentius  Valla,  tlie  perl 
of  an  eloquent  critic  and  a  Roman  patriot". 

His 

'°  In  the  year  1059,  ^^  ^^^  believed  (was  It  believed?)  by  Pope 
Leo  IX^Cardinal  Peter  Dainianus,&c.  Muratori  places  (Annali  d'ltalla, 
torn.  ix.  p.  z^f  24*)  the  (i(5litious  donations  of  Lewis  the  Pious,  the 
Othos,  &c.  de  Donatione  Conftantini.  See  a  DiAertation  of  Natalis 
Alexander,  feculam  iv.  diff.  25.  p.  335— *-350» 

'*  See  a  large  account  of  the  controverfy  (A.  D,  11 05),  Which  arofe 
from  a  private  law-fuit,  in  the  Chronicon  Farfenfe  (Script.  Rerum 
Italicarumy  torn.  ii.  pars  ii.  p.  63  7,  &c.),  a  copious  extra^  from  the  ar^* 
diives  of  that  BenediAme  abbey.  They  were  formerly  acceffible  to 
curious  foreigners  (Le  Blanc  and  Mabillon),  and  would  have  enriched 
the  firft  volume  of  the  Hiftoria  Monaftica  Italia  of  Quirini.  But  they 
are  now  imprifoned  (Muratori,  Scriptores  R.  I.  torn.  ii.  pare  ii.  p.  269.) 
by  the  timid  policy  of  the  court  of  Rome;  and  the  future  cardinal 
yielded  to  the  voice  of  authority  and  the  whifpers  of  ambition 
(Quirini>  Comment,  pars  ii.  p.ic53 — 13^0* 

7'  I  have  read  in  the  colletftion  of  Schardius  (de  Poteftate  Im- 
periali  £ccleiia£ticay  p.  734—780.)    this  animated  dilcourfe,  which 

VOL.  IX,  i  M  was 
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CHAP.  His  contemporaries  of  the  fifteenth  century  were 
XLJX.  aftoniflied  at  his  facrilegioiis  boldnefs  ;  yet  fuch 
}s  the  lilent  and  irrefiftible  progrefs  of  reafon^ 
that  before  the  end  of  the  next  ajge,  the  fable 
was  reje6led  by  the  contempt  of  hiftorians"  and 
poets  ^^,  and  the  tacit  or  medeft  cenfure  of  the 
advocates  of  the  Roman  church".  The  popes 
themfelves  have  indulged  a  fmile  at  the  credulity 
of  the  vulgar  ^^  j  but  a  faPfe  and  obfolete  title  Hill 
fan^lifies  their  reign  j  and  by  the  fame  fortune 
which  has  attended  the  decretals  and  the  Sibyl- 
line oracles,  the  edifice  has  fubfifted  after  the 
foundations  have  been  undermined. 

ttras  compofed  by  the  authory  A.  D.  1440,  fix  years  after  the  flight  of 
Pope  Eugemus  IV.  It  is  a  moft  vehement  party  pamphlet :  VaSii  juf^ 
tifies  and  aaimates  the  revolt  of  the  Romansf  and  wouM  even  approve 
the  ufe  of  a  dagger  againft  their  facerdotal  tyrant.  Such  a  critic  might 
•xped^  the  perfedtttion  6f  the  clergy ;  yet  he  made  ht»  peace*  and  ift 
bnri^  m  the  Lateran  (Bayky  Di^onahre  Critique*  Valla  ;  Yoffiust 
de  Hiiloricis  Latinis*  p.  580.). 

7J  See  Guicciardini,  a  fervant  of  the  popes,  in  that  long  and  valu- 
;^le  digreifion,  which  has  refumed  its  plaee  in  the  laft  edition*  coire^y 
publiihed  from  the  author's  MS.  and  printed  in  four  vohimes  in  quarto» 
under  the  name  of  Friburgo,  1775  (Iftoria  d'ltalia,  torn,  i.  p,  385 — 
395->  -  .  . 

''■*  The  Paladin  Aftolpho  found  it  in  the  moon*  among  the  thing» 
that  were  loft  upon  earth  (Orlando  Furiofo*  xxxiv.  8o.)* 
Di  vari  fiore  ad  un  grand  mente  paiTa* 
Ch'ebbe  gia  buoao  odore*  or  puzza  forte 
Quefto  era  il  dono  (fe  pero  dir  lece) 
Che  Confiaatino  al  buon  Silveftro  fece. 
Yet  this  incomparable  poem  has  been  approved  by  a  bull  of  Leo  X. 

''^  See  Baronius*  A.  D.  324*  N^  117—123.  A.D.  1191*  N^  51, 
Ice.  The  cardinal  wifhes  to  fuppofe  that  Rome  was  offered  by  Con- 
ibantine,  and  re/u/ed  by  Siivefter.  The  a<Sl  of  donation  he  conCdersy 
ftrangely  enough,  as  a  forgery  of  the  Greeks. 

'*  Baronius  n'en  dit  guerres  contre;  encore  en  a-t'il  trop  dit,  et  Ton 
vouloit  £ins  moi  f  Cardinal  du  Perron Jt  qui  Tompechai,  cenfurer  cette 
partie  de  fon  hiftoire.  J'en  deviiai  un  jour  avec  le  Pape,  el  il  ne  mo 
repondit  autre  chofe  «  che  volete  I  i  Canonici  la  lengono,"  il  le  difoit 
en  riant  (Peixoniana,  p.  77.)* 

<  While 
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^,WWte  tjiep0p?9  eilabliih^d  in  Italy  tlieii*  free-  c.«  a  p,  : 
i|Q^  apd  domipion,  the  ims^eH,  the  firft  caufe  of  .  i,^^^",^ 
their  revolt,  wer^  reftored  in  theEafterri  empireJ^^  Reftora- 
Und^r  the  reign  of  Conftantine  the  Fifth,  the  Ij^^^^^  j„ 
unlQp  of  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  power' had  over*  the  Eaft 
thrown  the  tree,  without  extirpating  the  root,  of  ^^^^^^^ 
f&{)^r^ition. . .  The  idols,  for  fuch  they  were  iiow  Irene, 
tt^i<fewfli?eftci'eUycherilhed  by  the  order  and  the  ^^'  ^'^' 
fex  m^Iprone  to  devotion ;  and  the  fond  alliance 
of  the  t»onks  and  females  obtained  a  final  victory 
over  the  reafon  and  authority  of  man.    Leo  the 
Fourth  maintained  with  lefs  rigour  the  religion  of 
hisfather  and  grandfather,  but  hie  wife,  the  fair 
arid  attibitiou^  Irene,  had  imbibed  the  zeal  of  the 
Athenians,  the  heirs  of  the  idolatry,  rather  than 
the  pl^iloifophy,  of  their  anceftor«.     During  the 
life  of  her  hufband,  thefe  fentiments  were  in. 
flamed  by  danger  and  diffimulation,  and  fhe 
could  only  labour  to  prote6l  and  promote  fome 
^vourite  monks  whom  flie  drew  frpm  their  ca- 
terns,  and  feated  on  the  metropolitan  thrones  of 
the  EzH.    But  as  loon  as  fhe  reigned  in  her  ov/n 
name  and  that  of  her  fon,  Irene  more  ferioufly 

t  "  The  remaining  iiiftory  of  ifoages>  from  Irene  to  Theodora,  is  col- 
le^e4,  fpr  the  Catholics^  by  Baronius  and  Pagi  (AJ3.  780  —  840.), 
J^atalis  Alexander  (Hift.  N.  T.  feculym  viij.  PanopIIa  adverfus  Hsere-. 
licos,  p.  118—178],  and  Dupin  (Bibliot.  Ecclef*  tom.vi.  p.  136— 
J54.);"  for  the  Proteiiants, . by  SjpanJiteim  (Hift,  Ima^.  p.  305—639.), 
^afnage  (Hift.'de  TEgHfe,  torn.  i.  p*  556—5 7»- torn.  ii.  p.  1362— ' 
13^85.), -and  Meflieipi  (Inftkut-  Hift.  Eccles.  iecuL  viii.  et  ix.).  The 
Proteftants,  except  Moflieim,  are  foured  with  controverfy;  but  the 
fat}\olics,.^e3^cept^pupin,  ara  inflamed  by  the  fury  and  fuperftition 
of  the  moiife;  and  even  Le  Beaii  (Hift.  du  Bas  Empire),  a  gentlemau 
and  a  fcholar,  is  iflfe<aed  by  the  odious  contagion. 

M  2  xuid^r^ 


164  THE  DECLINE  AND  f  ALL 

c  H  A^P.  undertook  the  ruin  of  the  Iconoclafts  j  and  the 
firft  ftep  of  her  future  perfecution,  was  a  general 
edi£t  for  liberty  of  cotifcience.  In  the  reftoration 
of  the  monks,  a  thoufand  images  were  expofed 
to  the  public  veneration;  a  thoufand  legends 
were  invented  of  their  fufferings  and  miracles. 
By  the  opportunities  of  death  or  removal,  the 
epifcopal  feats  were  judicioufly  filled  ;  the  moft 
eager  competitors  for  earthly  or  celeftial  favour 
anticipated  and  flattered  the  judgment  of  their 
fovereign ;  and  the  promotion  of  her  fecretary 
Tarafius  gave  Irene  the  patriarch  of  Conftanti- 
nople,  and  the  command  of  the  Oriental  church. 
But  the  decrees  of  a  general  council  could  only 
be  repealed  by  a  fimilar  aifembly'*:  the  Ico- 
noclafts whom  flie  convened,  were  bold  in  poffef- 
fion,  and  averfe  to  debate ;  and  the  feeble  voice 
of  the  bilhops  was  re-echoed  by  the  more  for- 
midable clamour  of  the  foldiers  and  people  of 
vnth         Conftantinople.     The  delay  and  intrigues  of  a 
generd       year,  the  feparation  of  the  difaffedled  troops,  and 
ndof  *      the  choice  of  Nice  for  a  fecond  orthodox  iynod, 
^*cc,        removed  thefe  obftacles  j  and  the  epifcopal  con- 
Sept  aV^'  fcience  was  again,  after  the  Greek  fafliion,  in  the 
oa.  43.     hands  of  the  prince.    No  more  than  eighteen 
days  were,  allowed  for  the  cpnfummation  of  this 
important  work :  the  Iconoclafts  appeared,  not  as 
judges,  but  as  criminals  or  penitents :  the  fcene 
was  decorated  by  the  legates  of  Pope  Adrian  and 

78  See  tfie  A<fts,  in  Greek  and  Latin,  of  the  fec<md  Council  of 
Kice,  with  a  number  of  relative  pieces,  in  the  viiith  volume  of  the 
Councfls,  p.  645 — ^^1600.  A  faithful  verfion,  with  fome  critical  notes^ 
would  provoke,  in  different  readers,  a  figh  or  a  fmile. 

the 
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the  Eaftern  patriarch '',  the  decrees  were  framed  chap. 

by  the  prefident  Tarafius,  and  ratified  by  the  ac-  ^^^* 

clamationsandfubfcriptions  of  three  hundred  and 

fiftybifliops.  Theyunanimoufly  pronounced,that 

the  worfhip  of  images  is  agreeable  to  fcripture 

and  reafon,  to  the  fathers  and  councils  of  the 

church :  but  they  hefitate  whether  that  worfhip 

be  relative  or  dire6l ;  whether  the  Godhead,  and 

the  figure  of  Chrift,  be  entitled  to  the  fame  mode 

of  adoration.  Of  this  fecond  Nicene  council,  the 

a6ls  are  fl:ill  extant;  a  curious  monument  of  fu- 

perilition  and  ignorance,  of  falfehood  and  foUy« 

I  fhall  only  notice  the  judgment  of  the  biihops, 

on  the  comparative  merit  of  image-worfliip  and 

morality.     A  monk  had  concluded  a  truce  with 

the  daemon  of  fornication,  on  condition  of  inter* 

rupting  his  daily  prayers  to  a  pi6lure  that  hung 

in  his  cell.  His  fcruples  prompted  him  to  confult 

the  abbot.  '^  Rather  than  abftain  from  adoring 

"  Chrift  and  his  Mother  in  their  holy  images,  it 

**  would  be  better  for  you,**  replied  the  cafuiil, 

**  to  enter  every  brothel,  and  vifit  every  profli- 

«  tutein  thecity'V* 

For  the  honour  of  orthodoxy,  at  lead  the  or- 

'^  The  pope's  legates  were  cafual  messengers,  two  priefts  without 
any  fpecial  commiffioiiy  and  who  were  diiavowed  on  their  return. 
Some  vagabond  monks  were  perfuaded  by  the  Catholics  to  reprefent 
^e  Oriental  patriarchs.  This  curious  anecdote  is  revealed  by  Theodore 
Studites  (epift.  i.  38.  in  Sirmond.  Opp.  torn.  v.  p.  X319O9  one  of  the 
warmeft  Iconodails  of  the  age. 

^  Sv/bi^cpu  it  (Foi  [xn  xoTotXiTTEiy  cy  t«}  voXu  ravrri  Tropvgjoy  «t;  o  /lui 
tt0'iX9«Ki  «i  l*»  ct^vmrn  TO  firpooxwEiy  tov  xvpioy  t)/A»y  xai  6soy  Ivkthv  X^go 
furanfii  t^a;  avra  fxnr^  tf  cMoyi,  Thefe  viiits  could  not  he  innocent 
finCMB  the  Aa»/Mw  vnfvHot^  (the  d^mon  of  fornication)  ncoTufAu  howrov 
•  •  •  jy  ^<^  iff  ii  vriKUTO  avrw  a^oi^otf  &c.  A^io  iv.  p.  90X.  Adtio.  y* 

M  3  thodoxy 
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Cu  AV.  thodoxyoftheRomanchurdhjitisfdttfewWti^^ 
\^l^  fortunate^  that  the  two  {)riftces  Who  ctftvdA^iS 
Final  efta-   the  two  councils  of  Nicc  are  both  ftatofed^i^l^ 

of  k^Ts  '^®  ^^^^^  ^^  *'^®^^  ^^^^*  '^'**^  fecond .  of  tliefe' 
by  the  affemblies  was  appi^oved  and  f igordiifly  executed^ 
Emprefs  by  the  defpotifth  of  If  eft  e,.  and  ftlfe  vfefiifed  hfef^ 
A.D.  34a!  adverikries  thfe  toleration  which  at  fiiA  fte  had' 
granted  to  her  friends.  During  the  flVfeTiiec^efed^^ 
ing  reigns,  a  period  of  thirty-eight  years,  *th^ 
conteft  was  maintained,  with  unabated  rage^tid* 
various  fuccefe,  between  the  worlhippers  and  the^ 
breakers  of  the  images ;  but  I  am  not  inclined  t^ 
ptirfue  with  minute  diligence  the  repetition  bl 
the  fame  events.  Nicephorus  allowed  a  general 
liberty  of  Q)eech  and  practice ;  and  the  duly  vir- 
tue  of  his  reign  is  accuftid  by  the  monks  as  the 
caufe  Of  his  temporal  and  eternal  perdition.  S.11.' 
perftition  and  weaknefs  formed  the  charadter  df? 
Michael  theTirft,  but  the  feints  aiid  linages  w^e? 
incapable  of  Supporting  their  votary  oh  tht' 
throne*  In  the  purplfe,  I^o  the  Fifth  aflerted  the* 
jiame  and  religion  df  an  Armenian ;  and  the  idols,' 
with  their  feditious  adherents,  were  condemnecf 
to  a  fecond  exile.  Their  applaufe  ^ould  have 
fan&ified  the  murder  of  an  impious  tyrant,  but 
his  aiTaflin  and  fucceifor,  the  fecond  Michael,  wa& 
tainted  from  his  birth  with  the  Phr)'^gian  herefies : 
he  attempted  to  mediate  between  the  contend* 
ing  parties ;  and  the  intraftable  lj)irit  of  the  Ca- 
tholics  infenfibly  caft  him  into  the  oppoflte  fcale. 
His  moderation  was  guarded  by  timidity ;  but 
his  fon  Theophilus,  alike  ignorant  of  fear  and 
pity,  was  the  laft  and  moll  cruel  of  the  Iconpn 

clafts. 
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-clafts.  The  enthufiafin  of  the  times  ran  flrongly  c  h  A  *• 
againft  them ;  and  the  emperors  who  Hemmed  >  ^|^'^ 
the  torrent  were  exaiperated  and  puniflied  by  the 
public  hatred.  After  the  death  of  Theophilus, 
the  final  viftory  of  the  images  was  atdiieved  by 
a  feeond  female,  his  widow  Theodora,  whom  he 
left  the  guardian  of  the  empire.  Her  meafures 
were  bold  and  decifive.  The  fi^ion  of  a  tardy 
repentance  abCblved  the  fame  and  the  foul  of  her 
deceafed  huiband :  the  ientence  of  the  Iconoclad 
patriarch  was  commuted  from  the  lofs  of  his  eyes 
to  a  whipping  of  two  hundred  laihes :  the  bifliops 
trembled,  the  monks  fliouted,  and  the  feftival  of 
orthodoxy  preferves  the  annual  memory  of  the 
triumph  of  the  images.  A  iingle  queftjon  yet 
remained,  whether  they  are  endowed  with  any 
proper  and  inherent  fan61;ity ;  it  was  agitated  by 
the  Greeks  of  the  eleventh  century'*;  and  as  this 
opinion  has  theftrongeit  recommendation  of  ab- 
furdity,  I  am  furprifed  that  it  was  »not  more  ex- 
plicitly decided  in  the  affirmative.  In  the  Well, 
P6pe  Adrian  the  Firfl  accepted  and  announced 
the  decrees  of  the  Nicene  afTembly,  which  is  now 
revered  by  the  Catholics  as  the  feventh  in  rank 
of  the  general  councils.  Rome  and.  Italy  were  do- 
cile to  the  voice  of  their  father  j  but  thegreatell 
part  of  the  Latin  Chriftians  were  far  behind  in 
the  race  of  fuperftition.  The  churches  of  France,  Reiuaancc 
pernmny,  England,  and  Spain,  fleered  a  middle  Frank!, 
courfe  between  the  adoration  an4  the  deilrudtioD 

•*  See  an  account  of  this  controverfy  m  the  Alexius  of  Anna  Comr 
jjena  (I.  v.  p.  129.)  and  Mofiietm  (Inftitut.  Hift.  Ecclef.  p.  37i>  37»Ot 

M  4  of 
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CHAP,  of  images,  which  they  admitted  into  their  tem- 
^^^^*  pies,  not  as  objects  of  worfliip,  but  as  lively  and 
ufeful  memorials  of  faith  and  hiftory.  An  angry 
book  of  controveriy  was  compofed  and  pub- 
liflied  in  the  name  of  Charlemagne** ;  under  his 
authority  a  fynod  of  three  hundred  bifhops  was 
affembled  at  Frankfort*^:  they  blamed  the  fury 
of  the  Iconoclafts,  but  they  pronounced  a  more 
fevere  cenfure  againfl  the  fuperftition  of  the 
Greeks,  and  the  decrees  of  their  pretended 
council,  which  was  long  delpifed  by  the  Bar- 
barians of  the  Weft*\  Among  them  the  wor- 
Ihip  of  images  advanced  with  iilent  and  infen* 
iible  progrefs ;  but  a  large  atonement  is  made 
for  their  heiitation  and  delay,  by  the  grofs 
idolatry  of  the  ages  which  precede  the  reformat 
tion,  and  of  the  countries,  both  in  Europe. and 
America,  which  are  ftill  immerfed  in  the  glponi 
of  fuperftition. 

•*  The  Libri  Carolmi  (Spanheim,  p.  443 — 5  a9.)9  compofed  in  the 
palace  or  winter-quarters  of  Chai'lemagne,  at  VV^orms,  A.D.  790 ;  and 
fent  by  Engebert  to  Pope  Hadrian  I.  who  anfwered  them  by  a  grandi* 
et  verbofa  epjilola  (Concil.  torn.  viii.  p.  I553.)»  The  CaroUnes  propofe 
120  obje<5tions  againft  the  Nicene  fynod,  and  fuch  words  as  thefe  are 
the  flowers  of  their  rhetoric— dementiam  prifcse  Gentiiitatis  obfoletum 

errorem argumenta  infaniffima  et  abfurdiiHma  ....  derifione 

dignas  nsnias,  &c.  &c« 

*^  The  affemblies  of  Charlemagne  were  political,  as  well  as  ecclefi- 
jil^ical;  and,  the  three  hundred  members  (Natt  Alexander,  fec^viii, 
p.  53.)  who  fat  and  voted  at  Frankfort,  muft  include  not  only  the 
biihops,  but  the  abbots,  and  even  thd  principal  laymen. 

*  Quifupra  fan(5tinima  patres  noftri  (epifcopi  et  iacerdotes)  omni" 
ptodis  fervitium  et  ^orationem  imaginum  renuentes  contempfeninty 
a^que  confentientes  condemnaverunt  (Concil,  torn.  ix.p.ioi.  Canon  ii. 
Frankfurd).  A  polemic  muft  be  hard-hearted  indeed,  who  does 
not  pity  the  efforts  of  Baroriius,  Pagi,  Alexander  M^imbourgy  &c, 
^  elude  tjbis  tinlucky  fentence. 

JP  It 
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It  was  after  the  Nicene  fynod,  and  under  the  CHAP, 
reign  of  the  pious  Irene,  that  the  popes  confum-  .  ^^^^ 
mated  the  reparation  of  Rome  and  Italy,  by  the  Final  fepa- 
tranflation  of  the  empire  to  the  lefs  orthodox  ^^^  *^ 
Charlemagne.  They  were  compelled  to  chufe  be-  from  the 
tween  the  rival  nations :  religion  was  not  the  ^*^f™ 

°  empiref 

fole  motive  of  their  choice ;  and  while  they  dif-  a.d. 
fembled  the  failings  of  their  friends,  they  beheld,  774—8©^ 
with  reluftance  and  fufpicion,  the  Catholic  vir« 
tues  of  their  foes.  The  difference  of  language 
and  manners  had  perpetuated  the  enmity  of  the 
two  capitals  j  and  they  were  alienated  from  each 
other  by  the  hoftile  oppofition  of  feventy  years. 
In  thatfchifm  the  Romans  had  tafted  of  freedom, 
and  the  popes  of  fovereignty :  their  fubmiffion 
would  have  expofed  them  to  the  revenge  of  a 
jealous  tyrant ;  and  the  revolution  of  Italy  had 
betrayed  the  impotence,  as  well  as  the  tyranny, 
of  the  Byzantine  court.  The  Greek  emperors  had 
reftored  the  images,  but  they  had  not  reilored 
the  Calabrian  eftates^*  and  the  lUyrian  diocefe'% 


^  Theophanes  (p.  343.)fpecifie8  thofe  of  Sicily  and  Calabria»  which 
yielc^  an  annual  rent  of  three  talents  and  a  half  of  geld  (perhapi 
7000L  fierling).  liutprand  more  pompoufly  enumerates  the  patri- 
9ionie8  /of  the  Roman  church  in  Greece^  Judsea^  Perfia,  Mefopotamia* 
Babylonia^  £gypt>  and  Lybia>  which  were  detained  by  the  injuflice  of 
the  Greek  emperor  (Legat.  ad  Nicephorum»  in  Script.  Rerum  Italica- 
rumy  tonu  ii.  pars  u  p.48i.). 

^  The  great  ^ocefe  of  the  Eafiem  Illyricum,  with  Apuliay  Ca« 
Iabria»  and  Sicily  (Thomaffius  Difcipiine  de  I'Eglifey  tpm.  i.  p.  145.): 
by  the  confeliion  of  the  Greeks  the  patriarch  of  Confiantinople  had 
detached  from  Rome  the  metropolitans  of  Theflalonicay  Athens^  Co- 
rinthy  I^opolis»  and  Fktrae  (Luc.  Holfteni  Geograph.  Sacra,  p.  22.): 
and  his  (piritual  conquefts  extended  to  Naples  and  Amalphi  (Giahi^onei 
iftoria  Civile  di  Napdiy  torn.  i.  p.  ^17-- 5 24*  I^giy  A.  0.730* 
Wo.  ix.> 
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C  ft  A  P.  which  the  Iconoclafts  had  torii  away  from  tlie 
^^^^  fucceffors  of  St,Peter  j  and  Pope  Adrian  threatens 
them  with  a  fentetice  of  excommunication,  unlefs 
they  fpeedily  abjure  this  pra^ical  herefy®\  The 
Greeks  were  now  orthodox,  but  their  religion 
might  be  tainted  by  the  breath  of  the  reigning 
monarch :  the  Franks  were  now  contumacious  j 
but  a  difcerning  eye  might  difcern  their  ap- 
proaching converfion  from  the  ufe,  to  the  adora* 
tion,  of  images.  The  name  of  Charlemagne  wa« 
ftained  by  the  polemic  acrimony  of  his  ftribes  \ 
but  the  conqueror  himfelf  conformed,  with  the 
temper  of  a  (tatefman,  to  the  various  practice  of 
France  and  Italy.  In  his  fdur  pilgrimages  or 
vifits  to  the  Vatican,  he  embraced  the  popes  in 
the  communion  of  friendfliip  and  piety ;  kiielt 
befbre  the  tomb,  and  confequently  before  the. 
imag^  of  the  apollle ;  and  joined^  without  fcru« 
pie,  in  all  the  prayers  and  proceffions  of  the 
Eoman  liturgy.  Would  prudence  or  gratitude 
allow  the  ponti^  to  renounce  their  benefa6):or  ? 
Had  they  a  right  to  alienate  his  gift  of  the  Ex* 
archate  ?  Had  they  power  to  abolifii  his  govern* 
ment  of  Rome  ?  The  title  of  patrician  was  below 
the  merit  and  greatnefs  of  Charlemagne ;  and  it 
was  only  by  reviving  the  Weftern  empire  that 

^  In  hoc  ofienditur»  quia  ex  uno  capkulo  ab  errore  reverilsy  in  aliis 
duobus»  in  eoiUm  (was  it  the  fame  ?)  permaneant  errore  •  •  •  •  de 
<)ioceli  S.R.£.  feu  de  patrimoniis  iterum  increpantes  commonemusy  ut 
fi  ea  reftituere  noluerit  hereticum  eum  pro  hujufmodi  errore  perfevantia 
decememus  (Epift.  Hadrian.  Papse  ad  Carolum  Magnum»  in  Cooci}. 
torn.  viii.  p*S598*) ;  to  which  he  adds  a  reafouy  moft  diredlly  oppofite 
to  his  condu^  that  he  preferred  the  ialvation  of  fouls  and  rule  of 
ifaith  to  the  goods  of  this  tranfitoiy  world* 

they 
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i3iey  could  pay  their  obligations  to  fecure  their  chap. 
eflablifhihent.  By  this  decifive  meafure  they  *  ' 
would  finally  er&dicate  the  claims  of  the  Greeks 
from  the  debafement  of  a  provincial  town,  the 
majefty  of  Rome  would  be  rettored  :  the  Latin 
Chriftians  would  be  united  under  a  fiipretiie 
head^  in  their  ancient  metropolis  ;  and  the  con- 
querors of  the  W4ft  would  receive  their  crown 
from  the  fucceffors  of  St.  Peter.  The  Roman 
church  would  acquire  i  zealous  and  ref|)edtable 
advocate ;  and,  under  the  ihadow  of  the  Carlo- 
vingian  power,  the  bifhop  might  exercife^  with' 
honour  and  fafety,  the  government  of  the  city  ^^ 

Before  the  ruin  of  pagstnifiii  in  Rome,  the  com-»  Corona^ 
petition  for  a  wealthy  biihopric  had  often  been  ^^^^ 
productive  of  tumult  and  bloodihed.     The  peo-  magne  as 
pie  was  lefs  numerous,  but  the  times  were  more  ^^^^ 
lavage,  the  prize  more  important^  and  the  chair  and  of  the 
of  St.  Petigr  was  fiercely  dii|>tited  by  the  leading  ^^ 
^cclefiafiics  who  aQ)ired  to  the  rank  of  fovef  eign.  Bee.  15. 
Theteign  of  Adrian  the  Firft^^  furpaiTes  the  meiu 

^  Fontaninl  confiders  the  emperors  ae  no  more  than  the  advoeatet 
of  ihe  chiirch  (adyocatus  et  defenfor  S»  R.  £,  See  I)ucange>  GUjT.  Lat. 
t^ffu.  i.^.  2^7 i)»  ifis-anta^onUt  Murfttoti  induces  th^  popes  to  be  n«> 
more  than  the  exarchs  of  the  Emperor.  In  the  more  equitable  view 
olMofliekn  (Inftitut.  Hiil.  Ecclef.  p.  964y  i6s.),'ti»y  held  Rome  nnder 
the  empire  as  the  moft  honourable  fpecies  of  fief  or  benefice— -premunm 
turno(5le  caliginofa! 

''^  His  merits  and  hopes  are  fummed  up  in  an  epit^iph  of  thirty-eight: 
yerfes,  of  which  Charlemagne  declares  himfelf  the  author  (ConcU.  torn, 
viii.  p-jao.). 

Poft  patrem  lacrymans  Carohis  hcc  carmina  icripli. 
Tu  mihi  dulcis  amor,  te  modo  plango  pater  •  •  • 
Nomina  jungo  fimul  titulis^clariifime^  noftra 
Adrianus^Carolusy  rex  egoy  tuque  pater. 
Thepoetly  might  be  fU^Hedl)/  Alcuin;  but  the  teai%  the  mpft 
glorious  txibutey  can  only  bcbng  to  Chariemagtie. 

13  fure 
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CHAP,  fure  of  pall  or  fucceeding  ages  ^^j  the  walls  of 
'  Rome,  the  facred  patrimony,  the  ruin  of  the 
Ix)mbards,  and  the  friendfliip  of  Charlemagne, 
were  the  trophies  of  his  fame :  he  fecretly  edi- 
'fied  the  throne  of  his  fucceflbrs,  and  difplayed  in 
a  narrow  fpace  the  virtues  of  a  great  prince.  His 
memory  was  revered  j  but  in  the  next  eleftion, 
a  prieft  of  the  Lateran,  Leo  the  Third,  was  pre- 
ferred to  the  nephew  and  the  favourite  of  Adrian, 
whom  he  had  promoted  to  the  firft  dignities  of 
the  church.  Their  acquiefcence  or  repentance 
difguifed,  above  four  years,  the  blacked  intention 
of  revenge,  till  the  day  of  a  proceffion,  when  a  fu- 
rious band  of  conipirators  difperfed  the  unarmed 
multitude,  and  aflaulted  with  blows  and  wounds 
the  facred  perfon  of  the  pope.  But  their  enterprife 
on  his  life  or  liberty  was  difappointed,  perhaps  by 
their  own  confufion  and  remorfe.  Leo  was  left 
for  dead  on  the  ground ;  on  his  revival  from  the 
fwoon,  the  effedl  of  hislofs  of  blood,  he  recovered 
his  fpeech  and  fight ;  and  this  natural  event  was 
improved  to  the  miraculous  reftorationof  his  eyes 
and  tongue,  of  which  he  had  been  deprived,  twice 
deprived,  by  the  knife  of  the  affafflns  ^\  From 

^  Every  new  pope  is  admoniihed — **  Sandte  Pater,  non  videbis  an- 
«  no8  Petri,"  twenty  five  years.  On  the  whole  feries  the  average  is 
about  eight  years — a  fliort  hope  for  an  ambitious  cardinal. 

'*  The  afliirance  of  Anaftafius  (torn.  iii.  pars  i.  p.  197,  198.)  is  fup- 
ported  by  the  credulity  of  fome  French  annaliils;  but  Eginhard,  and 
other  writers  of  the  Dune  age,  are  more  natural  and  fincere.  **  (Jnus 
«<  ei  occulus  paullulum  eft  laefus,"  fays  John  the  deacon  of  Naples 
(Vit.  Epifcop.  Napol.  in  Scriptores  Muratori,  tom.  i.  pars  ii.  p.  3i2.). 
Theodolphos,  a  contemporary  biihop  of  Orieans,  obferves  with  pnx« 
dence  (L  iii.  carm.  3.), 

Reddita  funt  ?  minim  eft :  minim  eft  auferre  nequifle. 
Eft  tamen  in  dubioi  hinc  mirer  aut  inde  magit* 

his 
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his  prifon,  he  efcaped  to  the  Vatican ;  the  Duke  c  H  A  P. 
of  Spoleto  haftened  to  his  refcue,  Charlemagne  ^^^^ 
fympathifed  in  his  injury,  and  in  his  camp  of  Pa- 
derborn  in  Weftphalia  accepted  or  folicited  a 
vifit  from  the  Roman  pontiff.     Leo  repaffed  the 
Alps  with  a  commiflion  of  counts  and  bifliops, 
the  guards  of  his  fafety  and  the  judges  of  his  in- 
nocence; and  it  was  not  without  relu6lance,  that 
the  conqueror  of  the  Saxons  delayed  till  the 
enfuing  year  the  perfonal  difcharge  of  this  pious 
office.  .  In  his  fourth  and  lall  pilgrimage,  he  was 
received  at  Rome  with  the  due  honours  of  king 
and  patrician :  Leo  was  permitted  to  purge  him- 
felf  by  oath  of  the  crimes  imputed  to  his  charge: 
his  enemies  were  filenced,  and  the  facrilegious 
attempt  againft  his  life  was  puniihed  by  the  mild 
and  infufficient  penalty  of  exile.    On  the  feftival 
of  Chriftmas,  the  laft  year  of  the  eighth  century, 
Charlemagne  appeared  in  the  church  of  St.  Peter ; 
and,  to  gratify  the  vanity  of  Rome,  he  had  ex- 
changed the  fimple  drefs  of  his  country  for  the 
habit  of  a  patrician'^.     After  the  celebration 
of  the  holy  myfteries,  Leo  fuddenly  placed  a 
precious  crown  on  his  head'%  and  the  dome 

'^  Twice,  at  the  requeft  of  Hadrian  and  Leo,  he  appeared  at  Rome, 
—  longa  tunica  et  chlamyde  amidlus,  et  calceamentis  quoque  Romano 
more  fbrmatu.  Eginhard  (c,  xxiii.  p.  109 — 113.)  defcribes,  like  Sue- 
tonius, the  iimplicity  of  his  drefs,  fo  popular  in  the  nation,  that  when 
Charles  the  Bsdd  returned  to  France  in  a  foreign  habit,  the  patriotit: 
dogs  barked  at  the  apoftate  (Gaillard,  Vie  de  Charlmagne,  torn.  iv. 
p.  109.). 

»»  See  Anaiktius  (p.  199.)  and  Eginhard  (c.  xxviii.  p.  124— »xa8.). 
The  un^on  is  mentioned  by  Theophanes  (p.  399.)»  the  oach  by  Sigo- 
nius  (from  the  Ordo  Romanus),  and  the  Pope's  adoration  more  anti« 
quorum  prmcipum,  by  the  Annales  Bertiniani  (Script.  Murator.  torn.  ii. 
pars  ii.  p.  505.). 

refounded 
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c?  H  A  P.  relbutided  with  the  acclamations  of  tft^  people,' 
^^' ^  *^  Lo^ig  life  and  vi^ory  to  Charles,  the  moft 
"  pious  Auguftus^  ci?owned  by  God  the  great  and . 
'<  pacific  Emperor  of  the  Romans  P'   The  head 
and  body  of  Charlemagne  were  conlecrated  by 
the  royal  Un^ion:  after  the  example  of  th^  Cae- 
fars,  he  was  faluted  or  adored  by  the  pontiff ;  his 
coronation  oftth  repreient$  a  promife  to  ijaaintain 
the  faith  and  privileges  of  the  church  ;  and  the 
fjrft  fruits  vere  paid  in  his  rich  offerings  to  the 
ferine  of  th^  iipoftlet     In  hia  familiar  converfa- 
tiop,  th^  emp^qr  protefted  bis  ignorance  of  the. 
intentions  pf  Leo,  which  he  would  have  difap- 
pointed  by  his  abfence  on  that  memorable  day* 
j^ut  the  preparation?  of  the  c6r^mony  muft  havie 
difclofed  the  fegr^t ;  and  the  jourtiey  of  Charle- 
magne reveals  hi^  kno^yledge  and  expeftation: 
he  had  acknowledged  that  the  Imperial  title  was 
liie  objeft  of  his  ambition,  and  a  Roman  fenate 
bad  pronoi;inced,  th^  it  was  the  only  adequate 
reward  of  his  merit  and  fervices®^ 

jRrign  and      The  appellation  of  grmt  has  been;  often  be-. 

ofOi^.  ft^^^d  ^^^  fometime3  deferved,  bi|t  Charle-? 

magne,      MAGNj:  is  tlje  oujy  pxince  in  whofe  lkv»ur  the 
681^8      title h2|.s  beenindiffolubly blended  with  the  name. 


'  **  This  great  event  of  the  tranflation  or  reftoration  of  Uie  empire}  i& 
related  and  ^ifcul!e4  by  NfitaHs  Alexander  (fecul.  ix.  diilert«  i,;^,  39Q 
•-3970>  ^g^  (*^™'  *"•  P'  418.),  Muratori  (Annali  d'ltaliaj  ton^,  vfc 
?•  3  3  9  — 555^0'  Sigonius  (de  Regno  Italiae,  1.  iv.  0pp.  torn,  iii  p*  247^ 
2^1.^  Spanheim  (de  iidia  Tranflatione  Imperil)^  Gian^one,  (tonoi  i. 
P»  39^  -  4P5.)>  St.  Malrc  (AbregeChronologique,tQni.  i,  p.438Tfr450-> 
GaiUard  (HiH;  de  Charlema^e)  torn.  ii.  p. 386-— 446.).  AimcA,^  thefei 
moderns  ha^"e  fome  religious  oriiational  bias. 

■        That 
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Tlmt  name  J  with  the  addition  Qifaini-,  is  inferted  e  H  A  ?^ 
in  the  Roman  ce^lendar  |  apd  the  faint,  by  ^  i*are  ^_^_^^;;^ 
felicity,  is  crowned  with  the  praifes  of  the  hjfto^ 
rians  and  philofbphers  of  an  enlightened  age^** 
His  real  merit  is  doubtlefs  enhanced  by  the  bar-* 
barifm  of  the  nation  and  the  times  from  which  he 
emerged :  but  the  apparent  magnitude  of  an  ob-^ 
je6t  is  likewife  enlarged  by  an  unequal  compa- 
rifon  ;  and  the  ruins  of  Palmyra  derive  a  cafual 
fplendour  from  the  nakednefs  of  the  furrounding 
defert.  Without  injuftice  to  his  fame,  I  may 
difcern  fome  blemifhes  in  the  fan6lity  and  greats 
nefe  of  the  reftorer  of  the  Weftern  ernpire.  Of 
his  moral  virtues^  chaftity  is  not  the  moft  cou^ 
fpicuoxis  "^^ :  but  the  public  happinefs  could  not 
be  materially  injured  by  his  nine  wives  or  cpn^ 
cubines,  the  various  indulgence  of  meaner  or 
more  traniient  i^mours,  the  piultitude  of  his 
bailards  whom  be  bellowed  on  the  church,  and, 
the  long  celibacy  and  Hcentipus  mjtnners  of  his 


'  9'^  By  Mably  (Obfervatlons  fur  rHiftoIre  de  France),' Voltaire  (Illf- 
toire  Generale),  Robertfon  (Hiftory  of  Chiles  V.)  and  Montefquieu 
(Efprit  d^  Loix>  1.  x^xi.  c.  iSU)  In  |he  year  1782,  M.  Gaiilard  pMb- 
lifhedhls  Hiftoire  de  C}iarlemagne  (In  4  vols.  i2mo.)  whiclx  I  have 
freely  and  pra6tably  ufed.  The  author  is  a  man  of  fenfe  and  huma- 
nity ;  and  his  work  is  laboured  with  induftry  and  elegance.  But  I 
have  likewife  examined  the  original  monuments  of  the  reigns  of  Pepin 
and  Charlemagne,  in  the  5  th  volume  of  the  Hiftorians  of  France. 

'^  The  vilioa  of  Weltin,  compofed  by  a  monk,  eleven  years  after 
the  death  of  Chatiemagne,  (hews  him  in  purgatory,  with  a  vultur^  who 
is  perpetually  gnawing  the  guilty  member,  while  the  reft  of  his  bodyt 
the  emblem  of  hi&  virtues,  it  found  and  perfedl  (fee  Gaiilard,  tom«  ii* 
p*  3x7-^160.). 


daughters,* 
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CHAP,  daughters '%  whom  the  father  was  fufpe6led  of 
^^^^*  loving  with  too  fond  a  paffion.  I  fliall  be  fcarcely 
permitted  to  accufe  the  ambition  of  a  conqueror  j 
but  in  a  day  of  equal  retribution,  the  fons  of  his 
brother  Carloman,  the  Merovingian  princes  of 
Aquitain,  and  the  four  thoufand  five  hundred 
Saxons  who  were  beheaded  on  the  fame  fpot, 
would  have  fomething  to  allege  againftthe  juftice 
and  humanity  of  Charlemagne.  His  treatment 
of  the  vanquifhed  Saxons*^  was  an  abufe  of  the 
right  of  conqueft ;  his  laws  were  not  lefs  fan- 
guinary  than  his  arms,  and  in  the  difcuffion  of 
his  motives,  whatever  is  fubtraSled  from  bigotry 
mull  be  imputed  to  temper.  The  fedentary 
reader  is  amazed  by  his  inceffant  a6livity  of  mind 
and  body;  and  his  fubje6ls  and  enemies  were  not 
lefs  ailonifhed  at  his  fudden  prefence,  at  the  mo- 
ment when  they  believed  him  at  the  moft  diftant 
extremity  of  the  empire ;  neither  peace  nor  war, 
nor  fummer  nor  winter,  wereafeafon  of  repofe: 
andpur  fancy  cannot  eafily  reconcile  the  annals  of 
his  reign  with  the  geography  of  his  expeditions. 


^  The  ixuurmge  of  Eginhard  with  Imma>  daughter  of  Charle- 
magney  is^  in  my  opmion}  fufficiently  refuted  by  the  probrum  and 
fu/picio  that  fuUied  thefe  fair  damfels,  without  excepting  his  own  wife 
(c.  xiz.  p.  98 — 100.  cum  Notis  Schmincke).  The  hufband  muit  have 
been  too  ftrong  for  the  hiftorian. 

^  Befidet  the  maflacres  and  tranfmigrations,  the  pain  of  death  was 
pronounced  againft  the  following  crimes  :  i.  The  refufal  of  baptlfm. 
a.  The  falfe  pretence  of  baptifm.  3.  A  relapfe  to  idolatry.  4.  The 
murder  of  a  prieft  or  biihop.  5.  Human  facrifices.  6<  Eating  meat  in 
LeQt.  But  every  crime  muft  be  expiated  by  baptifm  or  penance 
(Gafllardy  torn.  ii.  p.  241 — 247*):  ^nd  the  Chriilian  Saxons  became, 
the  friends  and  equals  of  the  Franks  (Stniv,  Corpus  Hid.  Germanicse> 

But 
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But  this  afiiivity  wai  a  national  rather  than  a  per-  c  H  A  IP 
fonal  virtue ;  the  vagrant  life  of  a  Frank  was  ,^^\ 
Ipent  in  the  chafe,  in  pilgrimage,  in  military  ad- 
ventures ;  atnd  the  journies  of  Charlemagne  were 
diftinguiihed  only  by  a  more  numerous  train  and 
-a  more  importatkt  purpofe.  His  military  renowh 
muft  be  tried  by  the  fcrutiny  of  his  troops,  his 
enemies,  and  his  a6):ions.  Alexander  conquered 
with  the  arms  of  Philip,  but  the  two  heroes  who 
preceded  Charlemagne,  bequeathed  him  their 
name,  their  examples,  and  the  companions  of 
their  vi6kories.  At  the  head  of  his  veteran  and 
fuperior  armies,  he  oppreffed  the  favage  or  de- 
generate nations,  who  were  incapable  of  con- 
federating  for  their  common  fafety:  nor  did  he 
ever  encounter  an  equal  antagonift  in  numbers, 
in  difcipline,  or  in  arms* '  The  fcience  of  war  has 
been  loft  and  revived  with  the  arts  of  peace ;  but 
his  <;ampaigns  are  not  illuftrated  by  any  fiege  or 
battle  of  fingular  difficulty  and  fuccefd ;  and  he 
might  behold,  with  en\^y,  the  Saracen  trophies  of 
his  grandfather.  Afl^er  his  Spaniih  expedition, 
his  rear-guard  was  defeated  in  the  I^renaean 
fnotintains ;  and  the  foldiers,  whofe  fituation  was 
irretrievable,  and  whofe  valour  was  ufelefs,  might 
accufe,  with  their  laft  breath,  the  want  of  (kill  or 
caution  of  their  general*^.  I  touch  with  r^ 
verence  the  laws  of  Charlemagne,  fo  highly  ap- 
j^aiided  by  a  relpe6fcable  judge.     They  compofe 

^In  dus  action  the  famous  Rutland»  Rolando^  Orlando^  was  flain 
-^cum  pluribus  aliis.  See  the  truth  in  Eginhard  (c.  9*  p.  51—56.} 
and  the  fable  in  an  ingenious  Supplement  of  M.^pa^Uard  (te^.iii. 
p.  474).  The  Spaniards  are  too  proud  of  a  vidiory  which  hiftorx . 
Scribes  to  the  CafcoliS)  and  romance  to  t^^  Sanlcehs. 

r6L.  IX.  N  not 
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CHAP,  not  a  fyftem,  but  a  feries,  of  occafional  and  mP 
^^^'  nute  edicts,  for  the  corre6lion  of  abufes,  the  re- 
formation of  manners,  the  oeconomy  of  his  farms, 
the  care  of  his  poultry,  and  even  the  lale  of  his 
eggs.  He  wifhed  to  improve  the  laws  and  the 
charadler  of  the  Franks  ;  and  his  attempts,  how- 
ever feeble  and  imperfect,  are  deferving  of  praife  ; 
the  inveterate  evils  of  the  times  were  fulpended 
or  molified  by  his- government'^  ;  but  in  his  in- 
^itutions  I  canfeldom  difcover  the  general  views 
and  the  immortal  ipirit  of  a  legiflator,  who  fur- 
vives  himfelf  for  the  benefit  of  pofterity.  The 
tmion  and  liability  of  his  empire  depended  on 
the  life  of  a  fingle  man :  he  imitated  the  dan- 
gerous practice  of  dividing  his  kingdoms  among 
his  fons;  and,  after  his  numerous  diets,  the  whole 
conilitution  was  left  to  fluctuate  between  the 
diforders  of  anarchy  and  delpotifm.  His  efteem 
for  the  piety  and  knowledge  of  the  clergy 
tempted .  him  to  entruft  that  afpiring  order  with 
temporal  dominion  arid  civil  jurifdi6tion ;  and 
his  fon  Lewis,  when  he  was  ftripped  and  de- 
graded by  the.  bifhops,  might  accufe,  in  fome 
meafure,  the  imprudence  of  his  father.  His 
laws  enforced  the  impofition  of  tithes,  becaule 
the  daemons  had  proclaimed  in  the  air  that  the. 
default  of  payment  had  been  the  caufe  of  the  laft 
fcarcity'*?'.     iThe  literary  merits  of  Charlemagne 

arei 

*°°  Yet  Schmidt,  from  the  beft  authorities,  reprefent«  the  inteaor 
diforders  and  opprelHoh  of.  his  reign  (Hift.  des  AUeiQandsy  torn,  u^ 

P-45— 490-*  ■ 

'*'  Omnis  homo  ex  fua  proprietate  legitimam  dieciHum  aa  ec* 
clefiam*  cCnfer^t.     £xperim«ntQ  enim  didicimus,  in  annoy  que  illii 
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are  atteiled  by  the  foundation  of  fchools,  the  chap* 
intro4u£lion  of  arts,  the  works  which  were  pub-  ,  ^^^' 
lifhed  in  his  name^  and  bis  familiar  connection 
with  the  fubje£ls  and  ftrangers  whom  he  invited 
to  his  court  to  educate  both  the  prince  and 
people*  His  own  fludies  were  tardy,  laborious, 
and  imperfedt ;  if  he  ipoke  Latin,  and  under- 
flood  Greek,  he  derived  the  rudiments  of  know- 
ledge from  converfation,  rather  than  from  books  $ 
and,  in  his  mature  age,  the  Emperor  drove  to 
acquire  the  practice  of  writing,  which  every 
peafant  now  learns  in  his  infancy  '°\  The  gram- 
mar and  logic,  the  mufic  and  allronomy,  of  the 
times,  were  only  cultivated  as  the  handmaids  of 
fuperflition ;  but  the  curiofity  of  the  human 
mind  mull  ultimately  tend  to  its  improvement, 
and  the  encouragement  of  learning  reflects  the 
pureft  and  mod  pleafing  ludre  on  the  chara6ber  of 
Charlemagne '^^    The  dignity  of  his.  perfon'% 

the 

Valida  £unes  irrepfit*  ebullire  vacuas  annonas  a  daemonibus  devoratasy 
et  voces  exprobationis  auditas.  Such  is  the  decree  and  aflertion  of  the 
l^reat  Council  of  Frankfort  (canon  xxv.  toin«ix.  p.  105.  Both  Selden 
(Hift.  of.  Tithes ;  Work8>  vol*  iii.  part  ii.  p,  z X46O  and  Montefquieu 
(£^rit  des  Loixy  1.  xxxi.  c.  12.)  reprefent  Charlemagne  as  the  firft  legai 
author  of  tithes.  Such  obligations  have  country  gentlemen  to  hit 
xnemory! 

'"*'  Eginhard  (c.  35*  p^  119.)  clearly  affirms*  tentabat  et  fcribere  •  •  • 
^id  paruih  profpere  fncceffit  labor  prepofterus  et  fero  inchoatus.  The 
modems  have  perverted  and  corre6led  this  obvious  meanings  and  the 
title  of  M.  Gailiard's  Diflertation  (tom«iii.  p.  24 7 — 260.)  betrays  his 
partiality. 

"^  See  Gaillard>tom.  iii.  p.  138—176.  and  Schmidt)  torn.  ii.  p.  zai 
— >I29. 

""^  M.  Gaillard  (torn.  iii.  p»  372.)  fixes  the  true  fiature  of  Charle- 
magne (fee  a  BifTertation  of  Marquard  Freher  ad  calcem  Eginhart, 
p.  2209  .&€.)  at  five  feet  nine  inches  of  French^  about  fix  feet  one  inch 
and  a  fourth  Englilh  mcafure.    The  romance  writers  have  increafed  it 

N  2  U 
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c  If  A  P.  *^h^  length  of  his  reign,  the  proJ(J)erity  ofliis  artnu^ 

XL^.    the  vigour  of  his  government,  and  the  reverence 

of  diftant  nations,    diftinguifh  him   from   the 

royal  crowd ;  and  Europe  dates  a  ijew  flfera  from 

his  refloration  of  the  Weftern  empire. 

Extent  of       That  empire  was  not  unworthy  of  its  title  "^ ; 

^¥m^  and  ibme  of  the  feireft  kingdoms  of  Europe 
.  were  the  patrimony  or  conqueft  of  a  prince, 
Vrho  reigned  at  the  fame  time  in  France,  Spain, 
Italy,  Germany,  and  Hungary'^*.  I.  The  Roman 
province  of  Gaul  hafd  been  transformed  into  the 
name  and  monarchy  of  France  ;  but,  in  the  decay 
of  the  Merovingian  line,  its  limits  were  con- 
tradled  by  the  independence  of  the  Britons 
and  the  revolt  of  Aquitain.  Charlemagne  pur* 
filed,  and  confined,  the  Britons  on  the  fliores 
of  the  ocean  j  and  that  ferocious  tribe,  whofe 
origin  and  language  are  fo  different  from  the 
t'rench,  was  chaftifed  by  the  impofition  of 
tribute,  hoilages,  and  peace.  After  a  long 
and  evafive  conteft,  the  rebellion  of  the  dukes 

to  eight  feet,  and  th?  giant  xiras  endowed  with  nuktchlefs  flrength  anci 
appetite :  at  a  fingle  firoke  of  his  good  fword  Jofiufcy  he  cut  aTuiidev 
an  horieman  and  his  horfe ;  at  a  fingle  rq>aft  he  devoured  a  goo&y  twQ 
6wlty  a  quarter  of  mutton,  &c« 

'^^  See  the  concife,  but  corre<5l  and  original,  work  of  D'AnviUe  (Etite 
formes  en  Europe  apres  hi  Chute  de  I'^mpire  domain  &i  Occident, 
Patis)  177I9  in  4to.)^  whofe  map  includes  the  empire  of  duu-leniagne^ 
the  different  parts  are  illuftrated,  by  Valefius  (Notitia  QallianHOk)  for 
France,  Beretti  (DiilerUtip  Chorographica)  for  Italy,  de  Marca  (Mafcs 
Hiipanica)  for  Spain.  For  the  middle  geography  of  Gennany,  I  coo^ 
fefs  niyielf  poor  and  destitute. 

'°^  Af^er  a  brief  relation  of  his  wars  and  conquefts  (Vit.  CardU 
G.  5-1^14*),  E^hhard  recapitulates,  in  a  few  wc^ds  (c.  I5»),  the 
countries  fobjeA  to  his  empke.  Stmvlus  (Corpus  Hift.  Qennan* 
p.  xiS^X49.)  hat'inferted  in  his  Notes  the  teacts  of  thei  old  Cfaro^ 
tides. 

of 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  1*1 

qf'Aquitain  was  puniflied  by  the  forfeiture  of  chap. 
their  province,  their  liberty,  and  their  lives.  ,^^ 
Harfh  and  rigorous  would  have  been  fuch  treat- 
ment of  ambitious  governoi's  j  who  had  too  faith- 
fully copied  the  mayors  of  the  palace.  But  a 
recent  difcovery  '°^  has  proved  that  thefe  un- 
happy  princes  were  the  laft  and  lawful  heirs  of 
the  blood  and  fceptreofClovis,a  younger  branch, 
from  the  brother  of  Dagobert,  of  the  Merovin- 
gian houfe.  Their  ancient  kingdom  was  reduced 
to  the  dutchy  of  Gafcogne,  to  the  counties  of, 
Fefenzac  and  Armagnac,  at  the  foot  of  the  Pyre- 
necs:  their  race  was  propagated  till  the  begin- 
ning of  the  fixteenth  century^  and,  after  furviving 
their  Carlovingian  tyrants,  they  were  referved  to 
feel  the  injuftice  or  the  favours  of  a  third  dynafty. 
By  the  re-union  of  Aquitain,  France  was  enlarged 
to  its  prefent  boundaries,  with  the  additions  of 
the  Netherlands  and  Spain,  as  far  as  the  Rhine. 
II.  The  Saracens  had  been  expelled  from  France  Spaiiu 
by  the  grandfather  and  father  of  Charlemagne  } 
but  they  ftill  poffefled  the  greateft  part  of  Spain,  / 
from  the  rock  of  Gibraltar  to  the  Pyrenees. 
Amidft  their  civil  divifions,  an  Arabian  emir  of 
Saragofla  implored  his  protection  in  the  diet  of 
Paderborn.  Charlemagne  undertook  the  expe- 
dition, reftored  the  emir,  and,  without  diftindlion 


^'^'^  Of  a  charter  granted  to  the  monafiery  of  Alaoa  (A.  D.  845)  by 
CJiarles  the  Bald>  which  deduces  this  royal  pedigree.  I  doubt  whether 
fome  fubfequent  links  of  the  ixth  and  xth  centuries  are  equally  firm ;  yet 
the  whole  is  approved  and  defended  by  M.Gaillard(toin.  ii.  p.  60 — 81. 
303 — 2o6.)»  who  ai^rms  that  the  family  of  Montefquieu  (not  of  the 
Prefident  de  Montefquieu)  is  defcended  in  the  female  line  from  Clotaire 
and  CloVis — an  innocent  pretenfion ! 

N  3  of 
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CHAP,  of  faith,  impartially  crufhed  the  refiftance  of  the 
XLVL^  Chriftians,  and  rewarded  the  obedience  and  fer- 
vice  of  the  Mahometans.  In  his  abfence  he 
inllituted  the  Spanifli  march  "%  which  extended 
from  the  Pyrenees  to  the  river  Ebro :  Barcelona 
was  the  refidence  of  the  French  governor:  he 
pofleiTedthe  counties  of  Roti/illon  and  Catalonia; 
and  the  infant  kingdoms  of  Navarre  and  Arragon 

Italy.  were  fubjeft  to  his  jurifdi6fcion.  III.  As  King  of 
the  Lombards,  and  patrician  of  Rome,  he  reign- 
ed over  the  greateft  part  of  Italy  '^•,  a  tra6t  of  a 
thoufand  miles  from  the  Alps  to  the  borders  of 
Calabria.  The  dutchy  of  Beneventum^  a  Lorn- 
bard  fief,  had  fpread,  at  the  expence  of  the 
Greeks,  over  the  modem  kingdom  of  Naples. 
But  Arrechis,  the  reigning  duke,  refufed  to  be 
included  in  the  flavery  of  his  country ;  aflumed 
the  independent  title  of  prince ;  and  oppofed 
his  fword  to  the  Carlovingian  monarchy.  His 
defence  was  firm,  his  fubmifiion  was  not  inglo- 
rious, and  the  Emperor  was  content  ^ith  an 
eaiy  tribute,  the  demolition  of  his  fortrefles, 
and  the  acknowledgment,  on  his  coins,  of  a 
fupreme  lord.  The  artful  flattery  of  his  fon 
Grimoald  added  the  appellation  of  father,  but 
he  afferted  his  dignity  with  prudence,  and  Bene- 

'^  The  governors  or  counts  of  the  Spanifli  inarch  revolted  from 
Charles  the  Simple  about  the  year  900;  and  a  poor  pittance^  the 
Roufillon,  has  been  recovered  in  164a  by  the  kings  of  France  (Loq- 
guenie,  Defcription  de  la'  France,  torn.  i.  p.  aao — aaa.).  Yet  the 
Roufillon  contains  188,900  fubjeAs,  and  annually  pays  296009000 
livres  (Necker,  Adminiftration  des  Finances,  torn.  i.  p.  278 — 279.); 
more  people  perhaps,  and  doubtlefs  more  money,  than  the  march  of 
Charlemagne. 

"'^  Schmidti  Hift.  des  Al]emandd>  torn.  it.  p.  200,  &c. 

ventum 
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▼entum  infenfibly  efcaped  from  the  French  c  H  a  p. 
yoke"°.  IV.  Charlemagne  was  the  firft  who  XLix^ 
united  Germany  under  the  fame  fceptre.  The  Germany, 
name  of  Oriental  France  is  preferved  in  the  circle 
of  Franconia  ;  and  the  people  of  Hejfe  and  2%m- 
ringia  were  recently  incorporated  with  the  vic- 
toi-s,  by  the  conformity  of  religion  and  govern- 
ment. The  Alemanni^  fo  formidable  to  the 
Romans,  were  the  faithful  vaiTals  and  con- 
federates of  the  Franks ;  and  their  country  was 
infcribed  within  the  modern  limits  of  Alface^ 
S*wabiay  and  Switzerland.  The  BavarianSj  with 
a  fimilar  indulgence  of  their  laws  and  manners, 
were  lefs  patient  of  a  mailer:  the  repeated  trea- 
fons  of  Tafillo  juftified  the  abolition  of  her  here- 
ditary dukes ;  and  their  power  was  Ihared  among 
the  counts,  who  judged  and  guarded  that  im- 
portant frontier.  But  the  north  of  Germany, 
from  the  Rhine  and  beyond  the  Elbe,  was  ftill 
hoftile  and  Pagan;  nor  was  it  till  after  a  war  of 
thirty-three  years  that  the  Saxons  bowed  under 
the  yoke  of  'Chrift  and  of  Charlemagne.  The 
idols  and  their  votaries  were  extirpated :  the 
foundation  of  eight  biflioprics,  of  Munfter,  0£ha- 
burgh,  Paderbom,  and  Minden,  of  Bremen, 
Verden,  Hildeflieim,  and  Halberftadt,  define,  on 
cither  fide  of  the  Wefer,  the  bounds  of  ancient 
Saxony;  thefe  epifcopal  feats  were  the  firft 
fchools  and  cities  of  that  favage  land ;  and  the 
religion  and  humanity  of  the  children  atoned, 
in  fome  degree,  for  the  maflacre  of  the  parents. 
Beyond  the  Elbe,  the  Slavic  or  Sclavonians,  of' 

;^  See  Giajiiione»  toin«  L  p.  374f  375f  auui  the  Annalt  of  Muratori. 

N  4  fimilar 
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CHAP,  fifioilar    manners    and  various  denominations,. 

^^^'  overipread  the  modern  dominions  of  Pruffia^Po* 
land,  and  Bohemia,  and  fome  tranfient  marks  of 
obedience  have  tempted  the  French  hiftorian  to 
extend  the  empire  to  the  Baltic  and  the  Viftula* 
The  concj^iieft  or  converiion  of  thofe  countries  is 
of  a  more  recent  age  j  but  the  firft  union  of  J3o- 
ksima  with  the  Germanic  body  may  be  juftly 

Hungary,  ascribed  to  the  arms  of  Charlemagne.  V.  He 
retaliated  on  the  Avars»  or  Huns,  of  Pannonia,. 
the  fame  calamities  which  they  had  inflicted  on 
the  nations.  Their  rings,  the  wooden  fortifica- 
tions wliich  encircled  their  diftridts  and  villages, 
were  broken  down  by  the  triple  effort  of  a  French 
army,  that  was  poured  into  their  country  by 
land  and  water  through  the  Carpathian  moun^ 
t^ns  and  along  the  plain  of  tlie  Danube.  After 
a  bloody  ccaifli6l  of  eight  years,  the  lofs  of  fome 
5'r^n<;h  generals  was  avenged  by  the  flaughter 
of  the  moft  noble  Huns :  the  relics  of  the  na* 
tion  fubmitted  :  the  ro3ral  refidjsnce  q£  the  cba* 
gan  was  left  deibUte  s^nd  unknown  y  and  the 
treafures,  the  rapine  of  two  l^ndred  apd  iSfty 
years,  enriched  the  vi^orious  troops^  or  de- 
corated the  churches  of  Italy  and  Gaul"'. 
Ailer  the  redu^ion  of  Pannonia,  the  empire 
of  Charlemagne  was  bouuded  only  by  the  con- . 
fliiijc  of  the  Danube  with  the  Teyfs  and  the 
Sftve:  the  prx)vinces  of  Iftria,.Liburnia,.andDal- 

/"  QfixA  pra^ia  in  eo  gefia!  quantum  iang^inis  efilium  fit !  Tei^ 
tatur  vacua  omni  habitatione  Pannoniay  et  locus  in  quo  regia  Cagani 
fuit  ita  defertusy  ut  ne  veftigium  quidem  humanse  habxtadonis  appareat. 
Tota  in  hoc  bello  Hunn(N*um  nobilltas  periit»  tota  gloria  decidit^  omnis 
pecuntaiet congefti  ex. longot^ropore  ^ei^uridireptifiiitt. 

matia. 
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matia^  were  an  eafy,  though  unprofitable,  accef-  chap. 
iion  ;  and  it  was  an  effect  of  hi&  moderation,  that  ,^^' 
be  left  the  maritime  cities  under  the  real  or 
ijominal  fovereignty  of  the  Greeks.  But  thefe 
diftaut  poiTeffions  added  more  to  the  reputation 
than  to  the  power  of  the  Latin  Emperor ;  nor 
did  he  riik  any  ecclefiaftical  foundations  to 
reclaim  the  Barbarians  from  their  vagrant  life 
and  idolatrous  worfliip.  Some  canals  of  com- 
munication between  the  rivers,  the  Saone  and 
tbe  Meofe,  the  Rhine  and  the  Danube,  were 
£guntly  attempted.*'*..  Their  execution  would 
have  vivified  the  empire ;  and  more  coft  and^ 
labour  wete  often  wafted  in  the  ilru^ure  of  a 
cathedral. 

If  we  retrace  the  outlines  of  this  geographical  Hie  neigh. 
p]£ture^  it  will  be  feen  that  the  empire  of  the  ^^^** 
Franks  extended,  between  eB&  and  weil,from  the 
Ebro  to  the  Pbe  or  Viftiii*^;  between  the  nortb 
aEulfbatb,  from  the  dutchy  of  Beneventum  to  the. 
fiver  Eyder,  tbe  perpetual  boun  dary  of  Germany 
and  Demmrk..  The  perfonal  and  political  im« 
portance  of  Charlemagne  was  magnified  by  the 
diftrefe  and  divifion  of  the  reft  of  Europe.  The. 
iilands  of  Great  Britaia  and  Ireland  were  dif- 
puted  by  a  crowd,  of  princes  of  S^xon  ot  Scottifli 
origin ;  and,  after  the  lofs  of  Spain,  the  Chriftian 


"'  The  juadlioD  of  the  Rhine  asd  Dfetnube  \n»  undertaken  only 
for  the  lemce  of  the  Paaoonian  war  (GsuUardy  Vie  de  Charlemagne, 
torn.  IL  p.  3121— 3i5«)i  The  canaly  which  would  have  been  only  two 
leagues-  in  lengthy  and  of  whidi  feme  traces  are  fliU  extant  in  Swabia, 
^VMM  intempted  hy  exaeffive  rains^  mililary  avocatioiisy  and  fugerfiitioua 
fearsr  (^sipflia^  Hift.  de  I'Academie  de«  Infiaiptionst  tom.xviiL 
p.  256.     Molfmina  fluviorum)  &c.  jungendorum»  p-59— 6j^.)* 

and 
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CHAP,  and  Gothic  kingdom  of  Alphonfo  the  Chafte  waS 
^^  ^  confined  to  the  narrow  range  of  the  Afluiian 
mountains.     Thefe  petty  fovereigns  revered  the 
power  or  virtue  of  the  Carlovingian  monarchy 
implored  the  honour  and  fupport  of  his  alliance^ 
and  ftyled  him  their  common  parent,  the  fole  and 
llipreme  Emperor  of  the  Weft  "^ .   He  maintained, 
a  more  equal  intercourfe  with  the  caliph  Harun 
al  Rafliid"%  whole  dominion  ftretched  from 
Africa  to  India,  and  accepted  from  his  ambafla- 
dors  a  tent,  a  water-clock,  an  elephant,  and  the 
keys  of  the  holy  fepulchre.-   It  is  not  eafy  to 
conceive  the  private  friendfhip  of  a  Frank  ^nd  an 
Arab,  who  were  ftrangers  to  each  other's  per- 
fon,  and  language,  and  religion :  but  their  public 
correfpondence  was  founded  on  vanity,  and  their 
remote  fituation  left  no  room  for  a  competition 
of  intereft.   Two-thirds  of  the  Weftem  empire  of 
Rome  were  fubje6t  to  Charlemagne,  and  the  de- 
ficiency was  amply  fupplied  by  his  command  of 
the  inacceffible  or  invincible  nations  of  Germany, 
But  in  the  choice  of  his  enemies,  we  may  be  rea- 
fonably  furprifed  that  he  fo  often  preferred  the 
poverty  of  the  north  to  the  riches  of  the  fouth. 
The  three-and-thirty  campaigns  laborioufly  con- 
fiimed  in  the  woods  and  morafles  of  Germany, 

»"  See  Eginhardy  c.  i6.  and  Gaillard,  tom.ii.  p.  361 — 385.,  who 
mentionsy  with  a  loofe  reference^  the  intercourfe  of  Charlemagne  and 
Egbert)  the  Emperor^s  gift  of  his  own  fword»  and  the  modeft  aniwer 
of  hit  Saxon  diicipie*  The  anecdote»  if  genuine*  would  have  adorned 
our  Englilh  hiftories. 

"^  The  correfpondence  is  mentioned  only  in  the  French  annalsy  and 
the  Orientals  are  ignorant  of  the  caliph's  fnendflup  for  the  Cbrjfiian 
dog — a  polite  appeIlatioD»  whkh  Harun  beftows  on  the  Emperor  of 
thcGredUb 

would 
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-would  have  fufficed  to  affert  the  amplitude  of  his  c  H  A  E. 
title  by  the  expulfion  of  the  Greeks  from  Italy  and  ^^^ 
the  Saracens  from  Spain.     The  weaknefs  of*  the 
Greeks  would  have  enfured  an  eafy  vi6lory :  and 
tiie  holy  crufade  againft  the  Saracens  would  have 
been  prompted  by  glory  and  revenge,  and  loudly 
juftified  by  religion  and  policy.     Perhaps,  in  his 
expeditions  beyond  the  Rhine  and  the  Elbe,  he 
afpired  to  fave  his  monarchy  from  the  fate  of 
the  Roman  empire,  to  difarm  the  enemies  of  ci- 
vilized fociety,  and  to  eradicate  the  feed  of  future 
emigrations.     But  it  has  been  wifely  obferved, 
that  in  a  light  of  precaution,  all  conqueft  muft 
be  ineflFeftual,  unlefs  it  could  be  univerfal;  Gnce 
the  increafing  circle  muft  be  involved  in  a  larger 
iphere  of  hoftility"^     The  fubjugation  of  Ger- 
many withdrew  the  veil  which  had  fo  long  con- 
cealed the  continent  or  iflands  of  Scandina\'ia 
from  the  knowledge  of  Europe,  and  awakened  the 
torpid  courage  of  their  barbarous  natives.    The 
fierceft  of  the  Saxon  idolaters  efcaped  from  the 
Chriftian  tyrant  to  their  brethren  of  the  North; 
the  Ocean  and  Mediterranean  were   covered 
with  their  piratical  fleets;  and  Charlemagne  be- 
held with  a  figh  the  deftru6live  progrefs  of  the 
Normans,  who,  in  lefs  than  feventy  years,  pre- 
cipitated the  fall  of  his  race  and  monarchy. 

Had  the  pope  and  the  Romans  revived  the  pri-  His  fuc- 
mitive  conftitution,  the  titles  of  emperor  and  ^*^5^ 
Auguftus  were  conferred  on  Charlemagne  for  the  814—887, 

in  Italy; 
"5  Gaillard,  tom*ii.  p.  361 — 365.  471 — ^476- 49*.     I  have  bor- 
rowed, his  judicious  remarks  on  Charlemagne's  plan  of  conquefl*  and 
the  ju^cious  diftin^on  of  his  enemies  of  the  firft  and  the  fecond 
^fttceinte  (torn.  ii.  p.  i&4*  5091  &c.]. 

term 
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c.H  AP^  term  of -his  life ;  and  his  fucceffors,  on  ei(3ivzr 
^ j^J^V.  cancy,  rauft  have  afcended  the  throne  by  a  fotirial 
911  in       or  tacit  ele6lion.     Bat  the  aflbciation  of  his  fon 
Germany;  Lewis  the  Pious  a0erts  the  independent  right  o^' 
Franc^.      iponarchy  and  conqueil,  and  the  Emperor  feems 
on  this  occaiioa  to  have  forefeet  and  prevented 
AJD.  813.  the  latent  claims  of  the  clergy.    The  royal  youth 
\ya6  commanded  to  take  the  crdwn  from  the  altar^ 
and  with  his  own  hands  to  place  it  on  his  head^. 
as  a  gift  which  he  h^ld  from  God,  his  father,  and.' 
the  nation  "^    The  fame  ceremony  was  repeated/ 
though  with  left  energy,  in  the  fubfequent  aflb- 
ciations  of  Lothaire  and  Lewis  the  Second  >  the^ 
Carlovingian  fceptre  was  tranlfimtfed  from  fa^ 
ther  to  fon  in  a  lineal  defcenft  of  four  genera* 
tions)  and  the  ambition  of  the  popes  i¥as  reduced: 
to  the  empty  honour  of  crowning  and  anomt--: 
ingthefe  hereditary  princes  who  were  aUeaidy^ 
iavefted  with  their  power  and  dominion-.     Tte 
Lewis  the  pjous  Lewis  furvived  bis  brothers,  and  emfamceid 
A^b.     *l^®  whole    empire    of  Charlemagne ;  but  the 
gi4— 840.  naJtipns  and  th^. nobles,  his  btibops  aiid  his  chil- 
dren, q^icJkly  difceimed  tlhajt  this  miglrty  inrfs 
was  no  longer  ini|)ired  by  t&d  &ine  foiil;  and 
the  foxwidations  were  unde^miDied  to  the  centre, 
while  the  external  fuarface  was  yet  fmr  and  en* 
tire.     After  a  war,  or  battle,  which  con&lixted 
one    hundred   thotifand   Franksy  the    empire 

"*^  Tliegan>  the  biographer  of  Lewis,  relates  this  coronation;  and^ 
B^onius  has  honeftiy  tranfcribed  it  (A.D.  813,  N^  13,  &c.  See 
Gaillard,  torn.  ii.  p.  506, 507, 508.),  howfoever  adverfe  to  the  claims  of 
the  popesr  For  the  feries  of  th«  Carlbvingians,  fee  the  hiftorians  of 
France, .  Italy,  and  Germany;  Pfeflfel,  Schmidt,  Velly,  Muratori, 
and!  even  Toltdre,  whofe  pi^ures  are  fbmetimes  juft  and  always 
pleafing.  .  .        -     . 

was 
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^as  divided  by  treaty  between  his  three  "fous,  c  H  A  P. 
^hp  had  violated  every  filial  and  fraternd  duty.  .^^^^ 
The  kingdoms  of  Germany  and  France  were  for  Lothaire  l 
^verfeparatedj  the  provinces  of  Gaul,  between     ^'^' 
the  Rhone  and  the  Alps,  the  Meufe  and  the    ^^^^  ^  ' 
Rhine,  were  affigned,  with  Italy^  to  the  Imperial 
dignity  of  Lothaire.     In  the  partition  of  hiis; 
(hare,  Lorraine  and  Aries,  two  recent  and  tran^ 
fitory  kingdoms,  were  beftowed  on  the  younger 
^children;  and  Lewis- the  Second,  his  eldeft  fon,  Lewis ii. 
was  content  with  the  realm  of  Italy,  the  proper     ^' 
and  fuffident  patrimony  of  a  Roman  emperoi:. 
On  his  death  without  any  male  iflue,  the  vacant  .  "^ 

throne  was  difputed  by  his  uncles  and  coufins^ 
and  the  popes  moft  dexteroufly  fei^ed  the  occa^ 
^on  of  judging  the  claims  and  merits  of  the  canr 
didates,  and  6f  beftowing  on  the  moft  obfequi* 
ous,or  nioft  liberal,  the^Imperial  office  of  advocate 
of  the  Roman  church.     The  dreg«  of  the  Carr 
lovingian  race  no  longer  exhibited  anyfynoptoms 
of  virtue  or  power,  and  the  ridiculous  epithets  bf 
the  baM^  ihejtammerery  the^/,  and  the^^^^ 
diftinguiflied  the  tame  and  uniform  featured  of 
a  crowd  of  kings  alike  defer  ving  of  oMivibn^    By 
the  failure  of  the  collateral  branches,  the  whole 
inheritance  devolved  to  Charles  the  Fat,  the  laft 
emperor  of  his  family :  his  infaniity  authonilpd 
the  defertion  of  Germany,  Italy  and  France: 
b«  w^s  depofed  in  a  diet,  and  Iblicited  his  daily  Divifionof 
bread  from  the  rebels  by  ^iyhofe  contempt  bis  theempire, 
life  and  liberty  had  been  fpared.     According  to 
the  meafure  of  their  force.,  tha  gqyeirnors,  the 
bifhops,  and  the  lords,  ufurped  the  fragments  of 
the  falling  empire  J  andfome  preference  was fliewn 
^  to 
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CHAP,  to  the  female  or  illegitimate  blood  of  Charle*^ 
^^j;^^  magne.    Of  the  greater  part,  the  title  and  pot 
feffion  were  alike  doubtful^  arid  the  merit  was 
adequate  to  the  contra6led  fcalc  of  their  domi- 
nions*    Thofe  who  could  appear  with  an  army 
at  the  gates  of  Rome  were  crowned  emperors  in 
the  Vatican;  but  their  modefty  was  more  fre- 
quently fatisfied  with  the  appellation  of  kings  of 
Italy ;  and  the  whole  term  of  feventy-four  years 
may  be  deemed  a  vacancy,  from  the  abdication 
of  Charles  the  Fat  to  the  eftablilhment  of  Otho 
the  Firft. 
Otho  King      Otho  *•'  was  of  the  noble  race  of  the  dukes  of 
of  Ger-      Saxony ;  and  if  he  truly  defcended  from  Witikind^ 
ftoresand    the  advcrfary  and  profelyte  of  Charlemagne,  the 
appropri-    pofterity  of  a  vanquiflied  people  was  exalted  to 
Weftem     feign  over  their  conquerors.     His  father  Henry 
empire,      the  Fowlcr  was  ele6led,  by  the  fuffrage  of  the 
'  ^  *'  nation,  to  fave  and  inftitute  the  kingdom  of  Ger- 
many.    Its  limits  "^  were  enlarged  on  every  fide 
by  his  fon,  the  firft  and  greateft  of  the  Othos.    A 
portion  of  Gaul  to  the  weft  of  the  Rhine,  along 
the  banks  of  the  Meufe  and  the  Mofelle,  was 
aifigned  to  the  Germans,  by  whofe  blood  and 

"^  He  was  the  fon  of  Otho,  the  fon  of  Ludolph,  In  whofe  favour 
the  dutchy  of  Saxony  had  been  inlHtuted,  A.D.  858.  Ruotgenisy 
the  biographer  of  a  St.  Bruno  (Bibliot.  Bunavianse  Catalog,  torn.  Hi; 
vol.  iL  p.  679.),  gives  a  fplendid  chara<Sler  of  his  family.  Atavorum 
atavt  ufquc  ad  hominum  memoriam  omnes  nobilifiimi ;  nullus  in 
eorum  ftirpe  ignotus,  nullus  dcgcner  facile  reperitur  (apud  Struvium^ 
Corp.  Hift.  German.  ^.  »i6.).  Yet  Gundling  (in  Henrico  Aucupe)  it 
»ot  Xatisfied  of  his  defcent  from  Witikind. 

"*  See  the  treatife  of  Conringius  (de  Finibus  Imperii  GermanicL 
Francofurt.  1680,  in  4to.) :  he  cejedls  the  extravagant  and  improper 
fcale  of  the  Roman  and  Carlovingian  empires,  and  difculles  with  mo- 
deration the  rights  of  Germany,  her  valTals,  and  her  aeighbours. 
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language  it  has  been  tinged  fince  the  tiine  of  chap. 
Caefar  and  Tacitus.  Between  the  Rhine,  the  ^J^^ 
Rhone,  and  the  Alps,  the  fucceflbrs  of  Otho  ac- 
quired a  vain  fupremacy  over  the  broken  king- 
doms of  Burgundy  and  Aries.  In  the  North, 
Chriflianity  was  propagated  by  the  fword  of 
Otho,  the  conqueror  and  apoflle  of  the  Slavic 
nations  of  the  Elbe  and  Oder :  the  inarches  of 
Brandenburg  and  Slefwick  were  fortified  with 
German  colonies ;  and  the  King  of  Denmarky 
the  dukes  of  Poland  and  Bohemia,  confefied 
themfelves  his  tributary  vaffals.  At  the  head  of 
a  victorious  army,  he  palTed  the  Alps,  fubdued 
the  kingdom  of  Italy,  delivered  the  pope,  and 
for  ever  fixed  the  Imperial  crown  in  the  name 
and  nation  of  Germany.  From  that  memorable 
aera,  two  maxims  of  public  jurifprudence  were 
introduced  by  force  and  ratified  by  time.  I.  That 
the  prince  who  was  ele6led  in  the  German  diet 
acquired,  from  that  infi;ant,  the  fubjeCt  kingdoms 
of  Italy  and  Rome.  11.  But  that  he  might  not 
legally  affume  the  titles  of  emperor  and  Auguftus 
till  he  had  received  the  crown  from  the  hands  of 
the  Roman  pontiiF"^ 

The  Imperial  dignity  of  Charlemagne  was  an-  Tranfaq* 
nounced  to  the  Eafl:  by  the  alteration  of  his  ftyle;  ^^^^^*^ 
and  inftead  of  fainting  his  fathers,  the  Greek  ^Eaftern 
emperord,  he  prefumed  to  adopt  the  more  equal  empires. 


"'  The  power  of  cuftom  forces  me  to  number  Conrad  I.  and 
Henry  I.  the  Fowler^  in  the  lift  of  emperorB^  a  title  which  was  never 
aifumed  by  thofe  kings  of  Germany.  The  Italians^  Muratori  for 
infbince>  are  more  fcrupulous  and  corredl}  and  only  reckon  the 
princes  who  have  been  crowned  at  Rome. 

and 
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c  H  A  B.  and  familiar  appellation  of  brother  '^.  Perhaps 
^^  ,  in  liis  connedlion  with  Irene  he  afpired  to  the 
name  of  hufband:  his  embaflyto  Conftantinople 
^oke  the  language  of  peace  and  friendlhip,  and 
might  conceal  ^  trfeaty  of  marriage  with  that  am- 
bitious princefii,  who  had  renounced  the  moft 
iacred  duties  of  a  mother^  The  nature,  the  du- 
ration,  the  probable  confeiquences  of  fuch  an 
union  between  two  diftant  and  di^nant  empires, 
it  isimpoffible  to  conjefture;  but  the  unanimous 
filence  of  the  Latins  may  teach  us  to  lufpe6k, 
that  the  report  was  invented  by  the  enemies  of 
Irene,  to  charge  her  with  the  guilt  of  betraying 
the  church  and  ftate  to  the  ftrangers  of  the 
Weft"'.  The  French  amb&ffadors  w.ere  the 
Q)e£):ators,  and  had  nearly  been  the  vi6limsi  of 
the  conlpiracy  of  Nicephorus,  and  the  national 
hatred.  Conftantinople  was  exalperated  by  the 
tres^on  and  facrilege  of  ancient  Rome:  a  pro- 
verb, *'  That  the  Franks  were  good  friends  and 
"  bad  neighbours,'*  was  in  every  one's  mouth  ; 
1i)ut  it  wa&  dangerous  to  provoke  a  neighbour  who" 
migbt  be  tempted  to  reiterate,  in  the  church  of 
St.  Spphia,  the  ceremony  of  his  Imperial  corona- 
tion. After  a  tedious  joamey  of  circuitahd  delay, 

"'*  Invidiam  lamen  fufcepti  riominlfi  (C.  P.  irtip^atoribus  fuper hoc 
indignandbus  magna  tulit  patientia,  vicitijue  eonim  contumaciam  •  ^  .^ 
mittendo  ad  eus  crebas  legationesj  et  in  epiftolis  fratres  eos  appelkndo. 
Eginhardy  c.  28.  p.  I28«)i  Perhaps  it  was  on  their  account  thaty  like 
Auguftusy  he  affected  fome  relm5lance  to  receive  the  empire. 

"'  Theophaiies  fpeaks  of  the  coronation  and  un<%on  of  Charles^ 
Ka^iiX^g  (Chronograph,  p.  399«>  and  of  his  treaty  of  marriage  with 
Irene  (p.  402.)^  which  i»  unknown  to  the  Latins.  OafUard  related 
his  tranfaiftions  with  the  Greek  empire  (torn.  ii.  p.  446 — 468;).'         ^ 

12  the 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE, 


^93 


. ambafladors  of  Nicephorus  found  him  in  his  c  H  AP, 
camp,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Sala ;  and  Ghar-  ^^^^^  ^ 
lemagoe  affe6ted  to  confound  their  vanity  by 
diiplaying,  in  a  Franconian  village,  the  pomp, 
or  at  leaft  the  pride,  of  the  By;zantine  palace  ^", 
The  Greeks  were  fucceffively  led  through  four 
halls  of  audience :  in  the  foil  they  were  ready  to 
fall  proftrate  before  a  fplendid  perfonage,  in  a 
chair  of  ftate,  till  he  informed  them  that  he  was 
only  a  fervant,  the  conftable^  or  mailer  of  the 
horfe  of  the  Emperor.  The  fan^e  millake^  and 
the  fanae  anfwer,  were  repeated  in  the  apartments 
of  the  count  palatine,  the  fleward,  and  the 
chamberlain ;  and  their  impatience  was  gra<r 
dually  heightened,  till  the  doors  of  the  prefence- 
chamber  were  thrown  open^  and  thfey  beheld  the 
genuine  monarch  on  his  throne,  enriched  with 
tlie  foreign  luxury  which  he  defpifed,  and  en* 
circled  with  the  love  and  reverence  of  his  vidto*. 
rious  chiefs.  A  treaty  of  peace  and  alliiance  was 
<!oncluded  between  the  two  empires,  and  the 
limits  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft  were  defined  by  the 
right  of  prefent  pofleffion.  But  the  (Jreeks  "^ 
foon  forgot  this  humiliating  equality,  or  rettiem^ 
bered  it  only  to  hate  the  Barbarians  by  whom  it 
was  extorted.     During  the  Ihort  Union  of  virtue 

'"  GaOiard  very  properly  pbferves,  that  this  pageant  was  a  farce 
fuitable  to  children  only  ;  but  that  it  was  indeed  represented  in  the 
prefencey  and  for  th«  benefit)  of  children  of  a  larger  growth. 

'^  Comparey  in  the  original  texts  colie<5led  by  Pagi  (tom^  iii.  A.Dt 
$t%»  N°  7,  A.  D.  824.  N'  10,  &c.),  the  control  of  Charlemagne  aincj 
his  fon  :  to  the  former  the  ambafTadors  of  Michael  (who  were  indeed 
iclifavowed)  more  fuo  id  eft  lingua  Gr sec^  laudes  dixerunt,  imperatorem 
«iim  et  BetatT^tn  appdlantes ;  to  the  latter  focato  impeir^tPri  Frmco' 
rum,  &c. 


1^4  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

CHAP,  and  power,  they  refpe6lfully  faluted  the  augujl 
^j^^^  Charlemagne  with  the  acclamations  of  bqfileuSy 
and  Emperor  of  the  Romans.  As  fooh  as  thefe 
qualities  were  feparated  in  the  perfon  of  his  pious 
fon,  the  Byzantine  letters  were  infcribed,  "  To 
"  the  King,  or  as  he  ftyles  himfelf,  the  Emperor 
"  of  the  Franks  and  Lombards/*  When  both 
power  and  virtue  were  extindl,  they  defpoiled 
Lewis  the  Second  of  his  hereditary  title,  and, 
with  the  barbarous  appellation  of  rex  or  rega^ 
degraded  him  among  the  crowd  of  Latin  princes. 
His  reply  "^isexpreffive  of  his  weaknefs:  heproves, 
with  fome  learning,  that  both  in  facred  and  pro- 
fane hiftory  the  name  of  king  is  fynonimous 
with  the  Greek  word  bqfileus  :  if,  at  Conftanti- 
nople,  it  were  affumed  in  a  more  exclufive  and 
imperial  fenfe,  he  claims  from  his  anceftors,  and 
from  the  pope,  a  juft  participation  of  the  honours 
of  the  Roman  purple.  The  fame  controverfy 
was  revived  in  the  reign  of  the  Othos ;  and  their 
antibaflkdor  defcribes,  in  lively  colours,  the  info- 
lence  of  the  Byzantine  court  "^  The  Greeks 
affedled  to  defpife  the  poverty  and  ignorance  of 
the  Franks  and  Saxons ;  and  in  their  laft  decline 

'^  See  the  epifUe^  In  ParaIipomena>  of  the  anonymous  writer  of  Sa- 
lerno(Script.  Ital.  torn.  ii.  pars  ii.  p. 243 — *54»  c.93 — 1 07.)f  whomBa- 
ronius  (A.  D.  871,  N'  51 — 71.)  miitook  for  Erchemperty  when  he 
tranfcribed  it  in  his  Annals. 

"'  Ipfe  enim  vos,  non  imperatorem,  id  eft  Baa%\M  fua  lingua»  fed 
ob  indignationem  Ptiya,  id  diregem  noflravocabatCUutpnukUinLegat. 
in  Script.  Ital.  torn.  ii.  pars  i.  p.  479.).  The  pope  had  exhorted  Nice- 
phorus  Emperor  of  the  Greeksy  to  make  peace  with  Othoy  the  auguft 
Emperor  of  the  Romans — qus  infcriptio  fecmidum  Oraecos  peccatria 
et  temeraria . . .  •  imperatcMrem  ino^yiXyintf  univerfahmi  Romanorufih 
jiusuftumy  magnumyfolumi  Nicephorum,  (p.  486.). 

refufed 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  195 

refufed  to  proftitute  to  the  kings  of  Germany  chap. 
the  title  of  Roman  eipperors.  XLix^ 

Thefe  emperors,  in  the  ele6lion  of  the  popes,  Authority 
continued  to  exercife  the  powers  which  had  been  ^^  ^^5  ?"^- 
aflumed  by  the  Gothic  and  Grecian  princes ;  and  ?he  dec^ 
the  importance  of  this  prerogative   increafed  tionsofthe 
with  the  temporal  eftate  and  fpiritual  jurifdic-  a!d!*8oo 
tion  of  the  Roman  church.     In  the  Chriftian  — io6o- 
ariftocracyi  the  principal  members  of  the  clergy 
flill  formed  a  fenate  to  affift  the  adminiftration, 
and  to  fupply  the  vacancy  of  the  bifliop.     Rome 
was  divided  into  twenty-eight  parifties,  and  each 
parifh  was  governed  by  a  cardinai-prieft,  or  pref- 
byter,  a  title  which,  however  common  and  modeft 
in  its  origin,  has  afpired  to  emulate  the  purple 
of  kings.     Their  number  was  enlarged  by  the 
affociation  of  the  feven  deacons  of  the  moft  con- 
fiderable  hofpitals,  the  feven  palatine  judges  of 
the  Lateran,andfome  dignitaries  of  the  church. 
This  ecclefiaftical  fenate  was  dire6led  by  the 
feven  cardinal  bilhops  of  the  Roman  province, 
who  werelefs  occupied  in  the  fuburb  diocefes  of 
Oflia,    Porto,    Velitrae,    Tufculum,   Praenefte, 
Tibur,  and  the  Sabines,  than  by  their  weekly 
fervice  in  the  Lateran,  and  their  fuperior  Ihare 
in  the  honours  and  authority  of  the  apoftolic  fee. 
On  the  death  of  the  pope,  thefe  bifliops  recom- 
mended a  fucceffor  to  the  fuffrage  of  the  college 
of  Cardinals'***,  and  their  choice  was  ratified  or 

re- 

''^  The  origin  and  progrefs  of  the  title  of  cardinal  may  be  found 
in  Thomaflin  (Difcipline  de  I'Eglife,  tom.i.  p.  ia6i — 1298.),  Mura- 
tori  (Antiquitat.  Italise  Medli  ^vi^  tom.vi.  Diflert.  Ixi.  p.159 — i8a.)» 
and  Moiheiip  (Inftitut.  Hift*  Ecclef.  p.  345— 347)>  who  accurately 
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cji  A^P.  rejected  by  the  applatife  or  clamour  of  the  Ro- 
^  man  people.  But  the  eledlion  was  imperfedl ; 
nor  could  the  pontiff  be  legally  confecrated  till 
the  Emperor,  the  advocate  of  the  church,  had 
gracioufly  fignified  his  approbation  and  confent. 
The  royal  commiffioner  examined,  on  the  fpot, 
the  form  and  freedom  of  the  proceedings  j  nor 
was  it,  till  after  a  previous  fcrutiny  into  the  qua- 
lifications of  the  candidates,  that  he  accepted  an 
oath  of  fidelity,  and  confirmed  the  donations 
which  had  fucceffively  enriched  the  patrimony 
of  St.Peter.  In  the  frequent  fchifms,  the  rival 
claims  were  fubmitted  to  the  fentence  of  the 
Emperor,  and  in  afynodof  bifhopsheprefumed 
to  judge,  to  condemn,  and  to  punifh  the  crimes 
of  a  guilty  pontiff.  Otho  the  Firfl  impofed  a 
treaty  on  the  fenate  and  people,  who  engaged 
to  prefer  the  candidate  mofl  acceptable  to  his 
majefty  "^ ;  his  fuccelTors  anticipated  or  pre* 
vented  their  choice  :  they  beflowed  the  Roman 
benefice,  like  the  bifhops  of  Cologne  or  Ba];n- 
berg,  on  their  chancellors  or  preceptors  :  and 
whatever  might  be  the  merit  of  a  Prank  or 
Saxon,  his  name  fufficiently  attefls  the  inter- 
poiition  of  foreign  power.     Thefe  afts  of  pre- 

remarks  the  forms  and  changes  of  the  eledUon.  The  cardinal  biihopsy 
fb  highly  exalted  by  Peter  Daxnianus,  are  funk  to  a  level  widi  the  reft 
of  the  (acred  college. 

"7  Firmiter  jurantes,  nunquam  fe  papam  ele<Sb^*os  aut  ordinaturosy 
pneter  confenfum  et  eledlionem  Othonis  et  filii  fui  (Liutprand>  1.  ▼!• 
Q,  6.  p.  4 7  a.).  This  important  concefHon  may  either  fupply  or  confirm 
the  decree  of  the  clergy  and  people  of  Rome,  fo  fiercely  reje^ed  hf 
BaroniiM^  Pdgi>  and  Muratori  (A.X).  964)1  and  fo  well  defended  and 
explained  by  St.Marc  (Abreg^,  tom.ii.  p.  808-- >$i6.  tom«iy.  p.1167 
— I  zSi.>  Coofuh  that  hifiorical  critics  and  the  Amul9  of  Mvmtorij 
for  the  ela^oQ  and  confirmation  of  each  pope. 
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rogative  were  moft  fpecioufly  excufed  by  the  chap. 
vices  of  a  popular  ele6{;ion.  The  competitor  who  .j^^' 
had  been  excluded  by  the  cardinals,  appealed 
to  the  paffions  or  avarice  of  the  multitude :  the 
Vatican  and  the  Lateran  were  ftained  with 
blood;  and  the  moft  powerful  fenators,  the  mar- 
quifles  of  Tufcany  and  the  counts  of  Tufculum, 
held  the  apoftolic  fee  in  a  long  and  di%raceful 
fervitude.  The  Roman  pontiffe,  of  the  ninth  and  Difordew. 
tenth  centuries,  were  infulted,  imprifoned,  and 
murdered,  by  their  tyrants  j  and  fuch  was  their 
indigence  after  the  lofs  and  ufurpation  of  the 
.  ecclefiaftical  patrimonies,  .that  they  could  nei- 
ther fupport  the  ftate  of  a  prince,  nor  exercife 
the  charity  of  a  prieft***.  The  influence 
of  two  fitter  proftitutes,  Marozia  and  Theo-^ 
doria,  was  founded  on  their  wealth  and  beau- 
ty, their  political  and  amorous  intrigues:  the 
moft  ftrenuous  of  theif  lovers  were  rewarded 
with  the  Roman  mitre,  and  their  reign"' 
may  have  fuggefted  to  the  darker  ages'^"^  the 

fable 

"*  The  oppreffion  and  vices  of  the  Roman  church  in  the  xth  cen- 
tury are  ftrongly  painted  in  the  hiftory  and  legation  of  Liutprand  (fee 
p.  440.  450.  47 X — ^476. 479>  &c.);  and  it  is  whimiical  Enough  to  ob- 
lerve  Muratori  tempering  the  inve^lives  of  Baronius  againft  the  popev. 
But  theie  popes  had  been  chofen,  not  by  the  cardinals,  but  by  lay- 
patrons. 

*^  The  time  of  Pope  Joan  {papija  Joanna)  is  placed  fomewhat 
earlier  than  Theodora  or  Marozia ;  and  the  two  years  of  her  ima- 
ginary reign  are  forcibly  inferted  between  Leo  IV.  and  Benedidt  HI. 
But  the  contetnporary  Ana^fins  indiflblubly  links  the  death  of  Leo 
and  the  elevation  of  Benedl(5l  (illico,  mox,  p.  247.) ;  and  the  accurate 
chronology  of  Pagi*  Muratoriy  and  Leibnitz,  fixes  both  events  to  the 
year  857- 

'^'  The  advocates  for  Pope  Joan  produce  one  hundred  and  fifty 
witnefles,  or  rather  echoes,  of  the  xivth,  xvth,  and  xvith  centuries. 
They  bear  teftimony  againft  themfelves  and  the  legendy  by-  multi-^ 

03  plying 
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c  H  A^P.  fable '3V  of  a  female  pope^^%  The  baftard  fon, 
the  grandfon,  and  the  great  grandfon  of  Marozia, 
a  rare  genealogy,  were  feated  in  the  chair  of 
StPeter,  and  it  was  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years 
that  the  fecond  of  thefe  became  the  head  of  the 
Latin  church.  His  youth  and  mauhood  were 
of  a  fuitable  complexion  j  and  the  nations  of 
pilgrims  could  bear  teftimony  to  the  charges  that 
were  urged  againfl  him  in  a  Roman  fynod,  and 
in  the  prefenc^of  Otho  the  Great.  As  John  XIL 
had  renounced  the  drefs  and  decencies  of  his 
profeflion,  the  Jbldier  may  not  perhaps  be  diflio- 
noured  by  the  wine  which  he  drank,  the  blood 
that  he  fpilt,  the  flames  that  he  kindled,  or  the 
licentious  purfuits  of  gaming  and  hunting.  His 
open  fimony  mightbe  the  confequenceof  diflrefei 

plying  the  proof  that  fo  curious  a  ftoiy  tnufi  have  been  repeated  by- 
writers,  of  every  defcription  to  whom  it  was  known.  On  thofe  of 
the  ixth  and  xth  centuries,  the  recent  event  would  have  flaihed  with 
a  double  force.  Would  Photius  have  fpared  fuch  a  reproach  ? 
X^oufd  Liutprand  have  miffed  fuch  fcandal  ?  It  is  Icarcely  worth  while  ' 
to  difcufs  the  various  readings  of  Martinus  Polonus,  Sigebert  of  Gcm- 
blours,  or  even  Marianus  Scotus ;  but  a  moft  palpable  forgery  is  the 
paflage  of  Pope  Joan,  which  has  been  foifted  into  fome  MSS.  and  edi- 
tions of  the  Roman  Anaftafius. 

'^'  K&faljey  it  deferves  that  name ;  but  I  would  not  pronounce  it 
incredible.  Suppofe  a  famous  French  chevalier  of  our  own  times  to  have 
been  bom  in  Italy,  and  educated  in  the  church,  inflead  of  the  army : 
her  merit  or  fortune  might  have  raifed  her  to  St.  Peter's  chair;  her 
amours  would  have  been  natural ;  her  delivery  in  the  ftreets  unlucky, 
but  not  improbable. 

*^*  Till  the  reformation,  the  tale  was  repeated  and  believed  without 
offence  ;  and  Joan's  female  ilatue  long  occupied  her  place  among  the 
popes  in  the  cathedral  of  Sienna  (Pagi,  Critica,  tom.  iii.  p.  624 — 616.) 
She  has  been  annihilated  by  (wo  learned  proteflants,  Blondel  and 
Bayle  (Didtionaire  Critique,  Papesse,  Polonus,  Blondel);  but  their 
brethren  were  fcandalized  by  this  equitable  and  generous  criticifm. 
Spanheim  and  Lenfant  attempt  to  fave  this  poor  engine  of  controverfy ; 
and  even  Molheim  coxidercends  to  cheriih  fome  doubt  and  fufpicion 
(p.a89> 

and 
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and  his  blafphempus  invocation  of  Jupiter  and  chap. 
Venus,  if  it  be  true,  could  not  poffibly  be  feri-  ^^^^^ 
ous.     But  we  read  with  fome  furprife,  that  the 
worthy  grandfon  of  Marozia  lived  in  public  adul- 
tery with  the  matrons  of  Rome :  that  the  Late- 
raVi  palace  was  turned  into  a  fchool  for  proftitu- 
tion,  and  that  his  rapes  of  virgins  and  widows 
had  deterred  the  female  pilgrims  from  vifitin^ 
the  tomb  of  St.  Peter,  left,  in  the  devout  a6l, 
they  fhould  be  violated  by  his  fucceflbr  '"•    The 
proteftants  have  dwelt  with  malicioiis  pleafure 
on  thefe  chara6lers  of  anti-chrift ;  but  to  a  phi- 
lofophic  eye,  the  vices  of  the  clergy  are  far  lefe 
dangerous  than  their  virtues.     After  a  long  fe-  Refomu- 
ries  of  fcandal,  the  apoftolic  fee  was  reformed  and  **,®?  ^\ 

ciaiffi^  or  - 

exalted  by  the  aufterity  and  zeal  of  Gregory  VII.  the  church. 
That  ambitious  monk  dfe voted  his  life  to  the  exe-     ^^* 
cution  of  two  projeiSls.     I.  To  fix  in  the  college  *^^^* 
of  cardinals  the  freedom  and  independence  of 
election,  and  for  ever  to  abolilh  the  right  or  ufurp- 
ation  of  the  emperors  of  the  Roman  people. 
II.  To  beftow  and  refume  the  Weftern  empire  as 
a  fief  or  benefice  '^*  of  the  church,  and  to  extend 


'^^  Lateranenfe  palatium  •  •  .  •  proftibuliun  meretricum  •  •  «  • 
Teftis  omnium  gentium,  prseterquam  Romanorum>  abfentia  mulierura» 
qu«  (anxftorum  apoilolorum  rimina  orandi  gratii  timent  viferey  cum 
nonnuUas  ante  dies  paucosy  hunc  audierint  conjugatas  viduas,  virginet 
Ti  oppreflille  (Liutprandy  Hift  1  vi.  c.  6.  p.  471*  See  the  whole  affair 
•f  John  Xn.  p.  471 — 416), 

'^  A  new  example  of  the  inifchief  of  equivocation  is  the  benefieium 
(Ducangey  tom.  i.  p.  61 7»  &c.)»  which  the  pope  conferred  on  the 
Emperor  Frederic  I.  fince  the  Latin  word  may  fignify  either  a  legal 
iief>  or  a  fimple  favoury  an  obligation  (we  want  the  word  bienfaiiy 
See  Schmidt>  Hift.  des  Allemands,  tom.  iii.  p.*393 — ^408.  Heffd^ 
Abrege  Chronologique^  tom.!.  p.  aft9t  296.  317.  344.  440.  430*  500» 
405.  5091  &c.> 

o  4  his 
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CHAP,  his  temporal  dominion  over  the  kings  and  kitig^ 

^XLix^  doms  of  the  earth.      After  a  conteft  of  fifty 

years,  the  firft  of  thefe  defigns  was  accompliflied 

by  the  firm  fupport  of  the  ecclefiaftical  order, 

Avhofe  liberty  was  conne6led  with  that  of  their 

chief.     But  the  fecotid  attempt,  though  it  was 

crowned  with  fome  partial  and  apparent  fuccefs, 

has  been   vigoroufly   refilled    by  the    fecular 

power,  and  finally  extinguilhed  by  the  improve* 

ment  of  human  reafon. 

Authority        In  the  revival  of  the  empire  of  Rome,  neither 

of  the  em^  ^j^^  bifliOD  nor  the  people  could  beftowon  Charle* 

perors  in  ■*•  jt       jt 

Rom*.  magne  or  Otho,  the  provinces  which  were  loft,  as 
they  had  been  won,  by  the  chance  of  arms.  But 
the  Romans  were  free  to  chufe  a  mafter  for  them- 
felves ;  and  the  powers  which  had  been  delegated 
to  the  patrician,  were  irrevocably  granted  to  the 
French  and  Saxon  emperors  of  the  Weft.  The 
broken  records  of  the  times '"  preferve  fome 
remembrance  of  their  palace,  their  mint,  their 
tribunal,  their  edi6ls,  and  the  fword.  of  jufllice, 
which,  as  late  as  the  thirteenth  century,  was  de- 
rived from  Caefar  to  the  praefefil  of  the  city  '^^ 
Between  the  arts  of  the  popes  and  the  violence  of 
the  people,  this  fupremacy  was  crufhed  and  au^ 
nihilated.  Content  with  the  titles  of  Emperor 
and  Auguftus,  the  fucceflTors  of  Charlemagne 
negle6led  to  aflert  this  local  jurifdi^iion.  In  the 

'^'  For  the  hiftoty  of  the  emperors  in  Rome  and  Italy^  fee  SSgoniuSf 
lie  Regno  Italise ;  Opp.  torn.  il.  with  the  Notes  of  Saxiusy  and  th^ 
Annals  of  Muratori^  who  might  refer  more  diitindUy  to  the  authors  of 
his  great  colle<Stion. 

'^^  See  the  Diflertation  of  Le  Blanc  at  the  end  of  his  Treatifb  dei 
Monnoyes  de  France>  in  which  he  produces  fome  Romaa  coini  of  the 
French  emperors. 

hour 
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hour  of  profperity,  their  ambition  was  diverted  chap. 

by  more  alluring  obje6ls  ;  and  in  the  decay  and  ^ ^^'j 

divifion  of  the  empire,  they  were  oppreiifed  by 
the  defence  of  their  hereditary  provinces.  Amidft  Revolt  of 
the  ruins  of  Italy,  the  famous  Marozia  invited  ^^"*^' 
one  of  the  ufurpers  to  affume  the  charafter  of 
her  third  hufband;  and  Hugh,  Kingof  Burgundy, 
was  introduced  by  her  faction  into  the  mole  of 
Hadrian  or  caftle  of  St»Angelo,  which  com- 
mands theprincipal  bridge  and  entrance  of  Rome. 
Her  fon  by  the  firft  marriage,  Alberic,  was  com-  ^ 
pelled  to  attend  at  the  nuptial  banquet ;  but  his 
reluftant  and  ungrateful  fervice  w;as  chaftifed 
with  a  blow  by  his  new  father.  The  blow  was 
produ^ive  of  a  revolution. "  Romans,"  exclaimed 
the  youth,  *•  once  you  were  the  mailers  of  the 
**  world,  and  thefe  Burgundians  the  mbft  abjeft 
<*  of  your  flaves.  They  now  reign,  thefe  vora- 
**  cious  and  brutal  favages,  and  my  injury  is 
**  the  commencement  of  your  fervitude'"."  The 
alarum-bell  rung  to  arms  in  every  quarter  of  the 
city ;  the  Burgundians  retreated  with  haile  and 
ihame ;  Marozia. was  imprifoned  by  her  vi6lorious 
fon;  and  his  brother,  Pope  John  XI.  was  reduced 
to  the  exercife  of  his  fpiritual  funftions.  With  th* 
title  of  prince,  Alberic  poflfeffed  above  twenty 
years  the  government  of  Rome,  and  he  is  faid 
to  have  gratified  the  popular  prejudice,  by  reftor- 

'^7  Romanonuh  aliquando  fervii  fcilicet  Burgundioites}  Romanis  im* 
perent  ?  •  .  .  Romanae  urbis  dignitas  ad  tantam  eft  ftaltitiani  du6la» 
nt  meretricum  etlam  imperio  pareat  ?  (Liutprand,  l.iii.  c.  12.  p.  450.). 
Sigonius  (1.  vi,  p.  400.)  pofitively  affirins  the  reiiovaddn  of  the  conful«> 
Mp ;  but  in  the  old  wrkers  Alberfcus  »  more  frequendy  ftyled  priri* 
ceps  Romaaorunu 

ing 
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CHAP,  ing  the  office,  or  at  lead  the  title,  of  confuls  and 
' ^"^Lf  tribunes.     Hip  fon  and  heir  06lavian  aflumed, 
with  the  pontificate,  the  name  of  John  XII.;  like 
his  predeceffor,  he  was  provoked  by  the  Lom- 
bard princes  to  feek  a  deliverer  for  the  church 
and  republic  ;  and  the  fervices  of  Otho  were  re- 
warded with  the  Imperial  dignity.  But  the  Saxon 
was  imperious,  the  Romans  were  impatient,  the 
feftival  of  the  coronation  was  diflurbed  by  the 
fecret  confli6l  of  prerogative  and  freedom,  and 
Otho  commanded  his  fword-bearer  not  to  ftir 
Of  Pop*     from  his  perfon,  left  he  fliould  be  aiTaulted  and 
a!d.  967.  naurdered  at  the  foot  of  the  altar '^*-     Before  he 
repafled  the  Alps,  the  Emperor  chaftifed  the 
revolt  of  the  people  and  the  ingratitude  of  John 
XII.     The  pope  was  degraded  in  a  fynod ;  the 
praefefib  was  mounted  on  an  afs,  whipped  through 
•  the  city,  and  caft  into  a  dungeon  ;  thirteen  of 

the  moft  guilty  were  hanged,  others  were  muti- 
lated or  baniflied ;  and  this  fevere  procefs  was 
juftified  by  the  ancient  laws  of  Theodofius  and 
Juftinian.  The  voice  of  fame  has  acculed  the 
fecond  Otho  of  a  perfidious  and  bloody  afit,  the 
maflacre  of  the  fenators,  whom  he  had  invited 
to  his  table  under  the  fair  femblance  of  hofpi- 
tality  and  friendlhip'^^  In  the  minority  of  his 
fon  Otho  the  Third,  Rome  made  a  bold  attempt 
to  fliake  oiF  the  Saxon  yoke,  and  the  conful 

"*•  Ditmar,  p.  354.  apud  Schmidty  torn,  iii,  p.  439. 

'^9  ']nus  bloody  fesifl  is  defcribed  in  Leonine  verfe  in  the  Pantheon  of 
Godfrey  of  ViteAo  (Script.  Ital.  torn.  vii.  p.  43 6>  437-)*  who  flouriibed 
towards  the  end  of  the  xiith  century  (Fabricius,  Bibliot.  T^»«ri  med* 
et  infimi  JEviy  torn.  iii.  p.  69.  edit.  ^Manfi);  but  his  evidence>  which 
impofed  on  Sigonius,  is  reafonably  fufpe^ed  by  Muratori  (Annali,  too* 
viii.  p*  177)- 

Crefcen- 
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Crefcentius  was  the  Brutus  of  the  republic.  From  c  hap. 
the  condition  of  a  fubje6l  and  an  exile,  he  twice    XLix. 
rofe  to  the  command  of  the  city,  oppreffed,  ex-  of  the 
pelled,  and  created  the  popes,  and  formed  a  con-  confui  Cre- 
Ipiracy  for  reftoring  the  authority  of  the  Greek  a.d"998. 
emperors.    In  the  fbrtrefs  of  St.Angelo,  he  main- 
tained an  obftinate  liege,  till  the  unfortunate  con- 
ful  was  betrayed  by  a  promife  of  fafety  :  his  body 
was  fufpended  on  a  gibbet,  and  his  head  was  ex- 
pofed  on  the  battlements  of  the  caftle.  By  a  re- 
verfe  of  fortune,Otho,  after  feparating  his  troops, 
was  befieged  three  days,  without  food,  in  his 
palace ;  and  a  difgraceful  efcape  faved  him  from 
the  juftice  or  fury  of  the  Romans.     The  fenator 
Ptolemy  was  the  leader  of  the  people,  and  the 
widow  of  Crefcentius  enjoyed  the  pleafure  or  the 
fame  of  revenging  her  hulband  by  a  poifon  which 
fee  adminiftered  to  her  Imperial  lover.  It  was  the 
defign  of  Otho  the  Third  to  abandon  the  ruder 
countries  otthe  North,  to  ere6this  throne  in  Italy, 
and  to  revive  the  inftitutions  of  the  Roman  mo- 
narchy. But  his  fucceflbrs  only  once  in  their  lives 
appeared  on  the  banks  of  the  Tyber,  to  receive 
their  aown  in  the  Vatican '*°.  Their  abfence  was 
contemptible,  their  prefence  odious  and  formida- 
ble. They  defcended  from  the  Alps,  at  the  head 
of  their  Barbarians,  who  were  ftrangers  and  ene* 
mies  to  the  country  j  and  their  tranfient  vifit  was 

'^°  The  coronation  of  the  emperor>  and  feme  original  ceremonies  of 
the  xth  century,  are  preferved  in  the  Panegyric  on  Berengarius  (Script. 
Ital.  torn.  ii.  pars  i.  405 — 4i4-)»  illuftratcd  by  the  Notes  of  Hadrian 
Valeiius,  and  Leibnit2.  Sigonius  has  related  die  whole  procefs  of  the 
Roman  expedition,  in  good  Latiny  but  with  fome  errors  of  time  and  fadt 
(1.  vii.p.  441 — 446.).  / 

afcene 
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C  H  A  P..  a  fcene  of  tumult  and  bloodfhed**'.  A  faint  fe- 
^^^^  membrance  of  their  anceftors  ftill  tormented  the 
Romans;  and  they  beheld  with  pious  indigna- 
tion the  fucceffion  of  Saxons,  Franks^  Swabians, 
and  Bohemians,  who  ufurped  the  purple  and 
prerogatives  of  the  Caefars. 

There  isnothingperhapsmoreadverfetonature 
dom  of  and  reafon  than  to  hold  in  obedience  remote 
Italy,  A.D.  countries  and  foreign  nations,  in  oppofition  to 
'  J  j^~  their  inclination  and  intereft.  A  torrent  of  Bar- 
barians may  pafs  over  the  earth,  but  an  extenfive 
empire  muft  be  fupported  by  a  refined  fyftem  of 
policy  and  oppreflion  ;  in  the  centre,  an  abfolute 
power,  prompt  in  a6i:ion,  and  rich  in  refources ;  a 
fwift  and  eafy  communication  with  the  extreme 
parts :  fortifications  to  check  the  firft  effort  of  re- 
bellion  :  a  regular  admintftration  to  protect  and 
punifl] ;  and  a  well-difciplined  army  to  inipire  fear, 
without  provoking  difcontent  and  detain  Far 
different  was  the  fituation  of  the  German  Csefars, 
who  were  ambitioifs  to  enflave  the  kingdom  of 
Italy.  Their  patrimonial  eftates  were  ftretched 
along  the  Rhine,  or  fcattered  in  the  provinces ; 
but  this  ample  domain  was  alienated  by  the  im- 
prudence or  diftrefs  of  fuccefiive  princes ;  and 
their  revenue,  from  minute  and  vexatious  prero- 
gative, was  fcarcely  fuflScient  for  the  maintenance 
of  their  houfehold.  Their  troops  were  formed  by 
the  legal  or  voluntary  fervice  of  their  feudal  vat 
fals,  who  paffed  the  Alps  with  relu6lance,  affumed 

^  In  a  quarrel  at  the  coftHfiation  ofCotirad  n.|  Muratori  takes  leave 
t6  obfgive^dDveano  ben  eiftre  aUora^  indifeipluutii  Barbarii  o  btfiiali 
i  Tedefehi.     Annal*  torn.  viii.  p*  368. 

the 
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the  licence  of  rapine  and  diforder,  and  capri-  chap. 
cioufly  deferted  before  the  end  of  the  campaign.  ^^^' 
Whole  armie*  were  fwept  away  by  the  peftilen- 
tial    influence  of  the   climate:    the  furvivors 
brought  back  the  bones  of  their  princes  and  no- 
bles '*%  and  the  effedls  of  their  own  intemperance 
wer   often  imputed  to  the  treachery  and  malice 
of  the  Italians,  who  rejoiced  at  lead  in  the  cala- 
mities of  the  Barbarians.  This  irregular  tyranny 
inight  contend  on  equal  terms  with  the  petty 
tyrants  of  Italy;    nor  can  the  people,  or  the 
reader,  be  much  interefted  in  the  event  of  the 
quarrel.    But  in  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  centu- 
ries, the  Lombards  rekindled  the  flame  of  in- 
duftry  and  freedom;  and  the  generous  example 
was  at  length  imitated    by  the  republics  of 
Tufcany.    In  the  Italian  cities  a  municipal  go- 
vernment bad  never  been  totally  aboliihed ;  an4 
their  firil  privileges  were  granted  by  the  favour 
and  policy  of  the  emperors,  who  were  defirous 
of  ere£ling  a  plebeian  barrier  againil  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  nobles.     But  their  rapid  pro- 
grefi,  the  daily  extenfion  of  their  power  and  pre- 
tenfiona,  were  founded  on  the  numbers  and  fpirit 
of  thefe  rifing  communities  **^    Each  city  filled 

'^'  After  boiling  away  the  fleih.  The  caldrons  for  that  purpofe 
were  a  neceflary  piece  oJF  travelling  furniture  ;  and  a  German  who 
was  ufing  it  for  his  brpther,  promifed  it  to  a  friendy  after  it  fhould 
h^ve  been  employed  for  himfelf  (Schmidt,  torn.  iii.  p.4i3>  4)4)*  The 
fame  author  ohferves  that  the  whole  Saxon  line  was  extinguilhed  in 
Italy  (torn.  ii.  p.  44o0. 

^^^  Otho,  Biihop  of  Frifingeiv  has  left  an  important  pai&geon  the 
Italian  cities  (1.  ii.  c.  13.  in  Script.  Ital.  torn.  vi.  p.  ^07—7x0);  and 
the  rife,  progrefs,  and  government,  of  thefe  republics  are  pcrfedlly 
illuftrated  by  Muratori  (Antiquiut.  Ital.  Medii  ^vi,  torn.  iv.  diifert. 
xlv.*«»lii»  p.z — 675.  Annal.  tom.yiii.  ix.  x.}. 
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CHAP,  the  meafure  of  her  diocefe  or  diftrifil :  the 
jurifdidlion  of  the  counts  and  bifliops,  of  the 
marquiiTes  and  counfs,  was  banifhed  from  the 
land ;  and  the  proudeft  nobles  were  perfuaded 
or  compelled  to  defert  their  folitary  caftles,  and 
to  embrace  the  more  honourable  chara6ler  of 
freemen  and  magiitrates.  The  legiflative  autho- 
rity was  inherent  in  the  general  affembly ;  but 
the  executive  powers  were  entrufted  to  three 
confuls,  annually  chofen  from  the  three  orders 
of  captainSj  valvqffbrs  '•^%  and  commons,  into 
which  the  republic  was  divided.  Under  the 
prote6lion  of  equal  law,  the  labours  of  agricul- 
ture and  commerce  were  gradually  revived ;  but 
the  martial  fpirit  of  the  Lombards  was  nouriflied 
by  the  prefence  of  danger ;  and  as  often  as  the 
tell  was  rung,  or  the  ftandard'*^  erefted,  the 
gates  of  the  city  poured  forth  a  numerous  and 
intrepid  band,  whofe  zeal  in  their  own  caufe  was 
foon  guided  by  the  ufe  and  difcipline  of  arms. 
At  the  foot  of  thefe  popular  ramparts,  the  pride 
of  the  Csefars  was  overthrown ;  and  the  invinci- 
ble  genius  of  liberty  prevafled  over  the  two  Fre- 
derics, the  greateft  princes  of  the  middle  age: 
the  firft,  fuperior  perhaps  in  military  prowefs ;  the 
fecond,  who  undoubtedly  excelled  in  the  fofter 
accomplifhments  of  peace  and  learning. 

'^  For  thefe  titles,  fee  Selden  (Titles  of  Honour,  voLiii.  parti. 
p«  48S.)b  Ducange  (Glofs.  Latin,  torn.  ii.  p.  140.  torn.  vi.  p.  776.3^  and 
St.  Marc  (Abrege  Chronologique,  tom.ii.  p.  71 9.). 

^^  The  Ix)mbards  invented  and  ufed  iiitcarocium^z,  ftajidard  planted 
on  a  car  or  waggon,  drawn  by  a  team  of  oxen  (Ducange,  tono.  ii.  p.  194 
— 19;.  Muratori,  Antiq\iitat«  torn.  ii.  diff.  xxxvi.  p.  489—493.). 
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Ambitious  of  reftoring  the  fplendour  of  the  chap. 
purple,  Frederic  the  Firft  invaded  the  republics  ^  J^J^^ 
of  Lombardy,  with  the  arts  of  a  ftatefman,  the  Frederic 
valour  of  a  foldier,  and  the  cruelty  of  a  tyrant.  *^®/*{?* 
The  recent  difcovery  of  the  Pande6ls  had  re-  115a-- 
newed  a  fcience  mod  favourable  to  defpotifm  ;  ^^9<^' 
and  his  venal  advocates  proclaimed  the  Emperor 
the  abfolute  mafter  of  the  lives  and  properties  of 
his  fubje^^S.     His  royal  prerogatives,  in  a  lefs 
odious  fenfe,  were  acknowledged  in  the  diet  of 
Roncaglia;  and  the  revenue  of  Italy  was  fixed 
at  thirty  thoufand  pounds  of  filver  *^%  which  were 
multiplied  to  an  indefinite  demand,  by  the  rapine 
of  the  fifcal  officers.     The  obftinate  cities  were 
reduced  by  the  terror  or  the  force  of  his  arms  j 
his  captives  were  delivered  to  the  executioner, 
or  Ihot  from  his  military  engines ;  and,  after  the 
fiege  and  furrender  of  Milan,  the  buildings  of  that 
llately  capital  were  razed  to  the  ground,  three 
hundred  hoftages  were  fent  into  Germany,  an4 
the  inhabitants  were  difperfed  in  four  villages, 
under  the  yoke  of  the  inflexible  conqueror  '^'. 
But  Milan  foon  rofe  from  her  afhes ;    and  the 
league  of  Lombardy  was  cemented  by  diftrefsj 
their  caufe  was  elpoufed  by  Venice,  Pope  Alex* 
ander  the  Third,  and  the  Greek  Emperor :  the 
fabric  of  oppreffion  was  overturned  in  a  day ;  and   - 
in  the  treaty  of  Conftance,  Frederic  fubfcribed, 

'^^  Gunther  Ligurinus,  1.  viii.  584.  et  feq.  apud  Schmidty  torn.  iii. 

p.  399- 

'^  Solus  imperator  faciem  fuam  firmavit  ut  petram  (Burcard.  de 
Excidio  Mediolani)  Script.  Ital.  torn.  vi.  p.  91 7.)*  This  volume  of  Mu- 
ratori  contains  the  originals  of  the  hiflory  of  Frederic  the  Firft)  which 
muft  be  compared* with  due  regard  to  the  circumftances  and  prejudket 
of  each  Geijnan  or  Lombard  writer. 

with . 
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CHAP,  with  fome  refervations,  the  freedom  of  four-and- 
XLix.^  twenty  cities.      His  grandfon  contended  with 
Frederic      their  vigouF  and  maturity ;  but  Frederic  the 
Ae  Second  gecond  '^*  was  endowed  with  fome  perfonal  and 
~ia5o,     peculiar  advantages.     His  birth  and  education 
recommended  him  to  the  Italians ;    and  in  the 
implacable  difcord  of  the  two  fa6tions9  the  Ghi«» 
belins  were  attached  to  the  Emperor,  while  the 
Guelfs  difplayed  the  banner  of  liberty  and  the 
church.     The  court  of  Rome  had  flumbered, 
when  his  father  Henry  the  Sixth  was  permitted 
to  unite  with  the  empire  the  kingdoms  of  Na- 
ples and  Sicily;  and  from  thefe  hereditary  realms, 
tfie  fon  derived  an  ample  and  ready  fupply  of 
troops  and  treafure.  Yet  Frederic  the  Secoud  was 
finally  oppreffed  by  the  arms  of  the  Lombards  and 
the  thunders  of  the  Vatican ;  his  kingdom  was 
given  to  a  ilranger,  and  the  laft  of  his  family  was 
beheaded  at  Naples  on  a  public  fcafibld.  During 
fixty  years,  no  emperor  appeared  in  Italy,  and  the 
name  was  remembered  only  by  the  ignominious 
fale  of  the  laft  relics  of  fovereignty. 
indcpend-       The  Barbarian  conquerors  of  the  Weft  were 
'"''^nV^'f*  V^^^^^  *^  decorate  their  chief  with  the  title  of 
Gf^^y,   emperorj  but  it  was  not  their  defign  to  inveft  him 
A;D.  814.  with  the  defpotifm  of  Conftantine  and  Juftinian. 
— 1*50,     rpj^  perfons  of  the  Germans  were  free,  their  con- 
quefts  were  their  oWn,and  their  national  chara6ter 
was  animated  by  a  fpirit  which  fcorned  the  fervile 
jurifprudence  of  the  new  or  the  ancient  Rome,  It 

14S  For  the  hiftory  of  Frederic  H.  and  the  houfe  of  Swabia  z% 
Naples^  fke  Giaxmone>  liloria  Civile^  torn.  ii.  h  xiy.— *xix. 

would 
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would  have  been  a  vain  and  dangerous  attempt  c  H  A  P- 
to  impofe  a  monarch  on  the  armed  freemen,  who  ,  XjLix. 
were  impatient  of  a  magiftrate;  on  the  bold,  who 
refufed  to  obey ;  on  the  powerful,  who  afpired 
to  command.  The  empire  of  Charlemagne  and 
Otho  was  dillributed  among  the  dukes  of  the 
nations  or  provinces,  the  counts  of  the  fmallerdif- 
trifts,  and  the  margraves  of  the  marches  or  fron- 
tiers,  who  all  united  the  civil  and  military  autho- 
rity as  it  had  been  delegated  to  the  lieutenants 
of  the  firfl   Caefars.    The   Roman  governors, 
who,  for  the  moft  part,  were  foldiers  of  fortune, 
feduced  their  mercenary  legions,  affumed  the 
Imperial  purple,  and  either  failed  or  fucceeded 
in  their  revolt,  without  wounding  the  power  and 
unity  of  government.     If  the  dukes,  margraves, 
and  counts  of  Germany,  were  lefs  audacious  in 
their  claims,  the  confequences  of  their  fuccefs 
were  more  lading  and  perniciousto  the  ftate.  In- 
flead  of  aiming  at  the  fupreme  rank,  they  filently 
laboured  to  eftabliih  and  appropriate  their  pro- 
vincial independence.    Their  ambition  was  fe- 
conded  by  the  weight  of  their  eftates  and  vaflals, 
their  mutual  example  and  fupport,  the  common 
intereft  of  the  fubordinate  nobility,  the  change 
of  princes  and  families,  the  minorities  of  Otho 
the  Third  and  Henry  theFourth,  the  ambition  of 
the  popes,  and  the  vain  purfuits  of  the  fugitive 
crowns  of  Italy  and  Rome.  All  the  attributes  of 
regal  and  territorial  jurifdidlion  were  gradually 
ufurped  by  the  commanders  of  the  provinces;  the 
right  of  peace  and  war,  of  life  and  death,  of  coin- 
age and  taxation,  of  foreign  alliance  and  do- 
jneftic  ceconomy.  Whatever  had  been  feized  by 
.  VOL.  IX.  p  violence. 
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t  H  A  P.  violence,  was  ratified  by  favour  or  diftrefe,  was 
granted  as  the  price  of  a  doubtful  vote  or  a  vo- 
luntary fervice  ;  whatever  had  been  granted  to 
one,  could  not,  without  injury,  be  denied  to  his 
fucceflbr  or  equal ;  and  every  a6l  of  local  or  tem- 
porary pofleffion  was  infenfibly  moulded  into  the 
conflitution  of  the  Germanic  kingdom.  In  every 
province,  the  vifible  prefence  of  the  duke  or  count 
.  was  interppfed  between  the  throne  and  the  no- 
bles j  the  fubjedls  of  the  law  became  the  vaffals  of 
a  private  chief;  and  the  ftandard,  which  he  re- 
ceived from  his  fovereign,was  often  raifed  againft 
him  in  the  field.  Thetemporalpowerof  theclergy 
was  cheriflied  and  exalted  by  the  fuperftition  or 
policy  of  the  Carlovingian  and  Saxon  dynaflies,. 
who  blindly  depended  on  their  moderation  and 
fidelity ;  and  the  bilhoprics  of  Germany  were 
made  equal  in  extent  and  privilege,  fuperior  in 
wealth  and  population,  to  the  moil  ample  ilates 
of  the  military  order.     As  long  as  the  emperora 
retained  the  prerogative  of  bellowing  on  ^v^ty 
vacancy  thefe  ecclefiaftic  and  fecular  benefices, 
their  caufe  was  maintained  by  the  gratitude  or 
ambition  of  their  friends  and  favourites.  But  in 
the  quarrel  of  the  invellitures,  they  were  deprived 
of  their  influence  over  the  epifcopal  chapters;  the 
freedom  of  ele£lion  was  reilored,  and  the  fove^ 
reign  was  reduced,  by  a  folemn  mockery,  to  his. 
Jirji  prayers^  the  recommeiadation,  once  in  his^ 
reign,  to  a  fingle  prebend  in  each  church.    The 
fecular  governors,  inftead  of  being  recalled  at  the 
will  of  a  fuperior,  could  be  degraded  only  by  the 
fentence  of  their  peers.     In  the  firfl.  age  of  the 
monarchy,,  the  appointment  of  tlie  fon  to  the 
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dtitchy  of"  county  of  his  father,  was  folicited  as  a  c  H  A  P.- 
fevotti* ;  it  was  gradually  obtained  as  a  ctiAom,  ^^y 
smd  extorted  as  a  right:  the  lineal  fucceffion 
was  often  extended  to  the  collateral  or  fetnale 
branches;  the  dates  of  the  empire  (their  Jjopular, 
and  at  length  their  legal,  appellation)  were 
divided  and  alienated  by  teftament  and  fale;  and 
all  idea  of  a  public  truft  was  loft  in  that  of  a  pri- 
vate and  perpetual  inheritance.  The  Emperor 
could  not  even  be  enriched  by  the!  cafualties  of 
fdtfeitufe  and  extin6lion  :  within  the  term  of  a 
year,  he  was  obliged  to  difpofe  of  the  vacant  fief, 
atid  in  the  choice  of  the  candidate,  it  was  liis 
duty  to  confuH  either  the  general  or  the  provin- 
cial diet. 

After  the  death  of  Frederic  the  Second,  Ger-  The  G^r- 
tftdiny  was  left  a  riioftfter  with  an  hundred  heads.  J^o^*^**^ 
A  6fowd  of  princes  and  prelates  difputeid  the     A.  d. 
raiiis  of  the  empire  :  the  lords  of  innumerable     '*^°* 
cttftles  were  lefe  prone  to  obey,  than  to  imitate, 
their  fuperiors;  and  according  to  the  raeafure  of 
their  ftrength,  their  inceflant  hoftilities  receited 
the  names  of  conqueft  ot  robbery.  Such  anarchy 
was  th€J  inevitable  cot^fequence  of  the  laws  and 
manner^  <rfEurope ;  and  the  kingdoms  of  France 
and  Italy  were  fliivered  into  fragments  by  the 
violence  of  the  fame  tempeft.  But  the  Italian 
mf ies  and  the  French  vafials  were  divided  and  de- 
ftroyed,  while  the  toion  of  the  Geif mans  has  pro-- 
dAced,  under  the  name  of  an  empire,  a  great  fyf- 
tenr  ef  a  fcEderative  republic.  In  the  frequent  and 
at  fafE  the  perpetual  inilitution  of  d!iets,a  national 
fpkit  ^^88  kept  aKve,  afid  the  powei*s  of  a  coito- 
totfn  legiffature  are  ftill  exercifed  by  the  three 
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CHAP,  branches  or  colleges  of  the  ele6^rs,  the  princes, 
XLix.^  g^jjjj  ^l^Q  fr^e  ^Q^  Imperial  cities  of  Germany. 
I.  Seven  of  the  moft  powerful  feudatories  were 
permitted  to  afTume,  with  a  diftinguilhed  name 
and  rank,  the  exclufive  privilege  of  chufing  the 
Roman  emperor  j  and  thefeele^ors  were  theKing 
of  Bohemia,  the  Duke  of  Saxony,  the  Margraveof 
Brandenburgh,  the  Count  Palatine  of  the  Rhine, 
and  the  three  archbifhops  of  Mentz,  of  Treves, 
and  of  Cologne.  II.  The  college  of  princes  and 
-  prelates  purged  themfelves  of  a  promifcuous 
multitude :  they  reduced  to  four  reprefentative 
votes,  the  long  feries  of  independent  counts,  and* 
excluded  the  nobles  or  equeftrian  order,  fixty 
thoufand  of  whom,  as  in  the  Polifti  diets,  had 
appeared  on  horfeback  in  the  field  of  ele6kion. 
III.  The  pride  of  birth  and  dominion,  of  the 
fword  and  the  mitre,  wifely  adopted  the  com- 
mons  as  the  third  branch  of  the  legiflature,  and 
in  the.progrefs  of  fociety,  they  were  introduced 
about  the  fame  aera  into  the  national  affemblies 
of  France,  England,  and  Germany,  The  Han- 
featic  league  commanded  the  trade  and  naviga- 
tion of  the  north  :  the  confederates  of  the  Rhine 
fecured  the  peace  and  intercourfe  of  the  inland 
country:  the  influence  of  the  cities  has  been, 
adequate  to  their  wealth  and  policy,  and  their 
negative  ftill  invalidates  the  a^  of  tlje  two 
fuperior  colleges  of  electors  and  princes  '^^. 

It 

*^'  In  die  immenfe  labyrinth  of  the  Jus  publicum  of  Germanv»  I 
muft  either  quote  one  writer  or  a  thoufand  ;  and  I  had  rather  truft 
to  one  faithful  gmde»  than  tranfcribe,  on  credit,  a  multitude  of  names 
4nd  paflages.  That  guide  is  M«  Pfefifel,  the  author  of  the  beft  legal 
and  conftitutional  hiftory  that  I  know  of  any  country  (Nouvel 
Abreg6  Chronologique  de  l^Hiftoire  et  du' Droit  Public  d'Ailemagne. 

^   -x  Pari% 
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It  is  in  the  fourteenth  century,  that  we  may  c  H  A  P. 
view  in  the  ftrongeft  light  the  ftate  and  contraft  y^^lj 
of  the  Roman  empire  of  Grermany,  which  no  weaknefs 
longer  held,  except  on  the  borders  of  the  Rhine  and  pover- 
and  Danube,  a  fingle  province  of  Trajan  or  Con-  German^ 
ftantine.     Their  unworthy  fucceffors  were  the  Emperor 

Charles  IV 

counts  of  Hapfburg,  of  Naflau,  of  Luxemburgh,  ^,  £>, 
and  of  Schwartzenburgh :  the  Emperor  Henry  1347— 
the  Seventh  procured  for  his  fon  the  crown  of  '^^^ 
Bohemia,  and  his  grandfon  Charles  the  Fourth 
was  born  among  a  people,  ftrange  and  barbarous^ 
in  the  eftimation  of  the  Germans  themfelves  "^^ 
After  the  excommunication  of  Lewis  of  Bavaria, 
he  received  the  gift  or  promife  of  the  vacant  em- 
pire  from  the  Roman  pontiffs,'^  who,  in  the  exile 
^nd  captivity  of  Avignon,  affedled  the  dominion 
of  the  eai*th.  The  death  of  his  competitors 
united  the  ele6toraI  college,  and  Charles  was 
unanimoufly  fainted  King  of  the  Romans,  and 
future  Emperor :  a  title  which  in  the  fame  age 
was  proftituted  to  this  Csefars  of  Germany  and 
Greece.    The  German  emperor  was  no  more 

Parist  17769  »  yds.  in  4to^).  Hia learning  aiKl  judgment  have  di&emed 
the  mod  interefting  h6is ;  his  fimple  brevity  comprifes  them  in  a  nar« 
row  fpace  ;  his  chronological  order  diftributes  them  tinder  the  proper 
dates ;  and  an  elaborate  index  coUe6b  them  under  their  refpe^live  heads* 
To  this  worky  in  a  lefs  perfe^  Itate^  Dr.  Robertfonwas  gratefully  in* 
debted  for  that  mafterly  (ketch  which  traces  even  the  modem  changes 
of  the  Germanic  body.  The  Corpus  Hiftoriae  Gennanicse  of  Stru- 
vius  has  been  likewife  confulted»  the  more  ufefuUy^  as  that  huge  com-^ 
pilation  is  fortified  in  every  page  with  the  original  texts. 

'*''  Yet perfofiaifyt  Charles  IV.  muft  not  be  confidered  as  a  Bar« 
barian.  After  his  education  at  Paris,  he  recovered  the  ufe  of  the 
Bohemian,  his  native,  idiom  ;  and  the  Emperor  converfed  and  wrote 
with  equal  facility  in  French,  Latin,  Italian,  and  German  (Struvius, 
p.  6159  6i6*y  F^trarch  always  reprefents  htm  as  a  polite  and  learned  ' 
prince. 
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CHAP-*  thaa  the  el^ive  and  irppotent  magiftr^te  of  an 
y^^  ,  ariftopracy  of  princes,  who  had  not  left  him  s^ 
village  that  he  might  call  his  own.  jHis  beft 
prerogative  was  the  right  of  prefidiag  and  pro^ 
poiing  in  the  national  fenate,  which  was  conf^ 
veped  at  his  fummons ;  and  his  native  kingdom 
of  Bohemia,  lefe  opulent  than  the  adjacent  city 
of  Nurembergh,  was  the  firmeft  feat  of  his  powe^: 
A.B.  ai^d  the  richeft  fouj^ce  of  his  revenue.  The  army 
»35j*  ^ith  which  he  paffed  the  Alps  confifted  of  thr?Q 
j^undred  horfe.  In  the  cathedral  of  St.Am-* 
Drofe,  Charles  was  crowned  with  the  iron  crown 
which  tradition  afcribed  to  the  Lombard  mo^ 
ns^rchy  j  but  he  was  admitted  only  with  a  peaces 
ful  train  ;  the  gates  of  the  city  were  ihut  uppn 
him  ;  and  the  King  of  Italy  was  held  a  captive 
l^y  the  arms  of  the  Vifconti,  whom  he  confirmed 
in  the  fovereignty  of  Milan,  In  the  Vatican  he 
was  again  crowned  with  the  golden  crown  of  thei 
empire;  but,  in  obedience  to  a  fecr^t  treaty, 
the  Roman  |)mperpr  immediately  withdrew^ 
without  repofing  a  iingle  night  within  the  wall? 
of  Rome.  The  eloquent  Petrarch  '*%  whofe 
§mey  revived  the  vifionary  glories  of  thei  Capi- 
tol, deplores  and  uphra.ids  the  ignamipiqus^  flight 
«€  the  Bohemian  i  and  even  his  eentemporaries 
could  obferve,  ths^t  the  fp^e  exercif^  of  his  authon 
Hty  was  in  the  lucrative  &le  of  privileges  and 
titles.    The  gold  of  Itj^ly  Ifecured  the  ele^on  of 

'^'  Befide«  the  Gernuin  and  Italian  hiAoruuvr  the  ^pfedition  o{ 
Cities  IV.  if  painted  in  liyely'  and  origij?iaL  colo^cs  ijo^  t}^  curl^uj^ 
Memoises  fur  la  Vie  de  Petcajiq|ue»  torn.  iiL  ]^$^^-^430^  by>  the  Aj^ik^ 
4?  Sa^9  whofe  pn^uuty;  ha&  never  beeii  blamed  hy^  ^y  r^^^  o£  t^e^ 
and  curiofity. 

his 
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hi^  Ion  ;  but  flich  was  the  (hameful  poverty  of  C  H  A  R 
th^  Slom^n  Emperor  that  his  perfon  was  aiTefted  ^ J^^V^ 
by  a  butcher  in  the  ftreets  of  Worms,  and  was 
detained  at  a  public  inn,  as  a  pledge  or  hoftage 
for  the  payment  of  his  expences. 

fVom  this  humiliating  fcene,  let  us  turn  to  lilsoftenp 
Ihe  apparent  majefty  of  tlie  fame  Charles  in  the  **^^°^ 
diets  of  the  empire.  The  golden  bull,  which  1356.* 
fixes  tJie  Germanic  conftitution,  is  promulgated 
in  the  ftyle  of  a  fovereign  and  legiflator.  An 
hundred  princes  bowed  before  his  throne,  and 
exalted  their  own  dignity  by  the  voluntary  ho* 
iHMirs  which  they  yielded  to  their  chief  or  minit 
ter.  At  the  royal  banquet,  the  hereditary  great 
officers,  the  feven  eledlors,  who  in  rank  and  title 
were  equal  to  kings,  performed  their  folemn  and 
domeftic  fervice  of  the  palace.  The  feals  of 
the  triple  kingdom  were  borne  in  ftate  by  the 
archbifhops  of  Mentz,  Cologne,  and  Treves^ 
Uie  perpetual  arch-chimcellora  of  Germany, 
Italy,  and  Aries.  The  great  marfhal,  on  horfe* 
back,  exercifed  his  fundlion  with  a  filver  meafiirft 
Croats,  which  he  emptied  on  the  ground^  and 
immediately  difmounted  to  regulate  the  order  of 
the  gueils*  The  great  ftewaixi,  the  Count  Pala- 
tine of  the  Rhine,  placed  the  diflies  on  the  table* 
Tlie  great  chamberlain,  the  Margrave  of  Bran- 
denburgh,prefented,  after  the  repaft,  the  golden 
ener  and  bafbn,  to  wafli.  The  King  of  Bohemia, 
as  great  cup-bearer,  was  reprefented  by  the  Em- 
peror^s  brother,  the  Duke  of  Luxemburgh  and 
Brabant ;  and  the  proceffion  was  clofed  by  the 
great  huntfmen,  wbo  introduced  a  boiif  and  a 

p  4  flag. 
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CHAP,  flag,  with  a  loud  chorus  of  homs  and  hounds  '^^ 
,J^^'^  Nor  was  the  fupremacy  of  the  Emperor  confined 
to  Gei:many  alone  ;  the  hereditary  monarchs  of 
Europe  confefled  the  pre-eminence  of  his  rank 
and  dignity :  he  was  the  firft  of  the  Chriftian 
princes,  the  temporal  head  of  the  great  republic 
of  the  Weft  '"  :  to  his  perfon  the  title  of  majefty 
,     was  long  appropriated ;  and  he  diiputed  with 
thepope  thefublime  prerogative  of  creating  kings 
and  aflembling  councils*     The  oracle  of  the  civil 
law,  the  learned  Bartolus,  was  a  penfioner  of 
Charles  the  Fourth ;  and  his  fchool  refounded 
with  the  do6lrine,  that  the  Roman  Emperor  was 
the  rightfulfovereign  of  the  earth,  from  the  rifing 
to  the  fetting  fun.  The  contrary  opinion  was  con- 
demned, not  as  an  error,  but  as  an  hereiy,  fince 
even  the  gofpel  had  pronounced,  ^*  And  there 
"  went  forth  a  decree  from  Caefar  Auguftus,  that 
«  all  the  world  Ihould  be  taxed  ''\'\ 
Contraftof      If  we  annihilate  the  interval  of  time  and 
Midmodd;  fp^c®   between  Auguftus  and  Charles,  ftrong 
tyofAu-    and  ftriking  will  be  the  contraft  between  the 
*^'*       two  Caefars ;  the  Bohemian,  who  concealed  his 
weaknefs  under  the  maik  of  oftentation,  and 
the  Roman,  who  difguifed  his  ftrength  under 
^he  femblance  of  modefty.    At  the  head  of  his 
yi6lorious  legions,  in  his  reign  over   the.fea 
and  land,  from  the  Nile  and  Euphrates  to  the 
Atlantic  ocean,  Auguftus  profeffed  himfelf  the 

"'  See  the  whole  ceremony  in  Struviu«,  p.  6%^. 
1   '"  The  republic  of  Europe^  with  the  pope  and  emperor  at  its  Jieadf 
was  never  reprefented  with  more  dignity  than  in  the  council  of  Con* 
ftance.     See  Lenfant's  Hiftory  of  that  aiTembly. 
.   «+  Gravina,  Origines  Juris  Civilis,  p-aoS. . 

fervant 
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fervant  of  the  ftate  and  the  equal  of  his  fellow-  c  H  A  P. 
citizens.  The  conqueror  of  Rome  and  her  pro-  ^XJJX. 
vinces  aflumed  the  popular  and  legal  form  of  a 
cenfor,  a  conful,  and  a  tribune.  His  will  was 
the  law  of  mankind,  but  in  the  declaration  of 
his  laws  he  borrowed  the  voice  of  the  fenate 
and  people ;  and,  from  their  decrees,  «their  mail 
ter  accepted  and  renewed  his  temporary  com- 
miffion  to  adminifter  the  republic.  In  his  drefs, 
his  domeilics '",  his  titles,  in  all  the  offices  of 
focial  life,  Auguftus  maintained  the  character  of 
a  private  Roman  ;  and  his  moil  artful  flatterers 
refpe6ted  the  fecret  of  his  abfolute  and  perpetual 
monarchy. 

'ss  Six  thoufand  urns  have  been  difcovered  of  the  ilaves  and  freed<« 
men  of  Augufius  and  Livia.  So  minute  was  the  divifion  of  office» 
that  one  flave  was  appointed  to  weigh  the  wool  which  was  fpun  by'  * 
the  Emprefs's  maids*  another  for  the  care  of  her  lap-dogy  &c*  (Ca- 
mere  Sqwlchrale^  &c.  by  BianchinL  £xtra<5l  of  his  work*  in  the  Biblio- 
theque  Italique»  tom.  iv.  p.  175.  IBs  Eloge,  by  Fontenelle,  torn.  vL 
p.  356.).  But  thefe  fervants  were  of  the  iame  rank,  and  poffibly  not 
more  numerous  than  thofe  of  PoUio  or  Lentulus.  They  only  prove 
the  general  riches  of  the  city. 
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CHAP.  L. 

DefcTrption  of  Arabia  and  its  Inhabttants.'^Birth^ 
CharaSier,  and  DoSirine  of  Mahomet. — He 
preaches  at  Mecca. — Flies  to  Medina. — Propa- 
gates his  Religion  by  the  S'word. — Voluntary 
or  reluSiant  Subnuffion  of  the  Arabs. — His 
Death  and  Succejfors. — The  Claims  and  For- 
tunes  of  Alt  and  his  Defcendants. 

CHAP.   A  FTER  purfuing  above  fix  hundred  years  the 
^  fleeting  Caefars  of  Conftantinople  and  Ger- 

many, I  now  defcend  iathe  reign  of  Heraclius, 
on  the  eailern  borders  of  the  Greek  xtvonarchy* 
While  the  ftate  was  exhstufted  by  the  Peifian' 
war^  and  the  church  was  dijftradted  by  the  Ne(lo« 
rian  and  Monophyfite  fe6ks,  Mahomet,  with  the 
Iword  in  one  hand  and  the  koran  in  the  otberj^ 
ere6ted  his  throne  on  the  ruins  of  Chrillianity 
and  of  Rome.  The  genius  of  the  Arabian  pro- 
phet,  the  manners  of  his  nation,  and  the  fpirit  of 
his  rehgion,  involve  the  caufes  of  the  decline  and 
fall  of  the  Eaftern  empire;  and  our  eyes  are 
curioufly  intent  on  one  of  the  raofl  memorable 
revolutions  which  have  imprefled  a  new  and  laft- 
ing  chara6ler  on  the  nations  of  the  globed 

»  As  in  this  and  the  following  chapter  I  fliall  diTplay  much  Arabic 
learning,  I  muft  profefs  my  total  ignorance  of  the  Oriental  tongues, 
and  my  gratitude  to  the  learned  interpreters,  who  have  transfufed 
their  fcience  into  the  Latin,  French,  and  Bngliih  languages.  Their 
col!e<Slion6,  verfions,  and  hiftwes,  I  (hall  occafionally  notice. 

In 
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/  In  the  vacant  fpace  between  Perfia,  Syria,  chap. 
Egypt,  and  ^Ethiopia,  the  Arabian  peninfula*  ^J*^^ 
may  be  conceived  as  a  triangle  of  fpacious  but  Defcrip- 
irregular  dimenfiong.    From  the  Northern  point  **<*"  ^^ 
of  Beles '  on  the  Euphrates,  a  line  of  fifteen  hum 
dred  miles  is  terminated  by  the  flreights  of  Ba« 
belmandel  and  the  land  of  frankincence.  About 
half  this  length  may  be  allowed  for  the  middle 
breadth  from  eaft  to  weft,  from  Baflbra  to  Suez, 
from  the  Perfian  Gulf  to  the  Red  Sea\     The 
fides  of  the  triangle  are  gradually  enlarged,  and 

the 

'  The  geographers  of  Arabia  may  be  divided  into  three  cUfle$  ;  i. 
The  Greeks  and  Latinjy  whofe  progrefiive  knowledge  may  be  traced 
ill  Agatharcides  (de  Mari  Rubro,  in  Hudfon.  Geograph.  Minor,  toma*]^ 
Diodonis  Siculus  (torn.  i.  1.  ii-  p.  159 — 167,  1.  iii.  p.-2ii — 216.  edit* 
Wefielingy  Strabo  (1.  xvL  p.  1 1 1 2 — 1 114.  from  Eratofthenes,  p.  1 1  x  » 
*— 1132*  from  Artemidorus),  Dionyfms  iPeriegefis,  927—969.)!  PHi^y 
(Hift.  Natur.  v,  12.  vi.  32.)»  and  Ptolemy  (Defcript.  et  Tabula:  Ur^ 
bium>  in  Hudfon,  torn.  iii.).  a.  The  Arabic  twriters,  who  have  treated 
l^h^  (ubje^  with  the  zeal  of  patriodfm  or  devotion :  the  extra(5\s  of 
Pocock  (Specimen  Hift.  Arabumi  p.  125 — 128.)  from  the  Geography 
of  the  Shenf  al  EdriiHy  render  us  ftill  more  dlilktisiied  with  the  verlioni 
•QT  ibflridgeiBent  (p.  «4 — »;•  44 — j6.  loS,  $tc.  119,  &c.)  which  tha 
Maronites  have  publiflied  under  the  abfwrd  title  of  Geographia  Nubi- 
enlis  (Paris»  1619.);  but  the  Latin  and  French  tranflators,  Graves  (ia 
Hudfon«  tom*  iii.)  ami  Galkmd  (Voyage  de  U  PileiUne  par  la  Roque^  n 

I).  265 — j46«)i  have  opened  to  u%  the  Arabia  of  Abulfcda»  the  xnoft 
copious  and  corredl  account  of  the  peninfula,  which  nuy  be  enriche(}» 
howewy  from  the  Bibliotheque  Orientale  of  D'HerbeIot»  p.  lao.  el 
aJLibi  paffim*  3*  The  Euro^^an  traveliera  among  whom  Sk^w 
(p.43^ — 455.)and'Niebuhr(Defcription»J773.  Voyages,  tom.i.  1776  ) 
cfeferve  an  hoaouraUe  <tiftindkm :  BuibMng  (Geographie  par  Berengery 
tqa».¥ii).  p.416 — ^5  iQ.)  has  compiW4  with  judgment  I  ^nd  D'A;ivil}«'« 
Maps  (Orbis  Veteribus  Notus,  and  ire  Partie  de  TAiTe)  Hould  lie  be* 
fere  the  reader,  with  hia  Geographie  Ancienne,  tom.  ii.  p.  208 — 23  r. 

^  AbylM*  Dtfcriiit.  Ar^ii^,  p.  x.  D'Aii^e,  I'^uphr^te  et  ie  Tigi^l 
p.  19,  20.  It  was  in  this  place,  the  paradife  or  garden  of  a  fatrap, 
O^at  Xxaopkm  and  tke  Gmdbt  fkft  paflEed  the  Euphntea  (Ambafia^ 
U  i>.  e«  XQk  p.  a>  edit.  Wel]s>t 

.  ^  J^tkoid  ha»  pffovcdy  vith  aoitck  fiipciftiana  loanuiagt  t.  Thali  ear 
Red  Sea  (the  Arabian  Gulph)  ii  lux  mor^  tkan  ai  part  of  the  JAkv 
'^  Rubrum^ 


and  c]l- 
4nate. 
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c  H  A  p^  the  foutbem  bafis  prefents  a  front  of  a  tbouiand 
.  _^'_  .  miles  to  the  Indian  ocean.  The  entire  furfacci 
of  the  peninfula  exceeds  in  a  fourfold  proportion 
that  of  Germany  or  France  j  but  the  far  greater 
part  has  been  juftly  ftigmatifed  with  the  epithets 
The  foil  ofthe^ny  and  the  Jand;^.  Even  the  wilds  of 
Tartary  are  decked  by  the  hand  of  nature,  with 
lofty  trees  and  luxuriant  herbage  ;  and  the  lone- 
fome  traveller  derives  a  fort  of  comfort  and 
fociety  from  the  prefence  of  vegetable  life.  But 
in  the  dreary  wafte  of  Arabia,  a  boundlefs  level 
of  fand  is  interfered  by  fliarp  and  naked  moun- 
tains,  and  the  face  of  the  defert,  without  fhade 
or  ihelter,  is  fcorched  by  the  dire6i:  and  intenfe 
rays  of  a  tropical  fun.  Inftead  of  refrefhing 
breezes,  the  winds,  particularly  from  the  fouth- 
weft,  diffufe  a  noxious  and  even  deadly  vapour ; 
the  hillocks  of  fand  which  they  alternately  raife 
and  fcatter,  are  compared  to  the  billows  of  the 
ocean,  and  whole  caravans,  whole  armies,  have 
been  loft  and  buried  in  the  whirlwind.  The 
common  benefits  of  water  are  an  object  of  defire 
and  conteft  J  and  fuch  is  the  fcarcity  of  wood,  that 
Ibme  art  is  requifite  to  preferve  and  propagate 
the  element  of  fire.  Arabia  is  deftitute  of  navi- 
gable  rivers,  which  fertilize  the  foil,  and  convey 
its  produce  to  the  adjacent  regions :  the  torrents 
that  fall  from  the  hills  are  imbibed  by  the  thirfty 
e^rth :  the  rare  and  hardy  plants,  the  tamarind  or 
the  acacia,  that  ftrike  their  roots  into  the  clefts 

Eubrumf  the  Ept/O^ft  da\«<7vti  of  the  ancientsy  which  was  extended  t(v 
the  indefinite  fpace  of  the  Indian  ocean,  a.  That  the  fynonimous 
words  t^vO^fi^yM^iol^if  alluded  to  the  colour  of  the  blacks  or  negroes 
(Diliert.  Mifcell.  tom.i.  p.  59 — ii;*)* 

of 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  iai 

of  the  rocks,  are  nourifhed  by  the  dews  of  the  CHAP, 
night:  a  fcanty  fupply  of  rain  is  coUefted  incit 
terns  and  aquedu6ls :  the  wells  and  fprhigs  are 
the  fecret  treafure  of  the  defert ;  and  the  pilgrim 
of  Mecca  5,  after  many  a  dry  and  fultry  march,  is 
difgufted  by  the  tafte  of  the  waters,  which  have 
rolled  over  a  bed  of  fulphur  or  fait.  Such  is  the 
general  and  genuine  pi6lure  of  the  climate  of 
Arabia.  The  experience  of  evil  enhances  the 
value  of  any  local  or  partial  enjoyments.  A 
fliady  grove,  a  green  pafture,  a  ftream  of  frefli 
water,  are  fufficient  to  attra6t  a  colony  of  feden- 
tary  Arabs  to  the  fortunate  Ipots  which  can 
afford  food  and  refrefhment  to  themfelves  and 
their  cattle,  and  which  encourage  their  induftry 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  palm-tree  and  the  vine. 
The  high  lands  that  border  on  the  Indian  ocean 
are  diftinguilhed  by  their  fuperior  plenty  of  wood 
and  water :  the  air  is  more  temperate,  the  fruits 
are  more  delicious,  the  animals  and  the  human 
race  more  numerous :  the  fertility  of  the  foil 
invites  and  rewards  the  toil  of  the  hufbandman  ; 
and  the  peculiar  gifts  of  frankincenfe^  and  coffee 
have  attracted  in  different  ages  the  merchants  of 
the  world.     If  it  be  compared  with  the  refl  of 

\  *  In  the  thirty  days,  or  ftations,  "between  Cairo  and  Mecca,  there 
are  fifteen  deftitute  of  good  water.  See  the  route  of  the  Hadjees,  in 
Shawns  Travels,  p.  477. 

^  The  aromatics,  efpecially  the  tJ!nir  or  firankincenfe,  of  Arabia,  oc- 
cupy the  xiith  book  of  Pliny.  Our  great  poet  (Paradife  Loft,  1.  iv.)  in- 
troduces, in  a  fimile,  the  fpicy  odours  that  are  blown  by  the  north-eaft 
wiadfrom  the  Sabsean  coaft : 

■  Many  a  league, 
PfeaTd  with  the  grateful  fcent,  old  Ocean  fmlles. 
(1^.  Hift.  Natur.  xii.  4a.) 

the 
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CHAP.  thB  peninfala,  this  fequeftered  region  may  truly 
deferve  the  appellation  of  the  happy  ;  and  the 
Q)lendid  colouring  of  fancy  aild  fi6lion  has  be6tt 
fuggefted  by  contraft  and    countenanced  by 
diftance.      It  was    for    this    earthly  paradife 
that    nature    had    referved    her  choiceft    fa- 
vours and  her  moft  curious  workmanffiip ;  the 
incompatible    bleffings    of  luxury   ^nd    inno- 
cence were  afcribed  to  the  natives :  the  foil  was 
impregnated  with  gold  ^  and  gems,  and  both  the 
land  and  fea  were  tatfght  to  exhale  the  odours  of 
Divifion     ?^romatic  fweets.     This  divifion  ofihefandy^  the 
of  the      JlonyjB.x\A\hQ  happy^fo  familiar  to  the  Greeks 
fendy,  the  ^^^  Latins,  is  unknown  to  the  Arabians  them-' 

]tony>  and  i  .         /» 

the  happy  felvesf  t  and  it  IS  lingular  enough,  that  a  country, 
Arabia.  ^^hofc  language  and  inhabitants  have  ever  been 
the  fame,  ftiould  fcarcely  retain  a  veftige  of  its 
ancient  geography.  The  maritime  diftri6ls  of 
Bahrein  and  Oman  are  oppofite  to  the  realm  of 
Perfia.  The  kingdom  of  Yemen  difpkys  thef 
limits,  or  at  leaft  the  fituation,  of  Arabia  Foelix: 
the  name  of  Neged  is  extended  over  the  inlatrd 
fpace :  and  the  birth  of  Mahomet  has  ilhiftratecf 
.  the  province  of  Hgaz  along  the  coaft  of  the 
Red  Sea^ 

^  Agatharcides  affirms^  that  lumpfr  of  fure  goldl  vrert  fotxiid^  from 
t!ie  fize  of  an  olive  to  that  of  a  nut }  that  ireftWil»twic^aiidfilv«f  tea 
times  the  value  of  gold  (de  Mari  Rubro,  p.  60.)*  Thefe  ttelt  oi^  iwcia^jhh 
ary  treafures  are  vaniihed ;  and.  no  gold  Hiuie»  ire  at  prefeaft  Uon^en  in 
Arabia  (Niebuhp,  Defcription^  p.za4*)^ 

'^  Coniultr  penifey  and  i^udy,  the  SpecJAietf  Htfhtfia*  Arabuarf  jof 
^ocock  I  (Oxon.  16509  in  4to.}.  The  thifty  paf^et-df  lesf  andT^MMf 
are  extradled  from  the  Dyna^ies  of  Gr^fory  Abulpharagius*  which 
Pocock  afterwards- tranilated  (Oxonv  iM3r'»^4to,)i  th^CfanJI& hundred 
and  fifty-eight  notes  from  a daiTic  and  origfrnkl  woria  oAib^Jbainm 
antiquities. 

ij  The 
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*Ffae  meafure  of  peculation  is  regulated  by  tHe  C  H  a  p. 
means  of  fubfiftence ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  this      ^*. 
vd&  peninfula  might  be  out-numbered  by  the  Manners 
fubjedss  of  a  fertile  and  induflrious  province.  ^^*^^^- 
Along  the  fliores  of  the  Perfian   gulf,  of  the  orpaftorai 
ocean,and  even  of  the  Red  Sea,  tlie  I&hyophagi'^y  ^^^'• 
or  iifli-eaters,  continued  to  wander  in  queft  of 
their  precarious  food.  In  this  primitive  and  abjedl 
ftate,  which  ill  deferves  the  name  of  foci  ety,  the 
human  brute,  without  arts  or  laws,  almoil  without 
fenfe  or  language,  is  poorly  diftinguifhed  from 
the  reft  of  the  animal  creation.  Generations  and 
ages  might  roll  away  in  filent  oblivion,  and  the 
helplefs  favage  was  reftrained  from  multiplying 
his  race,  by  the  wants  and  purfuits  which  con- 
fined his  exiftence  to  the  narrow  margin  of  the 
fea-coaft.  But  in  an  early  period  of  antiquity  the 
great  body  of  the  Arabs  had  emerged  from  this 
fcene  of  mifery  5  and   as  the  naked  wilderneft 
could  not  maintain  a  people  of  hunters,  they  rofe 
at  once  to  the  more  fecure  and  plentiful  tondHion 
of  the  paftoral  life.     The  fame  life  is  unifi>rmly 
j)urfued  by  the  roving  tribes  of  the  defert,  and  ia 
the  portrait  of  the  modern  JBedoweenSy  we  may 
trace  the  features  of  their  anceftors'%  who,  in 

the 

9  Aman  remarks  the  l<fthyophagl  of  the  coaft  of  Hfejaas  (^etifiiii 
Mans  Erythrsd^  p.  ii.)  and  beyond  Aden  (p.  i;.)«  ^  (temt  prsbftble 
that  the  ihores  of  the  Hjed  Sea  (in  the  largell  fdnie)  were  occuj^ed  b)r 
tbde  favai^s  in  the  time^  perhxpsa  of  Cjirus ;  bot  I  can  hardlf  baUAVs 
that  any  cannibals  were  left  among  the  favagea  la  the  raga  of  Ji^iiahuli 
(Procop.  de  Bell.  Perilc*  L  i.  c.  X9«). 

'°  See  the  Specimen  Hiftorue  Axabum  of  Poeockt  Ivor  5.  S6r  9ic^ 
The  journey  of  M.  d'Arvieiix>  in  16649  to  the  camp  of  tW  enif  of 
Mouat  Carmel  (Voyage  de  la  Paleftiney  Amilerdam,  1 718)9  exhibits  a 

pleafing 
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CHAP,  the  age  of  Mofes  or  Mahomet,  dwelt  under 
iimiiar  tents,  and  condu6led  their  horfes,  and 
camels,  and  fheep,  to  the  fame  fprings  and  the 
fame  paftures.  Our  toil  is  leffened,  and  our 
wealth  is  increafed,  by  our  dominion  over  the 
ufeful  animals:  and  the  Arabian  fliepherd  had 
acquired  the  abfolute  poffeffion  of  afaithful  friend 

The  horfe,  ^"^  ^  laborious  flave".  Arabia,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  naturalift,  is  the  genuine  and  original 
country  of  the  horfe;  the  climate  moft  propitious, 
not  indeed  to  the  fize,  but  to  the  fpirit  and  fwift- 
nefs,  of  that  generous  animal.  The  merit  of  the 
Barb,  the  Spanifli,  and  the  Englifh  breed,  is  de- 
rived from  a  mixture  of  Arabian  blood" ;  the 
Bedoweens  preferve,  with  fuperftitious  care,  the 
honours  and  the  memory  of  the  pureft  race :  the 
males  are  fold  at  a  high  price,  but  the  females  are 
feldom  alienated ;  and  the  birth  of  a  noble  foal 
was  efteemed,  among  the  tribes,  as  a  fubje6b  of 
,  joy  and  mutual  congratulation.  Thefe  horfes  are 
educated  in  the  tents,  among  the  children  of  the 
Arabs,^  with  a  tender  familiarity,  which  trains 

V 

pleafing  and  original  pi<5^ure  of  the  life  of  the  Bedoweens,  which  may 
be  illuilrated  from  Niebuhr  (Defcription  de  1' Arabic,  p. 3 27 — 3 44.) and 
Volney  (torn,  i,  p.  343 — aSj.)*  the  laft  and  moft  judicious  of  our  Syrian 
travellers. 

"  Read  (it  is  no  unpleafing  talk)  the  incomparable  articles  of  the 
H0rfe  and  tlie  Camel,  in  the  Natural  Hiftory  of  M.  de  BuHbn. 

'*  For  the  Arabian  horfes,  fee  D'Arvieux  (p.159 — 173.)  and  Niebuhr 
(p.  14a — 1440'  ^^  the  end  of  the  xiiith  century,  the  horfes  of  Naged 
•were  efteemed  fure  footed,  thofe  of  Yemen  ftrong  and  ferviceable, 
thofe  of  Hejaz  moft  noble.  The  horfes  of  Europe,  the  tenth  and  laft 
clafs,  were  generally  defpifed,  as  having  too  much  body  and  too  little 
tjpmt  (D'Herbelot,  Bibliot.  Orient. p.  339.) :  their  ftrength  was  requifite 
to  bear  the  weight  of  the  knight  and  his  armour. 

II  them 
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them  in  tjie  habits  of  gentletiefs  and  attachraent*  chap. 
They  are  accuftooied  on^y  to  walk  and  to  gallop :  ,   J^*_^ 
their  feufations  are  not  blunted  by  the  inceflant 
abufe  of  the  fpur  and  the  whip :  their  powers  are 
referved  for  the  moments  of  flight  and  purfuit ; 
but  no  foon^r  do  they  feel  the  touch  of  the  hand 
or  the  ftirrup,  than  they  .dart  away  with  the 
fwiftnefs  of  the  wind ;  and  if  their  friend  be  dif-      * 
mounted  in  the  rapid. career^  they  inftantly  flop 
till  he  has  recovered  his  feat.     In  the  fands  of 
Africa  and  Arabia,  the  camelis  a  facred  and  pre*  The  ca- 
cious  gift.     That  flrong  and  patient  beaft  of  ^^* 
burthen  can  perform,  without  eating  or  drinking, 
a  journey  of  feveral  days ;  and  a  refervoir  of 
frefli  water  is  preferved  in  a  large  bag,  a  fifth 
ftomach  of  the  animal,  whofe  body  is  imprinted 
with  the  marks  of  fervitude ;  the  larger  breed  is 
capable  of  tranlporting  a  weight  of  a  thoufand 
pounds;  and  the  dromedary,  of  a  lighter  and 
more  adlive  frame,  outftrips  the  fleetefl  courfer 
in  the  race.     Alive  or  dead,  almoft  every  part 
of  the  camel  is  ferviceable  to  man :    her  milk  is 
pleatiful  and  nutritious :   the  young  and  tender 
flefli  has  the  tafte  of  veal'^ :   a  valuable  fait  is 
extra6led  from  the  urine :  the  dung  fupplies  the 
deficiency  of  fuel;  and  the  long  hair,  which  falls 
each  year  and  is  rene>yed,  is  coarfely  manu- 
faflkured  into  the  garments,  the  furniture,  and 

'^  Qui  carnibus  camelorum  vefci  folent  odii  tenaces  funt,  was  the 

opinioa  of.an  Arabian  phy fician  (Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  8  8.).    Mahomet 

.  fumfelf,  who  was  fond  of  milk,  prefers  the  cow,  and  does  not  even 

mention  the  camel ;  but  the  diet  of  Mecca  and  Medina  was  already 

more  luxurious  (Gagnler^  Vie  de  Mahomet^  tom.iii.  p,  404.). 

VOL.  IX.  Q  the 
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CHAP,  the  tents,  of  the  Bedowecns.  In  the  rainy 
^  ^'  ^  ieafbns  they  confnme  the  rare  and  infufficient 
herbage  of  the  defert :  during  the  heats  of  lum* 
mer  and  the  fearcily  of  winter,  they  remove  their 
encampments  to  the  fea-coaft,  the  hills  of  Yemen, 
or  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Euphrates,  and  have 
often  extorted  the  dangerous*  licence  of  vifiting 
the  banks  of  the  Nile,  and  the  villages  of  Syria 
and  Paleftine.  The  life  of  a  wandering  Arab  id 
a  life  of  danger  and  diftrefi ;  and  though  fome- 
times,  by  rapine  or  exchange,  he  may  appro- 
priate the  fruits  of  induftry,  a  private  citizen  in 
Europe  is  in  the  pofleffion  of  more  ibiid  and 
pleafing  luxury,  than  the  proudeil  emir,  who 
marches  in  the  field  at  the  head  of  ten  thoufand 
horfe. 
Cities  of  Yet  an  effential  difference  may  be  found  be- 
^^^***  tween  the  hords  of  Scythia  and  the  Arabian 
tribes,  fince  many  of  the  latter  were  collected 
into  towns,  and  employed  in  the  labours  of  trade 
and  agriculture.  A  part  of  their  time  and  in- 
duftry was  ftill  devoted  to  the  management  of 
their  cattle :  they  mingled,  in  peace  and  War, 
with  their  brethren  of  the  defert;  and  the  Be- 
doweens  derived  from  their  ufeful  intercourfe; 
fome  fupply  of  their  wants,  and  fbme  rudiments 
of  art  and  knowledge.  Among  the  forty-two 
cities  of  Arabia '%  enumerated  by  Abulfeda^  the 
moft  ancient  and  populous  were  fituate  in  the 


'^  Yet  Marcian  of  Heraclea  (In  Periploy  p.  i6.  in  toni.i.  Hudfon 
Minor.  Geograph.)  reckons  one  hundred  and  fixty-four  to^ms  in 
Arabia  Fcelix.  The  fize  of  the  towns  migU  be  fmall—* the  faith  of 
the  writer  might  be  lai^ge. 

happy 
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happy  Yemen :  the  towers  of  Saana'S  attd  the  ^  H  A  ft 
marvellous  refervoir  of  Merab'*, were  conftrudled  .^_^^   . 
by  the  kings  of  the  Homerites;  but  their  profane 
luflre  Was  eclipfed  by  the  prophetic  glories  of 
Medika'7  and  Mecca '%  near  the  Red  Sea,  and  Mecca; 
at  the  diilance  from  each  other  of  two  hundred 
and  feventy  miles*    The  laft  of  thefe  holy  places 
was  jknown  to  the  Greeks  under  the  name  of 
Macoraba ;    and  the  termination  of  the  word  is 
expreffive  of  itsgreatnefs,  which  has  not  indeed^ 
in  the  moll  flourifliing  period,  exceeded  the  fize 
and  populoufnefs  of  Marieilles.     Some  latent 
motive^    perhaps    of  fuperftition,    mufl    have 


'^  It  » /Compared  by  Abulfeda  (iaHudlbn»  tom.iii.  p. 54*)  to  Damai> 
pusy  and  is  ftill  the  refidence  of  the  Ixnan  of  Yemen  (Voyages  dp 
IN'eibuhr,  torn,  k  p.  33 1—34 2. )•  Saana  is  twenty-four  parafangs  from 
Dafar  (Abulfeda*  p*5i*)»  and  (ixty-eight  from  Aden  (p*53.)» 

'^  Pocockt  Specimen^  p.  57.  Geograph.  NubienfiS)  p.  5  4.  Meriali^ 
or  Merab)  fix  miles  in  circumference^  was  defiroyed  by  the  legions  of 
Auguihis  (Plin.Hift.  Nat.  vi.  3Z.)9  and  had  not  revived  in  the  xivtK 
cestury  (AJbulfed.  Pefcript.  Anib»  p.  58.). 

'7  The  namt  of  city^  MeMnop  was  appropriated^  xct^*  ^l^x^^*  ^  ^^ 
treb  (the  latrippa  of  the  Greeks),  the  feat  of  the  prophet.  The  diftan- 
ces  from  Medina  are  reckoned  by  Abulfeda  in  ftations,  or  days  journey 
of  a  caravan  (p.  15.):  to  Bahrein^  xv.;  to  Baflbraf  xviii.;  to  Cyihayxx.; 
to  Pamafcus  or  PalefUne,  xx.;  to  Cairo,  xxv.;  to  Mecca,  x.;  from 
Mecca  to  Saana,  (p. 5 2.)  or  Aden  xxx.;  to  Cairo,  xxxi  days,  or  j^l% 
iiours  (Shaw'i  Travels,  pf4770>  which,  according  to  the  eiUmate  of 
d'Anville  (Mefures  Itineraires,p.99.),  aUows  about  twenty-five  EngUni 
miles  for  a  day's  journey*  From  the  land  of  •frankincenfe  (Hadra- 
mtm,  in  Yemen,  betwe^  Aden  and  Cape  Fartaich)  to  Gaza^  ift 
Syrian  Pliny  (Hiil.  Nat*  xii«3a*)  computes  Ixv  manfions  of  camel|« 
Thefe  meafure  may  afiiit  fancy  and  elucidate  fadls* 

'*  Our  notiops  of  Mecca  muft  be  drawn  from  the  Arabians  (d'Herbe- 
IfiU  33>Ii^dveqiie  .OrqentAlei  p.  3l8--^37i-  Pocock,  Specimen^  p.  125 
'- — I2li-  Abulfeda^P'Xl^ — 4oO«  ^  no  unbeliever  is  permitted  to 
<nter  the  city,  our  travellers  are  filent ;  and  the  ihort  hints  ctf  The- 
venot  (Voyages  du  Levant,  part  i.  p.  490.)  are  taken  from  the  fuf- 
IMCJ01U  moath  of  an  Afaciin  renegado*  $Qme  Fcrlw^  tgKk^d^  6000 
houfes  (Chardioi  torn.  iv.  p,i67.)« 

Q  2  impelled 
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CHAP,  iinpelled  the  founders,  in  the  choice  of  a  mod 
unpromifing  fituation.  They  eredted  their  habi- 
tations of  mud  or  ftone,  in  £^  plain  about  two 
miles  Jong  and  one  mile  broad,  at  the  foot  of 
three  barren  mountains :  the  foil  is  a  rock ;  the 
water  even  of  the  holy  well  of  Zemzem  is  bitter 
or  brackifli ;  the  paflures  are  remote  from  the 
city ;  and  grapes  are  tranfported  above  feventy 
miles  from  the  gardens  of  Tayef.  The  fame 
and  fpirit  of  the  Koreifliites,  who  reigned  in 
Mecca,  were  confpicuous  among  the  Arabian 
tribes ;  but  their  ungrateftil  foil  refufed  the 
labours  of  agriculture,  and  their  pofition  was 

Ber  trade,  favourable  to  the  enterprifes  of  trade.  By  the 
fea-port  of  Gedda,  at  the  diftance  only  of  forty 
miles,  they  maintained  an  eafy  correfpondence 
with  Abyffinia ;  and  that  Chriftian  kingdom  af- 
forded the  firft  refuge  to  the  difciples  of  Ma- 
homet. The  treafures  of  Africa  were  conveyed 
over  the  peninfula  to  Gerrha  or  Katif,  in  the 
province  of  Bahrein,  a  city  built,  as  it  isfaid,  of 
rock-falt,  by  the  Chaldean  exiles'^:  and  from 
thence,  with  the  native  pearls  of  the  Perfian  Gulf, 
they  were  floated  on  rafts  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Euphrates.  Mecca  is  placed  almoil  at  an  equal 
diftance,  a  month's  journey,  between  Yemen  on 
the  right,  and  Syria  on  the  left  hand.  The 
former  was  the  winter,  the  latter  the  fummer,  fl;a- 
tion  of  her  caravans;  and  their  feafonable  arrival 
relieved  the  fhips  of  Indian  from  the  tedious  and 
troublefome  navigation  of  the  Red  Sea.    In  the 

'^  StralMS  l*3m«  p.xxxo.     See  one  of  thefe  ialtlioufes  near  Bafibrat 
in  d'Uerbeloti  Bibliot.  Orient,  p.6. 

markets 
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markets  of  Saana  and  Merab,  in  the  harbours  of  c  H  ap; 

■       I        " 

Oman  and  Aden,  the  camels  of  the  Koreifliites 
were  laden  with  a  precious  cargo  of  aromatics  j 
a  fupply  of  corn  and  manufa6lures  was  pur- 
chafed  in  the  fairs  of  Boftra  and  Damafcus ;  the 
lucrative  exchange  difFufed  plenty  and  riches  in 
the  ftreets  of  Mecca ;  and  the  nobleft  of  her 
fons  united  the  love  of  arms  with«  the  profeffion 
of  merchandife  *^« 

;    The  perpetual  independence  of  the  Arabs  National 
has  been  the  theme  of  praife  among  flrangers  ^^^^^£ 
9,nd  natives  ;  and  the  arts  of  pontrovei'fy  trans-*  the  Arabs. 
form  this  fingular  event  into  a  prophecy  and  a 
miracle,  in  favour  of  the  pofterity  of  Ifmael ". 
Some  exceptions  that  can  neither,  be  diflembled 
nor  eluded,  render  this  mode  of  reafoning  as 
indifcreet  as ;  it  is  fuperfluousj  the  kingdom  of 
Yemen  has  been  fucceflively  fubdued  by  the 
Abyflinians,  the  Perfians,  the  fultans  of  Egypt**, 
and  the  Turks'^;  the  holy  cities  of  Mecca  an^ 

Medina 

'  '"  Minim  di<5tu  ex  inn\imeri«  populis  pars  sequa  in  eommereih  au^ 
in  latrociniis  degit  (Plin.  Hift,  Nat.  vi.  3  a.).  See  Hale's  Kofan» 
Sural,  cvi,  p.  503.  Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  a.  D'Herbelot,  Bibliot- 
Orient,  p.  361.  Prideaux's  Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  5.  Ga^nier,  Vie 
de  Mahomet,  torn.  i.  p.  72.  120,  126,  &c* 

"  A  namelefs  do<5tor  (Univerfal  Hift*  vol,  xx.  o<5lavo  edition)  ha? 
formally  demonjirated  the  truth  of  Chriftianity  by  the  independence 
of  the  Arabs.  A  critic,  befides  the  exceptions  of  fa<5t,  might  difpute 
Wie.  meaning  of  the  text  (Genef.  3cvi.  \%^^t,  extent  of  the  application! 
"and  the  foundation  of  the  pedigree. 

"  It  was  fubdued,  A  J).  ii73>  by  a  brother  of  the  great  Saladki, 
who  founded  a  dynafty  of  Curds  or  Ayoubiteft  (Guignes,  Hift.  des 
Huns,  tom.i.  p-4a5«    D'Herbelot,  p.477.)« 

**  Byth«  lieutenant  of  Soliman  L  (A.  D.  15^8)  and  Selim  IT.' 
(1568}*     See  C^temir's  HUU  of  the  Othmau  empire]  p.  201.  32  r.^ 


L. 
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C  H  A  p«  Medina  have  repeatedly  bowed  under  a  Seytfaian 
tyrant  j  and  the  Roman  province  of  Arabia  *♦ 
embraced  the  peculiar  wilderneis  in  which 
Ifmael  and  his  fons  muft  have  pitched  their 
tents  in  the  fkce  of  their  brethren.  Yet  thefo 
exceptions  are  temporary  or  local;  the  body 
of  the  nation  has  efcaped  the  yoke  of  the 
xnoft  powerfiil  monarchies:  the  arms  of  Se-* 
foftris  and  Cyrus,  of  Pompey  and  Trajan^ 
cbuld  never  atchieve  the  conqueft  of  Arabia; 
the  prefent  fovereign  of  the  Turk^  **  may  ex^ 
ercife  a  fliadow  of  jurifiii3;ion,  but  his  pride 
is  reduced  to  folicit  the  friendfliip  of  a  people^ 
whom  it  is  dangerous  to  provoke  and  fruit<» 
left  to  attack.  The  obvious  caufes  of  their 
freedom  are  infcribed  on  the  chara^er  and 
<x>untry  of  the  Arabs*     Matly  ages  before  Ma<* 

The  Paffa^  wBo  refided  at  Saana^  commanded  twenty «oiie  Beyfi»  but 
BO  revenue  wa«  ever  remitted  to  the  Porte  (Marligliy  Stato  Militare 
dell.  Imperio  Ottomannoy  p.  I24.)9  and  the  Turks  were  expelle4 
^ut  the  year  1630  (Niebuhr,  p.  1679 168.)« 

^  Of  the  Roman  province^  under  the  name  of  Arabia  and  the 
^ird  Paleitiney  the  principal  cities  were  Bofira  and  Petra^  which 
^ted  their  aera  from  the  year  105,  when  they  were  itibdued  by  Pialma» 
a  lieutenant  of  Trajan  (Dion.  Caffius,  1.  Ixviii.).  Petra  was  the 
capital  x>f  the  Nabathseans ;  whofe  name  h  derived  from  the  eldeft  of 
the  Tons  of  Ifmael  (Oenef.  xxv.  itf  &c.  with  the  Commentaries  of 
Jerom,  Le  Clerc^  and  Calmet).  Juftinian  relinquiihed  a  pabn  coimtry 
jrf  ten  days  journey  to  the  fouth  of  JElah  (Procop.  de  Bell.  Perfic, 
1.  i.  c.  19.))  and  the  Romans  maintained  a  centurion  and  a  cufiom- 
^  houft  (Adrian  iti  PeHpIo  Maris  firythnei,  p.  11.  in  Hudfon,  torn.  i..% 
Kt  a  pltice  {Xivicn  kujfjCvi,  Pagtis  Albus  Hawara)  in  the  territory  of  Me- 
dina (D'Anville  Memoire  fur  I'Egyplej  p.  243.).  Thefe  real  poflef- 
&(HkSf  and  fotak  havai  inroads  of  IVtjan  (Peiip4.  p.  149  15. )»  are 
miignified  by  hiltory  and  medals  into  ikt  Roman  conqueft  of  Arabia. ' 
-'  Niebuhr  (Defcripdon  de  rArabie,  ^.  30ft,  303.  329 — 331.) 
ailbrds  the  mofl  veceat  and  authentic  laXieUifeQce  9i  the  TnrkiQi  em- 
pire in  Arabia,         .,.,...  ....  

10     '^  hornet. 
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liomet  "^5  their  intrepid  valour  had  been  feverely  C  H  A  Pt 
felt  by  their  neighbours  in  o£^five  and  defen* 
five  war.    The  patient  and  adtive  virtues  of  a 
ibldier  are  in&nfibly  nurfed  in  the  habits  and 
difcipline  of  a  paftoral  life.     The  care  of  the 
(heep  and  camels  is  abandoned  to  the  women  of 
the  tribe ;  but  the  martial  youth  under  the  ban- 
ner of  the  emir,  is  ever  on  horfeback,  and  in  t^e 
field,  to  pra6tife  the  exercife  iji  the  bow^  the  jave- 
lin,  and  the  Icymetar.     The  long  memory  of 
their  independence  is  the  firmeft  pledge  of  its 
perpetuity,  and  fucceeding  generiations  are  anir 
mated  to  prove  their  defcent,  and  to  maintain 
their  inheritance.     Their  domeftic   feuds  are 
fufpended  on  the  approach  of  a  common  enemy; 
and  in  their  lad  hoftilities  againft  the  Turks,  the 
caravan  of  Mecca  was  attacked  and  pillaged  by 
fouricore  thoufandof  the  confederates.     When 
they  advance  to  battle,  the  hope  of  victory  is  in 
the  front ;  in  the  rear,  the  afiurance  of  a  retreat. 
Their  horfes  and  camels,  who  in  eight  or  ten 
days  can  perform  a  march  of  four  or  five  hun^ 
dred  miles^  difappear  before  the  conqueror ;  the 
fecret  waters  of  the  defert  elude  his  £earch ;  and 
his  victorious  troops  are  oonfumed  with  thirft, 
hunger,  and  fatigue,  in  the  purliiit  of  an  in« 
vifible  foe,  who  fcorns  his  efforts,  and  fafely 
Tepofes  in  the  heart  of  the  burning  folitude.   The 
arms  and  deferts  of  the  Bedoweens  are  not  only 
the  fefeguards  of  their  own  freedom,  but  the  bar- 

*^  DMonuSicukM  (torn.  it.  1.  six.  p.  390 — 393*  edit.  Wefleling) 
lut#<rleariy«zpefed  the  freedom  of  the  Nabatli9Uji  ArsbSi  ivfao  r^ 
lifted  the  arms  of  Aatigonw  «Dd  his  foil.  

<l  4  riers 
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riers  alfo  of  the  happy  Arabia^  whofe  inhabitants^ 
remote  from  war,  are  enervated  by  the  luxury  of 
the  foa  and  climate.  The  legionB  of  Auguftus 
melted  away  in  difeafe  and  laffitude*' ;  and  it  is 
only  by  a  naval  power  that  the  redu6lion  of 
Yemen  has  been  fuccefsfuUy  attempted.  When 
Maliomet  erefted  his  holy  ftandard  *%  that  king- 
dom was  a  province  of  the  Perfian  empire ;  yet 
feven  princes  of  the  Homerites  ftill  reigned  in 
the  mountains  j  and  the -vicegerent  of  Chofroes 
was  tempted  to  forget  his  diftant  country  and  his 
unfortunate mafter.  The  hiftoriansof  the  age  of 
Juflinian  reprefent  the  ftate  of  the  independent 
Arabs,  who  were  divided  by  intereft  or  afFe6tion 
•in  the  long  quarrel  of  the  Eaft :  the  tribe  of 
Gajfan  was  allowed:  to  encamp  on  the  Syrian  ter- 
ritory ;  the  princes  of  Hira  were  permitted  to 
form  a  city  about  forty  miles  to  the  fouthward  of 
the  ruins  of  Babylon.  Their  fervice  in  the  field 
was  fpeedy  and  vigorous;  but  their  friendihip  was 
venal,  their  faith  inconftant,  their  enmity  capri- 
<;ious :  it  was  ah  eafier  talk  to  excite  than  to 
difarm  thefe  rowing  Barbarians ;  and,  in  the  fa« 
miliar  intercourse  of  war,  they  learned  to  fee, 
and  to  delpife,  the  Iplendid  weaknefs  both  of 
Rome  and  of  Perfia.    From  Mecca  to  the  Eu- 

^  Strabo»  1. xvi.  p-iia; — U29,  Plin.  Hift.  Natur.  vk  34.  iEliut 
Gallus  landed  near  Medina^  and  marched  near  a  thoufand  miles  into 
the  part  of  Yemen  between  Mareb  and  the  Ocean.  The  non  ante 
devidtis  Sabes  regibus  (Od.  i.  p*  29*)  and  the  intact  Arabum  thela^ 
(Od.  iii,  24.)  of  Horace,  atteft  the  virgin  purity  of  Arabia. 

.     ''  See  the  imperfe^  hiftory  of  Yemen  jn  Pococki  Specxmeny  p.  55 
'.-—66.  of  Hira»  p.  66 — 74.  of  Gaifan,  p.  75 — 78.  a$  far  as  it  couUi 
be  known  or  preferved  in  the  time  of  ignorance*. 

phrates,^ 
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phrates,  the  Arabian  tribes*^  were  confounded  chap. 
by  the  Greeks  and  Latins,  under  the  general  ap- 
pellation of  Saracens  3%  a  name  which  every 
Chriftian  mouth  has  been  taught  to  pronounce 
with  terror  and  abhorrence. 

The  Haves  of  domeftic  tyranny  may  vainly  Their  do- 
exult  in  their  national  independence;  but  thp  j^^ 
Arab  is  perfonally  ftee ;  and  he  enjoys,  in  fbme  and  cha- 
degree,  the  benefits  of  fociety,  without  forfeiting  ^^^"^ 
the  prerogatives  of  nature.     In  every  tribe,  fu- 
perftition,  or  gratitude,  or  fortune,  has^exalted  a 
particular  family  above  the  heads  of  their  equals* 
The  dignities  of  fheich  and  emir  invariably  de- 
fcend  in  this  chofen  race ;  but  the  order  of  fuc- 
ceffion  is  loofe  and  precarious ;  and  the  moft 
worthy  or  aged  of  the  noble  kinfmen  are  pre- 
ferred to  the  fimple,  though  important,  office  of 
compofing  difputes  by  their  advice,  and  guiding 
valour  by  their  example*    Even  a  female  of  fenfe 


•  ^The  Ta^KTiHKa  ^\o^  jjLvpMit^  rmna  xeu  to  v\u^c9»vrw  ipti^tovo/Lcoi, 
xfiu  a^E<nr»roft,  are  deibribed  hj  Menander  (£xcei*pt.  Legatioziy  p.  149*^ 
Procoplus  (de  Bell.  Perfic.  1.  i,  c.  17.  19.  1.  ii.  c.  10.) ;  and,  in  the  moft 
lively  colours,  by  Amxnianus  Marcellinus  (1.  xiv.  c*4*)»  who  had  fpoken 
5>f  them  a«  early  as  the  reign  of  Marcu$. 

^""^  Th^  name  which,  i^ied  hy  Ptolemy  and  PHny  in  a  more'con« 
fined,  by  Ammianus  and  Procopius  in  a  larger,  fenfe,  has  been  de- 
rived, ridiculouflyx  from  Sarahs  the  wife  of  Abraham»  obfcurely  fron^ 
the  village  of  Saraka  (jtxsra  'No^o^rauis,  Stephan.  de  Urbibus),  ixxgre 
plaufibly  from  the  Arabic  words,  which  figiufy  a  thie*vijh  charadler, 
xiv  Oriental  fituation  (Holtinger,  Hift.  Oriental.  1.1.  c.  i.  p.  7,  S.  Pococky 
Specimen,  p»33.  ZS-  Affeman,  Bibliot.  Orient,  torn.  iv.  p.567.).  Yet 
the  hit  and  moft  popular  of  thefe  etymologies,  is  refuted  by  Ptolemy 
(Arabia^/p*  %•  t3*  in  Hudfon*  torn,  iv.),  who  exprefaly  remarks  th^ 
weflem  2Uid  fouthem  pQfition  of  the  Saracens^  then  an  dbfcure  tribe 
on  the  borders  of  £gypt«  The  appellation  cannot  therefore  allude  to 
^y  national  cha^z^Xe^  \  and,  fioce  it  was  impqfed  by  firangerviit  mull 
be  foundi  not  in  the  Arabici  but  in  a  foreign  language. 
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CHAP,  ^d  Ipifit  has  been  permitted  to  tomasand  tbe 
_^'^^  countrymen  of  Zeoobia^'.  The  momentary 
juD)6tionof  feveral  tribes  produces  an  army;  their 
jsiore  iafting  union  conftitutes  a  nation ;  and  the 
fupreme  chief,  the  emir  of  emirs,  whoie  banner 
is  difphtyed  at  their  head,  may  deferve,  in  the 
eyes  of  ftrangers,  the  honcmrs  of  the  kingly  name^ 
If  the  Arabian  princes  abufe  their  power,  they 
are  quickly  puniflied  by  the  defertion  of  their 
fubje3;s,  who  had  been  accuflomed  to  4  mild  and 
parental  junfdi^ion.  Their  fpirit  is  free,  their 
Heps  are  unconfined,  the  defert  is  open,  and  the 
tribes  and  families  are  held  together  by  a  mutual 
and  voluiitary  oompaS;.  The  fofter  natives  <^ 
Yemen  fupported  the  pomp  and  majefly  of  a 
monarcdi ;  but  if  he  could  not  leave  bis  palace 
without  endangering  his  life^^,  the  ad^ve  powers 
of  government  muil  have  been  devolved  on  his 
nobles  and  magiftrates.  The  cities  of  Mecca 
and  Medina  prefent,  in  the  heart  of  Afia,  the 
form,  or  rather  the  fubftance,  of  a  common- 
wealth. The  grandfather  of  Mahomet,  and  iris 
lineal  anceflors,  appear  in  foreign  and  domeiUc 
tranfadtions  as  the  princes  of  their  country ;  but 
they  reigned,  like  Pericles  at  Athens,  or  the 


^'  Sancem  ....  muJieres  alunt  in  eos  regnare  (Ei^Kifitio  fodut 
Mundiy  p.3.  in  Hudfimy  tom-iiL).  The  reign  of  Mavia  is  famous  in 
ecdefiaftical  ftoiy*     Pocock»  Specimes,  p.  69. 8j. 

^  Mn  i{«iMM«x  Tw  fimoiXttmy  is  the  report  of  Agatharades  (<le  Maii 
Rubro,  p.659  64-  in  Hudfon,  tcauL),  Diodoms  Sicnhis  (tom.i.  LiiL 
c.  47-p*Ai5*>  luid  Strabo  (Larn.  p.zta4->  But  I  much  fufpedt  that 
this  is  one  «f  tiife  popular  taiwy  or  extraordinary  accident8»  whick 
liie  cvedulity  «f  trarellm  fo  cften  tnmtfo^ 
a  law. 

Medici 
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Medici  at  Florence^  by  the  opinioa  of  their  citAP; 
teifdom  and  integritjr }  their  •  Influence  was  .^^^ 
divided  with  their  patrimony ;  and  the  fceptre 
was  transferred  from  the  uncles  of  the  prophet 
to  a  younger  branch  of  the  tribe  of  KoreiilL 
On  foiemn  occafions  they  convened  the  aflembly 
of  the  people ;  and  fince  mankind  muft  be  either 
compelled  or  perfuaded  to  obey^  the  ufe  and  re^ 
putation  of  oratory  among  the  ancient  Arabs  i$ 
the  cleared  evidence  of  public  freedom".  But 
their  iimple  freedom  was  of  a  very  different  caft 
from  the  nice  and  artificial  machinery  of  the 
Greek  and  Roman  republics^  in  which  each 
Member  poflefied  an  undivided  fliare  of  the  civil 
and  political  rights  of  the  community.  In  the 
more  Ample  ilate  of  the  Arabs  the  nation  im 
iree^  becaufe  each  of  her  ions  difdaids  a  h^  ihb^ 
miffion  to  the  will  of  a  mafter.  His  bread  ia 
fiMtffieJnvith  the  auftere  virtues  of  courage,  pa^ 
tience,  andfobriety;  the  love  of  independence 
prompts  him  to  exercife  the  habits  of  felf-oom- 
mand ;  and  the  fear  of  diihonour  guards  him 
fh)m  the  meaner  apprehenfion  of  pain^of  danger^ 
and  of  deatb.  The  gravity  and  firmnefi  of  the 
mind  is  confpicuous  in  his  outward  demeanor  t 
his  fpeech  is  flow,  weighty,  and  cOnciffe,  he  is 
^Idom  provoked  to  laughter,  his  only  gdfture  is 
that  of  (Iroking  his  beard,  the  venerable  iymbol 


^^  Non  glariabantur  antiquitus  Arabes^  nifi  gladio^  Hofpitey  et  eio» 
^uaAia  (Si^jhadms;  apud  Pocock>  Spedknem  p.iSt»  i6».).  This  gife 
of  ^[wecfa  they.ihai«d  onty  with  the  PefGans;  and  the  fimteiitiov* 
JkxvSa^  would  pliably  have  ^^Sakied  4Jie  fimpke  aaA  HAfhae  Ipgic  of 
I>emofthene$. 

;■.-, ;•  :  of 
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CHAP,  of  manhood ;  jand  the  fenfe  of  his  own  import- 
ance teaches  him  to  accoll  his  equals  without 
levity,  and  his  fuperiors  without  aive^\    The  li-« 
berty  of  the  Saracens  furvived  their  conquefts : 
the  firfl  caliphs  indulged  the  bold  and  familiar 
language  of  their  fubjedls :    they  afcended  the 
pulpit  to  perfuade  and  edify  the  congiegation  : 
nor  was  it  before  the  feat  of  empire  was  removed 
to  the  Tigris,  that  the  Abbaffides  adopted  the 
proud  and  ponipous  ceremonial  of  the  Perfian 
and  Byzantine  courts. 
Civil  wars       In  the  ftudy  of  nations  and  men,  we  may  ob- 
^ter^      ferve  the  caufes  that  render  them  hoftile  or 
venge.       friendly  to  each  other,  that  tend  to  narrow  or 
enlarge,  to  mollify  or  exafperate,   the  focial 
chara6ter.    The  feparation  of  the  Arabs  from 
the  reft  of  mankind,  has  accuftomed  them  to 
confound  the  ideas  of  ftranger  and  enemy ;  and 
the  pQverty  of  the  land  has  introduced  a  maxim 
of  jurifprudence,  which  they  believe  and  pra6life 
to  the  prefent  hour.     They  pretend,  that  in 
the  divifion  of  the  earth,  the  rich  and  fertile 
climates  were  afligned  to  the  other  branches  of 
the  human  family;    and  that  the  pofterity  of 
the  outlaw  Ifmael  might  recover,  by  fraud  or 
force,    the   portion    of  inheritance    of  which 
he  had  been  unjuftly  deprived.     According  to 
the  remark  of  Pliny,  the  Arabim  tribes  are 
equally  addicted  to  theft  and  merchandife ;   the 

^  f  muft  remind  the  reader  that  d'Arrieuic,  d'Herbelot^  and  Niebuhis 
reprefeuty  in  the  moft  lively  colourB^  the  manners  and  government  of 
the  Arabsi  which  are  illuitrated  by  many  incidental  paflages  ii)  the  lif« 
of  Mahomet. 

2  caravans 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRJE-  .  ^37 

caravans  that  traverfe  the  defert  are  ranfomed  or  c  H  A  P. 
pillaged;  and  their  neighbours,  fince  the  remote 
times  of  Job  and  Sefoftris",  have  been  the  vic- 
tims of  their  rapacious  fpirit.    If  a  Bedoween 
difcovers  from  afar  a  folitary  traveller,  he  rides 
furioufly  againll  him,  crying,  with  a  loud  voice, 
*'  Undrefs  thyfelf,  thy  aunt  {my  wife)  is  without 
*^  a  garment."     A  ready  fubmiffion  entitles  him 
to  mercy ;  refiilance  will  provoke  the  aggreffor, 
and  his  own  blood  muft  expiate  the  blood  which 
he  prefumes  to  fhed  in  legitimate  defence.     A  ' 
lingle  robber,  or  a  few  affociates,  are  branded 
with  their  genuine  name ;  but  the  exploits  of  a 
jiumerous  band  affume  the  chara^er  of  a  lawful 
and  honourable  \var.     The  temper  of  a  people, 
ihus  armed  againft  mankind,  was  doubly  inflamed 
by  the  domeftic  licence  of  rapine,  murder,  and 
jevenge.  In  the  confl^itution  of  Europe,  the  right 
of  peace  and  war  is  now  confined  to  a  fmall,  and 
.the  actual  exercife  to  a  much  fmaller,  lift  of  re- 
4pe6lable  potentates ;  but  each  Arab,  with  impu- 
jiity  and  renown,  might  point  his  javelin  againft 
Ihe  life  of  his  countrymati.     The  union  of  the 
nation  confifted  only  in  a  vague  refemblance  of 
language  and  manners;  and  in  each  community, 
the  jurifdiaion  of  the  magiftrate  was  mute  and 
impotent.    Of  the  time  of  ignorance  which  pre- 


^'  Obfen'e  the  firft  chapter  of  Job,  and  thp  long  wall  of  150a 
*iladia  which  Sefoffais  built  from  Pelufimn  to  Hefiopolis  (Oiodor.  Sicul. 
item.  i.  1,  u  p.  67.).  Under  the  name  of  Hye/osj  the  Ihepherd  kingsi 
-they  had  formerly  fubdv«d  Egypt  (Mariham,  Canon.  Chron.  p.  98— 

ceded 
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CHAP.,  ceded  Mahomet,  feventeeii  hundred  battles^^  ar0 
^-  recorded  by  tradition :  hoftility  was  embitterec) 
with  the  rancour  of  civil  fadtion;  and  the  recital, 
in  profe  or  verfe,of  an  obfolete  feud,  was  fufficient 
to  rekindle  the  fame  paflions  among  the  defcen* 
dants  of  the  hoKlile  tribes.  In  private  life,  every 
man,  at  leaft  every  family,  was  the  judge  and 
avenger  of  its  own  caufe.  The  nice  fenfibility  of 
honour,  which  weighs  the  infult  rather  than  the 
injury,  (bed  its  deadly  venom  on  the  quarrels  of 
the  Arabs :  the  honour  of  their  women,  and  of 
their  beards^  is  mod  eafily  wounded;  an  indecent 
a£fcion,  a  contemptuous  word,  can  be  expiated 
only  by  the  blood  of  the  offender ;  and  fuch  i% 
their  patient  inveteracy,  that  they  expefit  whole 
months  and  years  the  opportunity  of  revenge. 
A  fine  or  compenfation  for  murder  is  familiar  to 
the  Barbarians  of  every  age;  but  in  Arabia  the 
kinfmen  of  the  dead  are  at  liberty  to  accept  the 
atonement,  or  to  exercife  with  their  own  hands 
the  law  of  retaliation.  The  refined  malice  of  the 
Arabs  refufes  even  the  head  of  the  murderer^ 
fubilitutes  an  innocent  to  the  guilty  perfon,  and 
transfers  the  penalty  to  the  bed  and  moft  con^ 
fiderable  of  the  race  by  whom  they  have  been 
injured.  If  he  &ils  by  their  hands,  they  are  ex^ 
pofed  in  their  turn  to  the  danger  of  reprifals,  the 
interefl  and  principal  of  the  bloody  debt  are  ac- 

^  Oryaccdd^  to  smotker  «ceamt«  iaoo  (d'Herbekit,  Biblietheque 
OrSentale,  p.  75.):  the  two  hifioriaiw  who  wrote  of  the  ufyam  al  AmSf 
the  battles  of  the  Arabs,  lived  in  the  9th  and  loth  cei^wy.  '  The  ^ 
mous  war  of  Dahes  and  Gabrah  was  occasioned  by  two  horlest  lafted 
forty  yearsy  and  ended  in  a  proverb  (Pococky  Specimen^  p.  48.). 

cumulated; 
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t!Umulated;  the  individuals  of  either  fartiily  lead  c  H  A  R 
a  life  of  malice  and  fuipicion^  and  fifty  years  may 
fometimes  elapfe  before  the  account  of  vengeance 
be  finally  fettled  ".     This  fanguinary  fpirit,  igno- 
rant of  pity  or  forgivenefs,  has  been  moderated^ 
however,  by  the  maxims  of  honpur,  which  require 
in  every  private  encounter  fome  decent  equality 
of  age  and  llrength,  of  numbers  and  weapons. 
An  annual   feftival  of  two,  perhaps  of  four,  Annnal 
months,  was  obferved  by  the  Arabs  before  the  *™^®' 
time  of  Mahomet,  during  which  their  fwords 
Mrere  religioufly  flieathed  both  in  foreign  and 
domeftic  hoftility ;  and  this  partial  truce  is  more 
ftrongly  expreffive  of  the  habits  of  anarchy  and 
warfare^'* 

But  the  fpirit  of  rapine  and  revenge  was  at-  Their  fa-' 
tempered  by  the  milder  influence  of  trade  and  gcttiow!*^ 
literature.  The  folitary  peninfula  is  encompafled  andvir- 
by  the  moft  civilized  nations  of  the  ancient  world:  ^^' 
the  merchant  is  the  friend  of  mankind:  and  the 
iannual  caravans  imported  the  firil  feeds  of  know« 
ledge  and  politenefs  into  the  cities,  and  even  the 
camps  of  the  defert.     Whatever  may  be  the  pedi- 
gree of  the  Arabs,  their  language  is  derived  froiii 
the  fame  original  flock  with  the  Hebrew,  the 

^  The  modern  theory  and  prance  of  the  Arabs  in  the  revenge  of 
4nurder»  are  defcribed  by  Nid)uhr  (Deicriptxony  p*  26-— 31.).    The 
hailher  features  of  antiquity  may  be  traced  in  the  Koran,  c.  2.  p*  %g»  ^ 
c*  27.  p*  ft30.  with  Sale's  Obftnrations* 

^  Procopiiis  (de  BeU.  Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  16.)  places  the  /wo  holy  months 
about  the  finmner  iolftice.  The  Arabians  confecrate  four  months  Af 
dbe  yev-r-the  Mt,  feventh*  eleventlw  and  twelfth ;  and  pretend,  that 
in  a  long  felies  of  ages  the  trace  was  in£ringed  only  four  or  fix  times 
•{Sale's  Ft^liminary  Difcouife,  p.  i47--*i5o«  and  Notes  on  the  izdi 
chapter  of  the  Kora%  p«  tS4t  te«  Cafiri>  Bibliot.  IfifpanonArabica, 
i0m.ii.p.4OiaiO* 

Syriac, 
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CHAP*  Syriac,  and  the  Chaldsean  tongues;  the  indepen- 
^  J-['  dence  of  the  tribes  was  marked  by  their  peculiar 
dialefils^' ;  but  each,  after  their  own,  allowed  a 
juft  preference  to  the  pure  and  perlpicuous  idiom 
of  Mecca.  In  Arabia  as  well  as  in  Greece,  the 
perfection  of  language  outftripped  the  refine- 
ment of  manners;  and  herfpeech  could  diverfify 
the  fourfcore  names  of  honey,  the  two  hundred 
of  a  ferpent,  the  five  hundred  of  a  lion,  the 
thoufand  of  a  fword,  at  a  time  when  this  copious 
diS;ionary  was  entrufled  to  the  memory  of  an 
illiterate  people.  The  monuments  of  the  Home- 
rites  were  infcribed  with  an  obfolete  and  myfte- 
rious  chara6ber ;  but  the  Cufic  letters,  the  ground- 
work of  the  prefent  alphabet,  were  invented  on 
the  banks  of  the  Euphrates ;  and  the  recent  in* 
vention  was  taught  at  Mecca  by  a  ftranger  who 
fettled  in  that  city  after  the  birth  of  Mahomet. 
The  arts  of  grammar,  of  metre,  and  of  rhetoric, 
were  unknown  to  the  freeborn  eloquence  of  the 
Ara'bians;  but  their  penetration  was  fharp,  their 
fancy  luxuriant,  their  wit  flrong  and  fententious% 

^^  Arrian,  m  the  fecond  century,  remarks  (in  Periplo  Maris  Ery- 
thraei)  p.  la.)  the  partial  or  total  difference  of  the  diale<5ls  of  the  Arabs. 
Their  language  and  letters  are  copioufly  treated  by  Pocock  (Speci- 
men, p.  150—154.),  Caiiri  (Bibliot.  Hifpano-Arabica,  torn.  i.  p.  i*  83* 
292.  torn.  iL  p.  25,  &c.)^  and  Niebuhr  (Defcription  de  TArabie, 
p.  72— S6.).  I  pais  flightly ;  I  am  not  fond  of  repeating  words  like  a 
parrot. 

^  A  familiar  tale  in  Voltaire's  Zadig  (le  Chien  et  le  Chcval)  is  re- 
latedy  to  prove  the  natural  fagacity  of  the  Arabs  (d'Herbelot,  Bibliot. 
Orient,  p.  i  ao,  1 2 1.  Gagnier,  Vie  de  Mahomet,  torn.  i.  p.  3  7 — ^46.) : 
but  d'Arvieuxy  or  rather  La  Roque  (Voyage  de  IVdeftine,  p.  92*)  de- 
nies the  boafied  fuperiority  of  the  Bedoweens*  The  one  hundred  and 
•iixly>nine  fentences  of  Ali  (tranflated  by  Ockly,  Londoni  17x8)  u£^ 
ford  a  juft  and  favourable  fpecimen  of  Arabian  ivit* 

and 
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and  theiF  n^or e  elaborate  compofitions  were  ad-  e  H  A  p. 
drefled  with  energy  and  eff€6t  to  the  minds  of  ,_^..^^^_^ 
their  hearers.  The  genius  and  merit  of  a  rifing  Love  of 
poet  was  celebrated  by  th^  applaufe  of  his  own  ^^' 
and  the  kindred  tribes.  A  fol^mn  banquet  was 
prepared,  and  a  chorus  of  women,  ftriking  their 
tymbais,  and  difplaying  the  pomp  of  their  nup- 
tials, fung  in  the  prefence  of  their  fons  and  huf* 
bands  the  felicity  of  their  native  tribe ;  that  a 
champion  had  now  appeared  to  vindicate  their 
rights ;  that  a  herald  had  raifed  his  voice  to  im- 
ji^ortalife  their  renown.  The  diftant  or  hoftile 
tribes  reforted  to  an  annual  fair,  which  was  abo- 
liihed  by  the  fanaticifm  of  the  firft  Moflems  j 
a  national  afleipbly  that  muft  have  contributed 
to  refine  and  harmonife  the  Barbarians.  Thirty 
days  were  employed  in  the  exchange,  not  only 
of  corn  and  wine,  but  of  eloquence  and  poe« 
try.  The  pri35e  was  difputed  by  the  generous 
emulation  of  the  bards ;  the,  victorious  perform- 
ance was  depofited  in  the  archives  of  princes  ^nd 
emirs ;  and  we  may  read  in  our  own  language,  the 
feven  original  poems  which  were  infcribed  in 
letters  of  gold,  and  fufpended  in  the  temple  of 
Mecca  *^  The  Alr^bian  poets  were  the  hiftorians 
and  moralills.of  the  age ;  and  if  they  fympathifed 
with  the  prejudices,  they  infpired  and  crowned 
the  virtues,  of  their  countrymen.    The  indiffo- 

'*'  Pocock  (Specimen,  p.  15  8 — 161.)  and  Cafiri  (Bibliot.  Hifpano- 
Arabica,  tom.i.  p.  48.  84*  &c.  119,  tom.ii.  p.  17,  &c.)  fpeak  of  th« 
Arabian  poets  before  Mahomet ;  the  feven  poems  of  the  Caaba  have 
been  publiihfid  in  Englifli  by  Sir  William  Jones ;  but  hfs  honourable 
mifiion  to  India  has  deprived  us  of  his  own  notesy  far  more  interefting 
than  the  obfcurie  and  obfolete  text. 

VOL.  IX*  K  luble 
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CHAP.  luble  union  ofgenerofity  and  valour  was  the  dar- 
ling theme  of  their  long ;  and  when  they  pointed 
their  keeneft  fatire  againft  a  defpicable  race, 
they  at&nned,  in  the  bittemefs  of  reproach,  that 
the  men  knew  not  how  to  give,  nor  the  women 
Examples  to  deny**.  The  fame  hofpitality,  which  was 
rf  gcBcio-  praftifed  by  Abraham,  and  celebrated  by  Homer, 
is  ftill  renewed  in  the  camps  of  the  Arabs.  The 
ferocious  Bedow'eens,  the  terror  of  the  defert, 
embrace,  without  inquiry  or  hefitation,  the  ftran- 
ger  who  dares  to  confide  in  their  honour  and  to 
enter  their  tent.  His' treatment  is  kind  and  re- 
ipeftful ;  he  (hares  the  wealth  or  the  poverty  of 
his  hoft :  and,  after  a  needful  repofe,  he  is  dif- 
mifled  on  his  way,  with  thanks,  with  bleffings, 
and  perhaps  with  gifts.  The  heart  and  hand  are 
more  largely  expanded  by  the  wants  of  a  brother 
or  a  ftiend;  but  the  heroic  a£ts  that  could  deferve 
the  public  applaufe,  muft  have  furpafled  the  nar- 
row meafure  of  difcretion  and  experience.  A 
dilpute  had  arifen,  who,  among  the  citizens  of 
Mecca,  was  entitled  to  the  prize  of  generofity, 
and  a  fucceflive  application  was  made  to  the 
three  who  were  deemed  moft  worthy  of  the  trial. 
Abdallah,  the  ion  of  Abbas,  uad  undertaken  a 
diftant  journey,  and  his  foot  was  in  the  ftirrup 
when  he  heard  the  voice  of  a  fuppliant,  ^^  O  fon 
"  of  the  uncle  of  the  apoftleof  Gt>d,  I  am  a  tra- 
"  veller,  and  in  diftrefs!*'  He  inftantly  difmount- 
ed  to  prefent  the  pilgrim  with  his  camel,  her  rich 
caparifon,  and  a  purfe  of  four  thouland  pieces 
•f  gold,  excepting  only  the  fword,  either  for  its 

*^  Sale's  Prdinunaiy  Difcooiie^  p.  a9»  30. 

intrinfic 
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intrinfic  value,  or  as  tlie  gift  of  an  honoured  chap, 
kinfman.     The  fervant  of  Kais  informed  the  fe-  .       _^ 
cond  fuppliant  that  his  mailer  was  alleep ;  but  he 
immediately  added,  "  Here  is  a  purfe  of  fevcn 
•'  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  (it  is  all  we  have  in  the 
"  houfe),  and  here  is  an  order,  that  will  entitle 
*'  you  to  a  camel  and  a  flave  :'*  the  mailer,  as 
foon  as  he  awoke,  praifed  and  enfranchifed  hi» 
faithful  lleward  with  a  gentle  reproof,  that  by  re-» 
fpedling  his  flumbers  he  had  Hinted  his  bounty^ 
The  third  of  thefe  heroes,  the  blind  Arabah,  at 
the  hour  of  prayer,  was  fupporting  his  Heps  on 
the  Ihoulders  of  two  Haves.  **  Alas!'*  he  replied^ 
"  my  coflFers  are  empty !  but  thefe  you  may  fell  ;  . 
"  if  you  refufe,  I  renounce  them."     At  thefe 
3ivords,  pulhing  away  the  youths,  he  groped  along 
the  wall  with  his  ftaff.    The  charadler  of  Hatem 
is  the  perfect  model  of  Arabian  virtue  *^ ;  he  wa$ 
brave  and  liberal,  an  eloquent  poet  and  a  fuccefs* 
ful  robbfer:  forty  camels  were  roalled  at  his  hot 
pitable  feall;    and  at  the  prayer  of  a  fuppliant 
enemy ,:he  rellored  both  the  captives  and  the  fpoil. 
The  freedom  of  his  countrymen  difdained  the 
laws  of  jullice :  they  proudly  indulged  the  fp6n- 
taneous  impulfe  of  pity  and  benevolence. 

The  religion  of  the  Arabs**,  as  well  as  of  the  Andent 
Indians,  confided  in  the  worftiip  of  the  fun,  the  ^*^**^*^^' 

moon, 

*'  D^Herbelot,  Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  458.  Gagnier  Vie  de  Mahomet, 
torn.  Hi.  p.  118.  Caab  and  Hefnus  (Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  43-  4^*  48O 
were  likewife  confpicuous  for  their  liberality ;  and  the  latter  is  ele- 
gantly praifed  by  an  Arabian  poet :  «<  Videbis  eum  cum  accefferi* 
exultantem,  ac  fi  dares  illi  quod  ab  illo  petis." 

^  Whatever  can  now  be  known  of  the  idolatry  of  the  ancient  Ara- 
Ibiansy  may  be  found  in  Pocock  (Specimen,  p.  89—136.  163,  i640* 
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CHAP,  moon,  and  the  fixed  flars;  aprimitive  and  i|)eciou3 
^*  mode  of  fuperftition.  The  bright  luminaries  of 
the  iky  difplay  the  vifible  image  of  a  Deity:  their 
number  and  diftance  convey  to  a  philofophic,  or 
even  a  vulgar  eye,  the  idea  of  boundlefs  fpace: 
the  chara6ler  of  eternity  is  marked  on  thefe  folid 
globes,  that  feem  incapable  of  corruption  or  de- 
cay ;  the  regularity  of  their  motions  may  be 
afcribed  to  a  principle  of  reafon  or  inllindl;  and 
their  real  or  imaginary  influence  encourages 
the  vain  belief  that  the  earth  and  its  inhabitants 
jire  the  objedl  of  their  peculiar  care.  The  fcience 
of  aftronomy  was  cultivated  at  Babylon ;  but  the 
fchool  of  the  Arabs  was  a  clear  firmament  and  a 
naked  plain.  In  their  no6i:urnal  marches,  they 
fteered  by  the  guidance  of  theftars:  their  names, 
and  order,  and  daily  ftation,  were  familiar  to  the 
curiofity  and  devotion  of  the  Bedow^en ;  and  he 
was  taught  by  experience  to  divide  in  twenty- 
eight  parts,  the  zodiac  of  the  moon,  and  to  blefi 
the  conftellations  who  refreflied,  with  falutary 
rains,  the  third  of  the  defert.  The  reign  of  the 
heavenly  orbs  could  not  be  extended  beyond  the 
vifible  fphere;  and  fome  metaphyfical  powers 
were  neceflary  to  fuftain  the  tranfmigration  of 
fouls  and  the  refarre6lion  of  bodies:  a  camel  was 
left  to  perifli  on  the  grave,  that  he  might  ferve  his 
mafl:erin  another  life;  and  the  invocation  of  de- 
parted fpirits  implies  that  they  were  ftill  endowed 
,  with  confcioufnefs  and  power.  I  am  ignorant,  and 
I  am  carelefs,  of  the  blind  mythology  of  the  Bar- 

His  profound  erudition  is  more  clearly  and  concifely  interpreted  by 
Sale  (Preliminary  Difcourfe,  p.  14 — 24.) ;  and  AfTemanni  (Bibliot. 
Orient,  torn.  iv.  p.580— 590.)  has  added  fome  valuable  remarks. 

barians ; 
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barians;  of  the  local  deities,  of  the  ftars,  the  air,  chap. 
and  the  earth,  of  their  fex  or  titles,  their  attri- 
butes  or  fubordination.  Each  tribe,  each  family, 
each  independent  warrior,  created  and  changed 
the  rites  and  the  obje6i  of  his  fantaftic  Mrorfliip ; 
but  the  nation,  in  every  age,  has  bowed  to  the 
religion,  as  well  as  to  the  language,  of  Mecca. 
The  genuine  antiquity  of  the  Caaba  afcends  be-  The  Caaba 
yond  the  Chriftian  sera :  in  defcribing  the  coaft  ^jj^^ 
of  the  Red  Sea,  the  Greek  hiflorian  Diodorus  ^^ 
has  remarked,  between  the  Thamudites  and  the 
Sabseans,  a  famous  temple,  whoEs  fuperior  fanc«     > 
tity  was  revered  by  all  the  Arabians :  the  linen 
or  filken  veil,  which  is  annually  renewed  by  the 
Turkifh  emperor,  was  firft  ofiered  by  a  pious, 
king  of  the  Homerites,  who  reigned  feven  hun- 
dred  years  before  the  time  of  Mahomet  ^.     A 
tent  or  a  cavern  might  fuffice  for  the  worftiip  of 
the  lavages,  but  an  edifice  of  ftone  and  clay  ha^ 
been  ere£ted  in  its  place  ;  and  the  art  and  power 
c^  the  monarchs  of  the  Eait  have  been  confined 


(Diodor.  Sicul.  torn,  u  Liii«p.  axx.}*  The  dhanufter  and  pofiticm  are 
£>  corredtiy  appofite^  that  I  am  furpnfed  how  this  curious  paflage 
ihould  have  been  read  without  notice  or  application.  Yet  this  famous 
temple  had  been  overlooked  by  Agatharcides  (de  MariRubrotp.jS. 
in  Hudfony  torn,  i.),  whom  Diodorus  copies  in  the  reft  of  the  defcrip* 
don.  Was  the  Sicilian  more  knowing  than  the  Egyptian  ?  Or  was 
the  Caaba  built  between  the  years  of  Rome  650  and  7469  the  dates  of 
their  relpe^Uve  hiftories  ?  (Dodwell,  in  Divert,  ad  torn.  L  Hudfbn> 
p.  7a.  Fabridusj  Bibliot.  Grsec.  torn.  ii.  p.  770.). 

^  Pococky  Specimen,  p.  60,  6u  From  the  death  of  Mahomet  we 
alcend  to  689  from  his  birth  to  1299  years,  before  the  Chriftian  sera. 
The  vet!  or  curtain,  which  is  now  of  iilk  and  gold,  was  no  more  than  a 
piece  of  Egyptian  linen  (Abulfeda  in  Vit.  Mohammed,  c.  6.  p.  Z4*)> 
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CHAP,  to  the  fimplicity  of  the  original  model  ^\  A  fpa- 
^'  cious  portico  inclofes  the  quadrangle  of  the 
Caaba;  afquare  chapel,  twenty-four  cubits  long, 
twenty-three  broad,  and  twenty-feven  high:  a 
door  and  a  window  admit  the  light ;  the  double 
roof  is  fupported  by  three  pillars  of  wood;  a 
fpout  (now  of  gold)  difcharges  the  rain-water, 
and  the  well  Zemzem  is  protected  by  a  dome 
from  accidental  pollution.  The  tribe  of  Koreifh, 
by  fraud  or  force,  had  acquired  the  cuftody  of 
the  Caaba:  the  facerdotal  office  devolved  through 
four  lineal  defcents  to  the  grandfather  of  Ma- 
homet ;  and  the  family  of  the  Hafbemites,  from 
whence  he  fprung,  wais  the  moft  refpedlable  and 
iacred  in  the  eyes  of  their  country  *^  The  pre- 
cin6ts  of  Mecca  enjoyed  the  rights  of  fan3:uary ; 
and,  in  thelaft  month  of  each  year,  the  city  and 
the  temple  were  crowded  with  a  long  train  of  pil- 
grims, who  prefented  their  vows  and  offerings  in 
the  houfe  of  God.  The  fame  rites  which  are  now 
accomplilhed  by  the  faithful  Mufulman,  were  in-f 
vented  and  pra6tifed  by  the  fuperflition  of  the 
idolaters.  At  an  awful  diftance  they  call  away 
their  garments :  feven  times,  with  bally  Heps, 
they  encircled  the  Caaba,   and  kiffed  the  black 

*^  The  (Kriginal  plan  of  the  Caaba  (vhich  is  fervilely  copied  in  Salci 
the  Univerfal  Hiftory,  &c.)  was  aTurkifh  draughty  which  Reland  (de 
Religione  Mohammedica>  p.  113 — 123.)  hascone6led  and  explained 
from  the  belt  authorities.  For  the  defcription  and  legend  c^  the 
Caaba,  confulc  Pocock  (Specimen,  p.  115 — 132.)»  the  Bibliotheque 
Onentale  of  d'Herbelot  {Caabas  Hagir^  Ztmzcm,  &c.^  and  Sale 
(fVetiminary  Difcoudjey  pw  114— 122.). 

^  Cofa>  the  fi(th  anceftor  of  Mahomet»  muft  have  ufurped  the  Caaba 
A*D.  440;  but  the  fioiy  is  differently  told  by  Jannabi  (Gagnier,  Vie 
de  Mahomet,  torn*  L  p.  65 — 69.)  «nd  by  Abulfeda  (in  Vit.  Mohani. 
.C.6.  p.i3.> 

done: 
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ftone :  feven  times  they  vifited  and  adored  the  CHAP, 
adjacent  mountains ;  feven  times  they  threw  ^  L  ^ 
ilones  into  the  valley  of  Mina :  and  the  pilgrim- 
age was  atchieved,  as  at  the  prefent  hour,  by  a 
iacrifice  of  flieep  and  camels,  and  the  burial  of 
their  hair  and  nails  in  the  confecrated  ground* 
Each  tribe  either  found  or'  introduced  in  the 
Caaba  their  domeftic  worfliip :  the  temple  was 
adorned,  or  defiled,  with  three  hundred  and  fixty 
idols  of  men,  eagles,  lions,  and  antelopes ;  and 
moft  confpicuous  was  the  ftatue  of  Hebal,  of  red 
agate,-  holding  in  his  hand  feven  arrows,  without 
heads  or  feathers,  the  inftruments  and  lymbols 
of  profane  divination.  But  this  ftatue  Was  a  mo- 
nument of  Syrian  arts :  the  devotion  of  the  ruder 
ages  was  content  with  a  pillar  or  a  tablet ;  and 
the  rocks  of  the  defert  were  hewn  into  gods  or 
altars,  in  imitation  of  the  black  ftone  *^  of  Mecca, 
which  is  deeply  tainted  with  the  reproach  of  an 
idolatrous  origin.  From  Japan  to  Peru,  the  ufe  Sacrificet 
of  facrifice  has  univerfaliy  prevailed  ;  and  the  *^^"*®'* 
votary  has  exprefled  his  gratitude,  or  fear,  by 
deftroying  or  confuming  in  honour  of  the  gods, 
the  deareft  and  moft  precious  of  their  gifts.  The 
life  of  a  man  ^°  is  the  moft  precious  oblation  to 

deprecate 

^  In  the  fecond  century,  Maximus  of  Tyre  attributes  to  the  Arabs 
the  worfliip  of  a  itone-^A^a/Siot  a-iffua-h  fAiVyOintvoc  h  hk  ot^a^  ro  ^e  a.ya\- 
IM  EiSov ;  X*0o?  w  TET^oyovoj  (DilTert.  viii,  torn.  i.  p.  14a.  edit.  Reiflce); 
and  the  reproach  is  'furioufly  re-echoed  by  the  Chriftians  (Clemens 
Alex,  in  Protrepticoi  p.  409  Amobius  contra  Gentes,  1.  vi.  p.a46.)u 
Yet  thefe  ftones  were  no  other  than  the  PoutvTm  of  Syria  and  Greece, 
fo  renowned  in  facred  and  profane  antiquity  (Eufeb..  Prsep.  Evangel. 
J.»  i-  P*  37*  Mariham,  Canon.  Chron.  p.  54 — ^56.). 

*°  The  two  horrid  fubjoSls  of  A»J^o0v(r*»  and  TLoulc^aMy  are  ac- 
curately ^cuiTed  by  the  leariied  Sir  John  Maiiham  (Canon.  Chron. 
it  4  P'  76 
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deprecate  a  public  calamity :  the  altars  of  Phce- 
nicia  dod  Eg3rpt,  of  Rome  and  Carthage,  have 
been  polluted  with  human  gore:  the  cruel  prac- 
tice was  long  preferved  among  the  Arabs ;  in  the 
thifd  century,  a  boy  was  annudly  fiicrificed  by 
the  tribe  of  the  Dumatians^';  and  a  royal  captive 
was  pioufly  flaughtered  by  the  prince  of  the  Sara- 
censj  the  ally  and  foldier  of  the  Emperor  Jufti- 
nian  ^\  A  parent  who  drags  his  fon  to  the  altar,  ex- 
hibits the  moil  painful  and  fublime  efibrt  of  fana- 
tacifin:  the  deed,  or  the  intention,  was  fan^ified 
by  the  example  of  faints  and  heroes:  and  the 
father  of  Mahomet  himfelf  was  devoted  by  a 
raib  vow,  and  hardly  i-anfomed  for  the  equiva- 
lent of  an  hundred  camels.  In  the  time  of  igflo- 
rance,  the  Arabs,  like  the  Jews  and  Egyptians^ 
abftained  from  the  tafte  of  fwine's  flefli  "j  they 

p.  76—78.301 — 304.)-  Sandioniatlio  derives  the  Phoeniciazi  r«icr^ 
fices  from  the  example  of  Chronus ;  but  we  are  ignorant  whether  Chro- 
0U8  lived  before  or  after  Abraham*  or  indeed  whether  he  lived  at  all* 

**  ISmv  iro?  iKoe^-09  Tai^a,  tOuoiJ,  is  the  reproach  of  Porphyry;  but 
he  likewife  inipates  to  the  Roman  the  ikme  bart>aroD8  cnnomy  which 
A.  U.  C.  657,  had  been  finally  aboUlhcd.  Dumatha»  Daumat  al  Gen- 
dal,  ift  noticed  by  Ptolemy  (Tabul.  p.  37-  Arabia*  p.  9 — 5^9  •)  and 
Abulfed^  (P*570;  and  may  be  found  in  D'Anville^s  maps*  id  themid- 
defert  between  Chaibar  and  Tadmor. 

^'  Procopius  (de  Bell.  Perfico*  1.  i.  c.  a8.)»  Evagrius  (l.vi.c.2409  and 
Pocock  (Specimen*  p.  72.86.)*  atteft  the  human  facrifices  of  the  Arabs 
in  the  vith  century.  The  danger  and  efcape  of  Abdallah*  is  a  tradition 
rather  ^han  a  fa(fl  (Gagnier*  Vie  de  Mahomet^  tom*i.  p.  82 — 840* 

*^  Suillis  camibus  abfiinent*  (ays  Solinus  (Polyhiftor.  c.  $s,'),  who 
copies  Pliny  1.  viii.  c.  68.)  in  the  ftrange  fappofition*  that  hogs  can- 
not live  in  Arabia.  The  Egyptians  were  aAuated  by  a  natural  and 
fuperftitious  horror  for  that  unclean  beaft  (Marfham,  Canon,  p.  205 .). 
The  old  Arabians  likev^'ife  praAiced,  poji  coitumy  the  rite  of  ablution 
(Herodot.  1.  i,  c.  80.),  which  is  ^nftified  by  the  Mahometan  law^ 
(Reland*  p.  75^  &c.  Chardin*  or  rather  the  MoilaJb  of  Shaw  Abbas* 
tom.iv.  p.7x*&c.).  ' 

circum- 
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circuiDcifed^*  their  children  at  tlie  age  of  pu-  chap. 
berty :  the  (atoe  cuftoms,  without  the  cenfure  or 
the  precept  of  the  Koran,  have  been  filently 
tranfoiitted  to  their  pofterity  and  profelytes.  It 
has  been  lagacioufly  conjeftui^,  that  the  aitful 
le^iflator  indulged  the  ftubborn  prejudices  of 
his  countrytnen.  It  is  more  fimple  to  believe  that 
he  adhered  to  the  habits  and  opinions  of  his  youth, 
without  forefeeiiig  that  a  practice  congenkl  to 
the  climate  of  Mecca,  might  become  ufelefe  or 
inconvenient  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube  or  the 
Volga. 

Arabia  was  free  :  the  adjacent  kingdoms  were  introduc- 
feaken  by  the  ftorras  of  conqueA  and  tyranny^  and  g^"  °^  *® 
the  perfecuted  fe^s  fled  to  the  happy  land  where 
they  might  profeft  what  they  thought^  and  prac-  • 
tife  what  they  profeffed.    The  religions  of  the 
Sabians  and  Magians,  of  the  Jews  and  ChrifUans, 
were  diffeminated  from  the  Perfian  (jrulph  to  the 
Red  Sea.      In   a  remote  period  of  antiquity, 
S^bianifm  was  difFufed  over  Afia  by  the  fcience 
of  the  ChaldeatK*^  and  the  arms  of  the  Aflyrians. 
IVom  the  obfervations  of  two  thoufand  years,  the 
priefts  and  aftronomers  of  Babylon  ^^  deduced  the 

eternal 

^  The  Mahometan  dcxftors  are  not  fond  of  the  fubjedl ;  yet  they 
hold  circumcalion  neceflkry  to  falvation,  and  even  pretend  that 
Mahomet  was  miraculoufly  born  without  a  foreikin  (PocockySpedmen^ 
p.  3199  3ftO.      Sale's  Preliminary  Difcourfe}  p.  106, 107.). 

"  Diodorus  Siculus  (torn.  i.l.  ii.  p.  14a — 1450  ^  ca(ft  on  their 
religion  the  curious  but  fupo^tdal  glance  of  a  Greek.  Their  afiraiiom.y 
would  he  hr  matt  viduaUe ;  theyhad  kx^ed  through  the  telelcopeof 
reafon,  fince  they  could  doubt  wfeeyifer  the  fun  were  in  die  nombar  of 
the  planets  pr  of  the  fixed  ftars. 

^*  Simplicius  (who  iquotcs  Porphyry )Hie  Cselo.  1.  ii.  com.  xlvi.  p.  l  a3. 
lin.  id.  apud  Mariham,  Canon.  Chron.  p.  474«  who  doubts  t!he  fa^ 

becau^ 
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CHAP,  eternal  laws  of  nature  and  Providence.  They 
^_^'  ^  adored  the  feven  gods  or  angels  who  dire6led 
the  courfe  of  the  feven  planets,  and  ftied  their 
irrefiftible  influence  on  the  earth*  The  attributes 
of  the  feven  planets,  with  the  twelve  figns  of  the 
zodiac,  and  the  twenty-four.conftellations  of  the 
northern  and  fouthern  hemifphere,  were  repre- 
fented  by  images  and  talifmans ;  the  feyen  days 
of  the  week  were  dedicated  to  their  relpefitive 
deities;  the  Sabians  prayed  thrice  each  day  j 
and  the  temple  of  the  moon  at  Haran  was  the 
term  of  their  pilgrimage".  But  the  flexible  genius 
of  their  faith  was  always  ready  either  to  teach 
or  to  learn :  in  the  tradition  of  the  creation, 
the  deluge,  and  the  patriarchs,  they  held  a 
Angular  agreement  with  their  Jewifli  captives  ; 
they  appealed  to  the  fecret  books  of  Adam, 
Seth,  and  Enoch ;  and  a  flight  infufion  of 
the  gqlpel  has  transformed  the  lafl:  remnant 
of  the  Polytheifl:s  into  the  Chriftians  of 
St.  John,  in  the  territory  of  Bafl^ora^^  The 
altars  of   Babylon    were    overturned    by  the 

Magians  ; 


becaufe  it  is  adverfe  to  his  fyftems.  The  earlieft  date  of  the  Chaldean 
obfervations  is  the  year  2234  before  Chriit.  After  the  conqueft  of 
Babylon  by  Alexander^  they  were  communicatedi  at  the  requeft  of 
Ariitotle>to  the  afironomer  H^parchus.  What  a  moment  in  the  annals 
of  fcience ! 

" Pocock  (Specimen,  p.  138 — 146.),  Hottinger (Hift.  Orient,  p.  i6» 
— »03.), Hyde  (de Religione  Vet.  Perfarum,  p.  124,  ia8,  Sec),  d'Herbe- 
Ipt  fSabh  p.  yzSf  7*6.),  and  Sale  (Preliminary  Difcourfe,  p.  14, 15.)^ 
rather  excite  than  gratify  our  curioiity ;  and  the  laft  of  thefe  writers 
confounds  Sabianifm  with  the  primitive  religion  of  the  Arabs. 

*«  D'Anville  (I'Euphrates  de  le  Tigre,  p.*  130—147.)  wiU  fix  the 
^tioB  of  theie  ambigious  Chriftians ;  AHemannus  (Bibliot*  Oriental* 

torn. 
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Magians ;  but  the  injuries  of  the  Sabians  were  chap* 
revenged  by    the  fword  of  Alexander ;  Perfia  ^..^..^.^j 
groaned  above  five  hundred  years  under  a  foreign  The  Ma^ 
yoke;  and  the pureftdifciples  of  Zoroafterefcaped  ^**°*' 
from  the  contagion  of  idolatry,  and  breathed  with 
their  adverfaries  the  freedom  of  thedefert*'.  Seven  The  Jews, 
hundred  years  before  the  death  of  Mahomet,  the 
Jews  were  fettled  in  Arabia :  and  a  far  greater 
multitude  was  expelled  from  the  holy  land  in  the 
wars  of  Titus  and  Hadrian*     The  induftrious 
exiles  afpired  to  liberty  and  power :  they  erefted 
i^nagogues  in  the  cities  and  cailles  in  the  wilder- 
nefs,  and  their  Gentile  converts  were  confounded 
with  the  children  of  Ifrael,  whom  they  refembled 
in  the  outward  mark  of  circumcifion.  The  Chrif-  The  chrif* 
tian  miifionaries  were  ftill  more  a6tive  and  fuc-  ***"*• 
celsful:  the  Catholics  aflerted  their  univerfal 
reign;  the  fe6ls  whom  they  oppreffedfucceffively 
retired  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Roman  empire  ;       \ 
the  Marcionites  and  the  Manichaeans  difperfed 
their  phantq/iic  opinions  and  apocryphal  goQ)els; 
the  churches  of  Yemen,  and  the  princes  of  Hira 
and  Gaflan,  were  inftrufted  in  a  purer  creed  by 
the  Jacobite  andNeftorian  bifliops^.  The  liberty 

torn.  ir.  p.  607— -614O  may  eicplain  their  tenets.  But  it  is  a  ilippeiy 
taik  to  afcertain  the  creed  of  an  ignorant  people,  afraid  and  afhamed 
to  difclofe  their  fecret  traditions. 

*»  The  Magi  were  fixed  in  the  province  of  Bahrein  (Gagnier,  Vie  de 
Mahomet)  torn.  iii.  p.  II4*)»  and  mingled  with  the  old  Arabians  (Po- 
cocky  Specimeut  p.  146^150.). 

*^  TTie  ftate  of  the  Jews  and  ChriAians  in  Arabia  is  defcribed  by 
Focock  firom  Shareftani^  &c.  (Specimen,  p.  6o.  134,  &c.)  Hottinger 
fHJfL  Orient,  p.  ai»— 138.),  dUerbelot  (Bihliot.  Orient,  p.  474 — 
476.),  Bafiiage  (Hift  des  Juifs,  tom.  vii.  p.  185.  torn.  viii.  p.  a8o.)b 
and  Sale  (Pkelinoiiiary  Difcourfey  p.  %%i  8cq.  33,  &c.}. 

of 
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C  H  A  P.  of  choice  was  prefented  to  the  tribes  :  each  Axsb 
was  free  to  ele^orto  comJ)oie  hisprivate  religion: 
and  the  rude  fuperftilion  of  his  houfe  was  mingled 
with  the  fublime  theology  of  faints  and  philofo- 
phers.  A  fundana ental  article  of  feith  was  incul* 
cated  by  the  confent  of  the  leartaed  ftrangers;  the 
fexiftence  of  one  fupreme  God,  who  is  exalted 
iabove  the  powers  of  heaven  and  earth,  but  who 
has  oiften  revealed  hinifelf  to  mankind  by  the  mi- 
niftry  of  his  atigels  and  prophets,  and  whole  grace 
or  jaftice  has  interrupted,  by  leafooabie  miracles, 
the  order  of  nature.  The  raoft  rational  of  tlie 
Arabs  acknowledged  his  power,  though  they  ne- 
glefied  his  worlhip^';  and  it  was  habit  rather  dian 
conviiftion  that  (lill  attached  th^m  to  the  relics  of 
idolatry.  The  Jews  andChriftians  were  the  people 
of  the  book;  the  bible  was  already  tranflated  into 
the  Arabic  language",  and  the  volume  of  the  old 
teftament  was  accepted  by  the  concord  of  thefe 
implacable  enemies,  tn  the  ftory  of  the  Hebrew 
patriarchs,  the  Arabs  were  pleafed  to  difcover  the 
fathers  of  their  nation.  They  applauded  the  birth 

^*  la  &eur  <^ering8|  k  was  a  maxim  to  defraud  God  for  the  profit 
«f  the  idoly  not  a  more  potent^  but  a  more  irritable  patron  (Pocock» 
Specimeny  p.  jo8,  169.). 

^'  Our  verfions  now  extant^  whether  Jewiih  or  Chriftian*  appear 
more  recent  than  the  Koran ;  but  the  exiftence  of  a  prior  tianflation 
maybe  fairly  inferred,  j[.  From  the  perpetual  pra<£tice  of  the  fyna- 
gogue,  of  expounding  the  Hebrew  leflbn  by  a  paraphrafe  in  the  vulgar 
tongue  of  the  country.  2.  From  the  analogy  of  the  Armenian,  Periian» 
iEthicmic  verfiohs,  exprefsly  quoted  by  the  fathers  of  the  fifth  century^ 
isrho  a&rt  that  the  Scriptures  were  tranflated  into  aUihe  Barbaric  Ian* 
guages  (Walton,  Prolegomena  ad  Biblia  Polyglot*  p.  34.  93^-97* 
Simon,  Hi^  Critique  du  V.  et  du  N.  Teftament,  torn.  i.  p»  z8o>  i8z. 
a8» — a86*  293*  305,  306.  tom.  iv.  p.  ao6.)« 

and 
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and  promifes  of  Khmael;   revered  the  faith  and  chap. 
virtue  of  Abraham;    traced  his  pedigree  and  ^     '_  ^ 
their  own  to  the  creation  of  the  firil  man,  and 
imbibed  with  equal  credulity,  the  prodigies  of 
the  holy  text,  aiid  the  dreams  and  traditions  of 
the  Jewiih  rabbis. 

The  bafe  and  plebeian  origin  of  Maliomet  is  Birth  and 
an  unlkilfiil  calumny  of  the  Chriftians^^  who  ^f^^at^ 
exalt  inftead  of  degrading  the  merit  of  their  ad-  met,  a.d. 
verfery^      His  decent  from   Ifnlael  was  a  na-  569-"669* 
tional  privilege  or  fable ;  but  if  the  firfl  fteps  of 
the  pedigree ^^  are  dark  and  doubtful,  he  could 
produce  many  generations  of  pure  and  genu- 
ine nobility;  he  iprung  from  the  tribe  of  Koreiih 
and  the  family  of  Hafhem,  the  mod  illuftrious 
of  the  Arabs,  the  princes  of  Mecca,  and  th^ 
hereditary  guardians  of  the  Caaba.    The  grand*- 
father  of  Mahomet  was  Abdpl  Motalleb,   the 
fon  of  Hafliem,  a  wealthy  and  generous  citizen^ 
who  relieved   the  diftrefs  of  famine  with  the 
fupplies    of  commerce.      Mecca,   which    had 
been  fed  by  the  liberality  of  the  father,   wa3 
faved  by  the  courage  of  the  fon.     The  kingdom 
<^  Yemen  was  ihbje^t  to  ii^e  Chriftian  princes 

^^  In  eo  convemunt  omoes  ut  piebeio  vilique  genere  ortum,  &c. 
(Hettinger,  Iliit  Orient,  p.  136.)-  Yet  Theophanes,  the  moft  an- 
cient of  the  Greeks,  and  the  father  of  many  a  Ue>  confefTes  that  Ma- 
homet was  of  the  race  of  Ifmael>  ex  /Aic6$  yivucityruTvis  ^Xn^  (Chrono- 
graph, p.  277.). 

*•*  Abalfeda  (in  Vit.  Mohammed,  c.  i.  %,)  and  Gagnier  (Vie  de  Ma- 
homet, p.  25— 97')  defcribe  the  popular  and  approved  genealogy  of 
the  prophet.  Al  Mecca,  I  would  not  difpute  its  authenticity :  at  Lau- 
ianUe,  I  will  venture  to  obferye,  i.  Thai  from  Ifm^el  to  Mahomety 
a  period  of  2500  years,  they  reckon  thirty,  inilead  of  feventy-five 
generations  a.  TJbat  the  modern  Bedoweens-are  ignorant  of  their 
ktStory  and  carelefs  of  their  pedigree  (Voyage  d'Arvieuzi  p.  ioo«  Z03.). 

of 
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c  H  A  P.  of  Abyffinia :  their  vaffal  Abrahah  was  provoke 
^'  by  an  infiilt  to  avenge  the  honour  of  the  crofs; 
and  the  holy  city  was  invefted  by  a  train  of  ele- 
phants and  an  army  of  Africans.  A  treaty  was 
propofed;  and,  in  the  firft  audience,  the  grand- 
father of  Mahomet  demanded  the  reftitution  ot 
his  cattle.  "  And  why,'*  faid  Abrahah,  "  do 
"  you  not  rather  implore  my  clemency  in  fa- 
"  vour  of  your  temple,  which  I  have  threatened 
"  to  deftroy  ?*'  "  Becaufe,'*  replied  the  intre- 
.  pid  chief,  "  the  cattle  is  my  own:  the  Caaba be- 
"  longs  to  the  gods,  and  they  will  defend  their 
«*  houfe  from  injury  and  facrilege/*  The  want  of 
provifions,  or  the  valour  of  the  Koreiih,  compelled 
the  Abyflinians  to  a  difgraceful  retreat:  their 
difcomiiture  has  been  adorned  with  a  miraculous 
flight  of  birds,  who  fliowered  down  (tones  on  the 
heads  of  the  infidels;  and  the  deliverance  was  long 
commemorated  by  the  aera,  of  the  elephant  *^ 
DeUver-  The  glory  of  Abdol  Motalleb  was  crowned  with 
^^  °^  domeftic  Tiappinefs,  his  life  was  prolonged  to  the 
age  of  one  hundred  and  ten  years,  and  he  became 
the  father  of  fix  daughters  and  thirteen  fons.  His 
befi:  beloved  Abdallah  was  the  mofi:  beautiful  and 


*5  The  feed  of  this  hiftory,  or  fable,  is  contained  in  the  cvth  chapter 
of  the  Koran,  and  Gagnier  (in  Prsefat.  ad  Vit.  Moham.  p.  189  &c.} 
has  tranflated  the  hiftorical  narrative  of  Abulfeda,  which  may  be 
illuftrated  from  d'Herbelot  (Bibliot.  Orientale,  p.  12.)  and  Pocock 
(Specimen,  p.  64.}.  Prideaux  (Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  48.),  calls  it  a  lie 
of  the  coinage  of  Mahomet ;  but  Sale  (Koran,  p.  501 — soz^)*  who  is 
half  a  Mufulman,  attacks  the  inconfiftent  faith  of  the  Dodlor  for  be- 
lieving the  miracles  of  Ibe  Delphic  Apollo.  Maracci  (Alcora^i,  tom.L 
part.ii.  p.  14.  tom.  ii.  p.  843.)  afcribes  the  miracle  to  the  devO,  and 
extorts  from  the  Mahometans  the  confeflion,  that  God  would  not 
have  defended  againft  the  Chriftians  the  idols  of  the  Caabtb 

modeft 
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modeil  of  the  Arabian  youth;  and  in  the  firft  chap. 
night,  when  he  confummated  his  marriage  with  3v  . 
Amina,  of  the  noble  race  of  the  Zahrites,  two 
hundred  virgins  are  faid  to  have  expired  of  jea- 
loufy  and  defpair.  Mahomet,  or  more  properly 
Mohammed,  the  only  fon  of  Abdallah  and  Amina, 
was  born  at  Mecca,  four  years  after  the  death  of 
Juftinian,  and  two  months  after  the  defeat  of  the 
Abyffinians^*,  wkofe  victory  would  have  intro- 
duced into  the  Caaba  the  religion  of  the  Chrif-, 
tians.  In  his  early  infancy,  he  was  deprived  of 
his  father,  his  mother,  and  his  grandfather;  his 
uncles  were  ftrong  and  numerous ;  and  in  the 
divifion  of  the  inheritance,  the  orphan's  fliare  was 
reduced  to  five  camels  and  an  Ethiopian  maid- 
fervant.  At  home  and  abroad,  in  peace  and  war, 
Abu  Taleb,  the  moft  refpe&able  of  his  uncles^ 
was  the  guide  and  guardian  of  his  youth ;  in  his 
twenty-fifth  year,  he  entered  into  the  fervice  of 
Cadijah,  a  rich  and  noble  widow  of  Mecca,  who 
foon  rewarded  his  fidelity  with  the  gift  of  her  v 
hand  and  fortune.  The  marriage  contradl,  in 
the  fimple  fl:yle  of  antiquity,  recites  the  mutual 
love  of  Mahomet  and  Cadijah ;  defcribes  him 
as  the  mofl^  accomplilhed  of  the  tribe  of  Ko- 

^  The  fafeft  aras  of  Abulfeda  (in  Vit.  c.  1.  p.  a.),  of  Alexander,  or 
the  Greeks,  8829  of  Bocht  Nafer,  or  Nabonafler,  13 16,  equally  lead  us 
to  the  year  569.  The  old  Arabian  calendar  is  too  dark  and  uncertain  to 
fupport  the  BenediAines  (Art  de  verifier  les  Dates,  p.  15.),  who  from 
the  day  of  the  month  and  week  deduce  a  new  mode  of  calculation,  and 
remove  the  birth  of  Mahomet  to  the  year  of  Chrift  570,  the 
loth  of  November.  Yet  this  date  would  agree  with  the  year  88a  of 
the  Greeks,  which  is  affigned  by  Elmacm  (Hift.  Saracen,  p.  5^)  and 
AbulpharagiUs  (Dynaft.  p.  loi.  and  Errata  Pocock's  verfion).  While. 
we  refine  our  chronology,'  it  is  tK)iiible  that  the  illiterate  prophet  was 
ignorant  of  his  own  age. 

reifli ; 
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reifli ;  and  ftipulates  a  dowry  of  twelve  ounces 
of  gold  and  twenty  camels,  which  was  fupplied 
by  the  liberality  or  his  uncle  ^',  By  this  alliance, 
the  fon  of  Abdallah  was  reftored  to  the  ftation 
of  his  anceftors;  and  the  judicious  matron  was 
content  with  his  domeftic  virtues,  till,  in  the 
fortieth  ye&r  of  his  age  *%  he  aflumed  the  title  of 
a  prophet,  and  proclaimed  the  religion  of  the 
Koran* 
Quaiifica-  According  to  the  tradition  of  his  companions, 
tions  of  Mahomet^  was  diftinguifhed  by  the  beauty  of  bis 
phetf^"  perfon,  an  outward  gift  which  is  feldom  defpifed, 
except  by  thofe  to  whom  it  has  been  refufed.  Be- 
fore he  Q)okey  the  orator  engaged  en  his  fide  the 
B&^&iom  of  a  public  or  private  audience.  They 
applauded  his  commanding  prefence,  his  majeftid 
aipedty  his  pierciog  eye,  his  gracious  fmile,  his 

^^  I  copy  the  honoumlile  ^eftimoBy  of  Abu  Taleb  to  hla  family  ^d 
nephew.  Lau9  Dei,  qui  nos  a  ftirpe  Abrahami  et  femme  Ifmaelis  cou- 
ftituit)  et  nobis  regionem  iacram  dedity  et  nos  judices  hominibus  fta- 
tuit.  Porro  Mohammed  filivs  Ab4«ilahi  nepotis  mei  (nefios  meus) 
quo  cum  ex  aequo  librabitur  e  Koraifludis  quifpiam  cui  non  praspond^ 
raturus  eft,  bonitate  et  excellentia^  et  intelle<^ii  et  gIoria»  et  acumine 
etfi  opum  inops  fperit  (et  certe  Qpes  umbra  tranfiens  funt  et  depefitum 
quod  reddi  debet)*  deliderio  Chadijse  fUi^  Chow^iledi  tenetur*  et  ilia, 
viciffim  ipfins)  quicquid  autem  dotis  vice  petieritis>  ego  in  me  Tufcipiam 
'  (Pococky  Specimen^  e  fbptimi  parte  libri  Ebn  Hamduni). 

^  The  private  life  of  Mahomet^  from  his  birth  to  his  miffion>  is 
preierved  by  Abuifeda  (in  Vit.  c.  5-— 7.)  and  the  Arafaiah  writers  of 
genuine  or  apocryph^  note,  M'ho  jp%  all^^ied  by  Hottinger  (Hift* 
Orient,  p.  204?-rzii.)»  Maracci  (tonui.  p.xo— >i4.)^  and  Gagnio- 
(Vic  de  Mahosiety  torn.  1.  p.  97 — 134.). 

^  Abulfedai  in  Vit.  c.  Ixv.  Ixvi.  Gagnier,  Vie  de  Mahomet^  tom.  iii. 
pi  %^% — a 89. ;  the  beft  traditions  of  the  perfon  and  cgnverfation  of  the 
prophet  are  derived  from  Ayeflia,  Ali,  and  Abu  Horaira  (Gagnier^ 
tom.  iL  p.  ^67.  Ockle/s  Hift.  of  the  Saracens,  vol.ii.  p.  i49.)>  fur- 
lamed  the  Father  pf  a  Cat,  who  died  in  the  year  59^  of  the  Hegira. 

14  flowing 
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flowing  beardyhiscoonteiianoe  that  painted  ev^  c  H  a  p« 
fetiiation  of  the  ibul,  and  his  geftures  that  en- 
forced each  expr^on  of  the  tongue.  In  the 
familiar  offices  of  life  he  fcnipuloufly  adhered 
to  the  grave  and  ceremonious  politenefi  of  his 
country :  his  refpeStful  attention  to  the  rich  and 
powerftd  waas  dignilBed  by  his  condofcenfion  and 
affability  to  the  poorefl  citizens  of  Mecca :  the 
franknefs  c^  his  manner  concealed  the  artifice 
of  his  views  j  and  the  habits  of  courtefy  were 
imputed  to  perfonal  friendfhip  or  univerfal 
benevolence.  His  memory  was  capacious  and 
retentive,  his  wit  eafy  and  focial,  his  imagination 
fublime,  his  judgment  clear,  rapid,  and  deci^ 
five.  He  pofleffed  the  courage  both  of  thought 
and  aAion;  and,  although  his  defigns  might 
gradually  expand  with  his  fuccefs,  the  firft  idea 
which  he  entertained  of  his  divine  miffion  bears 
the  damp  of  an  original  and  fuperior  genius.^ 
The  Ibn  of  Abdallah  was  educated  in  the  bo* 
ibm  of  the  nobleft  race,  in  the  ufe  of  the  pureft 
diale6t  of  Arabia  ;  and  the  fluency  of  his  fpeech 
was  corre6led  and  enhanced  by  the  pra6lxce  of 
difcreet  and  feafonable  filence.  With  thefe 
powers  of  eloquence,  Mahomet  was  an  illiterate 
Barbarian :  his  youth  bad  never  been  inflru£ted 
in  the  arts  of  reading  and  writing ^°j  the  com- 
mon ignorance  exempted  him  from  ihame  or 

reproach, 

''^  Thofe  who  believe  tlut  Mahomet  could  read  or  writer  are  in- 
capable of  reading  what  is  written}  with  another  pen,  in  the  Suratsy 
or  Chapters  of  the  Koran  vii.  xxix.  xcyi.  Thefe  texts,  and  the  tra- 
dition of  the  Sonna,  are  admitted  without  doubt>  by  Abulfeda  (in 
Tit.  c.vii.),  Gs^er  (Not.  ad  Abulfed.  p.  15.),  Pocock  (Specimen, 
p.  X5«.)  Reland  (de  Religione  Mohammedica,  p.  «36.),  and  Sale 
(Preliminary  Difcourfe>  p«4}*)  Mr.  Whitei  alxnoft  aloney  denies 
.  VOL.  JX.  s  the 
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reproach,  but  he  was  reduced  to  a  narrow  cir« 
cle  of  exiftence,  and  deprived  of  thofe  faithful 
mirrors,  which  refle£fc  to  our  mind  the  minds 
of  fages  and  heroes.  Yet  the  book  of  nature 
and  of  man  was  open  to  his  view ;  and  fome 
fancy  has  been  indulged  in  the  political  and 
philofophical  obfervations  which  are  afcribed 
to  the  Arabian  trcevelJer'*^.  He  compares  the 
nations  and  the  religions  of  the  earth;  dif- 
covers  the  weakne&  of  the  Perfian  and  Romau 
monarchies }  beholds,  with  pity  and  indigna- 
tion, the  degeneracy  of  the  times ;  and  refolves 
to  unite,  under  one  Grod  and  one  king,  the 
invincible  ipirit  and  primitive  virtues  of  the 
Arabs.  Our  more  accurate  inquiry  will  fuggeft, 
that  inftead  of  vifiting  the  courts,  the  camps, 
the  temples  of  the  Eaft,  the  two  journeys  of 
Mahomet  into  Syria  were  confined  to  the  fairs  of 
Boftra  and  Damafcus ;  that  he  was  only  thirteen 
years  of  age  when  he  accompanied  the  caravan' 
of  his  uncle,  and  that  his  duty  compelled  him  to 

the  ignorance^  to  accafe  the  impofture»  of  the  prophet*  His  ai^- 
menti  are  hr  from  iktisfadloiy.  ,  Two  ihort  trading  journeys  to  the 
Curs  of  Syria^  were  furdy  not  fuffident  to  infufe  a  fcience  fo  rare 
-sunong  the  citizens  of  Mecca:  it  was  not  in  the  cool  deliberate  a^ 
of  a  treaty  that  Mahomet  would  have  dropt  the  maik ;  nor  can  any 
condufion  be  drawn  from  the  woxds  of  difeaie  and  delirium.  The  let* 
tared  youths  before  he  ai^ired  to  the  prophetic  chara^ter^  muft  have 
often  exercifedy  in  private  life^  the  arts  of  reading  and  writing ;  and  his 
firft  converts  of  his  own  family,  would  have  been  the  firft  to  deteA 
and  upbraid  his  fcandalous  hypocrify  (White's  Sermons,  p.  203, 304« 
Notes,  p.  xxxviiT— xzxviii.). 

''  lie  Count  de  Boulain^nlliers  (Vie  de  Mahomed,  p.  %o% — aaS.) 
leads  his  Arabian  pupil,  like  the  Telemachus  of  Fenelon,  or  the  Cyrus 
^  Ramiay.  His  journey  to  the  court  of  Perfia  is  probd^Iy  a  fidtion ; 
nor  can  f  trace  the  origin  of  his  exclamation,  <<Les  Grecs  font  pourtant 
««  des  hommes."  The  two  Syrian  journeys  are  expieffed  by  almoft 
all  die  Arabian  writersy  both  Mahometaas  aad  ChriJ^Luis  (Gagnier  ad 
AbuUed*  p.  10.). 

.return 
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return  as  foon  as  he  had  difpofed  of  the  mer-  chap. 
chandife  of  Cadijah.  In  thefe  hafty  and  fuper-  ^ 
ficial  excurfions,  the  eye  of  genius  might  difcera 
fbme  objedls  invilible  to  his  groffer  companions  j 
fome  feeds  of  knowledge  might  be  call  upon  a 
fruitful  foil*;  but  his  ignorance  of  the  Syriac 
language  mud  have  checked  his  curioiity ;  and 
I  cannot  perceive  in  the  life  or  writings  of  Ma- 
hornet,  that  his  prolpe6l  was  far  extended  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  Arabian  world.  From 
every  region  of  that  folitary  world,  the  pilgrims 
of  Mecca  were  annually  affembled,  by  the  calls 
of  devotion  and  commerce :  in  the  free  con- 
courfe  of  multitudes,  a  fimple  citizen,  in  his 
native  tongue,  might  ftudy  the  political  (late 
and  chara6ler  of  the  tribes,  the  theory  and 
pra6lice  of  the  Jews  and  Chriftians.  Some 
ufeful  ftrangers  might  be  tempted,  or  forced, 
to  implore  the  rights  of  holpitality ;  and  the 
enemies  of  Mahomet  have  named  the  Jew, 
the  Perfian,  and  the  Syrian  monk,  whom  they 
accufe  of  lending  their  fecret  aid  to  the  com- 
pofition  of  the  Koraa  ^*.  Converfation  enriches 
the  underftanding,  but  folitude  is  the  fchool  of 
genius ;  and  the  uniformity  of  a  work  denotes 
the  hand  of  a  fingle  artift.  From  his  earlieft 
youth  Mahomet  wasaddifiled  to  religious  contem- 
plation :  each  year,  during  the  month  of  Rama- 
dan, he  withdrew  from  the  world  and  from  the 

7'  I  am  not  at  leifure  to  purfue  the  fables  or  eonjedlures  which  name 
the  ftrangers  accufed  or  fufpedled  by  the  infidels  of  Mecca  (Koran, 
c.  i6.  p.  »»3.  c.  35.  p.  497.  with  Sale's  Remarks.  Prideaux's  Life  of 
Mahomet,  p. %% — ay.  Gagnier,  Not.  ad  Abulfed.  p.  1 1.  74.  Maracci, 
torn.  ii«  p.400*)  Even  Prideaux  has  obferved  that  the  traxifk^on  muft 
hare  been  i«erft»  and'  that  the  fcene  lay  in  the  heart  of  iVrabia. 

s  2  arms 
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G  H  A  F^  arms  of  Cadijah :  in  the  cave  of  Hera,  three 
miles  from  Mecca^%  he  confulted  the  Ipirit 
pf  fraud  or  enthufiafm,  whofe  abode  is  not  in 
the  heavens^  but  in  the  mind  of  the  prophet. 
The  faith  which,  under  the  name  of  i^jUmij  he 
preached  to  his  family  and  nation,  is  compounded 
of  an  eternal  truth  and  a  neceflary  fiction,  that 

THERE   IS  ONLY   ONE  GoD,   AND  THAT    MaHOMET 
IS  THE  APOSTLE  OF  GoD. 

One  God.  It  is  the  boafl  of  the  Jewiih  applogifts,  that 
while  the  learned  nations  of  antiquity  were  de-» 
luded  by  the  fables  of  Polytheifm,  their  fimple 
/  anceflors  of  Paleftine  preferved  the  knowledge 
and  worlhip  of  the  true  God.  The  moral  at- 
tributes of  Jehovah  may  not  eafily  be  recon* 
ciled  with  the  ftandard  of  human  virtue :  his  me- 
taphyfical  qualities  are  darkly  exprefled;  but 
each  page  of  the  Pentateuch  and  the  Prophets 
is  an  evidence  of  his  power  :  the  unity  of  his 
name  is  infcribed  on  the  firft  table  of  the  law  ; 
and  his  fandtuary  was  never  defiled  by  any  vifi- 
ble  image  of  the  inyifible  eflence.  After  the 
ruin  of  the  temple,  the  f^th  of  the  Hebrew 
exiles  was  purified,  fixed,  and  enlightened^  by 
the  fpiritual  devotion  of  the  lynagoguej  and 
the  authority  of  Mahomet  will  not  juftify  his 
perpetual  reproach,  that  the  Jews  of  Mecca 
or  Medina  adored  Ezra  as  the  fon  of  God'\ 

73  Abulfieda  in  Vit  c.  7.  p.  15.  Gagnicr,  torn.  i.  p.i33, 135.  Th* 
iituation  of  Mount  Hera  is  remarked  byAbulfeda  (Geograph.  Arab, 
p.  4.).  Yet  Mahomet  had  never  read  of  the  cave  of  £geria»  ubt  aoc* 
turns  Numa  conftituebat  amicae*  of  the  Id«aa  mounts  when  MinM. 
converfed  with  Jove,  &c. 

7^  Korani  c.  9.  p-i5^«  Al  Beidawi^  and  the  other^  commentaton 
quoted  by  Sale,  adhere  to  the  charge;  but  I  do  not  underfland  thft  it 
ia  coloured  by  the  moil  obfcure  or  ahfurd  tradition  of  the  Talmudiils* 

10  But 
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But  the  children  of  Ifrael  had  ceafed  to  be 
people ;  and  the  religions  of  the  world  were 
guilty,  at  leail  in  the  eyes  of  the  Prophet,  of 
giving  fons,  or  daughters,  or  companions,  to 
the  fupreme  God.  In  the  rude  idolatry  of  the 
Arabs,  the  crime  is  manifeft  and  audacious :  the 
Sabians  are  poorly  excufed  by  the  pre-eminence 
of  the  fiiil  planet,  or  intelligence  in  their  ccelef- 
tial  hierarchy;  and  in  the  Magian  fyflem  the 
€onfli£t  of  the  two  principles  betrays  the  imper- 
fe£tion  of  the  conqueror.  The  Chriftians  of  the 
feventh  century  had  infenfibly  relapfed  into  a 
femblance  of  paganifm;  their  public  and  private 
vows  were  addrefled  to  the  relics  and  images  that 
4it%r2uced  the  temples  of  the  £a(t :  the  throne  of 
the  Almighty  was  darkened  by  a  cloud  of  mar- 
tyrs,  and  faints,  and  angels,  the  objedts  of  popu- 
lar veneration ;  and  the  CoUyridian  heretics  who 
flourifhed  in  the  fruitful  foil  of  Arabia;  invefted 
the  Virgin  Mary  with  the  name  and  honours  of 
a  goddefi  ".  The  myfteries  of  the  Trinity  and 
Incarnation  appear  to  contradict  the  principle 
of  the  divine  unity.  In  their  obvious  fenfe* 
they  introduce  three  equal  deities,  and  transform 
the  man  Jefus  into  the  fubflance  of  the  fdn  of 
God'*^:  an  orthodox  commentary  will  iatisfy 

only 

7s  Hkfltingcr,  Ifift,  Orient,  p.  aa5— aa«.  The  CoUyridian  herefy 
was  carried  from  Thrace  to  Arabia  by  fome  women*  and  the  name 
was  borrowed  from  the  xoXXvpt;*  or  cake*  whkh  they  offered  to  the 
geddefs.  This  example^  that  of  Beryllus  Bifhop  of  Bofira  (Eufeb. 
Hift.  Ecclef.  1.  vi.  c.  33.),  and  feveral  odiers,  may  excufe  the  re- 
proacfay  Arabia  hserrfean  ferax. 

7^  The  three  gods  in  the  Koran  (c.  4.  p.  8x.  c.  5.  p.  92.)  are  ob* 
Tioufly  diredied  againft  our  Catholic  myilery ;  but  the  Arabic  com* 
lliieBtator»  uaderituid  them  of  the  Fatheri  t^  Son»  and  the  Virgin 

%  Z  Msury, 
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C  H  A  P,  only  a  believing  mind :  intemperate  curiofity  and 
^*  zeal  had  torn  the  veil  of  the  fandluary ;  and  each 
of  the  Oriental  fe6ls  was  eager  to  confefe  that 
all,  except  themfelves,  deferved  the  reproach  of 
idolatry  and  polytheifra.  The  creed  of  Maho- 
met is  free  from  fufpicion  or  ambiguity ;  and 
the  Koran  is  a  glorious  teftimony  to  the  unity 
of  God.  The  prophet  of  Mecca  rejedled  the 
worfliip  of  idols  and  men,  of  ftars  and  planets, 
on  the  rational  principle  that  whatever  rifes 
muft  fet,  that  whatever  is  born  muft  die,  that 
whatever  is  corruptible  muft  decay  and  perifh  '^ 
In  the  author  of  the  uhiverfe,  his  rational 
enthufiafm  confefled  and  adored  an  infinite 
and  eternal  being,  without  form  or  place, 
without  iflue  or  fimilitude,  prefent  to  our  moft 
fecret  thoughts,  exifting  by  the  neceffity  of  his 
own  nature,  and  deriving  from  himfelf  all  moral 
and  intelle6lual  perfection,  Thefefublime  truths, 
thus  announced  in  the  language  of  the  Prophet'V 
are  firmly  held  by  his  difciples,  and  defined  with 
metaphyseal  precifion  by  the  interpreters  of  the 
Koran.    A  philofophic  theiil  might  fubfcribe  the 

M9uy»  an  heretical  Truutyy  maintained}  as  it  is  faid*  by  fome  Barba- 
rians at  the  council  of  Nice  (Eutych.  AnnaL  torn,  u  p»  440.)>  But 
the  exiftence  of  the  Marianites  is  denied  by  the  candid  Bcaufbbre 
(Hiit  de  Manicheifine>  torn.  i.  p«532.)  *  ^^  ^^  derives  the  tniftake 
from  the  word  Rouabt  the  Holy  Ghoft,  which  in  fome  Oriental 
tongues  is  of  the  feminine  gender^  and  is  figuratively  ftyled  die 
mother  of  Chriit  in  the  gofpel  of  the  Nazarenes. 

77  This  tnun  of  thought  is  philofophically  exemplified  in  the  cha- 
radler  of  Abrahams  who  oppofed  in  Chaidsea  the  firft  introduction  of 
idolatry  (Koran»  c.  6.  p.  zo6.  D'Herbelot>  Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  13.). 

7®  See  the  Koran>  particularly  the  fecond  (p.  30.),  the;  fifty-feventh 
(P^437*>  the  fifty-eighth  (p.  44i.>  chapter^  which  proclaim  the  om- 
tiipotence  of  (he  Creator. 

.    16  popular 
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popular  creed  of  the  Mahometans  ^^ :  a  creed  too  chap. 
ihblime  perhaps  for  our  prefent  faculties.  What  ,  3*-,^ 
object  remains  for  the  fancy,  or  even  the  under- 
ftanding,  when  we  have  abftrafled  from  the  un- 
known fubflance  all  ideas  of  time  and  (pace,  of 
motion  and  matter,  of  fenfation  and  reflection  ? 
The  firft  principle  of  reaibn  and  revelation  was 
confirmed  by  the  voice  of  Mahomet :  his  profe- 
lytes,  from  India  to  Morocco^  are  diftinguiflied 
by  the  name  of  Unitarians ;  and  the  danger  of 
idolatry  has  been  prevented  by  the  interdiction 
of  images.  The  doCtrine  of  eternal  decrees  and 
abfblute  predeftination  is  ftriCtly  embraced  by 
the  Mahometans ;  and  they  ftruggle  with  the 
common  difficulties,  how  to  reconcile  the  pre* 
fcience  of  God  with  the  freedom  and  re^nfi« 
bility  of  man ;  Jum  to  explain  the  permiffion  of 
evil  under  the  reign  of  infinite  power  and  infinite 
goodnefs. 

The  God  of  nature  has  written  his  exiftence  Mafaonwt 
on  all  his  works,  and  his  law  in  the  heart  of  man.  ^^^ 
To  reftore  the  knowledge  of  the  one,  and  the  and  the 
practice  of  the  other,  has  been  the  real  or  pre-  ^  ^^ 
tended  aim  of  the  prophets  of  every  age;  the 
liberality  of  Mahomet  allowed  to  his  predeceflbrs 
the  fame  credit  which  he  claimed  for  himfelf ; 
and  the  chain  of  inipiration  was  prolonged  from 
the  fall  of  Adam  to  the  promulgation  of  the, 

^  The  moft  orthodox  creeds  are  tnmllated  by  Pocock  (Specuneiii 
p.  174*  384 — 29a.]b  Ockley  (Hiit.  of  the  Saraceni,  voL  iL  p.  Ixxxii. 
— xcv.)^  Rehuid  (de  Religioiu  Moham.  1.  i.  p.  7.*— zj.)^  and  Chardia 
(Voyages  en  Perfe*  torn.  iv.  p.  4 — aS).  The  great  truth  that  God  it 
wkhout  finiilitudey  is  fooUihly  critidfed  by  Maracd  (Akoran»  torn,  u 
pmiiL  p.  S7<-*>94.3b  beuufr  hf  inadc  man  after  his  own  iinag^ 

s  4  Koran» 
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Konm  ^.  Dturing  that  period,  fome  rays  of  pro* 
phetic  light  had  been  imparted  to  one  hundred 
and  twenty-four  thoufand  of  the  ele£t,  diibrimi- 
nated  by  Ui^ir  refpe^biye  meafure  of  virtue  and 
grace ;  three  hundred  and  thirteen  apoftles  were 
fent  with  a  fpecial  coinmiflion  to  recal  their 
country  from  idolatry  and  vice;  one  hundred 
and  foi\r  volumes  had  been  diftated  by  the  holy 
i^irit:  and  fix  legiflators  of  tranfcendent  bright* 
liefs  have  announced  to  mankind  the  fix  fucceC* 
£ve  revelations  of  various  rite?,  but  of  one  im- 
inutable  reIigi<H).  The  authority  and  ftation  of 
Adam,  Noah,  Abraham,  Mofes,  Chriil,  and 
Mahomet,  rife  in  jufi;  gradation  aboveeach  other; 
but  whofoever  hates  or  reje6ts  any  one  of  the  pro- 
phets is  numbered  with  the  infidels.  The  writ- 
ings of  the  patriarchs  were  extant  only  in  the 
apocryphal  copies  of  the  Greeks  and  Syrians'' : 
Moib.  the  condu£t  of  Adam  had  not  entitled  him  to 
the  gratitude  or  refpedfc  of  his  children ;  the 
feven  precepts  of  Noah  were  obferved  by  an  infe- 
rior and  imperfect  clafs  of  the  profelytes  of  the 
iynagogue  ^^  i  and  the  memory  of  Abraham  was 

^  ReUn4  de  Relig.  Mohanu  1.L  p.  17-— 47.  Sak's  IVeliininar7 
Bifcourley  p.  73 — 76.  Voy^e  de  ChardLn>  torn.  iv.  p.  18—37.  and 
37 — 47*  fof  the  Periiaa  addition^  «  Ali  is  the  vicar  of  God  I"  Yet* 
the  precile  number  of  prophets  is  not  an  article  of  faith. 

81  For  the  apocryphal  books  of  Adam>  fee  Fabriciiu»  Codex  Pfeud&> 
pigraphus  v.  T..  p.  47 — 49.5  of  Seth,  p.  154 — 157;  of  £noch» 
p.  160— 219.  But  the  book  of  Enoch  is  confecratedy  in  fome  mea- 
fiartf  by  the  quotatioii  of  the  apoflle  St^Jude ;  amd  a  long  legendary 
fragment  is  alleged  by  Syncellus  and  Scaliger. 

''  The  feven  precepts  of  Noah  are  exphiined  by  Mxrfhvn  (Canon* 
Chronicus,  p.  X54 — x8o.)^  who  adopts^  on  this  occafion>  the  learning 
and  cicddity  of  Selden. 

obftiurely 
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obfcurely  revered  by  the  Sabians  in  his  native  chap. 
land  of  Cbaldaea:  of  the  myriads  of  prophets,  ^^\^^ 
Mofes  and  Chrift  al6ne  lived  and  reigned  y  and 
the  remnant  of  the  infpired  writings  was  com* 
prifed  in  the  books  of  the  Old  and  the  New 
Teftament.  The  miraculous  ftory  of  Mofes  is 
confecrated  and  embeUilhed  in  the  Koran  ^'; 
and  the  captive  Jews  enjoy  the  fecret  revenge  of 
impofing  their  own  belief  on  the  nations  whole 
recent  creeds  they  deride.  For  the  author  of 
Chriftianity,  the  Mahometans  are  taught  by  the 
prophet  to  entertain  an  high  and  myfterious  re- 
verence *♦.  "  Verily,  Chrift  Jeftis,  the  ftm  of  Jcfus. 
^^  Mary,  is  the  apoftle  of  God,  and  his  word» 
**  which  be  conveyed  unto  Mary,  and  a  Spirit 
^^  proceeding  from  him:  honourable  in  this 
<^  world,  and  in  the  world  to  come ;  and  one  of 
*<  thofe  who  approach  near  to  the  prefence  of 
**  God*^**  The  wonders  of  the  genuine  and 
apocryphal  goijpels^*  are  proftifeJy  heaped  on  his 
head ;  and  th^  Latin  chiirch  has  not  difdained  to 

^^  The  articles  of  jtMpfh  Noah,  Abrabamy  Mofeiy  &c.  in  the  Bib* 
liothequeof  D'Herbelot,  are  gaily  bedecked  with  the  fanciful  legends 
of  the  Mahometans^  who  have  built  on  the  ground-woil:  of  Scripture 
and  the  Talmud* 

^  Koran,  c.  7.  p.  laS/  hju  c*  xo.  p.  1739  &c.  D^Heibebt* 
p.  647*  &c. 

^  Koran*  c.  3.  p.  40.  c.  4,  p.  80.     D'Herbeloty  p.  3999  &c. 

"^  See  the  gofpel  of  St.Thomas,  or  of  the  Infancy,  in  the  Codex 
Apocryphtts  N.T.  of  Fabricius,  ^o  colledls  the  various  teifimonies 
concerning  it  (p.  laS — 158.).  It  was  publiihed  in  Greek  by  Cote- 
Her,  and  in  And>ic  by  Sike,  who  thinks  our  prefent  copy  more  recent 
than  Mahomet.  Yet  his  quotations  agree  with  the  original  about  the 
fyeech  of  Chrift  in  liis  cradle,  his  living  birds  of  clay,  &c.  (5M^,  c.  x* 
p.  168,  169.  C.36.  p.  7989  X99.  c,46.  p»  206.  CgteHeTf  c.2.  p.  16^ 

borrow 
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borrow  from  the  Koran  the  immaculate  concep- 
tion"' of  his  virgin  mother.  Yet  Jefus  was  a 
mere  mortal ;  and,  at  the  day  of  judgment,  his 
teftimony  will  ferve  to  condemn  both  the  Jews; 
who  reje£t  him  as  a  prophet,  and  the  Cbriftians, 
who  adore  him  as  the  Son  of  God.  The  malice 
of  his  enemies  afperfed  his  reputation,  and  con* 
fpired  againft  his  life;  -but  their  intention  only 
was  guilty,  a  phantom  or  a  criminal  was  fubfti- 
tuted  on  the  crofi,  and  the  innocent  iaint  was 
tranflated  to  the  feventh  heaven  ''•  During  fix 
hundred  years  the  gofpel  was  the  way  of  truth 
and  falvation;  but  the  Chriftians  infenfibly  forgot 
both  the  laws  and  the  example  of  their  founder ; 
and  Mahomet  was  inilrudled  by  the  Gnoftics  to 
accufe  the  church,  as  well  as  the  iynagogue,  of 
corrupting  the  integrity  of  the  facred  text'*; 
The  piety  of  Mofes  and  of  Chrift  rejoiced  in  the 

^  It  18  darkly  hinted  in  the  Koran  (c.  3.  p.  39.),  and  more  dearly 
explained  by  the  tradition  of  the  Sonnites  (Sale's  Note»  and  Maracci»' 
torn.  ii.  p«  ii2«)»  In  the  xitth  centuryy  die  immaculate  conception 
was  condemned  by  St.  Bernard  as  a  prefumptuous  novelty  (FraPaoIo> 
Ifioria  del  Concilio  di  TrentOy  l.ii.). 

*^  See  the  Koran,  c.  3.  v.  S3»  and  c.  4.  v.  1^6.  of  Maracd's  edition. 
Deus  eft  prseftantiffimus  dolofe  agentium  (an  odd  praife)  •  •  •  •  nee 
crudfixerunt  eum,  fed  objedla  eft  eis  fimilitudo :  an  exprefiion  that 
may  fuit  with  the  fyftem  of  the  Docetes ;  but  the  conmientators  be- 
lieve (Maraccii  torn.  ii.  p.  113—1x5.  X73.  Sale^  p.  4%,  43.  y^.),  that 
another  man^  a  friend  or  an  enemy,  was  crucified  in  the  likene&  of 
Jefus ;  a  fable  which  they  had  read  in  the  gofpd  of  St3amabas»  and 
which  had  been  fiarted  as  early  as  the  time  of  Irenaeus,  by  foroe 
Ebionite  heretics  (Beauibbre^  I^«  du  Manicheifme,  tom.  ii*  p»a5« 
Moiheim  de  Reb.  Chrift.  p.  3S3^ 

^  This  charge  is  obfcurdy  urged  in  the  Koran  (c.  3.  p.  45.) :  but 
neither  Mahomet,  nor  his  followers,  are  fuffidently  vcxfed  in  lan- 
guages and  criticiim  to  give  any  wdght  or  colour  to  their  fufpidons» 
Yet  the  Arians  and  Neftorians  could  relate  (bme  ftories,  and  the  Illi- 
terate prophet  might  liften  to  the  bold  aflertions  of  the  Manichseans.. 
jSte  BtRvfpVrei  torn.  i.  p*  291—- 30/* 

durance 
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afibrance  of  the  future  Prophet,  more  illuftrious  chap. 
than  themfelves :  the  evangelic  promife  of  the  ^_J^,,_/ 
Paraclete^  or  Holy  Ghoft,  was  prefigured  in  the 
name,  and  accompliflied  in  the  perfon,  of  Maho- 
met^, the  greateft  and  laft  of  the  apoftles  of 
God. 

The  communication  of  ideas  requires  a  fimili-  ThcK©. 
tude  of  thought  and  language :  the  difcourfe  of 
a  philofopher  would  vibrate  without  effefit  on  the 
ear  of  a  peafant ;  yet  how  minute  is  the  diftance 
of  their  underflandings,  if  it  be  compared  with 
the  contadfc  of  an  infinite  and  a  finite  mind,  with 
the  word  of  God  exprefled  by  the  tongue  or  the 
pen  of  a  mortal  ?    The  infpiration  of  the  He- 
brew prophets,  of  the  apoftles  and  evangelifts  of 
Chrift,  miglit  not  be   incompatible  with   the 
exercife  of  their  reafon  and  memory ;  and  the 
diverfity  of  their  genius  is  ftrongly  marked  in 
the  ftyle  and  compofition  of  the  books  of  the  Old 
and  New  Teftament.    But  Mahomet  was  con- 
tent with  a  character,  more  humble,  yet  more 
fublime,  of  a  fimple  editor:  the  fubftance  of  th^ 
Koran*',  according  to  himfelf  or  his  difciples,  is 
uncreated  and  eternal  j  fubfifting  in  the  eflence 

^  Among  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  and  New  TefUmenty  which 
are  perverted  by  the  fraud  or  ignorance  of  the  Mufluhnan^^  they  apply 
to  the  prophet  the  promife  of  the  Paraclete^  or  Comforter^  which  had 
been  akeady  ufnrped  by  the  Montanifts  and  Manichaeans  (Beaufobre^ 
HifL  Critique  du  Manicheifine>  tom.  i.  p.  a63>  &c.} ;  aiid  the  eafy 
change  of  letters,  n'eptxXvffo$  for  TcepAxXvivory  affords  the  etymology  ii 
the  name  of  Mohammed  (Maracci,  torn.  i.  part  i.  p.  X5 — aS.). 

9'  For  fhe  itoran,  fee  D'Herbeiot,  p.S5 — 88.  Maracciy  tom.L 
in  Vit.  Mohamnvid*  p.  z^^^AS*  S^>  Preliminary  Pifcourfei  p*  56 

— 70.  ,       , 

of 
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CHAP,  of  the  Deity,  and  inlcribed  with  a  pen  of  light  <m 
the  table  of  his  everlailing  decrees.  A  paper  copy^ 
in  a  volume  of  filk  and  gems,  was  brought  down 
to  the  lowed  heaven  by  the  angel  Gabriel,  who, 
under  the  Jewifli  oeconomy,  had  indeed  been  dis- 
patched on  the  moil  important  errands  j  and  this 
ti*u(ty  meiTenger  fucceffively  revealed  the  chs(p- 
ters  and  verfes  to  the  Arabian  prophet.   Inilead 
of  a  perpetual  and  perfe6t  meafure  of  the  divine 
will,  the  fragments  of  the  Koran  were  produced 
at  the  difcretion  of  Mahomet;  each  revelation  is 
fuited  to  the  emergencies  of  his,  policy  or  pair* 
fion :.  and  all  contradidtion  is  removed  by  the 
iaving  maxim,  that  any  text  of  Scripture  is  abro- 
gated or  modified  by  smy  fubfequent  paflage. 
The  word  of  God,  and  of  the  apoftle,  was  dili- 
gently receded  by  his  difciples  on  palm*leaves 
and  the  ihoulder-bones  of  mutton;. and  the  pages, 
without  order  or  connection,  were  cad  into  a 
domeftic  cheft  in  the  cuftody  of  one  of  his  wives. 
Two  years  after  the  death  of  Mahomet,  the 
facred  volume  was  cdleCted  and  publiflied  by 
his  friend  and  fucceflbr  Abubeker:  the  work 
was  revifed  by  the  caliph  Othman,  in  thje  thir- 
tieth year    of  the   Hegira;    and    the  various 
editions  of  the  Koran   s^ert  the  fame   mira- 
culous privilege  of  an  uniform  and  incorruptible 
text.    In  the  fpirit  of  enthufiafm  or  vanity,  ihe 
Prophet  refts  the  truth  of  his  miflion  on   the 
merit  of  his  book,  audacioufly  challenges  both 
men  and  angels  to  imitate  the  beauties  of  a  iingle 
page,  and  prefumies  to  aiTert  that  God  alone 

could 
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could  dictate  this  incomparable  performance**,  chap. 
Thi§  argument  is  moft  powerfully  addreffed  to  a  ^  ^ 
devout  Ai'abiaii,  wboie  mind  is  attuned  to  faith 
and  rapture,  whofe  ear  is  delighted  by  the  mufic 
of  founds,  and  whofe  ignorance  is  incapable  of 
COQiparing  the  produ3;tons  of  human  genius". 
The  harmony  and  copioufn^  of  ityle  will  not 
reach,  in  a  verfion,  the  European  infidel :  he  will 
perufe  with  impatience  the  endlefs  incoherent 
rhapfody  of  fable,  and  precept,  and  declamation, 
which  feldom  excites  a  fentiment  or  an  idea, 
which  fometimes  crawls  in  the  duft,  and  h  fome« 
tim^  loft  in  the  clouds.  The  divine  attributes 
exalt  the  fancy  of  the  Arabian  miffionary ;  but 
his  lofty  ftrains  muft  yield  to  the  fublime  fim- 
plicity  of  the  book  of  Job,  compofed  iii  a  remote 
age,  in  the  fame  country,  and  in  the  fame 
l$^uage^^  If  the  compoiition  of  the  Koran 
exceed  the  faculti^  of  a  man,  to  what  fupe- 
rior  intelligence  fhould  ^we  afcribe  the  Iliad 
pf  HcMuer  or  the  Philippics  of  Demoflhenes  ?  In 
aU  religions,  the  life  of  ihe  founder  fupplies  the 

^  Konuiy  c.i7«  v.S^.    In  Sfie,  p. 2359  ^$6*    In  Maracci»  p.4io» 

^  Yet  a  fedl  of  Arabians  was  periuaded*  that  it  might  be  equalled 

or  fnrpafled  by  an  hnman  pen  (Pocock,  Specimen^  p.  22i>  &c.) :  and 

Mmcci  (th»  pdemic  is  too  hard  for  the  tranflator)  derides  thtf  . 

rhyming  aiTeAation  of  the  moft  applauded  pailage  (tom.i.partii» 

^  CoUoquia  (whether  real  or  &buIous)  in  media  Arabia  atque  ab 
Arabibus  habita  (Lowthy  de  Poefi  Hebraeorum  Ftsledl.  xxxiL  xxxiii* 
xxxiv*  with  his  German  editor  Michaelisy  £piroetron  iv.).  Yet 
Miduielis  (p*67X-<n673.)  has  detedied  many  Egyptian  images^  the 
elephantialisy  p^Lpyrus*  Nile*,  crocodile^  &c«  The  language  is  ambi- 
^oufly  fiyledy  Arabico-Hebrva.  The  refemblance  of  the  iifter  dialers 
was  much  more  vifible  in  their  childhood  th^n  in  their  mature  age 
(Michadisy  p»4Ss*    Schultensi  in  P^at.  Job.). 

filence 
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CHAP,  filence  of  his  written  revelation :  the  fayings  of 
Mahomet  were  fo  many  lefTons  of  truth ;  his 
a3:ions  fo  many  examples  of  virtue ;  and  the 
public  and  private  memorials  were  preferved  by 
his  wives  and  companions.  At  the  end  of  two 
hundred  years,  the  Sonna  or  oral  law  was  fixed 
and  confecrated  by  the  labours  of  Al  Bochari^ 
who  difcriminated  feven  thoufand  two  hundred 
and  feventy-five  genuine  traditions,  from  a  mafe 
of  three  hundred  thoufand  reports,  of  a  more 
doubtful  or  fpurious  charadter.  Each  day  the 
pious  author  prayed  in  the  temple  of  Mecca, 
and  performed  his  ablutions  with  the  water  of 
Zemzem :  the  pages  were  fucceffively  depofited 
on  the  pulpit,  and  the  fepulchre  of  the  apofUe  ; 
and  the  work  has  been  approved  by  the  four 
.   orthodox  fe6ts  of  the  Sonnites'^ 

Miradef.  The  miffion  of  the  ancient  prophets,  of  Mofes 
and  of  Jefus,  had  been  confirmed  by  many  fplen* 
did  prodigies;  and  Mahomet  was  repeatedly 
urged,  by  the  inhabitants  of  Mecca  and  Medina, 
to  produce  a  fimilar  evidence  of  his  divine  lega- 
tion ;  to  call  down  from  heaven  the  angel  or  ^he  , 
volume  of  his  revelation,  to  create  a  garden  in 
the  defert,  or  to  kindle  a  conflagration  in  the  un- 
believing city.  As  often  as  he  is  prefTed  by  the 
demands  of  the  Koreifh,  he  involves  himfelfin 
the  obfcure  boafl  of  vifion  and  prophecy,  appeals 
to  the  internal  proofs  of  his  doctrine,  and  fliields 
himfelf  behind  the  providence  of  God,  whore* 
ftifes  thofe  figns  and  wonders  that  would  de- 

»»  Al  Bochari  died  A.  H.  »a4.    See  D'Herbeloti  p.  ao8.  416.  Sa;. 
G^gnier,  Not.  ad  Abulfed.  c»  19.  p.  33. 

predate 
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predate  the  merit  of  faith  and  aggravate  the  chap. 
'guilt  of  infidelity.  But  the  modeft  or  angry  ^ 
tone  of  his  apologies  betrays  his  weaknefs  and 
vexation ;  and  thefe  paflages  of  fcandal  eftablifh, 
beyond  fulpicion,  the  integrity  of  the  Koran9^ 
The  votaries  of  Mahomet  are  more  aflured  than 
himfelf  of  his  miraculous  gifts,  and  their  con- 
fidence and  credulity  increafeasthey  are  farther 
removed  from  the  time  and  place  of  his  Ipiritual 
exploits.  They  believe  or  aflirm  that  trees  went 
forth  to  meet  him;  that  he  was  fainted  by  (tones; 
that  water  gulhed  from  his  fingers ;  that  he  fed 
the  hungry,  cured  the  fick,  and  raifed  the  dead ; 
that  a  beam  groaned  to  him ;  that  a  camel  com- 
plained to  him;  that  a  Ihoulder  of  mutton  in- 
formed him  of  its  being  poifoned ;  and  that  both 
animate  and  inanimate  nature  were  equally  fub« 
je€t  to  the  apoftle  of  God^%  His  dream  of  a 
no6turnal  journey  is  ferioufly  defcribed  as  a  real 
and  corporeal  tranladtion.  A  myfterious  animal, 
the  Borak,  conveyed  him  from  the  temple  of 
Mecca  to  that  of  Jerufalem:  with  his  companion 
Qabriel,  he   fucceffively    afcended  the   feven 


^  See  more  reinarkably»  Koran^  c.a.  6.  za.  13- 17*  Prldeauz  (Life 
cf  Mihomety  p.  x  8*  x  9O  has  confounded  the .  impoftor.  MaraccU  with 
a  more  learned  apparatust  has  ihewn  that  the  paflages  which  deny  his 
miracles  are  clear  and  politive  (Alcoran,  tom.L  part.ii.p.7 — 12.) 
and  thoft  which  feem  to  aflert  them>  are  ambiguous  and  infufBcient 
(p.  X4*-aa.> 

'7  See  the  Specimen  HifLArabum,  the  text  of  Abulpharagius^  p.  17. 
tihe notes  of  Pocockt  p.  x87— -X9o.  D'Herbelot  Bibliotheque  Orientale* 
p.  76, 77.  Voyages  de  Chardin,  torn.  iv.  p.  aoo — 403.  Maracci  (Al- 
Coran>  tom.i.  p.ai— -64.)  has  moft  laborioufly  collected  and  confuted 
|he  miracles  an<l  prophecies  of  Mahomet^  whichi  according  to  fome 
writers,  amojiflit  to  ihteQ,  tkouiand. 

heavens. 
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CHAP,  heavens,  and  received  and  repaid  the  &lutation« 
^  ^'  of  the  patriarchs,  the  prophets,  and  the  angds, 
in  their  refpe6live  manfions.  Beyond  the  fisventh 
*  heaven,  Mahomet  alone  was  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed ;  he  pafied  the  veil  of  unity,  approached 
v^ithin  two  bow-flurts  of  the  throne^  and  felt  a 
cold  that  pierced  h^m  to  the  heart,  when  his 
ihoulder  was  touched  by  the  hand  of  God, 
Aflter  this  familiar  though  important  conver- 
fation,  he  again  defcended  to  Jerufalem,  re« 
mounted  the  Borak,  returned  to  Mecca,  and 
performed  in  the  tenth  part  of  a  ,  night  the 
journey  of  many  thoufand  years'*.  According 
to  another  legend,  the  apoftle  confounded  in  a 
national  aflembly  the  malicious  challenge  of 
the  Koreiih.  His  refiillefs  word  fphi  afunder 
the  orb  of  the  moon :  the  obedient  planet  ftooped 
from  her  ftation  in  the  fky,  accompliflied  the 
feven  revolutions  round  the  Caaba,  faluted  Ma- 
homet in  the  Arabian  tongue,  and  fuddeply  con- 
testing  her  dimenfions,  entered  at  the  collar, 
and  iffued  forth  through  the  fleeve,  of  his  fliirt*^. 

The 


^  The  nodhirnal  journey  is  circutnfiantially  roUted  byAbuIfeda  (m 
V!t.  Mohanuned.  c.  19.  p*  33*)^  who  wiAes  to  think  it  a  vifion ;  by 
Prideauz  (p.  31— 4o.)»  who  aggravates  the  abfurdities ;  and  by  Gag- 
nier  (toma.  p.  25 1-— 343*)^  who  declares,  from  the  zealous  AI  JaaoaHy 
that  to  deny  this  joumey»  is  to  difbelieve  the  Koran,  Yet  the  Koran, 
without  naming  either  heaven  or  JerufaleiDt  or  Mecca,  has  only  dropt 
a  myfterious  hint :  Laus  ill!  qui  tranftulit  fervum  fuum  ab  oratorio 
Haram  ad  oratorium  remodifimum  (Koran,  c.  17.  y.i.  in  Maracci, 
torn.  ii.  p. 407 ;  for  Sale's  verfion  is  more  licentious).  A  flendier  bafit 
for  the  ae'rial  fbn^ture  of  tradition. 

9^  In  the  prophetic  ftyle,  which  ufes  the  pcefent  or  paft  for  the 
future,  Mahomet  had  faid :  Appropinquavit  hora  et  iciA  eft  luna 
(Koraib.  c.  54*  ▼•  i*  in  Maracci,  torn.  ii.  p.  6880.     This  figure  of 

rhetoric 
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The  vulgar  are  amufed  with  thefe  marvelloui^  c  h  A  p 
tales  ;  but  the  graveft  of  the  Mufulman  do6tors  ^5^^ 
imitate  the  modefty  of  their  mafter,  and  indulge 
a  latitude  of  faith  or  inteil>retation  '°^,     They 
might  fpe^ioufly  allege,  that  in  preaching  the 
religion,  it  was  needlefs  to  violate  the  harmony, 
of  nature  j  that  a  creed  unclouded  with  myftery 
may  be  exeufed  from  miracles;  and  that  the 
fword  of  Mahomet  was  not  lefs  potent  than  the' 
rod  of  Mofes. 

The  polytheift  is  oppreiTed  amd  diftrafted  by  P*wepttof 
the  variety  of  fuperftition  ;  a  thoufand  i!ites-  of  _«m™^ 
Egyptian  origiti  were  interwoven  with  the  ef*  Rafting* 
fence  of  the  Mofaic  law :  and  the  fpirit  of  the  *^™'* 
goipel  had  evaporated  in  the  pageantry  of  the 
church.    The  Prophet  of  Mecca  was  tempted 
by  prejudice,  or  policy,  or  patriotifm,  to  fan^ify 
the  rites  of  the  Arabians,  and  the  cuftom  of 
vifiting  the  holy  ftone  of  the  Caaba.     But  the 
precepts  of  Mahomet  himfelf  rnculcate^  a  more 
limple  and  rational  piety :  prayer,  fading,  aind 
alms^  are  the  rel^ious  duties  of  a  MuiTulman  ; 
and  he   is   encouraged  to  h^pe,  that  prayer 

riietoric  bas  been  converted  into  a  fa^y  which  is  faid  to  be  attofted  by 
tie  naoft  refpe^ble  eye-witnefles  (Maraccir  torn',  ii.  p.  690.).  The  fef • 
tival  is  ftiU  ctlebrated  by  the  Perfians  (Chardin,  tom.iv.  p.  101.);  and 
the  lejg;e&d  is  tedioufly  fpun  out  by  Gagnier  (Vie  de  Mahomet^  torn.  i»  , 
p.  xS3'-ft34.)  on  the  faith^as  it  fliould  feem^of  the  credulous  Aljaii- 
nabi.  Yet  a  Mahometan  dodlor  has  arraigned  the  credit  of  the  prin- 
cipal witnefr  (apud  Pocockt  Specimen,  p.  xS;.);  the  beft  interpreters 
mre  content  with  the.  limple  fenfe  of  the  Koran  (Al  Beidawi>  api^ 
Uohingery  Hill.  Orient.^  K  ii.  p.^oi.) ;  and  the  lilence  of  Abulfeda*  is 
worthy  of  a  prince  and  a  philofopher. 

'°^  Abulpbaragiusy  in  Specimen.  Hift.  Arab.  p.  17. :  and  his  icep- 
ticifm  is  juftiQed  in  the  notes  of  Pocock,  p.  190'-— 194.  from  the  pureft 
authorities. 
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CHAP,  will  carry  hitn  half  way  to  God,  fkfting  will 
^'     ,  bring  him  to  the  door  of  his  palace,  and  alms 
will  gain  him  admittance  '^\     L  According  to 
the  tradition  of  the  no6l;urnal  journey,   the 
Apoftle,   in  his  peribnal  conference  with  the 
Deity,  was  commanded  to  impofe  on  his  diC- 
ciples  the  daily  obligation  of  fifty  prayers.    By 
the  advice  of  Mofes,  he  applied  for  an  allevia- 
tion of  this  intolerable  burthen;  the  number 
was   gradually  reduced   to  five,   without  any 
difpenfation  of  bufinefs  or  pleafure,  or  time  or 
place :  the  devotion  of  the  faithful  is  repeated 
at  day-break,  at  noon,  in  the  afternoon,  in  the 
evening,  and  at  the  flrfi;  watch  of  the  night ; 
and,  in  the  prefent  decay  of  religious  fervour, 
our  travellers  are  edified  by  the  profound  hu- 
mility arid  attention  of  the  Turks  and  Perfians. 
Cleanlinefs  is  the  key  of  prayer :  the  frequent 
luftration  of  the  hands,  the  face,  and  the  body, 
which  was  pra€tifed  of  old  by  the  Arabs,  is 
folemnly  enjoined  by  the  Koran ;  and  a  per* 
mifiion  is  formally  granted  to  fupply  with  fand 
the  fcarcity  of  water.     The  words  and  attitudes 
of  fupplication,  as  it  is  performed  either  fitting, 
or  flanding,   or  proftrate  on  the  ground,  are 

"»  The  moil  authentic  account  of  thefe  precepts,  pOgriinagei  prayer, 
iafiingy  almsy  aiid  ablutionsy  is  extracted  from  the  Perfian  and  Arabian 
theologians  by  Maracci  (Prodrom.  part  iv.  p.  9— •34.) ;  Reland  (in  his 
excellent  treatife  de  Religione  MohammedicSy  Utrecht>  171 79  p.'67-*- 
1^3.);  and  Chardin  (Voyages  en  Perfe,  torn.  iv.  p.  47-^195 .)i  Vbr 
nticci  is  a  pardal  acctifer ;  but  the  jeweller^  Chardin^  had  the  eyes  of . 
a  phibfopher ;  and  Reland,  a  judicious  fhident,  had  travelled  over  th* 
Eaft  in  his  clofet  at  Utrecht.  The  xivth  letter  of  Toumefdrt  (Voyage 
du  Levanti  torn.  ii.  p.3«5— 360.  in  odtavo)  defcribes  what  he  had  feen 
of  the  religion  of  the  Turks. 

pre- 
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prefcribed  by  cuftom  or  authority,  but  the  chap. 
prayer  is  poured  forth  in  Ihort  and  ifervent  eja- 
culations ;  the  meafure  of  zeal  is  not  exhauiled 
by  a  tedious  liturgy ;  and  each  Mufulman,  for 
his  own  perfon,  is  invefted  with  the  charadler 
of  a  prieft.  Among  the  theifts,  who  reje6l  the 
ufe  of  images,  it  has  been  found  neceflary  to 
reftrain  the  wanderings  of  the  fancy,  by  dire6t- 
ing  the  eye  and  the  thought  towards  a  kebluy  or 
vifible  point  of  the  horizon.  The  Prophet  was 
at  firft  inclined  to  gratify  the  Jews  by  the  choice 
of  Jerufalem  ;  but  he  foon  returned  to  a  more 
natural  partiality ;  and  five  times  every  day  the 
eyes  of  the  nations  at  Aftracan,  at  Fez,  at  Del- 
hi, are  devoutly  turned  to  the  holy  temple  of 
Mecca.  Yet  every  fpot  for  the  fervice  of  God 
is  equally  pure. :  the  Mahometans  indiflTerently 
pray  in  their  chamber  or  in  the  ftreet.  As  a 
diftin6lion  from  the  Jews  and  Chriftians,  the 
Friday  in  each  week  is  fet  apart  for  the  ufeful 
inllitution  of  public  worfhip :  the  people  is  at 
fembled  in  the  mofch  and  the  imam  :  Ibme  re- 
Ipefilable  el(ler  afcends  the  pulpit,  to  begin  the 
prayer  and  pronounce thefermon.  But  theMaho- 
metan  religion  is  deftitute  of  prieilhood  or  facri- 
fice;  and  the  independent  ipirit  of  fanaticifm  lacks 
down  with  contempt  on  the  minifters  and  the 
ilaves  of  fuperftition.  II.  The  voluntary '°* 
penance  of  the  afcetics,  the  torment  and  glory 

^°*  Mahomet  (Sale's  Koran^  c.9.  p-ijaO  reproaches  due  Chrifiiani 
with  takii^  their  priefts  and  monks' for  their  lordsy  befides  God.  Yet  , 
Maracci  (Pcodr«mMt»  part  ui.  p.6Vf  70.)  ^xcisTes  the  woiftip,  efpeciaHy  , 
of  the  pQpe»  ajwl  quotei^  from  ^  Koran  itfelf*  At  cafe  of  EbUs,  or 
Satani  wha  was  oil  frott  hetTen  for  scfti$Ag  to  adore  Adam. 
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of  their  lives,  was  odious  to  a  prophet  who  ceiT- 
fiired  in  his  companions  a  rafti  vow  of  abftain-* 
ing  from  flefli,  and  women,  and  fleep :  and  firmly 
declared,  that  he  would  fuffer  no  monks  in  hi& 
relligion  '"^     Yet  he  inftituted,  in  each  year,  a 
faft  of  thirty  days ;    and    ftrenuoufly   recpai- 
mended  the  obfervance,  as  a  difcipline  which 
purifies  the  foul  and  fubdues  the  body,  as  a  fa- 
lutary  exercife  of  obedience  to  the  will  of  God 
^nd  his  Apoflle.   During  the  month  of  Ramadan, 
from  the  rifing  to  the  fetting  of  the  fun,  the  Mu- 
fulman  abflains  from  eating,  and  drinking,  and 
women,  and  baths,  and  perfumes  j  from  all  nou- 
rifliment  that  can  reftore  his  ftrength,  from  all 
pleafure  that  can  gratify  his  fenfes.     In  the  revo- 
lution of  the  lunar  year,  the  Ramadan  coincides, 
by  turns,  with  the  winter  cold  and  the  fummer 
heat  J  and  the  patient  martyr,  without  afluagia^ 
his  third  with  a  drop  of  water,  miill  expert  the 
clofe  of  a  tedious  and  fultry  day.     The  inter- 
di6tion  of  wine,  peculiar  to  fome  orders  efpriefts^ 
or  heniHts^  is  converted  by  Mahomet  aloneinto  a- 
pofitive  and  general  law  '*^;  and  a  confiderable 
portion  of  the  globe  has  abjured,  at  his  com- 
mand, the  ufe  of  that  &lutary  though  dangerous 
liquor.    Tbefe  ptiinful  reftraints  are,  doubtlefs, 

'^^  Koran,  c.  5.  p.  94.  and  Slip's  note,  which  refers  to  the  authority 
of  Jallaloddin  and  Al  Beidawi.  D'llerbelot  declaret,  that  Mahomet 
condemned  la 'v'te  religieu/e  ;  and  tHat  the  firft  fwarms  of  fakirs,  der- 
rifes,  &c.  did  not  appear  till  after  the  y^ar  300  of  the  Hegira  (Bibliot* 
Orient,  p.  292. 718.). 

"^  See  the  double  prohibition  (Koran,  c.  i.  ^•%s»  c.  5.  p.  94.);  the 
oile  in  the  ftyle  of  a'  legiflatAr,  the  other  in  that  of  a  fanatic.  The 
public  and  private  motives  of  Mahomet  are  inveftigated  by  Prideaiux^ 
(life  of  Mahomet,  p.6»^*640  ^^  ^^  (Prdimiiury  Difcouriti^  p«i94*> 

infringed 
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infringed  by  the  libertine  and  eluded  by  the  iif-  chap. 
pocrite:  but  the  legiflator,  by  whom  they  are  ,  J^l 
^na6ted,  cannot  furely  be  accufed  of  alluring  his 
profelytes  by  the  indulgence  of  their  fenfual  ap- 
petites. III.  The  charity  of  the  Mahometans 
idefcends  to  the  animal  creation ;  and  the  Koran 
repeatedly  inculcates,  not  as  a  merit,  but  as  a 
ftridl  and  indilpenfable  duty^the  relief  of  the  in- 
idigent  and  unfortunate.  Mahomet,  perh^^ps,  is 
-the  only  lawgiver  who  has  defined  the  precife 
;meafure  of  cliarity;  the  ftandard  may  vary  with 
4;he  degree  and  nature  of  property,  as  it  confifts 
either  in  mon«y,  in  corn  or  cattle, .  i<i  fi^uits  or 
merchandize;  b^t  the  Mufulman  does  not  sip- 
xomplifh  the  law,  unlefs  he  bellow*  a  fenth  of  his 
revenue;  and  if  his  confcience  accufes  hin^  qf 
^raud  or  eictortion,  the  tenth,  under  the  idea  of 
reftitution,  is  enlarged  to  ^ fifth  '°^  Benevolence 
is  the  fbundatioo  of  juftice;,  fince  we  are  forbid 
to  injure  thofe  whom  we  are  bound  to  aflift.  A 
prophet  may  reveal  th^  fecrets  of  heaven  and  of 
futurity ;  but  iji  his  moral  precepts  he  ^an  only 
;*epeat  the  leflTons  of  our  own  hearts. 

The  two  articles  of  belief,  and  the  four  prac-  Refund- 
tical  duties  of  Iflani,  are  guarded  by  rewards  and  ^^ 
punifliments  ;  and  the  faith  of  the  Mufulman  is 
devoutly  fixed  on  the  event  of  the  judgment  and 

*^5  The  jealoufy  of  Maracci  (Prodromus,  part  iv.  p.  33.)  prompts 
iiixn  to  enumerate  the  more  IHwral  abrw  of  -the  Catholics  of  Rome, 
fifteen  great  hofpitals  are  open  to  many  theufand  patients  and  pii^ 
grims)  fifteen  hundred  maidens  are  annusUy  portioned^  fifty^x  charity 
fchools  are  founded  for  both  fexeS)  one  hundred  and  twenty  confra- 
temides  relieve  the  wants  of  their  brethren,  &c.  The  benevolence  of 
Xiondon  is  ftill  more  exte^ye;  but  I  am  afraid  that  much  more  is  jto 
j|)e  afcribed  to  the  humanity,  than  to  tl^e  rehgion,  of  the  people. 

T  3  tb* 
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CHAP,  the  laft  day.  The  Prophet  has  not  prefumed  to 
,  J^_.  determine  the  moment  of  that  awful  cataftrophe, 
though  he  darkly  announces  the  figns,  both  in 
heaven  and  earth,  which  will  precede  the  uni- 
verfal  dilTolution,  when  life  fhall  be  deftroyed, 
and  the  order  of  creation  (hall  be  confounded  in 
the  primitive  chaos.  At  the  blaft  of  the  trumpet, 
new  worlds  will  ft  art  into  being;  angels,  genii, 
and  men,  will  arife  from  the  dead,  and  the  hu- 
man foul  will  again  be  united  to  the  body.  The 
do6lrine  of  the  refurre6tion  was  firft  entertained 
by  the  Egyptians '°* ;  and  their  mummies  were 
embalmed,  their  pyramids  were  conftru6led,  to 
preferve  the  ancient  manfion  of  the  foul,  during 
a  period  of  three  thoufand  years.  But  the  at- 
tempt is  partial  and  unavailing ;  and  it  is  with  a 
more  philofophic  fpirit  that  Mahomet  relies  on 
the  omnipotence  of  the  Creator,  whofe  word 
can  re-animate  the  breathlefs  clay,  and  colle6t 
the  innumerable  atoms,  that  no  longer  retain 
their  form  or  fubftance  "^  The  intermediate  ftate 
of  the  foul  it  is  hard  to  decide ;  and  thofe  who 
moft  firmly  believe  her  immaterial  nature,  are 
at  a  lofs  to  underftand  how  Ihe  can  think  or  afil 
without  the  agency  of  the  organs  of  fenfe. 
HeU  and  The  re-uuion  of  the  foul  and  body  wiU  be  fol- 
paradife.     Jowed  by  the  final  judgment  of  mankind  j  and, 

'°^  See  Herodotus   (l.u.c.i23.)  and  our  learned  countryman  Sir 

John  Mariham  (Canon.  Chromcu8>  p. 46).      The  Aong  of  the  fame 

writer  (p.  »54 — 4740  is  an  elaborate  fltetch  of  tfie  infernal  regions, 

^   as  they  were  painted  by  the  fancy  of  the  Egyptians  and  Greeks>  of 

the  poets  and  philofophers  of  antiquity. 

"**7  The  Koran  (c.  a.  p.  %s9f  &C'5  of  Sale>  p.  3a.;  of  Mtnoo,  p.97.) 
relates  an  ingenious  niiracle»  which  fattsfied  the  curiofity,  sod  con- 
firmed the  faitht  of  Abraham. 

16  in 
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in  his  copy  of  the  Magian  picture,  the  Prophet  CHAP, 
has  too  faithfully  reprefented  the  fojtins  of  pro-  y^^*^ 
peeding,  and  even  the  flow  and  fucceflive  ope* 
rations  of  an  earthly  tribunal.  By  his  intolerant 
adverfaries  he  is  upbraided  for  extending,  even 
to  themfelves,  the  hope  of  falvation,  for  aflerting 
the  blackeft  hereiy,  that  every  man  who  believes 
in  God,  and  accompliihes  good  works,  may  ex« 
pe£t  in  the  kft  day  a  favourable  fentence.  Such 
rational  indifference  is  ill  adapted  to  the  charac*- 
ter  of  a  fanatic ;  nor  is  it  probable  that  a  meflen-^ 
ger  from  heaven  fliould  depreciate  the  value  and 
neceffity  of  his  own  revelation.  In  the  idiom  of 
the  Koran  '^%  the  belief  of  God  is  infeparable 
from  that  of  Mahomet ;  the  good  works  are  thoie 
which  he  has  enjoined ;  and  the  two  qualifica* 
tions  imply  the  profeffion  of  Iflam,  to  which  all 
nations  and  all  fe£ts  are  equally  invited.  Their 
fpiritual  blindnefs,  though  excufed  by  ignorance 
and  crowned  with  virtue,  will  be  fcourged  with 
everlafting. torments;  and  the  tears  which  Ma- 
hometihed  over  the  tomb  of  hismother,for  whom 
he  was  forbidden  to  pray,  difplay  a  ftriking  con- 
trail of  humanity  and  enthufiafm  ''^.  The  doom 
of  the  infidels  is  common :  the  meafure  of  their 
guilt    and  punilhment  is  determined   by  the 

'^  The  candid  Reland  has  dempnibated,  that  Mahomet  damns  all 
vnbelievers  (de  Religion.  Moham.p.  laS — J4^*)i  that  devik  will  not 
be  finally  fayed  (p.  196 — 199.) ;  th^t  paradife  will  tuo^foUly  c<miift  of 
corporeal  delights  (p.  199 — 205.);  and  that  women^s  f9u)is  are  im- 
ihortal  (p.  205 — ao9.). 

.  '"^  Al  Bndawiy  apnd  Salc^  Koran*  c.  9.  p.x^4.  The  refuial  to 
pray  for  an  unbelieving  kindred»  is  juftii|ed»  according  to  Mahomet* 
by  the  duty  of  a  prophet*  and  the  example  of  Abraham,  who  repro- 
tiated  his  own  father  as  an  enemy  of  Gfod*  Y«t  Abraham  (he  adds* 
f.9«  V.  ii6*  Maraccly  tom.il«  p.3X7.}fwt  fane  pius*  mids. 
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CHAP,  degree  of  evidence  which  they  have  reje6led,  by 
^*  the  magnitude  of  the  errors  which  they  have  en- 
tertained: the  eternal  maDiions  of  the  Chriilians^ 
the  Jews,  the  Sabians,  the  Magians,  and  the 
idolaters,  :sre  funk  below  each  other  in  the  abyfs; 
and  the  loweft  hell  is  refer ved  for  the  faithlefi 
hypocrites  who  have  aiTumedthe  mafkof  religion. 
After  the  greater  part  of  mankind  has  been  con* 
demnedfor  their  opinions,  the  true  believers  only 
will  be  judged  by  their  a6tions.  The  good  and 
evil  of  eachMufulman  will  be  accurately  weighed 
in  a  real  or  allegorical  balance,  and  a  finguhu: 
mode  of  compenfation  will  be  allowed  for  the 
payment  of  injuries :  the  aggreflbr  will  refund 
an  equivalent  of  his  own  good  a£tions,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  perfon  whom  he  has  wronged ;  and 
if  he  Ihould  be  deftitute  of  any  moral  property^ 
the  weight  of  his  fins  will  be  loaded  with  an  ade- 
quate fliare  of  the  demerits  of  the  fuflFeren  Ac- 
cording  as  the  fliares  of  guilt  or  virtue  (hall  pre- 
ponderate, the  fentence  will  be  pronounced,  and 
all,  without  diftindtion,  will  pafs  over  the  fiiarp 
and  perilous  bridge  of  the  abyfs ;  but  the  inno- 
cent," treading  in  the  footfteps  of  Mahomet, 
will  glorioufly  enter  the  gates  of  paradife,  while 
the  guilty  will  fall  into  the  firil  and  mildeft  of 
I  the  feven  hells.  The  term  of  expiation  will 
vary  from  nine  hundred  to  feven  thoufand 
years ;  but  the  Prophet  has  judicioufly  promifed, 
that  allhk  difciples,  whatever  may  be  their  fins, 
ftiall  be  faved,  by  their  own  faith  and  his  inter* 
ceflion,  from  eternal  damnation.  It  is  not  fur- 
prifingthatfuperilition  fliouldaamoll  powerfully 

13  on 
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on  the  fears  of  her  votaries, fince  the  human  fancy  chap. 
can  paint  with  more  energy  the  mifery  than  the  L. 
blifs  of  a  future  life.  With  the  two  fimple  ele- 
ments of  darknefs  and  fire,  we  create  a  fenfation 
of  pain,  which  may  be  aggravated  to  an  infinite 
degree  by  the  idea  of  endlefs  duration.  But  the 
fame  idea  operates  with  an  oppofite  effe6t  on  th^ 
continuity  of  pleafure ;  and  too  much  of  our  pre- 
fent  enjoyments  is  obtained  from  the  relief  or  the 
comp^rifon  of  evil.  It  is  natural  enough  that  an 
Arabian  prophet  fliould  dwell  with  rapture  on  the 
groves,  the  fountains,  and  the  rivers,  of  paradife; 
but  infteadofinfpiringtheblefTedinhabitants  with 
a  liberal  tafte  for  harmony  and  fcience,  converia- 
tion  and  friendfliip,  he  idly  celebrates  the  pearls 
and  diamonds,  the  robes  of  filk,  palaces  of  mar« 
ble^  dilhes  of  gold,  rich  wines,  artificial  dainties, 
numerous  attendants,  and  the  whole  train  of  fen- 
fual  and  coftlyluxury,  which  becomes  infipid  to  the 
owner,  even  in  the  ftiort  period  of  this  mortal  life. 
Seventy-two  Houris^  or  black-eyed  girls,  of  re- 
fplendent  beauty,  blooming  youth,  virgin  purity, 
and  exquifite  fenfibility,will  be  created  for  the  ufc 
of  the  meaneft  believer ;  a  moment  of  pleafure 
will  be  prolonged  to  a  thoufand  years,  and  his 
faculties  will  be  increafed  an  hundred  fold,  to 
render  him  worthy  of  his  feliqity.  Notwithftand- 
ing  a  vulgar  prejudice,  the  gates  of  heaven  will 
be  open  to  both  fexes ;  but  Mahomet  has  not 
Q)ecified  the  male  companions  of  the  female  ele^l, 
-  left  he  fliould  either  alarm  the  jealoufy  of  their 
former  hufbands,  or  difturb  their  felicity,  by  the 
fufpicion  of  an  everlafting  marriage.  This  image 
of  a  carnal  paradife  has  provoked  the  indignation, 

perhaps 
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perhaps  the  envy,  of  the  monks ;  they  declaim 
againft  the  impure  religion  of  Mahomet;  and  his 
modeft  apologifts  are  driven  to  the  poor  excufe 
of  figures  and  allegories.  But  the  founder  and 
more  confiflent  party  adhere,  without  fhame,  to 
the  literal  interpretation  of  the  Koran  :  ufelefs 
would  be  the  refurre6lion  of  the  body,  unlefs  it 
were  reftored  to  the  pofleffion  and  exercife  of  its 
worthieft  faculties ;  and  the  union  of  fenfual  and 
inteUe£tual  enjoyment  is  requifite  tocompletethe 
faappinefsof  the  double  animal,  the  perfect  man. 
Yet  the  joys  of  the  Mahometan  paradiie  will  not 
be  confined  to  the  indulgence  of  luxury  and  ap- 
petite ;  and  the  Propliet  has  exprefsly  declared, 
that  all  meaner  haj^inefs  will  be  forgotten  and 
deipifed  by  the  faints  and  martyrs,  who  ihall  be 
admitted  to  the  beatitude  of  tlie  divine  vifion"^ 
Mahomet  Tbg  fiyft  ^and  moft  arduous  conquefts  of  Ma- 
at  Mecca»  botnet'"  Were  thofe  of  his  wife,  his  fervant,  his 
A.D.  609.  pupil. 


"o  For  tilt  day  of  judgment)  heO*  paradiiey  &c.  confult  the  Koran 
(c.  %•  y.  a5.  €.56.  jip  &c.) ;  with  Maracci's  viruleoty  but  kamedf 
refutation  (i^  his  notes^  and  in  the  (Vodromusy  part  iv.  p*  7$*  I  to. 
Ill,  &c.)t  lyHcrbdot  (Bibliotheque  Orientale,  p.  368,  375.)?  R©" 
lain*  (t>-47— ^'05  and  Sale  (pw76-Hio3,>  The  anginal  ideas  of  tfae 
Magi  are  darkly  and  doubtfully  .explored  by  their  apologift  Dr.  Hyde 
(Hift.  Rcligionis  Perfarumy  c.3».  p.  401 — 4ia»v>xon.  1760.).  In 
the  article  of  Mahomet^  Bayle  has  ihewn  how  iQdiierenUy  wit  and 
philofophy  fupply  the  abiience  of  genuine  information. 

"'  Before  I  enter  on  Ihe  hifiory  of  the  prophet*  it  is  incumbent  on 
me  to  produce  my  evidence.  The  Latin>  Frenqh*  and  Englifh,  verfions 
pf  the  Koran  jtfe<pP6oeded  by  hiilorical  difcourftsy  and  the  three  trau»> 
Utor<9  Maracci  (torn.  i.  p.  10-^32.^  Savary  (toon-  i«  p-  x — M^*)*  9ni 
Sale  (Pk^minary  Difcourfe*  p.  33 — 56.)9  had  accur^ely  Audied  th# 
languaige  and  chancer  of  their  author.  Two  profdFed  lives  of 
Mahomet  %tyi£  boeu  covqpofed  by  iDr.  Prideauy  (I^ife  qf  M«hQmet» 
feventh  edition^    London*    171S1    in  o^vo)  and  the  Count  de 
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pupil,  and  his  friend"*;  fince  he  prefented  him-  chap. 
ff^lf  as  a  prophet  to  thofe  who  were  moil  conver- 
fant  with  his  infirmities  as  a  man.  Yet  Cadijah 
believed  the  words,  and  cheriflied  the  glory,  of 
herhuiband;  the  obfequious  and  affe3:ionateZeid 
was  tempted  by  the  profpe6k  of  freedom ;  the 
illuftrious  Ali,  the  fon  of  Abu  Taleb,  embraced 
the  fentiments  of  his  coufin  with  the  fpirit  of  a 
youthful  hero ;  and  the  wealth,  the  moderation, 
the  veracity  of  Abubeker,  confirmed  the  religion 
of  the  Prophet  whom  he  was  deflined  to  fucceed. 
By  his  perfuafion,  ten  of  the  moft  refpe6lable  ci- 
tizens of  Mecca  were  introduced  to  the  private 
leffons  of  Iflam ;  they  yielded  to  the  voice  of 


Boulainvaiicrs  (Vic  de  Mahomedy  Londre9>  1730,  in  o6i:aT*)j  but 
tbe  adverfe  wiih  of  finding  an  impolbor  or  an  heroy  has  too  oft4m 
corrupted  the  learning  of  the  dodtor  and  the  ingenuity  of  the  count. 
The  article  in  D'Herbelot  (Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  598 — 5So3.)  is  chiefly 
drawn  from  Novairi  and  Mircond ;  but  the  beft  and  moft  authentic  «f 
our  guides  is  M.  Gagnieo  a  Frenchman  by  birth^  and  profeflbr  at  Ox* 
ford  of  the  Oriental  tongues,  tn  two  elaborate  wtorks  (Ifmael  Abulfeda 
de  Vita  et  Rebus  geftis  Mohammedis^  &;c.  Latine  vertity  Praefationc 
et  Notis  illuftravit  Johannes  Gagnier,  Oxon.  z  7339  in  folio.  La  Vie 
de  Mahomet  traduite  et  compilee  de  I'Alooran,  des  Tftiditions  au« 
thenriques  de  la  Sonna  et  des  meilleurs  Auteurs  Arabes ;  Amfterdaia* 
17489  3  vols,  in  lamo.)  he  has  interpreted^  illuftratedy  and  fupplied  tbe 
Arabic  text  of  Abulfeda  and  Al  Jannabi  i  the  firft,  an  enlightened 
priQce»  who  reigned  at  Hamah^  in  Syria,  A.  D.  13 10 — 133a  (iee  Gag- 
nier Fnefat.  ad  Abulfed.) ;  the  fecpnd  a  credulous  do6lor^  who  vifited 
Mecca  A  J).  1556.  (D'Herbelot,  p.  397.  Gagnier,  tom.  iiL  p.  aop, 
Aio.).  Thefe  are  my  general  vouchers,  and  the  inquifitive  reader  may 
follow  the  order  of  time,  and  the  divifion  of  chapters.  Yet  I  nudt 
obferve,  that  both  Abulfeda  and  Al  Jiannabi  are  modem  hiftoriansy 
and  that  they  cannot  appeal  to  any  writers  of  the  firft  centmy  o&  libe 
Hegira. 

'"  Alter  the  Greeks,  Prideaux  (p.8.)  difclofes  the  fecret  doubts  of 
the  wife  of  Mahomet.  As  if  he  had  been  a  privy  counfeUor  of  the 
prophet,  BoulainviUiers  (p.  172,  &c.)  unfolds  the  iublimeund  patriate 
views  of  Cadijah  and  th«  fiift  diibiples. 

reafon 
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C  H  A  F«  reafon  and  entliufiafm  ;  they  repeated  the  funda- 
_^  ^  mental  creed ;  "  there  is  but  one  God,  and  Ma- 
"  hornet  is  the  apoille  of  God ;"  and  their  faith, 
even  in  this  life,  was  rewarded  with  riches  and 
honours,  with  the  cornmand  of  armies  and  the  go- 
>(rejrnment  of  kingdoms.  Three  years  were  filently 
employed  in  the  conyerfion  of  fourteen  profelytes, 
the  firft  fruits  of  his  million ;  but  in  the  fourth 
yearbfs  aflUmjE^d  the  prophetic  office,  and  refolving 
to  impaH:  to  his  £imily  the  light  of  divine  truths 
he  prepared^  banquet,  a  lamb,  as  it  is  faid,  and  a 
bowl  of  milk,for  the  entertainment^jf  forty guefts 
of  the  race  of  Hafhem.  "  Friends  and  kinfmen/' 
iaid  Mahomet  to  the  affembly,  "  I  offer  you, 
."  and  I  alone  can  offer,  the  moft  precious  of 
^*  gifts,  the  treafures  qf  this  world  and  of  th^ 
*^  world  to  come.  God  has  commanded  me  to 
**  call  you  to  his  fervice.  Who  among  you  will 
**  fupport  my  burthen  ?  Who  among  you  will 
*'  be  my  companion  and  my  vizir"^  ?"  No  an- 
fwer  was  returned,  till  the  filence  of  aftoniih- 
ment,  and  doubt,  and  cojiterapt,  was  at  length 
broken  by  the  impatient  courage  of  Ali,  a  youth 
in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  age.  "  O  Prophet, 
**  I  am  the  man :  wholbever  rifes  againil  thee,  I 
<*  will  dafli  out  his  teeth,  tear  out  his  eyes,  break 
*'  his  legs,  rip  up  his  belly.  O  Prophet,  I  will 
*^  be  thy  vizir  over  them.*'  Mahomet  accepted 
his  offer  with  tranfport,  and  Abu  Taleb  was  iro- 

"^  F<ezirujf  portitory  hajuliUf  onus  ferem;  and  this  plebeian  name 
^was  transferred  by  an  apt  metaphor  to  the  pillars  of  the  ftate  (Gagnier> 
l)fot*  ad  Abulfed.  p.  19.)-  I  endeavour  to  preferve  the  Arabian  idipipy 
as  far  as  I  can  feel  it  myfelf»  in  a  Latin  or  French  tranilatipn. 

nically 
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nically  exhorted  to  refpe6l  the  fuperior  dignity  chap. 
of  his  fon.     In  a  more  ferious  tone,  the  father  of      ^'     ^ 
All  advifed  his  nephew  to  relinquifli  his  imprac-' 
ticable  defign.     "  Spare  your  remonftrances,*'' 
replied  the  intrepid  fanatic  to  his  uncle  and  be- 
nefa6lor  ;  "  if  they  fliould  place  the  fun  on  my 
*«  right-hand,  and  the  moon  on  my  left,  they 
**  fliould  not  divert  me  from  my  courfe."     He 
perfevered  ten  years  in  the  exercife  of  his  mif- 
lion  ;  and  the  religion  which  has  overfpread  the 
Eaft  and  the  Weft,  advanced  with  a  flow  and 
painful  progrefs  within  the  walls  of  Mecca.    Yet 
Mahomet  enjoyed  the  fatisfa6lion  of  beholding 
the  inereafe  of  his  infant  congregation  of  Uni- 
tarians, who  revered  him  as  a  prophet,  and  to 
whom  he  feafonably  difpenfed  the  fpiritual  nou- 
riflimcnt  of  the  Koran.    The  number  of  profe- 
lytes  may  be  efteemed  by  the  abfence  of  eighty- 
three  men  and  eighteen  women,  who  retired  to 
Ethiopia  in  the  feventh  year  of  his  mifiion : 
and  his  party  was  fortified  by  the  timely  conver- 
flon  of  his  uncle  Hamza,  and  of  the  fierce  and 
inflexible  Omar,  who  fignalized  in  the  caufe  of 
Iflam  the  fame  zeal  which  he  had  exerted  for 
its  deftrud;ion.     Nor  was  the  charity  of  Ma- 
homet confined  to  the  tribe  of  Koreifli  or  the 
precin6ls  of  Mecca :  on  folemn  feftivals,  in  the 
days  of  pilgrimage,  he  frequented  the  Caaba, 
accofted  the  ftrangers  of  every  tribe,  and  urged, 
both  in  private  converfe  and  public  difcourfe, 
the  belief  and  worfiiip  of  a  fole  Deity.  Confcious 
of  his  reafon  and  of  his  weaknels,  he  aflerted 
the  liberty  of  confcience,  and  difclaimed  the  ufe 

of 
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CHAP-  of  religious  violence  "^:  but  he  called  the  Arabs 
}"_  ,  to  repentance,  and  conjured  them  to  remember 
the  ancient  idolators  of  Ad  and  Thamud, 
whom  the  divine  juftice  had  fwept  away  from 
the  face  of  the  earth  "*. 
Is  oppofed  The  people  of  Mecca  was  hardened  in  their 
by  the  Ko-  unbelief  by  fuperftition  and  envy.  The  elders  of 
7i3^6%2.  ^^®  ^^'y>  *^^  uncles  of  the  Prophet,  affected  to 
defpife  the  prefumption  of  an  orphan,  the  re- 
former of  his  country :  the  pious  orations  of  Ma- 
homet in  the  Caaba  were  anfwered  by  the  cla- 
mours of  Abu  Taleb.  "  Citizens  and  pilgrims, 
"  liften  not  to  the  tempter,  hearken  not  to  his  im- 
"  pious  novelties.  Stand  faft  in  the  worfhip  of 
«  Al  Lata  and  Al  Uzzah.*'  Yet  the  fon  of  Ab- 
dallah  was  eyer  dear  to  the  aged  chief  j  and  he 
prote^ed  the  fame  and  perfon  of  his  nephew 
againft  the  aflaults  of  the  Koreilhites,  who  had 
long  been  jealous  of  the  pre-eminence  of  the 
fe-mily  of  Hafhem.  Their  malice  was  coloured 
with  the  pretence  of  religion  ;  in  the  age  of  Job, 
the   crime   of  impiety  was  puniihed  by  the 


"^  The  pai!age«  of  the  Koran  in  behalf  of  toleration  are  firong  and 
numerous:  c. a.  v.  257.  c.  16.  129.  c.  17.  54.  c. 45.  15.  c^jo.  39. 
c.  88.  219  &c.  with  the  notes  of  Maracci  and  Sale.  This  charaAer 
alone  may  generally  decide  the  doubts  of  the  learned^  whether  a  chap* 
ter  was  revealed  at  Mecca  or  Medina. 

"^  See  the  Koran  (pal!im»  and  efpecially  c'  7.  p.  1239 1»4»  &c.)y  aui 
the  tradition  of  the  Arabs  (Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  3s — 37«)«  The  ca- 
Tems  of  the  tribe  ^f  Thamud,  fit  for  men  of  the  ordinary  llaturet  were 
fliewn  in  the  midway  between  Medina  and  Damafcus  (Abulfed.  Arabiae 
Defcript.  p.  43, 44O  and  may  be  probably  afcribed  to  the  Troglodites 
of  the  primitive  woiid  (Michaelis,  ad  Lowth  de  Poefi  Hetoeon  p-i3X 
^-<-X34«    Recherche«  fur  ks  £gypti^a^  torn.  ii.  p.  481  &c.). 

Arabian 
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Ambian  magiftrate'^'';  and  Mahomet  was  guilty  chap. 
of  deferting  and  denying  the  national  deities.  ,  J"'_^^ 
But  fo  loofe  was  the  policy  of  Mecca,  that  the 
leaders  of.  the  Koreilh,  inftead  of  accufing  a 
criminal,  were  compelled  to  employ  the  mea- 
fiires  of  perfuafion  or  violence.  They  repeat- 
edly addrefled  Abu  Taleb  in  the  ftyle  of  re- 
proach and  menace.  "  Thy  nephew  reviles  our 
<^  religion ;  he  accufes  our  wife  forefathers  of 
**  ignorance  and  folly ;  filence  him  quickly,  left 
*^  he  kindle  tumult  and  difcord  in  the  city.  If 
**  he  perfevere,  we  (hall  draw  our  fwords  i^ainft 
^^  him  and  his  adherents,  and  thou  wilt  be  re- 
«« fponfible  for  the  blood  of  thy  fellow-citizens.'' 
The  weight  and  moderation  of  Abu  Taleb  eluded 
the  vidience  of  religious  &6bion  ;  the  moft  help- 
lefs  or  timid  of  the  difciples  retired  to  JSthiopia, 
and  the  Prophet  withdrew  himfelf  to  various 
places  of  ftrength  in  the  town  and  countiy.  As 
he  was  ftill  fupported  by  his  family,  the  reft  of 
the  tribe  of  Koreiih  engaged  themfelves  to  re- 
nounce all  intercourfe  with  the  chUdren  of  Ha- 
(hem,  neither  to  buy  nor  fell,  neither  to  marry 
nor  to  give  in  marriage,  but  to  purfue  them  with 
implacable  enmity,  till  they  ihould  deliver  the 
perfbn  of  Mahomet  to  the  juftice  of  the  gods. 
The  decree  was  fuipended  in  the  Caaba  before 
the  eyes  of  the  nation ;  the  meflengers  of  the 
Koreifh  purfued  the  Mufulman  exiles  iii  the 

\  ^  »6  jj^  ^Yie  time  of  Joby  the  crime  of  impiety  was  pumfbed  by  the 
Af^bian  magiftrate  (c.  13.  v.  269  279  %SJ)>  I  blufh  for  a  refpe<^able 
prelate  (de  Poefi  Hebrseorum^  p.  65  09  651.  edit.  Michaelis ;  and  letter 
of  a  late  profeffiir  in  die  umvcrfity  cf  Oxfivd^  p.tl5-->53«^  whojuf- 
tifie9  aad  appUudi  this  patxiarduat  yMpiifition. 

heart 
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CHAP,  heart  of  Africa :  they  befieged  the  Prophet  and 
^  J"'       his   moft   faithful  follo\s^ers,  intercepted   theif 
water,and  inflamed  their  mutual  atiimofity  by  the 
retaliation  of  injuries  and  infults.     A  doubtful 
truce  reftored  the  appearances  of  concord ;  till 
the  death  of  Abu  Taleb  abandoned  Mahomiet  to 
the  power  of  his  enemies,  at  the  moment  when 
he  Was  deprived  of  his  domeftic  comforts  by  the 
lofs  of  his  faithful  and  generous  Cadijah.     Abu 
Sophian,  the  chief  of  the  branch  of  Ommiyah  j 
fucceeded  to  the  principality  of  the  republic  of 
Mecca.     A  zealous  votary  of  the  idols,  a  mortal 
foe  of  the  line  of  Hafhem,  he  convened  an  afiem- 
bly  of  the  Koreifhites  and  their  allies,  to  decide 
the  fate  of  the  Apoflle.   His  imprifonment  might 
provoke  the  defpair  of  his  enthufiafm  ;  and  the 
exile  of  an  eloquent  and  popular  fanatic  would 
diffufe  the  mifchief  through  the  provinces  of  Ara- 
bia.    His  death  was  refolved  j  and  they  agreed 
that  a  fword  from  each  tribe,  fhould  be  buried  m 
his  heart,  to  divide  the  guilt  of  his  blood  and 
and  driTcn  baffle  the '  veugeaucc  of  the  Hafliemites.     An 
from  Mec-  angel  or  a  fpy  revealed  their  confpiracy ;  and 
Aj>.  66%.  flight  was  the  only  refource  of  Mahomet  "^     At 
the  dead  of  night,  accompanied  by  his  friend 
Abubeker,  he  filently  efcaped  from  his  houfe : 
the  aflaffins  watched  at  the  door ;  but  they  were 
deceived  by  the  figure  of  Ali,  who  repofed  on 
the  bed,  and  was  covered  with  the  green  veft- 
ment  of  the  apoille«    Tlie  Koreifh  relpefited  the 
piety  of  the  heroic  youth ;  but  fome  verfes  of  Ali, 

"7  D'Herbeloty  BiUiot.  Orient.  p«  445.    He  quotes  a  particular 
hiAory  of  the  flight  of  Mahomet. 

which 
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'which  are  iliU  extant,  exhibit  an  interefting  C  ft  A  P* 
picture  of  his  anxiety,  his  tendernefe,  and  his  ,^_J^ 
religious  confidence.  Three  days  Mahomet  and 
hia  companion  were  concealed  in  the  cave  of 
Thor,.  at  the  .diftarice  of  a  league  from  Mecca  $ 
and  in  the  clofe  of  each  evening,  they  received, 
from  the  fob  and  daughter  of  Abubeker,  a  fecret 
fiipply  of  intelhgeiice  and  food.  The  dih'gence 
of  the  Koreifti  e^cplored  every  haunt  in  jthe 
neighbourhood  of  the  city ;  they  arrived  at  the! 
entrance  of  the  cavern ;  but  the  providential 
deceit  of  a  Ipider's  web  and  a  p%eon's  neft,  is 
fuppofed  to  convince  them  that  the  place  \^s 
folitary  and  inviolate*  "  We  are  only  two/* 
faid  the  treniWing  Abubeker,  "  There  is  a 
"  third,'*  replied  the  Prophet;  "  it  is  Godhim- 
"  felf.**  No  fooher  was  the  purfuit  abated,  than 
the  two  fugitives  iffued  from  the  rock,  and 
mounted  their  camels:  on  the  .road  to  Medina, 
they  were  overtaken  by  the  emiffaries  of  the 
Koreifh;  they  redeemed  themfelyes  with  prayers 
and  promifes  from  their  hands.  In  this  evenjt> 
ful  moment,  the  lance  of  an  Arab  might  have 
changed  the  hiftory  of  the  world.  The  flight 
of  the  prophet  from  Mecca  to  Medina  has  fixed 
the   memorable  aera  of  the  Hegira "%   which, 

*'^  Tlie  Hegira  Mras  Inftituted  "by  Omar,  thefccond  caliplt',  in  imi- 
tatioii  of  the  sera  of  the  martyrs  of  the  ChriiUans(D'Herbelot»  p.  444.); 
and  properly  commenced  fixty-eight  days  before  the  flight  of 
Mahomet?  with  the  firft  of  Moharren,  or  firft  day  of  that  Arabian 
yeaf,  which  coincides  with  Friday  July  i6th,  A.D.  6az  (Abulfeda, 
Vit.  Moham.  c.  %%f  3:3.  p.  45 — 50;  and  Greaye's  editicm  of  V\hxg 
Beig's  Epochs  Arabum^  &c.  c.  i.  p.  8. 10,  &c.). 
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c  H  A  P.  at  the  end  of  twelve  centuries,  ftill  difcri- 
,  j^^^  minates  the  lunar  years  of  the  Mahometan 
Received    nations '^ 

rfM^di*  The  religion  of  the  Koran  might  have  perifhed 
A.D.622.  in  its  cradle,  had  not  Medina  embraced  with 
faith  and  reverence  the  holy  outcafts  of  Mecca. 
Medina,  or  the  citi/y  known  under  the  name  of 
Yathreb,  before  it  was  fan£tified  by  the  throne 
of  the  Prophet,  was  divided  between  the  tribes 
of  the  Charegites  and  the  Awfites,  whofe  here- 
ditary feud  was  rekindled  by  theffighteft  provo- 
cations :  two  colonies  of  Jews,  who  boafted  a 
facerdotal  race,  were  their  humble  allies,  and 
without  converting  the  Arabs,  they  introduced 
the  tafte  of  fcience  and  religion,  which  diftin- 
guifhed  Medina  as  the  city  of  thfe  book.  Some 
of  her  nobleft  citizens,  in  a  pilgrimage  to  the 
Caaba,  were  converted  by  the  preaching  of 
Mahomet;  on  their  return  they  diffufed  the 
belief  of  God  and  his  Prophet,  and  the  new 
alliance  was  ratified  by  their  deputies  in  two 
fecret  and  nocturnal  interviews  on  a  hill  in  the 
fuburbs  of  Mecca.  In  the  firft,  ten  Chaxegites 
and  two  Awfites  united  in  faith  and  love,  pro- 
tefted  in  the  name  of  their  wives,  their  children, 
and  their  abfent  brethren,  that  they  would  for 
ever  profefs  the  creed,  and  obferve  the  precepts 
jof  the  Koran.  The  fecond  was  a  political  affo- 
ciation,  the  firft  vital  fpark  of  the  empire  of 

"^  Mahomet's  life^  from  liis  miffion  to  the  Hegin,  may  be  foutfd 
in  Abulfeda(p.  14 — 45.)andGagnier(tom.i.  p.  134 — 251. 342 — 383.> 
The  legend  from  p.  187— 234*  is  vouched  by  Al  Jaiuiabi»  and  dif* 
dained  by  Abulfeda. 

the 
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the  Saracens  '^°.     Seventy-three  men  and  two  chap. 
women  of  Medina  held  a  folemn  conference  with  .     ^ 
Mahomet,  his  kinfmen,  and  his  difciples ;  and 
pledged  themfelves,  to  each  other  by  a  mutual 
oath  of  fidelity.     They  promifed  in  the  name  of 
the  city,  that  if  he  fhould  be  baniflied,  they 
would  receive  him  as  a  confederate,  obey  him 
as  a  leader,  and  defend  him  to  the  lail  extremity, 
like  their  wives  and  children.     *'  But  if  you  are 
**  recalled  by  your  country,**  they  alked  with 
a  flattering  anxiety,  "  will  you  not  abandon  your 
**  new  allies  ?**  "  All  things,**  replied  Mahomet 
with  a  fmile,  "  are  now  common  between  us ; 
«*  your  blood  is  as  my  blood,  your  ruin  as  my 
**  ruin.     We  are  bound  to  each  other  by  the  ties 
*'  of  honour  and  intereft.     I  am  your  friend, 
**  and  the  enemy  of  your  foes.**     "  But  if  we  are 
*«  killed  in  your  fervice,  what,**  exclaimed  the 
deputies  of  Medina,   *'  will  be  our  reward  ?** 
*'  Paradise,**  replied  the  Prophet.     "  Stretch 
««  forth  thy  hand.**     He  ftretched  it  forth,  and 
they  reiterated  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  fide- 
lity.    Their  treaty  was  ratified  by  the  people, 
who  unanimoufly  embraced  the  profeffion  of 
Iflam ;  they  rejoiced  in  the  exile  of  the  Apofl:le, 
but  they  trembled  for  his  fafety,  and  impatiently 
expe^ed  his  arrival.     After  a  perilous  and  rapid 
journey  along  the  fea-coaft,  he  halted  at  Koba, 
two  miles  from- the  city,  and  made  his  public 
entry  into  Medina,  fixteen  days;  after  his  flight 

*^  The  triple  inauguratioa  of  Mahomet  is  defcrlbed  by  Abulfeda 
(p.  30. 3 3. 40. 86.)  and  Gagnier  (toin.L  p.349,&c.  3499&C.  toxnuH. 
p.»»3>*c.> 
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c  PI  A  F.  from  Mecca.      Five  hundred  of  the  citizen jf 
advanced  to  meet  him :  he  was  hailed  with  accla^ 
raations  of  loyalty  and  devotion  ;  Mahomet  was 
mounted  on  a  ihe-camel,  an  umbrella  ihaded 
his  head,  and  a  turban  was  unfurled  before  him 
to  fupply  the  deficiency  of  a  ftandard.      His 
bravell  difciples,  who  had  been  fcattered  by  the 
ftorm,  aflembled  round  his  perfon :   and  the 
equal,  though  various,  merit  of  the  Moflems  was 
diftinguifhed  by  the  names  of  Mohagerians  and 
An/arSjthe  fugitives  of  Mecca,  and  the  auxiliaries 
of  Medina.    To  eradicate  the  feeds  of  jealoufy, 
Mahomet  judicioufly  coupled  his  principal  fol- 
lowers with  the  rights  and  obligations  of  brethren, 
and  when  Ali  found  himfelf  without  a  peer,  the 
Prophet  tenderly  declared,  that  he  would  be  the 
companion  and  brother  of  the  noble  youth.    The 
expedient  was  crowned  with  fuccefs  ;  the  holy 
fraternity  was  refpefted  in  peace  and  war,  and 
the  two  parties  vied  with  each  other  in  a  generous 
emulation  of  courage  and  fidelity.    Once  only 
the  concord  was  flightly  ruffled  by  an  accidental 
quarrel ;  a  patriot  of  Medina  arraigned  the  info- 
lence  of  the  ftrangers,   but  the  hint  of  their 
expulfion  was  heard  with  sibharrence,  and  his 
own  fon   mod   eagerly    offered  to    lay  at  the 
Apoftle's  feet  the  head  of  his  father. 
His  regal        From  his  eftabliftiment  at  Medina,  Mahomet 
^^JLV.     ^^^^^^  the  exercife  of  the  regal  and  facerdotal 
^%z^632.  office ;  and  it  was  impious  to  appeal  from  a  judge 
whofe  decrees  were  infpired  by  the  divine  wifdom. 
A  fnaall  porticHi  of  ground,  the  patrimony  of  two 
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orphans,  was  acquired  by  gift  or  purchafe'"^  on  c  H  A  R 
that  chofeu  fpot,  he  built  an  houfe  and  a  mofeh  t* 
more  venerable  in  their  rude  finaplicity  than  the 
palaces  and  temples  of  the  Aflyrian  caliphs.  His 
feal  of  gold,  ox  filver,  was  infcribed  with  the 
apoftolic  title ;  when  he  prayed  and  preached  in 
the  weekly  affembly,  he  leaned  againft  the  trunk 
of  a  palm-tree ;  and  it  was  long  before  he  in^ 
dulged  himfelf  ia  the  ufe  of  a  chair  or  pulpit 
of  rough  timber"*.  After  a  reign  of  fix  years, 
fifteen  hundred  Moflems,  in  arms  and  in  the 
field,  renewed  their  oath  of  allegiance;  and 
their  chief  repeated  the  aflurance  of  prote6tion 
till  the  death  of  the  laft  member,  or  the  final 
diflblution  of  the  party.  It  was  in  the  fame 
camp  that  the  deputy  of  Mecca  was  ^iftoniftied 
by  the  attention  of  the  faithful  to  the  words 
and  looks  of  the  Prophet,  by  the  eagernefs 
with  which  they  colle6led  his  fpittle,  an  hair 
that  dropt  on  the  ground,  the  refufe  water  of 
Jjis  luftrations,  as  if  they  participated  in  fome 
4egree  of  the  prophetic  virtue.    "  I  have  feen,** 

"'  Prideaux  (Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  44.)  reviles  the  wickednefs  of  the 
impoftori  who  defpoiled  two  poor  orphan^,  the  fons  of  a  carpenter ; 
a  reproach  which  he  drew  from  the  Difputatio  contra  Saracenos,  coi|i* 
pofed  in  Arabic  before  the  year  11 30;  but  the  honeft  Gagi[jier  (ad 
Abulfed.  p.  53.)  has  ihewn  that  they  were  deceived  by  the  word  AI 
Nagjary  which  fignifies,  in  this  place,  not  an  obfcure  trade,  but  a  noble 
tribe  of  Arabs.  The  defolate  ftate  of  the  ground  is  defcribed  by  Abul- 
feda ;  and  hii  worthy  interpreter  has  proved  from  Al  Bocliari,  the  offer 
^f  a  price ;  from  Al  Jannabi,  the  fair  purchafe ;  and  from  Ahmed  Ben 
Jofeph,  the  payment  of  the  money  by  the  generous  Abubeker.  On 
thefe  grounds  the  Prophet  muft  be  honourably  acquitted. 

*''  Al  Jannabi  (apud  Gagnier,  tom.  ii.  p.  246.  324)  defcribes  the  feal 
and  pulpit,  as  two  venerable  relics  of  the  apoftle  of  God ;  and  the  por^ 
^rait  of  his  court  is  takj^j^  from  Abulfeda  (c.  44.  p.  85.). 

y  3  faicj 


294  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

CHAP,  faid  he,  "  the  Chofroes  of  Perfia  and  the  C^far 
^_^~,_?  "  of  Rome,  but  never  did  I  behold  a  king  among 
"  his  fubje6ls  like  Mahomet  among  his  com- 
«  panions/'     The  devout  fervour  of  enthufiafra 
a6ls  with  more  energy  and  truth  than  the  cold 
and  formal  fervility  of  courts. 
Hedeciam      In  the  ftate  of  nature  every  man  has  a  right 
STinldds!  '^  defend,  by  force  of  arms,  his  perfon  and  his 
poffeffions ;  to  repel,  or  .^^ren  to  prevent,  the 
violence  of  his  enemies,  and  to  extend  his  hof- 
tilities  to  a  reafonable  meafure  of  latisfa6lion 
and  retaliation.    In  the  free  fociety  of  the  Arabs, 
the  duties  of  fubje6l  and  citizen  impofed  a  feeble 
reftraintj  and  Mahomet,  in  the  exercife  of  a 
peaceful  and  benevolent  miflion,  had  been  def- 
poiled  and  banilhed  by  the  injuftice  of  his  coun- 
trymen.    The  choice  of  an  independent  people 
had  exalted  the  fugitive  of  Mecca  to  the  rank 
of  a  fovereign ;  and  he  was  inverted  with  the 
juft  prerogative  of  forming  alliances,  and  of  wag- 
ing offenfive  or  defenfive  war.     The  imperfec- 
tion of  human  rights  was  fupplied  and  armed  by 
the  plenitude  of  divine  power:  the  Prophet  of 
Medina  aflumed,  in  his  new  revelations,  a  fiercer 
and  more  fanguinary  tone,  which  proves  that 
his  former  moderation  was  the  effe^l  of  weak- 
nefs'*' :  the  means  of  perfuafion  had  been  tried, 
the  feafon  of  forbearance  was  elapfed,  and  he 
was  now  commanded  to  propagate  his  religion 
by  the  fword,  to  dellroy  the  monuments  of  ido- 

'^  The  viihli  and  ixth  chapters  of  the  Koran  are  the  loudeft  and 
moft  vehement ;  and  Maracci  (Prodromus^  part  iv.  p.  59—64)  has 
iaveighed  with  more  juilice  than  difcretion  againft  the  double  dealing 
of  the  impoftor. 
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latry,  and,  without  regarding  the  fan6tity  af  days  CHAP, 
or  months,  to  purfue  the  unbelieving  nations  of  ^  ^ 
the  earth.  The  fame  bloody  precepts,  fo  re- 
peatedly inculcated  in  the  Koran,  are  afcribed 
by  the  author  to  the  Pentateuch  and  the  Gofc 
pel.  But  the  mild  tenor  of  the  evangelic  ftyle 
may  explain  an  ambiguous  text,  that  Jefus  did 
not  bring  peace  on  the  earth,  but  a  fword :  his 
patient  and  humble  virtues  Ihould  not  be  con- 
founded with  the  intolerant  zeal  of  princes  and 
biihops,  who  have  difgraced  the  name  of  his  dif- 
ciples.  In  the  profecution  of  religious  war, 
Mahomet  might  appeal  with  more  propriety  to 
the  example  of  Mofes,  of  the  judges  and  the 
kings  of  Ifrael.  The  military  laws  of  the  He- 
brews are  ilill  more  rigid  than  thofe  of  the  Ara- 
bian legiflator"*.  The  Lord  of  Hofts  marched 
in  perfon  before  the  Jews:  if  a  city  refifted 
their  fummons,  the  males,  without  diilindtion, 
were  put  to  the  fword :  the  feven  nations  of 
Canaan  were  devoted  to  deftru6lion ;  and  neither 
repentance  nor  converfion  could  ihield  them 
from  tffe  inevitable  doom  that  no  creature 
within  their  precin£ts  ihould  be  left  alive.  The 
fair  option  of  friendihip,  or  fubmiflion,  or  battle, 
was  propofed  to  the  enemies  of  Mahomet.  If 
they  profeffed  the  creed  of  Iflam,  they  were  ad- 
mitted  to  all  the  temporal  and  fpiritual  benefits 
of  his  primitive  difciples,  arid  marched  under 

'^  The  xth  and  xxth  chapters  of  Deuteronomy,  with  the  pradical 
comments  of  Joihua^  David,  &c.  are  read  with  more  awe  than  fatif- 
fa^on  by  the  pious  Chriftians  of  the  preient  age.  But  the  biihops,  as 
well  as  the  rabbis,  of  former  times,  have  beat  the  drum-ecclefiaftic  with 
pleafure  and  fuccefs.    (Sale's  Preliminary  Difcourfe,  p.  142, 143.). 
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the  fame  banner  to  extend  the  religion  which  they 
had  embraced.  The  clemency  of  the  Prophet 
was  decided  by  his  intereft,  yet  he  feldom  tram- 
pled on  a  prpiirate  enemy ;  and  he  feems  to  pro- 
paife,  that,  on  the  payment  of  a  tribute,  the  leaft 
guilty  of  his  unbelieving  fubje6ls  might  be  in- 
diilged  in  their  worfliip,  or  at  leaft  in  their  im- 
perfe6t  f^itb.  In  the  firft  months  of  his  reign, 
he  pra6lifed  the  leffons  of  holy  warfare,  and  dif- 
played  his  white  banner  before  the  gates  of 
Medina:  the  martial  Apoftle  fought  in  perfbn 
at  nine  battles  .or  fieges**^ ;  and  &{ty  enterprifes 
of  war  were  atchieved  in  ten  years  by  himfelf  or 
his  lieutenants.  The  Ar^b  continued  to  unite  the 
profeflions  of  a  merchant  and  a  robber;  and 
hiis  petty  excurfions  for  the  defence  or  the  at- 
tack of  a  caravan  infenfibly  prepared  his  troops 
for  the  conqueft  of  Arabia.  The  diftribution 
of  theipoilwas  regulated  by  a  divine  law'*^: 
the  whole  was  faithfuHy  collected  in  one  com- 
mon mafs:  a  fifth  of  the  gold  and  filver,  the 
prifoners  and  cattle,  the  moveables  and  immove- 
ables, was  referved  by  the  Prophet  for  pious  and 
charitable  ufes ;  the  remainder  was  fliared  in  ade- 
quate portions,  by  the  foldiers  who  had  obtained 
the  vi&oty  or  guarded  the  camp :  the  rewards  of 

*'' Abii]feda»inVit«Moliam.  p.Xi6.  Theprivatearfenal  of  the  Apoftle 
confifted  of  nine  fwordsy  three  lances^  feven  pikes  or  half-pikes,  a 
qoiyer  and  three  bows»  feven  cuiraflesy  three  ihieldsy  and  two  helmets 
(Gagnier)  torn.  ill.  p.  328 — 334*)»  with  a  large  white  ftandard,  a  black 
banner  (p.  335.)t  twenty  horfes  (p.  32a.),  &c.  Two  of  his  martial  fay- 
ingt  are  recorded  by  tradition  (Gagniery  torn.  ii.  p.  89.  337.). 

'^  The  whole  fubjed  de  jure  belli  Mohammedanorumy  is  exhaufted 
in  a  feparate  difTertation  by  the  learned  R^l&nd  (Diilertationes  Miicel« 
lane^y  torn.  ill.  difiert.  x.  p-  3— 53-). 
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the  flain  devolved  to  their  widows  and  orphans ;  chap, 
and  the  increafe  of  cavalry  was  encouraged  by  ^' 
the  allotment  of  a  double  fhare  to  the  horfe  and 
•  to  the  man.  From  all  fides  the  roving  Arabs 
were  allured  to  the  ilandard  of  religion  and 
plunder:  the  Apoftle  fan£tified  the  licence  of  em- 
bracing the  female  captives  as  their  wives  or  con- 
cubines: and  the  enjoyment  of  wealth  and  beauty 
was  a  feeble  typeof  thejoysof  paradife  prepared 
for  the  valiant  martyrs  pf  the  faith.  "  The 
"  fword,*'  feys  Mahomet,/*  is  the  key  of  heaven 
*'  and  of  hell :  a  drop  of  blood  (hed  in  the  caufe 
^*  of  God,  a  night  .ipent  in  arms,  is  of  more 
**  avail  than  two  months  of  fading  or  prayer : 
*'  whofoever  falls  in  battle,  his  fins  are  forgiven  : 
<^  at  the  day  of  judgment  his  wounds  (hall  be 
^'  refplendent  as  vermilion,  and  odoriferous  as 
^<  mtdk ;  and  the  lofs  of  his  limbs  fhall  be  fup- 
^  plied  by  the  wings  of  angels  and  cherubim." 
The  intrepid  fouls  of  the  Arabs  were  fired  with 
enthufiafm.:^  the  pidlure  of  the  invifible  world 
was  ftrongly  painted  on  their  imagination ;  and 
the  death  which  they  had  alsyays  defpifed  be. 
came  an  obje^  of  hope  and  defire.  The  Koran 
inculcates,  in  the  mofl:  abfolute  fenfe,  the  tenets 
of  fate  and  predellination,  which  would  extin- 
guiih  both  indufliry  and  virtue,  if  the  anions  of 
man  were  governed  by  his  fpeculative  belief. 
Yet  their  influence  in  every  age  has  exalted  the 
courage  of  the  Saracens  and  Turks.  The  firft 
companions  of  Mahomet  advanced  to  battle  with 
a  fearlefs  confidence :  there  is  no  danger  where 
ther^is  no  chance:  they  were  ordained  toperifli  in 

their 
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CHAP  their  beds ;  or  they  were  fafe  and  invulnerable 

^j^'_^  amidft  the  darts  of  the  €nemy  **^. 

Hisdefen-       Perhaps  the  Koreilh  would  have  been  content 

r^th    ^^*^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  Mahomet,  had  they  not  been 

Koreilh  of  provoked  and  alarmed  by  the  vengeance  of  an 

Mecca.       enemy,  who  could  intercept  their  Syrian  trade  as 

it  paffed  and  repafled  through  the  territory  of 

Medina.     Abu  Sophian  himfelf,  with  only  thirty 

br  forty  followers,  condu6ted  a  wealthy  caravan 

ofathoufand  camels:  the  fortune  or  dexterity 

of  his  march  efcaped  the  vigilance  of  Mahomet; 

but  the  chief  of  the  Koreifli  was  informed  that 

the  holy  robbers  were  placed  in  ambufh  to  wait 

his  return.     He  difpatched  a  meflenger  to  his 

brethren  of  Mecca,  and  they  were  roufed,  by 

the  fear  of  lofing  their  merchandife  and  their 

provifions,  unlefs  they  haftened  to  his  relief  with 

the  military  force  of  the  city.     The  facred  band 

of  Mahomet  was  formed  of  three  hundred  and 

thirteen  Moflems,  of  whom  feventy-feven  were 

fugitives,  and  the  reft  auxiliaries :  they  mounted 

by  turns  a  train  of  feventy  camels  (the  camels 

ofYathr^b  were  formidable  in  war):  but  fuch 

was  the  poverty  of  his  firft  difciples,  that  only 

two  could  appear  onhorfeback  in  the  field  **^ 

In 

"^  The  do(flrine  of  abfolutc  predeftination»  on  which  few  religions 
can  reproach  each  other,  is  ftemly  expofed  in  the  Koran  (c.  3.  p.  s^* 
53'  C.4.  p.  70,  &c.  with  the  notes  of  Sale,  c.  17.  p«4i3*  with 
thofe  of  Maracci).  Reland  (de  Relig.  Mohamm.  p.  61 — 64.)  and 
5ale  (Prelim.  Difcourfe,  p.  io3,)reprefents  the  opinions  of  the  do<5tors9 
and  our  modem  travellers  the  confidence,  the  fading  confidence,  of 
the  Turks. 

"®  Al  Jannabi  (apud  Gagnier,  torn,  ii  p.  9.)  allows  him  feventy 
dr  eighty  horfe ;  and  on  two  other  occafions  prior  to  the  battle  rf 

Oh«d, 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE-  299. 

In  the  fertile  and  famous  vale  of  Beder  "',  three  chap. 
ftations  from  Medina,  he  was  informed  by  his       ^\    , 
fcouts  of  the  caravan  that  approached  on  one 
fide  J  of  the  Koreifli,  one  hundred  horfe,  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  foot,  who  advanced  on  the 
other.     After  a  fliort  debate,  he  facrificed  the 
profpe6l  of  wealth  to  the  purfuit  of  glory  and 
revenge ;  and  a  flight  intrenchment  was  formed 
to  cover  liis  troops,  and  a  fl:ream  of  frefli  water, 
that  glided  through  the  valley.     "  O  God,'*  he  Battle  of 
exclaimed  as  the  numbers  of  the  Koreifli.de-  5^6a 
fcended  from  the  hiUs,  "  O  God,  if  thefe  are 
"  defl:royed,  by  whom  wilt  thou  be  worfliipped 
"  on  the  earth  ? — Courage,  my  children,  clofe 
"  your  ranks;  difcharge  your  arrows,  and  the 
"  day  is  your  own."     At  thefe  words  he  placed 
himfelf  with  Abubeker,  on  a  throne  or  pulpit '% 
and  inftantly  demanded  the  fuccour  of  Gabriel 

Ohudy  tie  enliib  a  body  of  thirty  (p.  io.)»  and  of  500  (p.  66.)  troopere. 
Yet  the  Mufulmans^  in  the  field  of  Ohud,  had  no  more  than  two 
horfes,  according  to  the  better  fenfe  of  Abalfeda  (in  Vit.  Mohamm. 
p.  xxxi.  p.  65. )•  In  the  Stonj  province>  the  camels  were  numerous; 
but  the  horfe  appears  to  have  been  lefs  conmion  than  in  the  Happj  or 
the  Defert  Arabia. 

<9  Bedder  Houneene^  twenty  miles  from  Miedina^  and  forty  from 
Meccay  is  on  the  high  road  of  the  caravan  of  E^ypt ;  and  the  pil- 
grims annually  commemorate  the  prophet's  vi<5lory  by  illuminatioro) 
rockets,  5cc.    Shaw's  Travels,  p.  477. 

'^  The  place  to  which  Mahomet  retired  during  the  a^on  is  ftyled 
by  Gagnier  (in  Abulfeda,  c.  27.  p.  58.  Vie  de  Mahomet,  tom.  ii* 
P*  3<>9  33*  V  ^^hraculunh  tme  loge  de  btns  avee  uneporte*  The  fame 
Arabic  word  is  rendered  by  Keiike  (Annales  de  Moflemici  Abulfedse, 

'  P*  ^3*)  Soiitinif  Suggefius  editor  ;  and  the  difference  b  of  the  utmofl 
moment  for  the  honour  both  of  the  interpreter  and  of  the  hero.  I  am 
forty  to  obferve  the  pride  and  acrimony  with  which  the  Reiike  chaf- 

.  tifes  his  fellow-labourer*  Ssepe  fie  vertit,  ut  integrse  paginae  nequeant 
nifi  una  lituri  corrigi :  Arabice  non  iatis  callebat  et  carebat  judicip 
critico.  J.  J.  Reifice,  Pkt)didagmata  ad  Hagji  Chaliise  Tabulae,  p.  22  8. 
ad  calcem  Abulfedae  Syrise  Tabula ;  Lipfiae,  X766,  in  4to. 

and 
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CHAP,  and  three  thoufand  angels.  His  eye  was  fixed 
3^  .  on  the  field  of  battle :  the  Mufulmans  fainted  and 
were  prefled :  in  that  decifive  moment  the  Pro* 
phet  fl;arted  from  his  throne,  mounted  his  horfe, 
and  cafl;  a  handful  pf  fand  into  the  air ;  "  Let 
*'  their  faces  be  covered  with  confufion."  Both 
armies  heard  the  thunder  of  his  voice:  their 
fancy  beheld  the  angelic  warriors  '^' ;  the  Koreiih 
trembled  and  fled :  feventy  of  the  bravefl^  were 
flain ;  and  feventy  captives  adorned  the  firft  vie* 
tory  of  the  faithfuL  The  dead  bodies  of  the 
Koreiih  were  defpoiled  and  infulted  :  two  of  the 
moil  obnoxious  prifoners  w^re  punifhed  with 
death :  and  the  ranlbm  of  the  others,  four  thou- 
fand drams  of  filver,  compenfated  in  fome  de- 
gree the  efcape  of  the  caravan.  But  it  was  in 
vain  that  the  camels  of  Abu  Sophian  explored 
a  new  road  through  the  defert  and  along  the 
Euphrates:  they  were  overtaken  by  the  dili- 
gence of  the  Mufulmans;  and  wealthy  muft 
have  been  the  prize,  if  twenty  thoufand  drams 
could  be  fet  apart  for  the  fifth  of  the  Apoftle. 
The  refentment  of  the  public  and  private 
lofs  ftimulated  Abu  Sophian  to  collect  a  body 
of  three  thoufand  men,  feven  hundred  of 
whom  were  armed  with  cuirafles,  and  two 
hundred  were  mounted  on  horfeback :  three 
thoufand  camels  attended  his  march;  and  his  wife 

'^' The  loofe  exprefiions  of  the  Koran  (c.3.  p.  124,.  125.  c.8. 
p.  9.)  allow  the  commentators  to  flndtuate  between  the  numben  of 
10009  30009  or  9000  angels  ;  and  the  imalleft  of  thefe  might  fuffice 
for  the  daughter  of  feventy  of  the  Koreiih  (Maracd»  Alcoran^  torn.  ii. 
p.  13  J.)b  Yet  the  fame  ichoiiafls  eonfefs,  that  this  angelic  band  was 
not  vifibk  to  any  mortal  eye  (Maracci»  p.  39  70*  They  refine  on  the 
words  (c.  8.  x6.>  «  not  thouy  but  God,''  &c.  (iXHeibelot,  Bibliot. 
Orientale}  p.  6009  6oz.). 

Henda, 
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Henda,  with  fifteen  matrons  of  Mecca,  incef-CHAP. 
fantly  founded  their  timbrels  to  animate  the  ,  ^- _j 
troops,  and  to  magnify  the  greatnefs  of  Hobal,  the  Of  Ohud^ 
moil  popular  deity  of  the  Caaba.  The  flandard  A-^-^^i^ 
of  God  and  Mahomet  was  upheld  by  nine  hun- 
dred and  fifty  believers :  the  difproportion  of 
numbers  was  not  more  alarming  than  in  the  field 
of  Beder ;  and  their  prefumption  of  victory  pre* 
vailed  againft  the  divine  and  human  fenfe  of  the 
Apofl:le.  The  fecond  battle  was  fought  oil  Mount 
Ohud,  fix  miles  to  the  north  of  Medina"* :  the 
Koreifh  advanced  in  the  form  of  a  crefcent:  and 
the  right  wing  of  cavalry  was  led  by  Caled,  the 
fiercefl:  and  mofl;  fuccefsful  of  the  Arabian  war* 
riors.  The  troops  of  Mahomet  were  IkilfuUy 
polled  on  the  declivity  of  the  hill ;  and  their  rear 
was  guarded  by  a  detachment  of  fifty  archers. 
•The  weight  of  their  charge  impelled  and  brok@ 
the  centre  of  the  idolaters;  but  in  the  purfuit  they 
lofi;  the  advantage  of  their  ground:  the  archers  de* 
ferted  their  (lation:  the  Mufulmans  were  tetnpted 
by  the  fpoil,  difobeyed  their  general,  and  difor- 
dered  their  ranks.  The  intrepid  Caled,  wheeling 
his*cavalryon  their  flank  and  rear,  exclaimed,  with 
a  loud  voice,  that  Mahomet  was  flain.  He  was 
indeed  wounded  in  the  face  with  a  javelin  :  two 
of  his  teeth  were  fhattered  with  a  ftone  ;  yet,  in 
the  raidfl:  of  tumult  and  difraay,  he  reproached 
the  infidels  with  the  murder  of  a  Prophet ;  and 
blefled  the  friendly  hand  that  ilauncbed  his 
blood,  and  conveyed  him  to  a  place  of  fafety. 
Seventy  martyrs  died  for  the  fins  of  the  people  : 

^^'  Geograph.  Nubienfisy  p.  47. 

they 
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CHAP,  they  fell,  faid  the  Apoftle,  in  pairs,  eslch  brother 

,3^*       embracing  his  lifelefs  companion  '" :  their  bodies 

were  mangled  by  the  inhuman  females  of  Mecca; 

and  the  wife  of  Abu  Sophian  tailed  the  entrails  of 

Hamza,  the  uncle  of  Mahomet.     They  might 

applaud  their  fuperftition  and  fatiate  their  fury; 

but  the  Mufulmans  foon  rallied  in  the  field,  and 

the  Koreifh  wanted  flrength  or  courage  to  under- 

The  na-     take  the  fiege  of  Medina.     It  was  attacked  the 

^^^^h     ^^^^^^S  y®*^  ^y  ^^  army  often  thoufand  enemies ; 

AJ).  62s*  ^^^  ^^^^  third  expedition  is^  varioufly  named  from 

the  nations^  which  marched  under  the  banner  of 

Abu  Sophian,  from  the  ditch  which  was  drawn 

before  the  city,  and  a  camp  of  three  thoufand 

Mufulmans.  The  prudence  of  Mahomet  declined 

a  general  engagement :  the  valour  of  Ali  was 

fignalifed  in  fingle  combat;   and  the  war   was 

protra^ed  twenty   days,   till  the- final  fepara- 

tion  of  the  confederates.     A  temped  of  wind, 

rain,  and  hail,  overturned  their  tents :  the  pri- 

vate  quarrels  were   fomented  by  an  infidious 

adverfary;  and  the  Koreifh,  defertedby  their 

allies,  no  longer  hoped  to  fubvert  the  throne,  or  to 

check  the  conquefts,  of  their  invincible  exile '^\ 

Mahomet        The  choicc  of  Jcrufalcm  for  the  firfl  kebla  of 

Ac  Jews    prayer  difcovers  the  early  propenfity  of  Mahomet 

of  Arabia,  in  favour  of  the  Jcws ;  and  happy  would  it  have 

g     .  ^     been  for  their  temporal  intereft,  had  they  recog- 

*"  In  the  iiid  chapter  of  the  Koran  (p.  50—53.  with  Sale's  Notesjb 
the  Ftophet  alleges  Tome  poor  excufes  for  the  defeat  of  Ohud. 

'^  For  the  detail  of  the  three  Koreifh  wars^  of  Beder,  of  Ohudy 
and  of  the  ditch,  perufe  Albufeda  (p.56— 6z.  64 — 69.73 — 77.)» 
Gagnier  (torn.  ii.  p.  23 — ^45.  70—96.  lao— 139.),  with  the  proper 
articles  of  D'Heibelot,  and  the  abridgments  of  Elmacin  (Hifl.  Sauracen. 
p.  6}  7.)  and  Abulpharagius  (Dynaft.  p.  102.  )• 

12  nifed^ 
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nifed,  in  the  Arabian  prophet,  the  hope  of  Ifrael  chap. 
and  the  promifed  Meffiah.  Their  obftinacy  con-  ^  ^* 
verted  his  friendfhip  into  implacable  hatred,  with 
which  he  purfued  that  unfortunate  people  to  the 
lait  moment  of  his  life ;  and  in  the  double  cha- 
raster  of  an  apoflle  and  a  conqueror,  his  perfe- 
cution  was  extended  to  both  worlds '^^  The 
Kainoka  dwelt  at  Medina  under  the  protection 
of  the  city:  he  feized  the  occafion  of  an  acci- 
dental tumult,  and  fummoned  them  to  embrace 
his  religion,  or  contend  with  him  in  battle. 
."  Alas,*'  replied  the  trembling  Jews,  "  we  are 
**  ignorant  of  the  ufe  of  arms,  but  we  perfevere 
**  in  the  faith  and  worfhip  of  our  fathers ;  why 
**  wilt  thou  reduce  us  to  the  neceffity  of  a  juft  de- 
"  fence?*'  The  unequal  conflict  was  terminated 
in  fifteen  days;  and  it  was  with  extreme  reluc- 
tance that  Mahomet  yielded  to  the  importunity  of 
his  allies,  and  confented  to  fpare  the  lives  of  the 
captives.  But  their  riches  were  confifcated,  their 
arms  became  more  effectual  in  the  hands  of  the 
Mufulmans;  and  a  wretched  colony  of  feven  hun- 
dred exiles  was  driven  with  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren to  implore  a  refuge  on  the  confines  of  Syria. 
The  Nadhirites  were  more  guilty,  fince  they  con- 
fpired  in  a  friendly  interview  to  aifafiinate^the 
Prophet.  He  befieged  their  caflle  three  miles 
from  Medina,  but  their  refolute  defence  obtained 
an  honourable  capitulation;  and  the  garrifon, 
founding  their  trumpets  and  beating  their  drums, 
\  ,  ■  ■^. 

'^'  The  wars  of  Mahomet  againft^  the  Jewifh  tribesy  of  Kainoka» 
the  Nadhiritesy  Koraidha»  and  Chaibary  are  related  by  Abulfeda 
(p.  61.  7i>77*  879  &c.)  and  Gragoier  (tom.u.  p.  61*— 6^*  X07— xia* 

wag 
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CHAP.  wJte  permitted  to  depart  with  the  honours  of  waf * 
^  ^*  ^  The  Jews  had  excited  and  joined  the  war  of  the 
Koreifh :  no  fooner  had  the  nations  retiried  from 
the  ditch^  than  Mahomet,  without  laying  afide 
his  armour,  marched  on  the  fame  day  to  extirpate 
the  hoftile  race  of  the  children  of  Koraidha. 
After  a  refiftance  of  twenty-five  days,  they  fur- 
rendered  at  difcretion.  They  trufted  to  the  inter- 
cefiion  of  their  old  allies,  of  Medina:  they  could 
not  be  ignorant  that  fanaticifm  obliterates  the 
feelings  of  humanity.  A  venerable  elder,  to  whofe 
judgment  they  appealed,  pronounced  the  fen- 
tence  of  their  death  :  feven  hundred  Jews  were 
dragged  in  chains  to  the  market-place  of  the  city: 
they  defcended  alive  into  the  grave  prepared 
for  their  execution  and  burial ;  and  the  Apoftle 
beheld  with  an  inflexible  eye  the  flaughter  of 
his  helplefs  enemies.  Their  flieep  and  camels 
were  inherited  by  the  Mufulmans:  three  hun- 
dred cuirafles,  five  hundred  pikes,  a  thoufand 
lances,  compofed  the  moft  ufeful  portion  of  the 
fpoil.  Six  days  journey  to  the  north-eaft  of 
Medina,  the  ancient  and  wealthy  town  of  Chaibar, 
was  the  feat  of  the  Jewilh  power  in  Arabia ;  the 
territory,  a  fertile  fpot  in  the  defert,  was  covered 
'  with  plantations  and  cattle,  and  protected  by 
eight  caftles,  fome  of  which  were  efteemed  of  im- 
pregnable ftrength.  The  forces  of  Mahomet  con- 
fifted  of  two  hundred  horfe  and  fourteen  hundred 
foot :  in  the  fucceffion  of  eight  regular  and  pain- 
ful fieges  they  were  expofed  to  danger,  and 
fatigue,  and  hunger ;  and  the  moil  undaunted 
chiefs  defpaired  of  the  event.  The  apoflle  revived 
th^ir  faith  and  courage  by  the  example  of  Ali,  on 

whom 
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whom  he  beftowed  the  furname  of  the  Lion  of  chap, 
God :  perhaps  we  may  believe  that  an  Hebrew  ^' 
champion  of  gigantic  ftature  was  cloven  to  the 
cheft  by  his  irrefiftable  fcymetar ;  but  we  can- 
not praife  the  mpdefty  of  romance,  which  repre- 
ients  him  as  tearing  from  its  hinges  the  gate  of  a  _ 
fortrefs,  and  wielding  the  ponderous  buckler  in 
his  left  hand  '^^  After  the  reduction  of  the 
caftles,  the  town  of  Chaibar  fubmitt^d  to  the 
yoke.  The  chief  of  the  tribe  was  tortured,  in 
the  prefence  of  Mahomet,  to  force  a  confeffion 
of  his  hidden  treafure :  the  induftry  of  the 
fliepherds  and  hulbandmen  was  rewarded  with  a 
precarious  toleration :  they  were  permitted,  fo 
long  as  it  jpiould  pleafe  the  conqueror,  to  im- 
prove, their  patrimony,  in  equal  Alarms,  for  his 
emolument  and  their  own.  Under  the  reign  of 
Omar,  the  Jews  of  Chaibar  were  tranfplanted  to 
Syria ;  and  the  caliph  alleged  the  injundlion  of 
his  dying  matter,  that  one  and  the  true  religion 
Ihould  be  profeffed  in  his  native  land  of  Arabia  '^^ 

Five  times  each  day  the  eyes  of  Mahomet  Submiffion 
were  turned    towards  Mecca  '^%  and  he  was  *]f  Mecca, 

'  A.  0.629. 

'^*  Abu  Rafe,  the  fervant  of  Mahomet,  is  faid  to  affirm  that  he 
himfelf,  and  feven  other  men,  afterwards  tried,  witBout  fuccefs,  to* 
move  the  fame  gate  from  the  ground  (Abulfeda,  p.  90.)*  Abu  Rafe 
was  an  eye-witnefs,  but  who  will  be  witnefs  for  Abu  Rafe  ? 

*37  The  baniflxment  of  the  Jews  is  attefted  by  Elmacin  (Hift.  Sa- 
racen.  p.  9.)  and  the  great  Al  Zabari  (Gagnier,.  torn.  ii.  p.  285.). 
Yet  Niebuhr  (Defcription  de  TArabie,'  p.  3  24.)  believes  that  the  Jewilh 
religion,  and  Kareite  fe(5t,  are  ftill  profeffed  by  the  tribe  of  Chaibar; 
and  that  in  the  plunder  of  the  caravans,  the  difciples  of  Mofes  are  the  - 
confederates  of  thofe  of  Mahomet. 

*^  The  fucceffive  fteps  of  the  redudlion  of  Mecca  are  related  by 
Abulfed^  (p.  84— 87.  97^100.  loa — in.)  and  Gagnier  (tom.ii,. 
p.  ao9 — a45-  3P9— 3»a.  tom.iii.  p.  i— -58.),  Elmacin  (Hifl.  Saracen. 
p.  8,  9,  10.),  Abulpharagius  (Dynaft.  p.  loj.)* 

,  VOL.  IX.  X  urged 
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urged  by  the  mod  facred  and  powerftil  motive* 
to  revifit,  as  a  conqueror,  the  city  and  temple 
from  whence  he  had  been  -driveti  as  an  exiles 
The  Gaaba  was  prefent  to  his  waking  and  fleep- 
ing  fancy:  an  idle  dream  was  tranflated  into 
vifion  and  prophecy :  he  unfurled  the  holy  ban- 
ner ;   and  a  rafli  proraife  of  fuccefs  too  haftily 
dropped  from  the  lips  of  the  apoftle.   His  march 
from  Medina  to  Mecca  difplayed  the  peaceful 
and  folemn    pomp   of  a  pilgrimage:   feventy 
camels  chofen  and  bedecked  for  facrifice,  pre- 
ceded the  van:  the  facred  territory  ^vasrefpedledj 
and  the  captives  Were  difmiffed  without  ranfom 
to  proclaim  his  clemency  atid  devotion.     But  no 
fooner  did   Mahomet  defcetid  into  the  pls^n, 
within  a  day's  journey  of  the  city,  than  he  ex- 
claimed, "  they  have  clothed  themfelves  with  the 
"  fkins  of  tygers:**  the  numbers  and  refolution 
of  the  Koreifh  oppofed  his  prbgrefs ;  and  the 
roving  Arabs  of  the  defert  might  defert  or  betray 
a  le^er  whom  they  had  followed  for  tli^  hopes 
of  fpoiK     The  intrepid  fanatic  fiink  into  a  cdol 
md  cautious  politician  :  he  waved  in  the  treaty 
his  title  of    apoftle   of  God,    concluded   with 
the  Koreifli  and  their  allies  a  truce  of  ten  years, 
engaged  to  reftore  the  fugitives  of  Mecca  who 
ftiould  embrace  his  religion,  and  ilipulated  only, 
for  the  enfuingj^ear,  the  humble  privilege  at'  en- 
tering the  city  as  a  friend,  and  of  remaining 
three  days  to  accompli&  the  rites  of  the  pil* 
grimage.     A  cloud  of  fliame  and  forrow  hung  on  i 
the  retreat  of  the  Mufulmans,  and  tbeir  dSfap^ 
poiiitment  might  juftly  accufe  th«  failure  df  a 

prophet 
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prophet  who  had  fo  often  appealed  to  the  evi-  CHAP, 
dence  of  fuccefs.  The  faith  and  hope  of  the  ,  ^' 
pilgrims  were  rekindled  by  the  profpeft  of 
Mecca  :  their  fwords  were  flieathed  :  feven  times 
in  the  fbotfteps  of  the  apoftle  they  encompafled 
the  Caaba :  the  Koreiih  had  retired  to  th«  hills  : 
and  Mahomet^  after  the  cuftoraary  facrifice,  eva- 
cuated the  city  on  the  fourth  day.  The  people 
was  edified  by  his  devotion :  the  hoftile  chiefs 
were  awed,  or  divided^  or  feduced;  and  both 
Caled  and  Amrou,  the  future  conquerors  of 
Syria  and  Egypt,  moft  feaibnably  d^erted  the 
finkiog  caufe  oi[*  idolatry.  The  power  of  Maho- 
met was  increafied  by  the  fubmifiion  of  the  Ara- 
Imn  ti:ibe6  :  t€»  thouland  foldiers  were  aflembled 
for  the  conqueft  of  Mecca;  and  the  idolaters,  the 
Wieaker  party,  were  eafily  convi^ed  of  violating 
the  truce.  Enthuiiafm  and  difciplin^  impelled  the 
march^  and  preferved  the  fecret,  till  the  blaze  of 
ten  tfaoufand  fires  proclaimed  to  the  aftoniflied 
Kidreiih  the  defign,  the  approach,  and  the  irre* 
Itftible  force  of  the  en^My.  The  haughty  Abu 
Sophian  prefented  the  keys  of  the  city,  admired 
the  variety  of  arms  and  enfigns  that  paifed  before 
him  in  review:  obferved  that  the  fon  of  Abdallah 
had  acquired  a  mighty  kingdom,  and  confeffed^ 
under  the  fcymetar  of  Omar,  that  he  was  the 
s^oftle  oithe  true  God.  The  return  of  Mariu$ 
and  Sylla  was  flailed  with  the  blood  of  the  Ro- 
mans :  the  revenge  of  Mahomet  was  ftimulated 
by  religious  zeal,  and  his  injured  followers  were 
eager  to  execute  or  to  prevent  the  order  of  a  maf- 
lacre^  Inftead  of  indulging  their  paiBons  and  hiji; 

X  3  own, 
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CHAP,  own  '3%  the  vifilorious  exile  forgave  the  giiilt, 
and  united  the  fa6tions,  jof  Mecca.     His  troops, 
in  three  divifions,  marched  into  the  city :  eight- 
and-twenty  of  the  inhabitants  were  flain  by  the 
fword  of  Caled:  eleven  men  and  fix  women  were 
profcribed  by  the  fentence  of  Mahomet ;  but  he 
blamed  the  cruelty  of  his  lieutenant ;  and  feveral 
of  the  moll  obnoxious  vifilims  were  indebted  for 
their  lives  to  his  clemency  or  contempt.     The 
chiefs  of  the  Koreilh  were  proftrate  at  his  feet. 
**  What  mercy  can  you  expedl  from  the  man 
*«  whom  you  have  wronged  ?*'    "  We  confide  in 
"  the  generofity  of  our  kinfman.'*  "  And  you 
*'  fliall   not  confide  in  vain :  begone !  you  are 
"  fafe>  you  are  free."    The  people  of  Mecca 
deferved  their  pardon  by  the  profefBon  of  Iflam  ; 
and  after  an  exile  of  feven  years,  the  fugitive 
miflionary  was  enthroned  as  the  prince  and  pro- 
phet of  his  native  country'^.    But  the  three 
hundred  and  fixty  idols  of  the  Caaba  were  ig- 
nominioufly  broken :  the  houfe  of  God  was  puri- 
fied and  adorned :  as  an  example  to  future  times^ 
the  apofi:le  again  fulfilled  the  duties  of  a  pil- 
grim :  and  a  perpetual  law  was  enafted  that  no 

'^'  After  theconqueft  of  Mecca»  the  Mahomet  of  Voltaire  imagiiies 
and  perpetrates  the  moft  horrid  crimes.  The  poet  confeflesy  that  he 
is  not  fupported  by  the  truth  of  hiflory,  and  can  only  allege,  que  cdm 
qui  fait  la  guerre  a  la  patrie  au  nom  de  Dieu»  eft  capable  de  tout 
(Oeuvres  de  Voltaire,  torn.  xv.  p.  282.).  The  maxim  is  neither  cha- 
ritable nor  phiiofophic  ;  and  fome  reverence  is  furely  due  to  the  fame 
of  heroes  and  the  religion  of  nations.  I  am  informed  that  a  Tuikiih 
ambailador  at  Paris  was  much  icandalized  at  the  reprefenution  of  this 
tragedy. 

'-"^  The  Mahometan  dolors  fttU  difpute^  whether  Mecca  was  re- 
duced by  force  or  cqnfent  (Abulfeda,  p.  107.  et  Gagnier  ad  locum); 
and  this  verbal  controveriy  is  of  as  snich  moment  as  our  own  adxmt 
WiUiam  the  Conqueror. 

unbe- 
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tinbeliever  Ihould  dare  to  fet  his  foot  on  the  ter-  chap. 
ritory  of  the  holy  city'*'.  >   ^-^ 

-  The  conqueft  of  Mecca  determined  the  faith  Conqueft 
and  obedience  of  the  Arabian  tribes'** ;  who  ac-  <>^-^'*> 
cording  to  the  viciffitudes  offortune  had  obeyed  6*9—632. 
or  difregarded  the  eloquence  or  the  arms  of  the 
prophet.  Indifference  for  rites  and  opinions 
ftill  marks  the  chara£ler  of  the  Bedoweens ; 
and  they  might  accept,  as  loofely  as  they  hold, 
the  do6lrine  of  the  Koran.  Yet  an  obftinate 
remnant  ftill  adhered  to  the  religion  and  liberty 
of  their  anceftors,  and  the  war  of  Honain  derived 
a  proper  appellation  from  the  idols^  whom  Ma- 
homet had  vowed  to  deftroy,  and  whom  the 
•confederates  of  Tayef  had  fworn  to  defend '*^ 
Four  thoufand  Pagans  advanced  with  fecirecy 
and  fpeed  to  furprife  the  conqueror :  they  pitied 
and  defpifed  the  fupine  negligence  of  the  Ko- 
reifli,  but  they  depended  on  the  wiflies,  and  per- 
haps the  aid,  of  a  people  who  had  fo  lately  re- 
nounced their  gods,  and  bowed  beneath  the 
yoke  of  their  enemy.  The  banners  of  Medina 
and  Mecca  were  difplayed  by  the  prophet:  a 

'^'  In  excluding  the  Chriftians  from  the  peninfuhi  of  Arabia»  the  pro- 
Tince  of  Hejaz,  or  the  navigation  of  the  Red  Sea,  Chardin  (Voyages  en 
Perfesy  tom.iv.  p.  z66.)  and  Reland  (Diilert.  Mifcell.  torn.  iii.  p.  51.) 
are  more  rigid  than  the  Muifulmans  themfelves.  The  Chriftiana  are 
received  withoutj  fcruple  into  the  ports  of  Mocha,  and  even  of  Gedda, 
and  it  is  only  the  city  and  precindls  of  Mecca  that  are  xnacceffible  to 
the  pro£uie  (Niebohr,  Defcription  de  FArabie^  p.  308,  309.  Voyage 
en  Arable,  tom.  i«  p.  205.  248,  &c.). 

'♦*  Abulfeda,  p.  1 1  a — 1 15.  Gagnier,  torn.  iii.  p.  6  7 — 88.  D*Herb|2- 
lot>  MOHAMMBDb 

'♦3  ThefiegeofTayef,divifionofthefpoil,&c.,arerelatedbyAbuU 
feda  (p.  117 — 1*3.)  and  Gagnier,  tom.iii.  p.'88 — iii.).  It  is  Al 
Jannabi  who  mentions  the  engines  and  engineers  of  the  tribe  of  Daws. 
The  fertile  fpot  of  Tayef  was  fuppofed  to  be  a  piece  of  the  land  of 
Syria  detached  and  dropped  in  the  general  deluge. 

X  3  crowd 
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crowd  of  Bedoweens  increafed  the  ftreogll)  or 
numbers  of  the  army,  and  twelve  thoufand  Mu- 
fiilioang  entertained  a  raih  and  finful  prefump- 
tion  of  their  invincible  (Irength.  They  descend- 
ed without  precaution  into  the  valley  of  Honain  j 
the  heights  bad  been  occupied  by  the  archers 
and  ilingers  of  the  confederates ;  their  numbers 
were  opprefled,  their  difcipUne  wa$  confounded^ 
their  courage  was  appalled,  and  the  Koreiih 
fmiled  at* their  impending  deflru&ion.  The 
propihet,  on  his  white  mule,  was  encompafled  by 
the  enemies :  he  attempted  to  ru(h  againft  their 
fpears  in  (earch  of  a  glorious  death :  ten  of  hic^ 
faithful  companions  interpofed  their  weapons 
and  their  breads :  three  of  thefe  fell  dead  at  hi« 
feet:  "O  my  brethren,*'  be  ref>eatedly  cried 
with  forrow  and  indignation,  ^^  I  am  the  fon  of 
^<  Abdallafa,  I  am  the  apoille  of  truth  !  O  man 
''  ftand  faft  in  the  faith !  O  God  fend  down 
"  thy  fuccour  K'  His  uncle  Abbas,  who,  like 
the  heroes  of  Homer,  excelled  in  the  loudneis 
of  his  voice^  made  the  valley  reibund  with  the 
recitat  of  the  gifts  and  promifes  of  God :  the 
flying  Moflems  returned  from  all  fides  to  the 
hdyftandard;  and  Mahomet  obferved  with  plea- 
fure,  that  the  furnace  was  again  rekindled :  his 
conduft  and  examplfe  reftored  the  battie,  and 
he  animated  his  victorious  troops  to  infli^  a 
mercilefs  revenge  on  the  authors  of  their  fliame^ 
From  the  field  of  Honain,  he  marched  without 
delay  to  the  fiege  of  Tayef,  fixty  miifs  to  tbt 
fouth-eail  of  Mecca,  a  fortrefs  of  ftrength,  whofe 
fertile  lands  produce  the  fruits  of  Syria  in  the 
tnidft  of  the  Arabian  defert.  A  friendly  tribe^ 
12  inftru6ted 
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ioftru€ted  (I  know  not  how)  in  the  art  of  fieges,  g  H  A  p. 
fupplied  him  with  a  train  of  battering  rams  apd       ^ 
military  engines,  with  a  body  pf  five  hundred 
artiftcers..    But  it  was  in  vain  that  he  offered  fr ee* 
dom  to  thje  flaves  of  Tayef ;  that  hp  violated  his 
QW»  laws  by  th<e  extirpati^iii  of  the  fruit-trees  ; ' 
ibat  the  .ground  was  opened  by  th^  miners ;  that 
the  ^rea^h  was  aifaulted  by  the  troops.     Ailer 
ft  fiege  of  twenty  days,  the  prophet  founded  a 
retreat,  but  he  retreated  with  a  fong  of  devout 
triumph,  and  affe^e4  to  pray  for  the  repentance 
.fund  fafety  of  the  unbelieving  city*    The  fpoil 
^  this  fortunate  expedition  amounted  to  fix 
ihouiand  captiv>es,  tweinty-four  thoufand  camels, 
jforty  tibtoiifand  ibeep,  and  four  thoufand  ounces 
,of  fiiver :  ;a  trib(5  who  bad  fought  at  Hpnain, 
xed^emc^  their  prj^ners  fby  the   facrifice  of 
thm  idoUi    but  Mafaomet  compenfated  the 
k)6;  by  f  efigping  to  the  foldiers  his  fifth  of  the 
pktndcir,  anal  w^fli^do  fov  their  fake,  that  he  pof- 
&ffed  m  fr^my  head  of  catUe  as  there  W;er/e 
twes  m  th^  pfiQyiii^e  qf  T^^iama.  .  Inftead  pf 
d^9fti(ing  the  iifhff^ion  of  (the  Korejfl)^  he  ep- 
dea^^aured  U>  eut  out  their  itoAgues  (his  own 
eKpreffiou)^  wd  to  fecure  their  attachment  tw^ 
a  ikperior  meafore  of  liherisiJity :  Abu  Sophiau 
alone  was  prc^eoted  w^ith  tbriei^  hundred  earners 
jmi.  (twenty  ou/rice^  <^  £lver ;  and  M^cqa  was 
£noerely  converted  to  th^  profi(;4)l^  r^ljiglp^  ^f 
the  Konan. 

'Tk^Ji^i^wfi^nd/im'ilmieis  reomplain.€Jd,rt^t 

.they  who' bad  horne  the  burthen  were  negledled 

m  the  ij^sdm  of  vidfcory.    ^'  Alas,"  replied  th«iir 

arjful  leadgr^  ^jTujCfer  me  to  coijcili^te  tl\^e  recent 

X  4  "  enemies. 


51  a  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

CHAP."  enemies,  thofe  doubtful  profelytes,  by  the  gift 
"  of  fome  perifliable  goods.  To  your  guard  I 
"  entruft  my  life  and  fortunes.  You  are  the 
"  companions  of  my  exile,  of  my  kingdom,  of 
"  my  paradife/'  He  was  followed  by  the  de* 
J)uties  of  Tayef,  who  dreaded  the  repetition  of 
a  fiege.  "  Gfant  us,  O  apoftle  of , God !  a  truce 
"  of  three  years,  with  the  toleration  of  ouran- 
**  cient  worlhip/*  "  Not  a  month,  not  an 
"  hour/'  "  Excufe  us  at  leaft  from  the  obliga- 
*«  tion  of  prayer***  "  Without  prayer,  religion 
"  is  of  no  avail."  They  fubmitted  in  filence : 
their  temples  were  demolifhed,  and  the  fame 
fentence  of  deftruftion  was  executed  on  all  the 
idols  of  Arabia.  His  lieutenants,  on  the  fhores 
of  the  Red  Sea,  the  Ocean  and  the  Gulf  of  Perfia, 
were  faluted  by  the  acclamations  of  a  faithful 
people;  and  the  ambaiTadors  who  knelt  before 
the  throne  of  Medina,  were  as  numerous  (fays 
the  Arabian  proverb)  as  the  dates  that  fall  from 
the  maturity  of  a  palm  tree.  The  nation  fub- 
mitted to  the  god  and  the  fceptre  of  Mahomet: 
the  opprobrious  name  of  tribute  was  aboliflied: 
thefpontaneous  or  relu^ant  oblations  of  alms  and 
tithes  were  applied  to  the  fervice  of  religion;  and 
one  hundred  and  fourteen  thoufand  Moflems  ac- 
companied the  laft  pilgrimage  of  the  apoftle'**. 
Piift  war  '  When  Heraclius  returned  in  triumph  from  the 
of  the  Ma-  Petfiau  War  he  entertained,  at  Emefa,  one  of 
a^^^e  the  ambaffadors  of  Mahomet,  who  invited  the 
Roman      priuccs  and  nations  of  the  earth  to  the  profeffion 

Em|Hre. 

^^^  The  laft  conqueft  and  pilgrimage  of  Mahomet  are  contained  in 
Abulfeda  (p.  lax.  133')»  Oagnier  (tonuiii.  p.  119-^2x9.),  £Imadn> 
(p.  lOf  IX.).  Abulpharagius  (p.  103.).  The  ixth  of  the  Hegira  was 
ftyled  the  Year  of  Embaflics  (Gagnier,  Not  ad  Abulfed.  p.  ijn.). 

of 
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of  Iflam*    On  this  foundation  the  zeal  of  the  chap. 
Arabians  has  fuppofed  the  fecret  converfion  of 
the  Chriftian  emperor :  the  vanity  of  the  Greeks 
has  feigned  a  perfonal  vifit  to  the  prince  of  Me- 
dina, who  accepted  from  the  royal  bounty  a  rich 
domain,  and  a  fecure  retreat  in  the  province  of 
Syria '*^     But  the  friendfliip  of  Heraclius  and 
Mahomet  was  of  fliort  continuance :   the  new 
religion  had  inflamed  rather  than  alTuaged  the 
rapacious  fpirit  of  the  Saracens ;  and  the  murder 
of  an  envoy  afforded  a  decent  pretence  for  in- 
vading, with  three  thoufand  foldiers,  the  territory 
of  Paleftine,  that  extends  to  the  eaflward  of  the 
Jordan.    The  holy  banner  was  entrufled  to  Zeid; 
and  fuch  was  the  difcipline  or  enthufiafm  of  the 
rifing  fe6l,  that  the  nobleft  chiefs  ferved  without 
reluaance  under  the  flave  of  the  prophet.     On 
the  event  of  his  deceafe,  Jaafar  and  Abdallah 
were  fucceflively  fubftituted  to  the  command ; 
and  if  the  three  fliould  perifli  in  the  war,  the 
troops  .were  authorifed  to  ele6b  their  general. 
The  three  leaders  were  flain  in  the  battle  of 
Muta'**^,  the  firft  military  aftion  which  tried  the 
valor  of  the  Moflems  againft  a  foreign  enemy. 
Zeid  fell,  like  a  foldier,  in  the  foremofl  ranks : 
the  death  of  Jaafar  was  heroic  and  memorable: 
he  loft  his  right-hand :  he  ihifted  the  ftandard  to 
his  left :  the  left  was  fevered  from  his  body :  he 
embraced  the  ftandard  with  his  bleeding  ftumps^ 

'^'Compare  the  bigotted  Al  Jannabi  (apud  Gagnier,  tomAu'p.%$% 
•—255.)  with  the  no  left  bigotted  Greeks^  Theophanes  (p.  276 — 278.^^ 
Zonaiasy  (tom.ii.  Lxiv.  p.  Z6*)f  and  Cedrenus  (p.42i.). 

*^  For  the  battle  of  Muta,  and  its  confequencesy  fee  AbnlfiMla 
(p.  IOC— 101.)  and  Gagnier  (torn.  ii.  p.  3J17— .343,),  K«XiSo;  (fays 
Theophanes)  6y  \eytia%  [jMxoufcw  w  Oev* 

tiU 
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c  H  A  P.  till  he  was  transfiKed  to  the  ground  with  fifty 

honourable   wounds.    "  Advance/'  cried  Ab- 

daUahy  who  ilepped  into  the  vacant  place*  ^^  ad-^ 

'<  vance  with  confidence ;  either  vi^wy  or  para* 

^  dife  is  our  own/'    Tha  lance  of  a  Eomaa 

decided  the  alternative ;  but  thefalUng  Handajd 

wa«  reicued  byCaled,  the  profelyte  of  Mecca  ^ 

nine  fwords  w^e  broken  in  his  harui;   and 

his  valour  withftood  and  repulfed  the  fupenor 

numbers  of  the  Chriftians.     In  the  noiS^urnal 

council  of  the  camp  he  was  chofen  to  command ; 

his  fkilful  evolutions  of  the  j^fuing  day  iecured 

either  the  vLShH'y  or  the  retreait  of  the  Siracen$  { 

and  Caled  is  renowned  among  Im  brethri^n  af)d 

his  enemies  by  the  glonous  a$i|Hell^on  pf  thl$ 

Sword  of  G<kd.     In  the  pulpit*  Mabofawet  df •• 

icribed,  with  prophetic  rapture*  th^  ewwm  <tf 

the  bleffed  martyrs  j  bjut  in  privjilie  he  b^tmyad 

the  feeiings  of  human  stature;  h^  wim  jOi^pri^ 

as  he  v«pt  over  ibe  daughter  of  Zeid ;   ^<  What- 

«  do  I  fee  ?'"  faid  the  ;aftoni0ied  votary.    *^  Yw 

^  fee/^  replied  the  apofUe^  ^^ »  friiend  wbp  isdf- 

^  plorjog  the  lofs  of  bis  moft  fa^hful  fri^nd*^ 

After  the  eonqueft  of  Mecca  th^  fi^erfjga  «jf 

Arabia  affie&ed  to  prevent  the  hpftile  pr^ji- 

rations  of  Heracbus  ^  and  folemciiy  proclaimed 

ix^r  againft  the  Eomans,  MritJuQut  ;9^teii9ptU9g  jbp 

difguifetthe  hard&ips  ai^i  da0g^^  of  |the  ^uter- 

prife  ^^    The  Mo&em$  were  dj^couragfsd :  ^y 

alleged  the  want  of  money,  or  horfes,  or  pro- 

"^7  Tiie  expeditiefi  of  Tabuc  »  i«G09dk^  hfjiw  oB^kuayU&aivBfi. 
Abulfeda  (Viu  Mofeam.  p.  x^ — i4^7.)4iMA  Qagoier  (Vie  de  MriMWfXy 
4om.^.  p.f  47<<— z^5.) :  bat  we  ba^«  dte  advantage  of  appeaiing  to  tbe 
cngtnsd  evidence  «f  AtHoPUi  (c  9.  p.  154. €^S')f  ^^^ fiale'«  karo^ 
and  rational  notes. 

vifions ; 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  ji^ 

vafions ;  the  feafon  of  harveft,  and  the  intolerable  chap, 
beat  of  the  fummer:  '*  Hell  is  much  hotter,**  ,_J^1 
(aid  the  indigaaot  prophet.  He  difdained  to 
compel  their  fervice  i  but  on  his  return  he  adr 
monifhed  the  moil  guilty,  by  an  excommuni. 
cation  of  fifty  days.  Their  defertion  enhanced 
the  merit  of  Abubeker,  Othman,  and  the  faith- 
ful companions  who  devoted  their  lives  and  for- 
tunes ;  and  Mahomet  dtfplayed  his  banner  at  the 
head  often  thoufand  hoi:&  and  twenty  thoufand 
foot  Painful  indeed  wbB  the  diilrefs  of  the 
march :  laffitude  and  tfairft  were  aggravated  by 
the  fcorching  and  peftilenti^  winds  ol*tbe  defertt 
ten  men  rode  by  turns  on  the  fame  camel ;  and 
they  were  reduced  to  the  fhameful  necel&iy  of 
drinking  the  water  fi'om  the  belly  of  that  ufeftd 
animal.  In  the  midway,  ten  days  journey  from 
Medina  and  Damafcus,  they  repofed  near  the 
grove  and  fountain  of  Tabuc.  Beyond  tl^ 
place,  Mahomet  declined  the  profecution  of  the 
war :  he  declared  hunfelf  fatisfied  with  the  peace- 
ful intentions,  he  was  more  probably  daunted  by 
the  martial  array  of  the  Emperor  of  the  Eaft. 
But  the  aSive  and  intrepid  Caled  fpread  around 
the  t^ror  of  his  mme;  and  the  prophet  re- 
ceived the  fubmiflion  of  the  tribes  and  cities^ 
dfrom  tiie  Euphrates  to  Allah,  at  the  bead  of  jl^ 
Hed  Sea.  To  his  Cbriftian  fubjefils,  Mahomet 
readily  granted  the  fociuity  df  theif  pecfons,  the 
freedom  of  their  trade,  the  property  df:  thw 
jgoods^and  the  toleration  of  their  worfhip  '^^   The 

i¥Qak- 

'^  The  Diploma  fecuritatU  Atlenfibusi  is  attefted  by  Ahmed  Ben 
Jaieph>  and  tin  author  Libri  SpUndorum  (Gagnier.  Not.  ad  Abulf&> 

daix^ 
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c  H  A  P^  weakncfs  of  their  Arabian  brethren  had  reftrained 

them  from  oppofing  his  ambition :  the  difciples 

of  Jefus  were  endeared  to  the  enemy  of  the  Jews ; 

and  it  was  the  intereft  of  a  conqueror  to  propofe 

a  fair  capitulation  to  the  moft  powerful  religion 

of  the  earth. 

Death  of        Till  the  age  of  fixty-three  years,  the  ftrength  of 

M^omet,  Mahomet  was  equal  to  the  temporal  and  Ipiritual 

June  7.      fatigues  of  his  miffion.     His  epileptic  fits,  an  ab- 

furd  calumny  of  the  Greeks,  would  be  an  obje6fc 

of  pity  rather  than  abhorrence***;  but  he  ferioufly 

believed  that  he  was  poifoned  at  Chaibar  by  the 

revenge  of  a  Jewilh  female  •*°.   During  four  years, 

daniy  p*  i»5.) ;  hut  Abulfeda.  himfelf,  as  well  as  Elmacin  (I£ft.  Sara- 
cen, p.  xz.)»  though  he  owns  Mahomet's  regard  for  the  Chriilians 
(p.  1 3.),  only  mentions  peace  and  tribute.  In  the  year  1630,  Sionita 
publiihed  at  Paris  the  text  and  verGon  of  Mahomet's  patent  in  favour 
of  the  Chriftians  ;  which  was  admitted  and  reprobated  by  the  oppofite 
taile  of  Sahnafius  and  Grotius  (Bayle,  Mahomet,  Rem.  AA.).  Hot- 
tingcr  doubts  of  its  authenticity  (Hift.  Orient,  pi  23  7*);  Renaudot  urges 
the  confent  of  the  Mahometans  (Hift.  Patriarch.  Alex.  p.  x69.) ;  but 
Moiheim  (Hift.  Ecclef.  p.  244*)  ihews  the  futility  of  their  opinion,  and 
incline  to  believe  it  fpurious.  Yet  Abulpharag^us  quotes  the  im- 
poftor's  treaty  with  the  Neftorian  patriarch  (Afleman.  Bibliot.  Orient. 
tom.ii.  p.  41 8.) ;  but  Abulpharagius  was  primate  of  the  Jacobites. 

'^'  The  epilepfy  or  falling  ficknefs  of  Mahomet,  is  aflerted  by  The- 
ophanesy  Zonaras,  and  the  reft  of  the  Greeks ;  and  u  greedily  fwal- 
lowed  by  the  groft  bigotry  of  Hottinger,  (Hift.  Orient,  p.  zo,  ii.)b 
Prideaux  (Life  of  Mahomet>  p.Z2.),  and  Maracci}  (tom.  ii.  Alcoran 
p.  762,  763.).  The  titles  (the  wrapped  up^  the  covered)  of  two 
chapters  of  the  Koran  (73^  74*)»  ^^^  hardly  be  ftrained  to  fuch  an 
interpretation :  the  iilence,  the  ignorance  of  the  Mahometan  com- 
mentators, is  more  conclufive  than  the  moft  peremptory  denial ;  and 
the  charitable  fide  is  efpouied  by  Ockley  (Hift.  of  the  Saracens,  torn.  i. 
p*30Z.),  Gagnier,  (ad  Abulfeda,  p.  9.  Vie  de  Mahomet,  tom.i.  p.  xi8.)b 
and  Sale  (Koran,  p.  469 — 474*)* 

"''  This  poifon  (more  ignominious  fince  it  was  offered  as  a  teft  of  his 
prophetic  knowledge)  u  frankly  confefled  by  his  zealous  votaries, 
(Abulfeda,  p.  9».)  and  Al  Jannabi  (apud  Gagnier,  tom.  ii.  p.  286 — a88.) 

the. 
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the  health  of  the  prophet  declined ;  his  infirmi-  chap. 
ties  increafed ;  but  his  mortal  difeafe  was  a  fever  ^' 
of  fourteen  days,  which  deprived  him  by  intervals 
of  the  ufe  of  reafon.  As  foon  as  he  was  confcious 
of  his  danger,  he  edified  his  brethren  by  the  hu- 
mility of  his  virtue  or  penitence*  "  If  there  be 
**  any  man,'*  faid  the  apoftle  from  the  pulpit, 
"  whom  I  have  unjuftly  fcourged,  I  fubmit  my 
**  own  back  to  the  lafti  of  retaliation.  Have  t 
*'  afperfed  the  reputation  of  a  Mufulman  ?  let 
"  him  proclaim  my  faults  in  the  face  of  the  con- 
*'  gregation.  Has  any  one  been  deipoiled  of 
"  his  goods  ?  the  little  that  I  poffefs  Ihall  com- 
*'  penfate  the  principal  and  the  intereft  of  the 
"  debt."  "  Yes,**  replied  a  Voice  from  the 
crowd,  "  I  am  entitled  to  three  drams  of  filver.** 
Mahomet  heard  the  complaint,  fatisfied  the  de- 
mand, and  thanked  his  creditor  for  accufing 
him  in  this  world  rather  than  at  the  day  of  judg- 
ment. He  beheld  with  temperate  firmnefs  the 
approach  of  death;  enfranchifed  his  flaves 
(feventeen  men,  as  they  are  named,  and  eleven 
women)  j  minutely  directed  the  order  of  his  fu- 
ners^,  and  moderated  the  lamentations  of  his 
weeping  friends,  on  whom  he  beilowed  the  be- 
nedi£lion  of  peace.  Till  the  third  day  before 
bis  death,  he  regularly  performed  the  fundlion 
of  public, prayer:  the  choice  of  Abubeker  to 
fupply  his  place^  appeared  to  mark  that  ancient 
and  faithful  friend  as  his  fucceffor  in  the  facer- 
dotal  and  regal  office;  but  he  prudently  declined 
the  rilk  and  envy  of  a  more  explicit  nomination. 
At  a  moment  when  hh  faculties  were  vifibly 

impaired, 
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CHAP,  impsited^  he  called  for  pen  and  itik  ta  write,  or 
more  properly  to  dilate,  a  divine  book,  the 
fum  and  accomplifhment  of  all  his  revelations : 
a  difpute  arofe  in  the  chamber,  whether  he 
fhould  be  allowed  to  fuperfede  the  authority  of 
the  Koran;  and  the  prophet  was  forced  to 
reprove  the  indecent  vehemence  of  his  difciples.* 
If  the  flighteft  credit  may  be  afforded  to  the 
traditions  of  his  wives  and  companions,  he  main- 
tained in  the  bofom  of  his  family,  and  to  the 
laft  moments  of  his  life,  the  dignity  of  an  apoftle, 
and  the  faith  of  an  enthufiait ;  defcribed  the 
vifits  of  Geibriel,  who  bade  an  everlafting  &rewel 
to  the  earth,  and  exprefied  his  lively  confidence, 
not  only  of  the  mercy  biit  of  the  favour  of  the 
Supreme  Being.  In  a  familiar  difcourfe  he  had 
mentioned  his  fpecial  prerogative,  that  the  angel 
of  death  was  not  allowed  to  take  bis  foul  till  he 
had  ref^e£tfully  aiked  the  permif&on  of  tlie  pro* 
phet.  The  requeft  was  granted ;  and  Mahomet 
immediately  fell  into  the  agony  of  his  diUblution: 
his  head  was  reclined  on  the  lap  of  Ayeiha,  the 
beft  beloved  of  all  his  wives:  he  fainted  with  the 
violence  of  pain ;  recovering  his  Spirits,  he  railed 
his  eyes  towards  the  roof  of  the  houfe,  «id, 
with  a  fleady  look,  though  a  faultering  voice, 
uttered  the  laft  broken,  thougli  articulate,  wcMrds: 

**  O  God  !••...•  pafrdon  my  fins Yea, 

<<••••«  I  come,  . .  .^.  ,  asnong  my  feUow^ 
"  citizens  on  high  ;*'  and  thus  peaceably  ex- 
pired on  a  carpet  fpread  upoci  1^  floor.  An 
expedition  lor  the  coMfotA  of  Syria  wa«  ftopped 
by  this  mongrnful  event :  the  ari»y  halted  at  the 

gates 
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gates  of  Medina:  the  chiefs  were  aifembkd  chap. 
rotind  their  dying  matter.  The  city,  more  ef-  ^ 
pecially  the  houfe,  of  the  prophet  was  a  fcene 
of  clamorous  forrow  or  filent  defpair :  fanaticifin 
aloxle  could  fuggeft  a  ray  of  hope  and  oonlbla- 
tion*  ^<  How  can  he  be  dead,  our  witbefs,  our 
«•  interceflbr,  our  mediator  with  God  ?  By  God 
^<  he  ift  not  dead :  like  Mofes  and  Jefus  he  is 
^<  wrapt  in  a  holy  trance,  and  ipeediiy  will  he 
"  return  to  his  faithful  people/'  The  evidence 
of  ienfe  was  diiregarded ;  and  Omar,  uhiheath- 
ing  his  fcymetar,  threatened  to  ftrike  off  the 
beads  of  the  infidels,  who  ibould  dare  to  aflOrm 
that  the  prophet  was  no  more«  The  tumult 
was  applied  by  the  weight  and  moderation  of 
Abubeker.  *<  Is  it  Mahomet/'  faid  he  to  Omar 
and  the  multitude,  ^^  or  the  God  of  Mahomet, 
^^  whom  you  worfbip  ?  The  God  of  Mahomet 
*<  liveth  for  ever,  but  the  apoAle  was  a  mortal 
**  like  ourfelves,  and  according  to  his  own  pre- 
^^  diAion,  he  has  experienced  the  common  fate 
**  of  mortality.'*  He  was  pioufly  interred  by 
the  hands  of  his  neareft  kii^man,  on  the  fame 
fpot  on  which  he  expired'*':  Medina  has  been 
fen6tified  by  the  death  and  burial  of  Mahomet ; 

'^'  The€h«ckBandLatite  kavckivttMedaiidpropQgaled  Uiav^ 
atiid  ridicukms  ftary  that  Maiiatt6it*t  iroA  bomb  is  fi^pended  in  the  air 
at  Mecca  {<rrtfi»  fAtrw^i^o^vf^,  Laonicus  Chaleocondyles  de  Rebus 
Tvtd^  Liii.  p*  664),  by  the  adUbn  of  equal  and  potent  lotdftones 
(Diaionaire  de  Bayle,  MAHOMEt,  Rem.  E£.  FF.)  Without  ^f  phi- 
hjAiphical  enqpmof  k  may  Riific^y  that,  i.  The  t>rapiiet  wae  liot 
buried  srt  Mecca ;  andy  9.  Th^  his  to«bb  at  Medina^  whidh  has  been 
vifited  by  raiOionsy  b  pktced  on  the  gfreiOid  (Aetand  de  Relig.  Meham* 
K  ii.  c.  19.  p.  ^o^-*--ftil.)^  Gvagnier^  (Vie  de  MahonRt>  torn,  iil* 
p.»63 — »68.>  , 

and 
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CHAP,  and  the  innumerable  pilgrims  of  Mecca  often 
^  turn  afide  from  the  way,  to  bow  in  voluntary 
devotion  '**,  before  the  fimple  t6mb  of  the  pro- 
phet'". 
His  cha-  At  the  conclufion  of  the  life  of  Mahomet,  it 
raaer.  ^^y  perhaps  be  expefted,  that  1  fliould  balance 
his  faults  and  virtues,  that  I  ihould  decide  whe- 
ther  the  title  of  enthufiaft  or  impoftor  more  pro- 
perly belongs  to  that  extraordinary  man.  Had 
I  been  intimately  converfant  with  the  fon  of 
Abdallah,  the  talk  would  iliU  be  difficult,  and 
the  fuccefs  uncertain :  at  the  diftance  of  twelve 
centuries,  I  darkly  contemplate  his  ihade 
through  a  cloud  of  religious  incenfe;  and  could 
1  truly  delineate  the  portrait  of  an  hour,  the 
fleeting  refemblance  would  not  equally  apply 
to  the  folitary  of  Mount  Hera,  to  the  preacher 
of  Mecca,  and  to  the  conqueror  of  Arabia.  The 
author  of  a  mighty  revolution  appears  to  have 
'  been  endowed  with  a  pious  and  contemplative 
dilpofition  :  fo  foon  as  marriage  had  railed  him 
above  the  preflure  of  want,  he  avoided  the 
paths  of  ambition  and  avarice;  and  till  the  age  of 

'^^  Al  Jannabl  enumerates  (Vie  de  Mahomet^  torn.  iii.  p* 3  7  2-— 391*) 
the  multifarious  duties  of  a  pilgrim  who  vifits  the  tombs  of  the  pro- 
phet and  his  companions,  and  the  learned  cafuift  decides,  that  this 
aA  of  devotion  is  neareft  in  obligaticm  and  merit  to  a  divine  precept. 
The  dolors  are  divided  which,  of  Mecca  and  Medina^  be  the  moft 
excellent  (p.  391 — 394. ) 

^'^  The  laft  ficknefs,  death,  and  bunal  of  Mahomet,  are  defcribed 
'by  Abulfeda  and  Gagnier  (Vit.  Moham.  p.  Z33«— -142.  Vie  de 
Mahomet,  tom.  iii.  p.  aao — »7i.).  The  moft  private  and  intereft- 
ing  circumftances  were  originally  received  from  Ayeiha,  Ali,  the  fons 
of  Abbas,  &c. ;  and  as  they  dwelt  at  Medina*  and  furvived  the  pro- 
phet many  years,  they  might  repeat  the  pious  tale  to  a  fecond  or 
third  generation  of  pilgrims. 

1 1  forty, 
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Ibrtf  9  he  lived  mih  inoMttboe,  and  vould  iiave  6  H  A  F. 
tiidfl  mjtkmJ^A  Mine.  The  oohyK^faod  ism  ,  ,^^ 
idm  moft  ^2Mge9iiil  to  nature  «iid  seafiDn ;  and  a 
m^temymAiiom  wih  the  Jevs  sbA  CfaiitftiiMfi 
^fwdiAieaeb  hjfliioideCpi&  aad  d^teftlSije  idobtiy 
t^  Mdeca*  It  mm  ihe  duty  of  a  man  and  a  odd* 
«eii  ^  vKi^rt  ;t^e  ^u^Stm^  ^{kkf^timi,  to  mfiase 
hi»  ^omtpry  &0m  ibe  idominion  iif  fin  and  .^nor. 
Tibe  eo^iyi^a  mtnS  inoeflkitlj^besift  on  the  fitme 
tolgdS;,  -wmtU  OM^Tent  a  tgmev^  obligpation  ittto  a 
partkwtof  odB;  tile  "warn  fii^;eiljoQ8  lof  <iie  imi. 
^dmSimdw^  or  llie  fMcy:,  would  the  felt  as  tm  ia^ 
^if^«<»QMi«if)|piaaiiet);  liii^^  of  tbougfat  woMld 
^Kpine  m  f  aptwneand  mUxqh  ;  aii4  like  i^o  ward  (en- 
iatjm^  tbe  inytiibb  tnonitor^  woi»ld  be  dercrifaed 
wtth^  fimnMiji^tribati^of  on  angel  ofGeA'*\ 
iFram^9lfeu£iilm  toioipoftpre,  the  ftep  is  pMulous 
mddipj^fi  jjNbe(d0amcn;€fSQcn)tes'^^aff^ 

pigeon,  .tl^it  ieeixie4  to  defcend  from  tieaven  ^d  .wh^r  in  h»  ejir. 
A0  tl^is  pretended  miracle  is  nidged  by  "Grothis  (de  Veriute  Religiodis 
MC:hriAinitf>^is4«ia>ic  tiM<k|«}i^  tbfi  ile^med  Bpcock» riaqvired  dhm 
the  names  pf  his  mthpi^i  f»9^  Qi^ptivs  coiileilbd,  th^^t  it  is  lu^qiovmto 
the  Mahometans  themfelves.  Left  it  Ihould  provoke  their  indigna- 
.^loq^f«nd)kog]1lgr>^Q|i«l^8^itf  istfuppceQbdli^  the  Arabic  vedion;  ;bat 
it  has  mmUwi  ap  is4i^i^g  place  in  t^e  4VUB^rp)i8  Q4itioins  si  ,t]ie 
%atin  text  (^ococlcy  Specimen  Hift.  Arabum,  p.  1369 187.  }(eUn4>  ^ 
i^gitfLilohflm.  Uli.eG.  99*  ^p.  ii59**26a»). 

.«ei  aTTQflfpnrcVjjubE  T«nyi^'«  ay  peX\A)  TrpMrvfiVy-TrfNorrfirf*  If  inrort  (PlatOyin 
j^Mlog.^Socrat.c.  X9«p.Z2r)i2».  edit.lPifcher.).  The  familiar  examples* 
futMi  ^fWfm  V9»  W  )«8  fMpgne  with  Theages  (Platon.  Opqi^a, 
t«m.  i.  jj^.  j^,  mp.edit.  Hen.JS.tqph4nO>  ^^  beyond  tiie  reach  ;pf 
'^tmian  mrdi^t ;  and  the  divine  infpiration  (the  AoMjuovioy)  of  thephi-* 
laic^b«^iii(^dy:t4»ghitii|il|)eM8rooiafaifo  Theidoas 

ofthe«poft  iravooal  BhUoni^  aie;eniE«i&d  b|rlCicen>(4e  Diinnat. 
L  54.)  and^in  the  xivtb  and  xvth  pi&i^tiQOs  of  Kajdmps  of  Tyrt 
<p.  Itf  5**ii:7a*«<Kt,  ©a?i»> 

VOL.  IX.  Y  memo- 
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memorable  inftance,how  a  wife  man  may  deceive 
himfelf*,  howa  good  man  may  deceive  others,  how 
the  cohfcience  may  flumber  in  a  mixed  and  mid- 
dle ftate  between   felf-illufion,    and  vohintary 
fraud*    Charity  may  believe  that  the  original 
•motives  of  Mahomet  were  thofe  of  pure  and 
genuine  benevolence ;  but  a  human  miffionary  is 
incapable  of  cheriihing  the  obftiiiate  unbelievers 
who  reject  his  claims,  defpife  his  arguments,  and 
perfecute  his  life ;  he  might  forgive  his  perfonal 
adverfaries,  he  may  kwfuUy  hate  the  enemies  of 
God;  the  ftern  paffions  of  pride  and  revenge 
were  kindled  in  the  bofom  of 'Mahomet,  and  he 
lighed  like  the  prophet  of  Nineveh,  for  the  de- 
ilru£lion  of  the  rebels  whom  he  had  condemned. 
.Theinjuftice  of  Mecca,  and  the  choiceof  Medina, 
transformed  the  citizen  into  a  prince,  the  humble 
preacher  into  the  leader  of  armies ;  but  his  fword 
was  confecrated  by  the  example  of  the  faints ; 
and  the  fame  God  who  afflifts  afinful  world  with 
peftilence  and  earthquakes,  might  infpire  for 
their  converfion  or  chaflifement  the  valour  of 
his  fervants.     In  the  exercife  of  political  govern- 
ment, he  was  compelled  to  abate  of  the  ftern 
rigour  of  fanaticifm,  to  comply  in  fome  meafure 
with  the  prejudices  and  paffions  of  his  followers, 
and  to  employ  even  the  vices  of  mankind  as  the 
inftruments  of  their  falvation.     The  ufe  of  fraud 
and  perfidy,  of  cruelty  and  injuftice,  were  often 
fubfervient  to  the  propagation  of  the  faith  ;  and 
Mahomet  commanded  or  approved  the  aflaffina- 
tion  of  the  Jews  and  idolaters  who  had  efcaped 
from  the  field  of  battle.     By  the  repetition  of 

fuch 
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futh  afts,  the  charafter  ol"  Mahomet  muft  have  chap. 
been  gradually  ftained ;  and  the  influence  of  ^_^  -^-^ 
fucfa  pernicious  habits  would  be  poorly  eompen- 
iated  by  the  praAice  of  the  peifotoal  and  focial 
virtues  which  are  neceflary  to  mamtain  the  repu- 
tation of  a  prophet  among  bis  feStaries  and 
J&iends^  Of  his  laft  years,  ambit4<m  was  the  ruling 
paffion ;  and  a  politician  will  fufpeft,  that  he  fe- 
cretly  fmiled  (the  viftociou^  impoftor !)  at  the  en- 
thu&dm  of  his  youth,  and  the  credulity  of  his 
profelytes'^^  A  philoftpher  will  obferve  that 
their  cruelty  and  his  iiiccefi  would  tend  more 
ftrongly  to  fortify  the  aflUrance  of  his  divine 
miffion,  that  his  intereft  and  religion  were  in^- 
pambly  connected,  and  that  his  confcience  would 
be  foothed  by  the  perfuafion,  that  he  alone  was 
abfolved  by  the  Deity  from  the  obligation  of 
pofitive  and  moral  laws.  If  he  retained  any 
veftige  of  his  native  innocence,  the  fins  of  Ma* 
hornet  may  be. allowed  as  an  evidence  of  hisfin- 
cerity.  In  the  fupport  of  truth,  the  arts  of  fraud 
and  fiction  may  be  deemed  leis  criminal ;  and  he 
would  have  flarted  at  the  foulne&  of  the  means, 
had  he  not  been  fatisfied  of  the  importance  and 
juitice  of  the  end.  Even  in  a  conqueror  or  a 
prieft,  I  can  fiirprife  a  word  or  action  of  una£fe£U 
ed  humanity ;  and  the  decree  of  Mahomet,  that 
in  the  fale  of  captives,  the  mothers  fhould. 
never  be  feparated   from  their  children,  may 

'^^  In  fome  paffiige  of  liis  vohinAaatti  i»ntings»  Vdtaire  cpmpam 
fhe  prophet»m  hb  old  aget  to  a  fakk^:  a  ^ui  detache  la  diaine  de.fon 
«  con  pour  tn  donnor  fur  lea  ordll^  i^f»  confrere?.'' 

^^  fulpend 
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<j  A  n  P.  IU%eMl  0T  moderate  the  oeafiise  of  ibe  hifto- 

Private  life  T)ie  ^4)0^  &afe43£M$komeA^f^Ae£pi^ 
cf  Maho-  ^^loyftity  J  die  ajpoAle  at  GoA  f^mitted  to  tbe 
««aiafl  offices  ^Dbe  leMflfi;  lieJdiidi6dti»e£ve» 
lw«pt4)he^or^iMilk^4&e  69m8,att4  tended  wStb 
il^is  own  liftods  his  fliocte  ^and  |iis  v^oottein  ^satmmnt. 
Bi^kiifigthJK  pmaanee  and  ineri(t  af«n  faeniMt^lif 
^bferved  without  elfo<rt  4>r  v^^,  fJbedbAegiWue 
diet  <^  an  Arab  and  a  ftldier.  On  foiemn  4MK;a- 
lioHs  fie  feafted  his  eofihpaaiQiis  with  raftjc  and 
bootable  plenty ;  trat  m  his  domailic  life>  nMHiy 
^^eks  would  elapfe  «miiioiit  a  ;&)e  being  jdndied 
«n  thehearCh<)f(iiefMroi>het.  l^^intordi^Mn^ 
^ine  was  eonfirmed  by  hi«  essf&ple  :  his  (luag^ 
<w^a6  appealed  with  a  fpanngaHowajace  «f  baif<^- 
bread  :  be  delighted  in  1^  tafte  of  «iilk«nd  h^ 
ryef ;  but  his  ordinary  fiM)d  confift^ed  of  dates  and 
water.  Perftunes  and  women  were  the  two  %9&Qi 
enjoyments  which  bis  nature  required,  and  his  re- 
ligion did  not  forbid  $  and  Mahcnnet  afirmed*  that 
^  fervour  of  hk  <le¥otion  wa3  kiereafed  by 
th0fe  inaoeent  ^eaAn^s.  Thebeat oftbeclinrato 


^^  Cagnler  relates,  with  the  fame  impartial  pen,  this  homane  law  of 
tbeiMQphiaU'aud  the  jnurdeasjof  £ajdk»  andSop^iuw  yM^  he  paamplKt 
w.d.ijpprpyR^iyip  4^  Mf^^m^timi^  u-p-  Ay-  97.-  .^qP^J- 

**•  Far  the  doffi^iif;,S^  ^Mahp^^t,  cpjjifult  .Gagftie;*,  ^iAfi  cjr- 
refponding  chajitfrsdFAfaiiifeda ;  for  his  diet  (torn.  iii.  p.  aS;— -a88.)> 
Iiv.cl»ldi»n.(|i.ia9.9fi9.);  iu»wiyB^{k39o«m^^^(Msttafri^«riA 
Zeineb  (torn.  ii.p.X52 — i6o.) ;  his  amour  with  Mary  (p..'j03 — 309.){ 
the  falfe  accufation  of  Ayelha  (p.  1S6-— Z99.)»  The  xnoft  original  en- 
flexjce^of  thethi^ee  h&  trinSjfiQm^  l^^misif^ei  «i,i#  fofjuffj^^^paau^ 
^  i^ith  Ghajpftocs  of  the  Korap,iwtrh&<e*#  X;«iimiiwtir}r>  i^wiie«KK 
(Life  of  Mahomet,  jp,8p^9Q.)  «4  M^s^c^tC^^^^Wl*  Ali)9^H!f  fWt.  W. 
p.  49— ^9^)  luive  malicioufly  cxamrated  the  frailtiev  of  Mahomet. 

4  inflames 
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itiiMitt*  1fl»«  bkMid  of  di^  AnA^  ankl  tivric  Jibn  Q:H  A?  9^ 
cKflods^  comqileacidQ  hw  beeiir  noticed  bf  &Ie»  y^,  .^^^muj 
wisiMnst  <$|  dwtfiqvity''^  Their^kidontititiiee^  wds 
rtfgiUM^A  by  the  civiT  and*  rdiglioilis  lawil  of  the 
fiOfffiv^  their  me^naooB  diftmoes-wsi^^  blartreds 
tb«  lMii»iIe&  Hcdncaei  of  pofTgatay  wsk  ntlfan)^ 
td  I!dqy  ligkmwrt^  w(ve»  oir  cdncllhimsf:  fbeit 
figft«^b€di»  €rif  beet  m4  ef  do#iy  w^ns^  t^fuitaU^r 
Aetiei^«MDe«l :  th&  fveeddm  of  dil^oFce  wd&  difcoU^ 
tvtgeH^  oAiAtery  Vffw  eondemiiee^  as  a  GKpitbl  di^ 
f#8€^  ^and^  fof dicatiMi^  hi  ek(ha*Jex,.w£M  psti^ftt 
ed'tvilhMtafiidisfdlbi^  iStaclvWdTe  the  calm 
mA  i^iomi  pwc^p<s  of  thd  Idgiftator :  but  hi  hni 
jprivate  i^i^u^  IMbvhomet  ittddgeA  the  afpe^ 
titi^  of  a  iftftii^  aiid  abwfed  tber  nMta^  of  ar  pre» 
phet,  Atf^emaXi  mrduim  difi^enferis  kttai  fmal 
thtt'  ia^^st  \fhi4sh^  Im  had  impirfetat^  air  hi^  nation } 
the  f)ifii»l^fe}r,#hI»iitt)r«tev0,xi^ab0ii^^ 
his  de'i&res)^  asndihiirfhfgitlaBir  ^nurogative  excited 
thtt  €»»rf ,.  rather  Ifham  the  fcandy,  the  venevatirai 
itatbe^  ^h  tte  efi^^y  <^  tte  deiraoiMtiM 
BT  w^  rem^witoir'  ifte-  ftft^Mf'  haddi^  wifves  Mtd 
abred  hundred  edAcflaMaesi  df  the  wife  SblMMd^ 
At^'libfta^pimdtfaeiMdcAfofthrilm^  uis  wivti^ 

ei|K>a&d  MMii«re*CbMf  ft  v^tltea*  or  fifteMin^lTea; 
eteireiK  Of^  at)uli>ertttcrdi  wfao*  oi»i]iied  at^McMiM 
t)»rir'  fepan^  aipaltiiidBt»  iromid  tli^  hdttfe.of the 
a{>«Aiav  sttsd  ^agd^nad  iiif  thw  turns  th€l  ftt^oba  ctf' 

'^  Incredibile  eft  quo  ardore  apud  eos  in  Venerem  uterque  iblvitur 
iexu»  (Ammiaiv  Mavcettui.  1.  i^vw  o«  j^y 

Uxor  Hdbraica  will  recognize  many  Jewiihordinaiieai& 

y  3  his 
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CHAP,  bis  conjugal  fociety.  What  is  Angular  enougfa^ 
they  were  all  widows,  excepting  only  Ayeflia, 
the  daughter  of  Abiibeker.    She  was  doubtlei$  a 
virgin,  finee  Mahomet  confiimmated  his  nuptiak 
(fuch  is  the  premature  ripeneis  of  the  dimate) 
when  (he  was  only  nine  years  of  age.  The  youth, 
the  beauty,  the  fpirit  of  Ayeflia,  gave  her  a  fu- 
perior  afcendant :  flie  was  beloved  and  trufted  by 
the  prophet ;  and,  after  his  death,  the  daughter 
of  Abubeker  was  long  revered  as  the  mother  of 
the  faithful.     Her  behaviour  had  been  ambigu- 
ous and  indifcreet:  in  a  no£turnal  march  fhe  was 
accidentally  left  behind ;  and  in  the  morning 
Ayeflia  returned  to  the  camp  with  a  man.   The 
temper  of  Mahomet  was  inclined  to  jealouiy; 
but  a  divine  revelation  aflured  him  of  her  inno- 
cence t  he  chaftifed  her  accufers,  and  publiihed 
alawof  domeftic  peace,  that  no  woman  fliould 
be  condemned  unlets  four  male  witnefles  had 
feen  her  in  the  a£fc  of  adultery'^'.  In  his  adven- 
tures with  Zeineb,  the  wife  of  Zeid,  and  with 
Mary,  an  Egyptian  captive,  the  amorous  prophet 
forgot  the  intereft  of  his  reputation.  At  thehouie 
of  Zeid,  his  freedman  and  SMiopted  fi>n,  he  beheld, 
in  a  loofe  undrefi,  the  beauty  of  Zeineb,  and 
burft  forth  into  im  ejaculation  of  devotion  and 
delire.  The  fervile,  or  gratefiil,  freedman  under- 
flood  the  hint,  and  yielded  without  hefitation  to 
the  love  of  his  benefa6ton    But  as  the  filial  rela- 

^  '^'  In  a  memorable  cafe^  the  Caliph  Omar  decided  that  all  preemp- 
tive evidence  was  of  no  avail;  and  that  all  the  four  witnefles  muil 
have  actually  feen  ftylum  in  pyxide  (AbulMaB,  Annales  Moflemici» 
p.  7X«  verf.Re]ike> 

^  tion 
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tion  had  excited  fi)ine  doubt  and  fcandal^  the  c  H  A  P; 

aiigel  Gabriel  defcended  from  heaven  to  ritify.  ^ ]^ 

the  deed,  to  annul  the  adoption ^  and  gently  to 
reprove  the  apollle  for  diftruiling  the  indulgence 
of  his  God.  One  of  his  wives,  Hafna,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Omar,  furprifed  him  on  her  own  bed,  in  the 
€mbVaces  of  his  Egyptian  captive:  ihe  promifed 
fecrecy  and  forgivenels.:  hefwore  that  he  would 
renounce  the  pofleffion  of  Mary.  Both  parties 
forgot  their  engagements;  and  Gabriel  again 
defcended  with  a  chapter  of  the  Koran,  to  ab* 
folve  him  from  his  oath,  and  to  exhort  him  fredy 
to  enjoy  his  captives  and  concubines, .  without 
liftening  to  the  clamours  of  his  wives.  In  a  fdi* 
tary  retreat  of  thirty  days,  he  laboured,  alone 
wiUi  Mary,  to  fulfil  the  commands  of  the  angel. 
When  his  love  and  revenge  were  fatiated,hefum-. 
moned  to  his  prefence  his  eleven  wives,  re- 
proached<  their  difobedience  and  indifcretion, 
and  threatened  them  with  a  fentence  of  divorce, 
both  in  this  world  and  in  the  next:  a  dreadful 
fentence,  fince  thofe  who  had  afcended  the  bed 
of  the  prophet  were  for  ever  excluded  from  the 
hope  of  a  fecond  marriage.  Perhaps  the  incon- 
tinence of  Mahomet  maybe  palliated  by  the  tra- 
dition of  the  natural  or  preternatural  gift'^*;  he 

'^'  Sibi  robur  ad  generationem,  quantum  triginta  viri  habentf  ineffe 
jadtaret:  ita  ut  unica  hora  poflbt  undecim  fixmims/atisfacerey  ut  ex. 
Arabum  libris  refert  Stus.Petrus  Pafchaiius,  c.  a.  (Maracci,  Prodis 
mus  Alcoran^  p.  iv.  p.  S5*  See  likewife  Obfervations  de  Belon^  1.  iil. 
c.  lo.  fol.  Z79.  redlo.)  Al  Jannabi  (Gagnier^  torn.  iii.  p.  487.x records 
lus  own  teiiimony>  diat  he  furpafled  aU  men  in  conjugal  vigour ;  and 
Abulfeda  mentions  the  exclamation  of  Ali,  who  walhed  his  lx>dy  after 
hb  deaths  ^  O  propheta,  certe  pceQis  fuus  ccelum  verfus  eretStus  efly" 
(in  Vit.  Mohammed,  p.  X40.)*  v 

Y  4  united 
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e  li iiF«  Qillted  tbe itiaiil}r  virtm  of  tiwty  of  tbe  diilitrM 
^_J^^-^  of  Adam;  and  the  apoftle  might  liral  ibefiliti- 
teenOi  labouv'^"'  of  t^  Greciait  Htreal^s  '^.  il 
more  fc»rioiii»  andr  decern  esc^^dfe  iMy  W  d»«#fi 
from  U^M^ity  to  Ga£ja1l«  DtitiDg  t^tti^enty^ 
&uf  yeari^of  theittiiarriage^ber  yMtkftdKiilbtsLad 
abfbdned  frofid^  the  right  of  folyg^vfrfj  atld  fh« 
laddie  or  tende^€ift  of  tbe  vetier^e  m^roit  wad 
Haver  infidted  by  the  {oei^tj  of  a  rival*  Afitr  ber 
death,  he  placed  her  in  tb«  ramk  of  tftelbiir  f^u 
teSt  wofiMitt,  with  the*  fift^r  of  Mefes,  t^eihOttKr 
of  JeAi9jandFatiit)aj,th^  bdff  beloved  of  bJiild^tQgb*- 
ters-  "  Wa&  (he  not  old?^  faidf  AytQl»^  witfi  the 
iti&Ienee  of  a  bloomin^g  beauty;  ^^hm  »o«God 
•*  given  you  a  better  in  her  place  ?**  ***  No,  by 
^^  God/'^faid  Mabotnet,  with  m  effofion  of  bofieA 
gratitude,  ^<  there  tievef  can  be  a  bditerf  (be 
**  b^eved  in  me,  whefif  men  dei^ifed  me :  Ikt 
**  relieved  my  wjintai,  when  I  w^s  poor  and  pe«- 
^  fecutcd  by  the  world  '**/' 
and  dui-.  Ij^  thelargeffi  indulgetice  of  pofygattfy,  tfce 
^n-  fotmder  of  a  religion  and  entfAre  ntighb  afpire  to 
Multiply  the  ehance^of  a  n'ttiitefoti^p^fterttyanda 
lineal  Ibeceffion.  The  b^^of  Mabome*  wef^fe-. 
tolly  dilkppointed.  Tbe  virgin  Ayefta,  «d  bf»(cfn 

"^^  I  borrow  the  ftyle  of  a  father  of  the  church  ewfiXftw  HpajiXDj 
r^ioxouhKotfrof  a9Xof  (Greg.  Nazianzen»  Orat.  iii.  p.  io8.)> 

'^^  The  common  andf  moftglbrious  legend  incfuid^s,  in  a  fingf^  nigjitt 
the  fifty  vixfilojriwi  of  HenbDles  ovier  the  yitglri  daughters  of  TTheftiui 
(D!odor.  Sleuli.  tom.  i.  Liv;  p.  %f4»  F^ufaniasi  Lix.  p.  763.  Stathi» 
^hA,  i.  d^.iii.T.4^]k  Biif  Athett^us  Ulttv^  ievfen  nights  (Deipno- 
Ibphill:.  t.  xiii.  ^  SS^*)*  ^t^^  Apoiiiodoms  ftfty^  for  this  arduous  a&> 
chievcment  of  i^ei'cukSi  who  wa)5  then  no  mcnre  t&an  eighteen  years 
of  age  (BihGof.  r.iLc.4.p*xii.cutti  notis  Hgyneyparti.  p*  23^^ 

f  ^  Abu]fed4  In.  Vlt*  Mohanit p.  Jl>  z>  |6»  i;«  cuan  iiotis Cag^. 

widows 
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Uridowsi  of  induce'  ig^  m4r  appftoved  fifitffil^^  en^MPi 
iveve bwjtaft^ m  hi9 fMNeiii tmhiaee&    TtefiMt 
Hm  o£  Gatfl^ab  died  in  fhdr  infancy.    Uwj^ 

tii^i  bifdi  tff  Ibvahim.  M  the  ooid  oC  iftem 
flwtitlui  iSmb  prophtt  wtpt  oiver  his  ffm&y.  Imt 
ke  fuftaitied.  wtdi  firmnds  ike  taiitety  of  his  ene* 
iiJ0S»  Miid.<A^cked  the  ackdatiail  or  di^lfef  of 
Ae  llfoieiils,  by  the  aifflimtce  thofc  as  0c%ife  <»f 
the  fittiiwafl;  m^  eccdfioned  bj  tbe  dmk ctftlw 
kifattt.  CadiJBb  hud  fikimife  girw  him  feat 
daughters^  vrha  were  lUBrried  ten  the  meft  fitttirfbd 
o£  hiv  di£^ylss :  tbe  tkree  etdeft  died  befimr  ttteit 
jfatheo;.  biat  EatiiMy  tvhx>^poAff^ 
ted  kyre^.  became  the  wife  c^  her  eouilisAli^  «ad 
tAwimMherof  ioittiiftriawpr4igM  ThriaenA 
atfidinirf<HTte]i0&o£Aliaand  h»d^Gmimbf  vM 
kad  me  txy  aa*kip«ta^>fii  tftis  place^  tlie  ftimi  ei* 
tiwSaitsiceB.caK]i^%  a^titii.  wlwii  defcvilMr  the 
cMammEien  e£  the  Ikitft&k  u  the  idem  and 
JbcceiretB  eCtfae  a{wftle  ef  6iad  "^^ 

The  fiirtfa)  tbe  a&mmm,  Owf  thmtSkecai  Ali^  Ounatr 
tvbicb  exalted  hhn,^(iee  the  reft  ef  Ue  cptmtrf^  "^^ 
jsmi^  migfat jiuftif;  his  dkum  to  the  wcunt  tbWM . 
ofArabiak  lW£bKiaf:jymi:aieb>wu^kibkMai 
r^(^  tbednef  of  dsefiiniity  of  Haflieai^  aodf  th# 

''^  Thk  oudine  of  the  Antfak  hiiforj  is  draw»  from  thft  BIUu>« 
t1ii«qlie^  Orientate  of  If  HerbeToi  (under  t&e  names  of  AboitBecref  Omar% 

ElnaciauadfiT  tie.  proper  yeaffKll  UtiH^«(|ii  aadl  eipeciaUy  hmtk, 
Ocliey*8  WSasTf  of  t^&uracens  (voL  i.  p.  i*-io.  irj— laa.  249. 249. 
a6i — ^a72«  37& — 39X.»and  ali^vft  tbe  w]u>]e  of  the  fccond  ^altine). 
ret  vrt  ftbuld  lit^igll  ^ith  caiitigtt  tbe  traditions  of  tlia  hdOSIe  i^dlft;  a 
itteam  wliicKi^^oni^  flSlf  more  muddf  as  it  flows  fiufthcr  fi-ooi  tbe 
few ee.  ^  JblDa.  Chardih  fias  too  Aftbfutfy  copied  tbe  fabtes  aod  emvs 
till  tbe  nttKfem  Feiliafts  (Voyagei}  ftin.u.  ^^a^^'-— j^#»  ^.Jr 

hereditary 
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c  H  A  P»  hereditary  prince  or  guardian  of  the  city  and 
^^_f  temple  of  Mecca.  The  light  of  prophecy  was 
extinft ;  but  the  hufband  of  Fatima  might  ex- 
pe6t  the  inheritance  and  bleffing  of  her  &tfaer  z- 
the  Arabs  had  fdmetimes  been  patient  of  a 
female  reign ;  and  th^  twograndfons  of  the  pro- 
phet had  often  been  fondled  in  his  lap,  and 
ihewh  in  his  pulpit,  as  the  hope  of  his  age,  and 
the  chief  of  the  youth  of  paradife.  The  firil  of 
the  true  believers  might  afpire  to  march  before 
them  in  this  world  and  in  the  next;  and  if  (bme 
^ere  of  a  graver  and  more  rigid  caft,  the  zeal 
and  virtue  of  Ali  were  never  outftripped  by  any 
recent  profelyte.  He  united  the  quadifications  of 
a  poet,  a  foldier,  and  a  faint:  his  wifdom  ftill 
breathes  in  a  coUeffcion  of  moi:al  and  religious 
layings'^^;  and  every  antagonift,  in  the  combats 
of  the.  tongue  or  of  the  iword,  was  fubdued  by 
his  eloquence  and  val6ur.  From  the  firil  hour 
of  his  miffion  to  the  laft  rites,  of  his  funeral,  the 
apoftle  was  never  forfaken  by  a  generous  friend 
whom  he  delighted  to  nune  his  brother,  his  vice- 
gerent, and  the  faithfiil  Aaron  of  a  fecond 
Mofes.  The  fon  of  Abu  Taleb  was  afterwards 
reproached  for  negledting  to  fecure  his  intereft  by 
a  folemn  declaration  of  his  right,  which  would 
have  filenced  all  competition,  and  fealed  his  fuc- 
ceflSon  by  the  decrees  of  heaven.  But  the  un- 
fufpe6ting  hero  confided  in  hknfelf  :  thejealoufyof 
empire,  and  perhaps  the  fear  of  oppofition,  might 

■^  Ockley  (at  the  end  of  his  fecond  volume)  has  given  an  £ngliib 
Torfion  of  169  fentences)  which  he  afcribes,  with  fome  hefitadon,  to 
All)  the  fon  c^  Abu  Taleb'.  His  preface  i^  coloured  by  the  enthufiafin 
of  a  tranflator;  yet  thefe  leniences  delineate  a  chara^erifl}c>  though 
4uk>  picture  cf  hunum  life.- 

fuipend 
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fiiQ>end  the  refolutiohs  of  Mahomet  ^  and  the  bed  c  h  a'  p. 
of  fickoeis  was  beiieged  by  the  artful  Ayeiha,  the  ,  .^_  ^^ 
daughter  of  Abubeker,  and  the  enemy  of  Ali. 

The  filence  and  death  of  the  prophet,  reftored  R^ign  of 
the  liberty  of  the  people;  and  his  companions  ^ 
convened  an  affismbly  to  deliberate  on  the  choice  ad.  63%, 
of  his  fucceflbr.    The  hiereditary  claim  and  lofty  ^^^  ^* 
jj^rit  of  Ali,  were  offenfive  to  an  ariilocracy  of 
elders,  defirous  of  beftowing  andrefuming  the 
fceptre  by  a  free  andfi*equent  eleftion:  the  Ko* 
reifli  could  never  be  reconciled  to  the  proud 
pre-eminence  of  the  line  of  Haihem :  the  ancient 
difcord  of  the  tribes  was  rekindled:  the  fugi'- 
tives  of  Mecca  and  the  atmliaries  of  Medina 
aflerted  their  refpe6fcive  merits;  and  the  rafh 
propo&l  of  chufing  two  independent  caliphs 
would  have.cruflied  in  their. infancy  the  religion 
and  empire  of  the  Saracens*    The  tumult  was 
appeafedby  the  difinterefted  refolution  of  Omar, 
who,  fuddeniy  renouncing  his  own  pretenfions, 
ftretched  forth  his  hand,  and  declared  himfelf 
the  firft  fubje£i;  of  the  mild  and  venerable  Abu-  . 
beker«    The  urgency  of  the  moment,  and  the 
acquiefcence  of  the  people,  might  excufe  this  il« 
legal  and  precipitate  meafure ;  but  Omar  himfelf 
confefled  from  the  pidpit,  that  if  any  Mufulman 
fliould  hereafter  prefume  to:  anticipate  the  fuf* 
frage  of  bis  brethren,  both  the  ele3;or  and  the 
ele£ted  would  be  worthy  of  death'**.     After 

'^  Ockley  (Hiit  of  the  Saracens*  voU  i.  p.5>  6.)  from  an  Arabian  M9» 
reprefents  Ayeiha  as  adverfe  to  the  fubfti'tution  of  her  father  in  the 
place  of  the  apofUe.  This  faA»  fo  improbable  m  itfelfy  is  mmoticed  by 
Abulfeda«  Al  Jannabi,  and  M  Bochari,  the  laft  of  whom  quotes  ths 
tradition  of  Ayeiha  herfelf  (Vit.  Mohammed,  p.  13  6.  Vie  de  Mahomet, 
tom»iii«  p.  »36.)» 

the 
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c  »AP«  file  finififo  cMBgntaiibir  e#  AbiAtikeiV  lie  woi 
c^  _^_^  etasyed  kr  Mediiia^  M  otcAy  Mil  the  fttmMM  6§ 
Araftm  :  the  listOsottthM  adoMrdscfid^d'tiie  Mlb 
<}f  fidrifty ;;  and  tbckr  oliiefy  ii>  Ui»  €mm  ho^e, 
vtmatfaioftiy  abdve  lb:  mdntfa^  sliillerTitndiodcM 
jMidtmbiittlinvr}.  iritt»iuthiBfinigt#tbrti^^ 

«be  bdnfcltifsu^  the  d»igfa60r  of  tlbe  iftfMiL. 
Tfte  ifeath  of  FatBn%  dod!  the  dmUm^  #r  bfar 
pafty^  fubdoRid  the  miSigQMt  ^int  of  illir 
lb*  candc&eiided  tcr  fidate  ttn^  catntutttider  ^ 
tbefidtfafol,  aocvptod  lik  ejicid^  #f  Ate  MMflll^ 
of  p^Mntiiig  tttidt  ODflBOiDii  eottnks,  siitd^iwMelf 
M|€A«d  Us  <»)«Htso<»  oflbr  of  abdkratiig  iflle 
l^eriMtteM  of  the  AmbflHit,.  iiftar  ^rngti^tsmm 
yoars^  tbr  aged  cad^h  tta^  linMOoilod  6y  fho 
si^!ofdcatfaw  la^hbteftftitieiit^i^iAtller^tMiir 
approbatioli  of  the  eomfmciomj  Ii^  b«fiMtli0gl 
atm  &tp^m  to  tibr  imt  and:  iiit<e|iid<  \4eter  o£ 
Oomr.  ^  i  haire  m  oooafioo^''  Md  ibe  ttiodoft 
eattdidfatev  '^  fi>il'  th^^  plaeci''    ''  Bae  {(ker  pfaeo 

ofOmir;  '^bsK  oerafioDT  foT  yoi^"  fe^iod  Muiiokor;; 

A^.  634.  ^1^  €xpu»A  mtk  B  farvroe  jf^et\,  that,  tiio 

^  '^'     Giod  <if  Mahoaii^  woiflli  nsti^  hh  dmcttv  ainl 

dboft  tbff  MtMmoBM  m  iAm  ys9%j  of  cm^eosd 

ftnee'Ali  linfelf^kiiflittfro£pritroeyaifidtp»a^ 
fst^UkAu^rMe^e  the  ftifwrior  m^i^  amd^^^ 
ntty  of  hi^  ibn^i  vtko  cumfortodi  hdMftr  thi^  toft 
of  empire,  by  the  mod  flattering  marks  of  con- 
fUetsos  anfd  oiVe^ififliv  In  tfrcr  fwefitfr  year  of  his 
M%si^  Oont  laeowed  a  noftel  woucid  fMtat  tW 
Irandof  am  aflkflhi :  hcf  ti6je€tti  with  equal  nirpar. 
tiality  tBe  names  of  Bis  ion  and  of  Ali^  rofWfod  tJ9 

load 
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and  devdv«d  on  fix  of  Ab  lam^  w^fe&tkk  ^J^ 
^ompMioiis^  the  tadiu^M  taft  of  fibfiMg  s  opm- 
fMn^er^fth^ftitlifiiL    Oil  this  Mcaficim  M 
^¥afi  a^aiii  %bMMd  bf  iM  fiJA^ 
^s  I'ight  to  <ii€  jttd^iiMt  af  OMV,  &r  MMgttifing 
4liek}tti4fiiilU<m4>yaoceptiiigfi  |^ftwa«M^ 
fix  ^eSb&im.    He  wigiit  have  dbtatncd  their  ib£- 
^ge,  Ifead  fie  deigned  A) fifOBufe niftofl:  a»i ibrr 
y&e  ee^Twity,  not  4)^  1^  the  Ji^oimi  mA  tm^ 
4S^ion^hut  BkewMe  to  the  AelmaamadoMiiiPmP 
Jhrners"^.  With  Okefe  limitatkMifi»  OAmm^lSne  Of  0th. 
feoret^'  of  ifaihMaet,4usc6ptod  Ab  ggwciMMeiMt ;  ]^*  ^^^, 
«er  w^as  it  till  after  «fae  'timd  caiBpb^  twjMbyu  Nov.  6. 
four  jeans  afiler  the  deatii  ^f  die  impb^  ibat 
All  was  MveAed)  bf  die  fiafwlar  dioaM^  mtb  Itm 
regal  «iid  ft^recdatsd  ^o^fiee.    The  MHUieisi  of  the 
Arabtam  Detained  their  pmnubjsre  fii>ifiic#y»  Mil 
the  fefli'sf  Aim  Taieb  ifefyi&il  tjbe  poaop  aa^ 
Yaait^  tfof  tfi'^  woftd.    At  due  Iftocir  lef fi^er,  be 
repaired  to  <ibe  «m|E(^  ef  MediiMh  dathsd  in  a 
^<Mn  oetten  gews^  a  coai&  turban  en  Us  bead, 
k^  flipfers  in  one  hand,  and  Ims  banr  m  the  otber^ 
ifiAead  of  a  walking  fta£    Tbe  ^xnaptaQuiiis  4if 
the  prophet  and  the  chiefs  of  the  tribes  faluted 

^  Particiilarly  by  lus  fxiend  and  cpufin  4bdiiVA»tlHe  im  «f  Afbli^ 
who  $e4  A.D.  6S74  with  the  title  of  |;rand  doaor  qf  l3»  IMom^ 
In  ^ulfe^  he  recapitulated  the  uiiportant  oijccailoj^s  tp  \Hudi  ittilwt 
iv^(fifi6^}i^9  falutary  9dv1$;e  (p.  76.  yerf.  Keift^j  snd  eottdttilii 
(p.  85.)^  O  princeps  fid^um»  abf^ue  gontr^verfia  tu  yiidem  ?ere  faiti> 
e8|  at  jnop6  boni  coniilil;  et  rerum  gef«ndaram  panim  cafteof •' 

*>»Ii«^peathiA'^ttiimiM(«f(iMptoa^  Adkh|i> 

«om.l.f>.3f  I.)  may  £giiify«ot  a«»  ^Aittl  ooMfidkntte  Jai  iMPfii* 
deceiS>ny  Abiibdur  and  Omar. 

their 
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CHAP,  their  new  fovereign,  and  gave  him  their  right 

^J^* ^  hands  as  a  fign  of  fealty  and  allegiance^ 

Difcordof       The  mifchiefs  that  flow  from  the  conteils  of 
^dp""^*"  ambition  are  ufually  confined  to  the  times  and 
fiaitf.        countries  in  which  lliey  have  been  agitated.  But 
the  religious  difcord  of  thefriaids  and  enemies  of 
Ali  has  been  renewed  in  every  age  of  the  Hegira, 
and  is  ftill  maintained  in  the  immortal  hatred 
of  the  Perfians  and  Turks '^^    The  former,  who 
are  branded  with  the  appellation  of  Shiites  or 
fe£taries,  have  enriched  the  Mahometan  creed 
with  a  new  article  of  faith ;  and  if  Mahomet  be 
the  apoftle,  his  companion  Ali  is  the  vicar,  of 
God.    In  their  private  converfe,  In  their  public 
worfhip,  they  bitterly  execrate  the  three  ufurpers 
who  intercepted  his  indefeafible  right  to  the  dig* 
nity  of  Imam  and  Qaliph;  and  the  name  of 
>  Omar  exprefles  in  their  tongue  the  perfect  ac- 
complifliment    of   wickednefs  and  impiety*'*. 
The  SanniteSy  who  are  fupported  by  the  general 
^  confent  and  orthodox  tradition  of  the  Muful-  . 
mans,  entertain  a  more  impartial,  or  at  leaft 
a  more  decent,  opinion.     They  refpe£t  the 
memory  of  Abubeker,  Omar,  Othman,  and  Ali, 

>7i  The  fcbiiin  of  the  Perfians  is  explained  by  all  our  tnLveDen  of 
tke  loft  centuryy  efpedally  in  the  iid  and  iyth  volumes  of  their  mafierf 
Chardin.  Niebuhx^  though  of  inferior  merits  has  the  advantage  of  \m- 
ting  fo  ^te  as  the  year  1764  (Voyages  en  Arabie^  &c.  torn.  ii.  p.  ao8— 
233*)l  fincethe  iaefie^uaT  attempt  of  Nadir  Shah  to  change  the  religion 
of  the  .nation  (fee  his  Perfian  Hifiory  tranilated  into  French  by  Sir  Wil- 
liam Jone^  torn.  iL  p*5»6.47>  48*  I44 — ^SS*)* 

>7«  Omar  isthe  name  of  the  devil :  his  murderer  is  a  faint.  When 
tlie  Ftffians  Ihoot  with  the  bow»  they  frcStpiently  cry,  <<  May  this  arrow 
<*  go  to  the  heart  of  Omar  {"(Voyages  de  Chardm>  tom.  ii.  p.a39»  a40» 

-     15  the 
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th«  haly  atid  legitimate  fucceflbrs  of  the  prophet,  c  HA  P. 
But  they  aflign  the  laft  and  moft  humble  place  to 
the  hufiband  of  Fatima,  in  the  perfuafion  that  the 
jQirder  of  fucceffion  was  determined  by  the  degredi^ 
of  fandlity'".     An  hiftorian  who  balances  the 
four  caliphs  with  a  hand  unfliaken  by  fuperfti* 
tion,  will  calmly  pronounce,  that  their  manners 
were* alike  pure  and  exemplary;  that  their  zeal 
was  fervent,  and  probably  fincere  ;  and  that,  in 
the  midft  of  riches  and  power,  their  lives  were 
devoted  to  the  pra6i;ice  of  moral  and  religious 
duties.     But  the  public  virtues  of  Abubeker  and 
Omar,  the  prudence  of  the  firft,  the  feverity  of 
the  fecond,  maintained  the  peace  and  profperity 
of  their  reigns.    The  feeble  temper  and  declin- 
ing age  of  Othman  were  incapable  of  fuftaining 
the  weight  of  cotiqueft  and  empire.     He  chofe, 
and  he  was:  deceived  ;  he  trufted,  and  he  was 
betrayed :  the  mofl  deferving  of  the  faithful  be- 
came ufelefs  or  hoftile  to  his  government,  and 
his  laviih  bounty  was  produftive  only  of  ingra- 
titude and  difcontent.      The  fpirit  of  difcord 
went  forth  in  the  provinces,  their  deputies  afiem- 
bled  at  Medina,  and  the  Charegites,  the  def* 
perate  fanatics  who  difclaimed  the  yoke  of  fubor- 
dination  and  reafon,  were  confounded  among  the 
free-born  Arabs,  who  demanded  the  redrefs  of 
their  wrongs  and  the  punifhment  of  their  oppref- 

'7^  Thi9  gradation  of  merit  is  diilindUy  marked  in  a  creed  iUuilrated 
byReland(de  Relig.  Mohamm.  1.  i*p.37.):  and  a  Sonnite  argument 
inTerted  by  Ockley  (WL  of  the  Saiacens^  torn.  ii.  p.  230.)*  The  prac- 
tice of  curling  the  memory  of  Ali  was  aboliihed^  after  forty  years,  by 
die  Ommiades  themfelves  (D'Heibdoty  p.  690.};  and  there  are  few 
among  the  Turks  ^ho  pi^ume  to  rtyile  him  as  an  infidd  (Voyages 
d»  Chardin^  torn,  ir*  p«46*)* 

fors. 
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Q  B  AE  ibrs.    f^cMi  Cu&,  &^m  IMRxt^  €nm  Egypt^ 
■   -  ^^  &Qm  the  (tr^^  ef  .the  dej^rt,  Mney  iMfe  »  iu»at 

XiquiriDg  hkn  to«i(^Mtif  ju^e,  or  Ip  ^(kfireiid 
Sum  the  jdnraae.  His  ri^ientanoe  began  io  dtf- 
acm  ai^  4i^iife  the  i«ftu^Qts ;  bui;  tiheir  fiirjr 
mg  reki«d](j^  by  the  «ii»  (^  big  enevues ;  ssui 
the  tovgetj  of  a  fi^diow  H^fett/ywM  tmsbcwmA 
toblaftbis  r^utatioa  ao^  ^esipitM^t  his  fiU.  The 
ca^pbbaol  lo&thB'OxAy  guwdf^THigprndeo^Mrs, 
tbe  i^iiOeiQ  and  conildeftce  of  it^  MoOems: 
4uriog  a  fic^  of  &x  w^eks  big  water  aod  pi»ir> 
fioQg  <wei?e  wtercepted,  ^l  tbe  ^hle  gates  ^ 
thie  p^ace  wece  prirtistS^ed  ootj  by  ifae  firruples  lof 
ihe  lODm  ttiiBCM-ouig  jrebe)««  Fiii^ds:an  by  tbofe 
vbo  ba4  abufed  b^i  fisipU^ty*  tbe  kelplefs  and 
ve»wable  •cal^  expt^Sted  tbe  approach  of 
death:  tb^  bnoti^er^  Ayeftia  notched  at  flie 
Deatii  oT  b£ad  af tbe  aSaffins ;  and  Oltilwtto»wk;bthe  Kom 
2^^  JA  J^  iapy  was  piercftd  wiA  a  miiltitiide  ^ 
^oiie  Jf *  voiinds.  A  itnnwlt^oug  a»amby  of  fiftre  daya 
waa  ai^ated  by  the  imiigiimti&n  k^'  All :  his 
jFefolal  would  bav^e  pra^okad  a  geneial  xaaflacre* 
ia  ibis  {)ai9liil  fituatJon  be  fijppoited  the  becom- 
ing P^ide  of  the  icbkf  ^  the  HaAemiitei ;  d^ 
<eiaiiad  that  he  had  father  ffcr\^e  thaw  wign  :  ne- 
lKihedtheprefu«qptionaftbe)ltia^  aiidne- 

.i|uired  the  formal,  if  not  the  voluntary,  aflent  of 
^4^ie&4if  tfa^  natiftOi.  Habflsqiesreirheeii.ao- 
eufed  of  prompting  *he  aAaftn  tyf  Oinac  j  thou^ 
TevSA  iadi&reetly  celebrateg  4he  ^eftival  of  that 
hely  a^Hft^r.    The  quarrel  between  Othmaa  and 

his 
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his  iubjefts  was  afluaged  by  the  early  mediation  chap. 
of  Ali;  and  Haffan,  the  eldeft  of  his  fons,  was  ^^*  j 
infulted  and  wounded  in  the  defence  of  the 
caliph.  X^t  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  father  of 
Haffan  was  ftrenuous  and  fiiicere  in  his  oppo- 
iition  to  the  rebels;  and  it  is  certain  that  he 
enjoyed  the  benefit  of  their  crime.  The  temp- 
tation  was  indeed  of  fuqh  magnitude  as  might 
ilagger  and  corrupt  the  mod  obdurate  virtue. 
The  ambitious  candidate  no  longer  afpired  to 
the  barren  fceptre  of  Arabia :  the  Saracens  had 
been  vidlorious  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft ;  and  the 
wealthy  kingdoms  of  Perfia,  Syria,  and  Egypt, 
were  the  patrimony  of  the  commander  of  the 
faithful.  ' 

A  life  of  prayer  and  contemplation  had  not  Reign  of. 
chilled  the  martial  a6livity  of  Ali ;  but  rn  a  ma-  f^l^f^^. 
ti^re.  age,  after  a  long  experience  of  mankind,  he 
ftill  betrayed  in  his  condu6i  the  raflinefs  and  in- 
difcretion  of  youth.  In  the  firft  day  s  of  his  reign, 
he  neglected  to  fecure,  either  by  gifts  or  fetters, 
the  doubtful  allegiance  of  Telha  and  Zobeir,  two 
of  the  moft  powerful  of  the  Arabian  chiefs. 
They  e&aped  from  Medina  to  Mecca,  and  from 
thence  to  Baflbra ;  erected  the  ftandard  of  re- 
volt ;  and  ufurped  the  government  of  Irak,  or 
Aflyria,  which  they  had  vainly  folicited  as  the* 
reward  of  their  fervices.  The  mafk  of  patriotifm 
is  allowed  to  cover  the  moft  glaring  inconfiften- 
cies ;  and  the  enemies,  perhaps  the  affaffins,  of 
Othman  now  demanded  vengeance  for  his  blood. 
They  were  accompanied  in  their  flight  by  Ayeflia, 
the  widow  of  the  prophet,  who  cherilhed,  to  the 
laft  hour  of  her  life,  an  implacable  hatred  againft- 

VOL. 'IX.  z  the 


tb?  hufcaii4  ?nd  tiie  poft^rity  of  F*ti»ft;  Tfet 
mp^  reasonable  Mofleme  wer^  fc^qdiilifec),  th^ 
thp  iqotber  of  the  faithful  fhqvild  exppfe  in  ^  QAmp 
bftr  pprfon  ^nd  chara<3:er  j  but  th^  fuper0,itipu9 
crowd  Wfts  ^opfid^nt  that  her  pr^feocie  woul4 
f#n6tify  tbiB  jiiftjce,  aqd  afl\ir^  the  fqcc^fs,  pf  tbfiir 
cavife.  At  the  h^ad  pf  twenty  thpuf^qd  pf  bii 
Iqyal  Arabs,  and  nine  thoufand  vs^iiant  au}^liari<^ 
of  CMfa»  thp  caliph  cnpountei'pd  and  defeated  tb€^ 
iuperiof  n^n^befs  pf  the  Fpbfls  upd^r  the  waU?  of 
jjJaflTQra*  Their  leader*,  Telba  and  ^ob^ir,  w«W 
flaip  in  the  ^rfl  battle  that  ftaipQd  with  Qivil  blpod 
the  arnps  pf  thp  Moflom*.  Aft^r  pi^ng  tbr pufffe 
tbe^anljs.  to  animatp  the  troapi,  Ayefha  h»d 
chofen  her  poll  amidft  the  clangers  of  the  fie»Ui« 
In  the  heat  of  thp  a^iou,  feveoty  men»  who  held 
the  bridle  of  her  camel,  were  fMcoeffively.kiHed 
p?  \ypur)ded ;  and  the  cage  or  Utt^r  in  wbi:^h  fbe 
£>t,  was  ftuck  with  javelins  and  dart?  like  the 
qpills  of  a  porcupinet  The  venerable  cafitive 
i/u(lained  witb  firniine&  the  reproaches  oi*  the 
€onqu^rpr>  and  wa&  fpeedily  di&aifled  to  hep 
prope?  ftation,  at  the  tomhof  Mabpmet,  with  the 
vefpe^i  and  teuderneik  that  was  ftitt  due  to  the 
vjidaw  of  the  apo&le.  After  tlua  vi£lofy,  which 
wt^^  ftykd  the  I>ay  of  the  Camel,  Ali  inarched 
aj^ainft  a  more  formidable  advedary;  againft 
Moawiyab,  the  foa  of  Ahu  Sophiaa,  nrho  hftd 
aifumed  the  titiie  of  cahph,  and  who&  oktm  waa 
ftipported  by  the  Spaced  of  Syria  and  the  iBtereft 
of  the  boufe  of  Ommiyab*  From  thepai&ige  off 
Tbdp^ci^e^  t&,9  phun  of  Siffiai'^  extenda  ahmg  the 

•^*  The  plain  of  Siffinis  determined  by  QfAnviJt^  (fEuplu^itQ  et 
1^ /f igr^  p.  99.)  to  be^  tho  C»i^«»^  Baite]««»«iF  ]Vo6^^ 
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weftern  bank  oi*the  Eupbratefk  Oil  this  fpacioud  c  H  n  ft. 
ttiid  level,  theatrei  the  two  comjfMetitors  waged  e  ,  ^  ^ 
defultory  war  of  oDe  hundted  dtid  ten  days*  In 
the  courfe  of  niiiety  A&idnt  or  ikiriniflles,  th^  k^ 
of  All  Was  eilioiAted  at  twenty-£ve^  that  of  Moa- 
wijah  at  fbrtywive^  thoufadd  lUdiers  i  and  tke 
lift  of  the  flaia  Was  dignified  with  the  daixits  Of 
five  and  twenty  veterans  who  had  Ibugbt  itBeddr 
under  the  ftandard  of  Mahoi&et^  la  thil  &n- 
guinary  ccmteft^  the  lawful  caliph  di'Q)layed  a 
fupei  ior  tlmf adler  of  vakwr  and  humanity^  His 
troops  were  ftri6Uy  enjointd  to  aWaif  the  firft 
onfet  of  the  enemy^  to  fpare  thtit  flyitlg  brethren, 
And  to  refpei^  the  bodies  of  the  dead,  and  the 
challity  of  the  female  eaptives«  He  genetxKifly 
propofed  to  ikve  the  blood  of  the  Mofletns  by  a 
fingle. combat;  but  his  trembling  rival  declined 
the  challenge  as  a  ielltence  o£  inevitable  death. 
The  ranks  of  the  Syrians  were  broken  by  the 
^charge  c^  a  hero  who  was  mounted  on  a  pyebsdd 
iiorfe^  and  wielded  with  irreiiflible  foro^  his 
^lOnderous  and  two-edged  twotd^  As  oibm  as 
lie  fftiote  a  rebels  he  fiioUted  the  Allah  AGbar, 
^  God  is  victorious ;"  and  in  the  tumult  c£a  noc- 
turnal battle^be  was  heard  to  repdat  four  hundred 
times  that  tremendous  exclamatiosii  The  prince 
of  Damafcus  already  meditated  his  flight,  but  the 
t^rtattt  viaiory  was  (hatched  from  th^  grafp  of 
AU  by  the  dirobedienoe  and  entJ^u&iim  of  hk 
troops.  Their  coiifctence  was  awed  by  thfe 
folemn  appeal  to  the  books  of  the  Koran  which 
Moawiyali  exposed  on  the  foremoft  lances  ^  and 
All  was  compelled  to  yidd  to  a  dil^f aeeful  truee 
4tud  an  iniidious  Compromifo.    He  retreated  WiiEib 

7  a  forrow 


34© 


THE. DECLINE  AND  FALL 


c  H  A  F.  forrow  and  indignation  to  Cufa ;  hi^  party  wSd* 
^  difcouraged ;  the  diftant  provinces  of  Perfia,  of 
Yemen;  and  of  Egypt,  were  fubdued  or  feduced 
by  his  crafty  rival ;  and  the  ftroke  of  fanaticifm 
which  was  aimed  againft  the  three  chiefs  of  the 
nation,  was  fatal  only  to  the  coufin  of  Mahomet. 
In  the  temple  of  Mecca,  three  Charegites  or  en- 
thufiafts  difcourfed  of  the  diforders  of  the  church 
and  ftate:  they  foon  agreed,  that  the  deaths  of 
Ali,  of  Moawiyah,  and  of  his  friend  Amrou,  the 
viceroy  of  Egypt,  would  reftore  the  'peace  and 
unity  of  religion.  Each  of  the  aflaffins  chofe  h^ 
vi6fcim,  poifoned  his  dagger,  devoted  his  life,  and 
fecretly  repaired  to  the  fcene  of  a6bi6n.  Their 
refolution  was  equally  deQ)erate :  but  the  firft  miH 
took  the  perfon  of  Amrou,and  ftabbed  the  deputy 
who  occupied  his  feat ;  the  prince  of  Damafcus 
was  dangeroufly  hurt  by  the  lecond :  the  lawful 
caliph,  in  the  mofoh  of  Cufa,  received  a  mortal 
wound  from  the  hand  of  the  third.  He  expired  in 
the  fixty-thirdyear  ofhisage,  and  mercifully  re- 
commended to  his  children,  that  they  would  dis- 
patch the  murderer  by.  a  iirigle  flroke«  The  fe- 
pulchre  of  Ali'"  was  concealed  from  the  tyrants 
of  the  houfe.of  Ommiyah.*'^ ;  but  in  the  fourth  age 
of  the  Hegira,  a  tomb,  a  temple,  a  city,  arofc 

'^^  Abu]feda»  a  moderate  Sonnke,  relates  the  different  opiiuoDs  coih 
ceming  the  burial  of  Ali,  but  adopts  the  fepulchre  of  Cufa^  hodie  £una 
numeroque  religiofe  frequentantium  celebratum.  This  number  is 
reckoned  by  Niebuhr  to  amount  annually  to  -flooo  of  the  dead>  ani 
5000  of  the  living  (torn.  IL  p.  2089  209.). 

^^  All  the  tyrants  of  Periia,  from  Adhad  el  Dowlat  (A.D.  977, 
D'Herhelot,  p.  58,  59.  95.)  to  Nadir  Shah  (A.D.  1743,  Hift.  de  Nadir 
Shahy  torn.  iL  p.  155.)  have  enriched  the,  tomb  of  Ali  with  thefpoils  of 
the  people*  The  dome  is  copper,  with  a  bright  and  mafly  «lding, 
which  glitten  to  the  fun  at  ^the  diftance  of  many  a  ntle. 

II  .  near 
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near  the  ruins  of  Cufa '".    Maijy  tbotifands '^f  chap. 
the  Schiites  repofe  in  holy  ground  at  the  feet  of , 
the  vicar  of  God ;  and  the  defert  is  vivified  by 
the  numerous  and  annual  viiits  of  the  Periians^ 
who.eileem  their  devotion  not  lefs  meritorious 
than  the  pilgrimage  of  Mecca, 

The  perfecutors  of  Mahomet  ufurped  the  in»  Reign  of 
heritance  of  his  children ;  and  the  champions  of  5^^^^* 
idolatry  became  the  fupreme  heads  of  his  religiou  or  66x— .' 
and  empire.  The  oppofition  of  Abu  Sophian  had  ^^^ 
been  fierce  and  pbftinate;  his  converfion  was 
tardy  and  relufitant;  his  new  faith  was  fortified  by 
neceffity  and  interefl:;  he  ferved,  he  fought,  per- 
haps he  believed ;  and  the  fins  of  the  time  of 
ignorance  were  expiated  by  the  recent  merits  of 
the  family  of  Ommiyah.  Moawiyah,  the  fon  of 
Abu  Sophian,  and  of  the  cruel  Henda,  was  digni- 
fied in  his  early  youth  with  the  ofiice  or  title  of 
fecretary  of  the  prophet :  the  judgment  of  Omar 
-entrufl:ed  him  with  the  government  of  Syria;  and 
he  adminiftered  that  important  province  above 
forty  years  either  in  a  Subordinate  or  fupreme 
rank.  Without  renouncing  the  fame  of  valour 
^nd  liberality,  he  afFe6led  the  reputation  of  hu- 
manity  and  moderation  :  a  grateful  people  was 
attached  to  their  benefa6lor;  and  the  victorious 
'Moflems  were  enriched  with  the  fpoils  of  Cyprus 
and  Rhodes.  The  facred  duty  of  purfuing  the 
aflaflins  of  Othman  was  the  engine  and  pretence 


'77  The  city  of  A^eihed  Ali,  five  or  fix  miles  from  the  ruins  of 
Cufa,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  tp  the  fouth  of  Bagdad^  is  of  th* 
fize  and  form  of  the  modem  Jerufalem.  Mefhed  Hofein^  larger  and 
more  populous,  is  at  the  diflance  of  thirty  miles. 

23  of 
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€  it  4  F.  o#  Ih9  Mil»ttk)in  The  bloody  Ibkt  of  the  nart  jv 
^^^^  wa»  expofed  in  tfce  mofcb  of  Damafeus :  the  emir 
dbplored  the  fate  of  bi«  injnred  kmlinan ;  and 
fisty  thoufiiBd  SyriaBS  were  engaged  m  bis  ferviee 
by  an  oofeb  of  fidetrfey  and  revenge.  Amtoisty  ^e 
conqueror  of  Egypt,  bimfeif  an  ar»y,  wa9  the 
firft  who  fluted  the  neir  monarcb,  and  cKviilged 
the  dange^fous  fecret,  that  tbe  ArabiaB  eal^be 
migbt  be  treated  elibwbere  tbao  h»  tbe  eity  et 
«be  prophet  '^^  Tbe  pc^iey  ef  Meawiyab  ehided 
tbe  vatoof  of  bis  Pivat;  amd,  after  tbe  deatb  et 
AH,  be  »egoeiated  tbe  abdteatkm  o#  bia  fbn 
Hirfan,  wbofe  mind  wm  akbep  above  or  betow 
lAie  government  of  tbe  woftd,  and  who  retired 
without  a  figb  from  tbe  pahce  of  Ofa  te  ail 
bumble  cell  nearr  tbe  teflfrfx  ef  bis  grandfotber. 
The  a%iring  wiftes  ei  the  eal^  were  ^nnXfy 
evowned  by  tbe  important  cbange  of  an  eleftive 
to  a»  hereditary  kingdbffl.  Same  murnmr^  of 
Ireedom  or  fanaticifm  atteflied  tbe  retaftance  of 
the  Arabs,  and  four  eitiiena  of  Medina  reftrled 
the  ofttb^of  fideKty;  but  thedefignsof  MoawiyaK 
were  co«Ataed  with  vigour  and  addrcfs  ;  and 
his  fen  Yeztd,  a  feeble  stni  diflfolute  youtb,  mn 
ppocfewned  as  the  commander  of  the  faitSftl 
and  the  fteeeflbr  of  tbe  apoftle  of  God. 
Death  of  AfiimiHar  fl?ery  is  related  of  the  benevolence  of 
a!dX,  o««o^WteicmsofAE  Iirferving^attaWe,aflave 
6a!  10. '  had^  inadvertently  dropt  a  dSflr  of  fcaldingbrotfif 
on  his  mailer :  tbe  heedlels  wretch  fell  proftrate, 

^^  I  bocroMv  ou  t}u$.  Qccafion,  the  ilrong  fenle  ajnd  exyteSBm  oC 
Tkcitus*  (Hift;  1.4.),  Fvulgat^  in^pci-Ii  arcajip  goile  imperatorem  aJW' 
•    quam  Ronue  iierk. 

to 
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to  dejirealtebisptittiffimefiit^atid  repeated  a  verfe  C  H  Ai^ 
of  the  Komn:  «*  Paradife  is  for  tbofe  who  com-  .  3 
maud  their  aiigGfi*'-«-*"  I  am  not  angry:*' — 
*^  and  for  thofe  who  pardofi  offences:"-"**  1  paN 
"  doil  your  offfetic'e  t^*— "  attd  for  thofe  who 
^  return  gdod  for  evil :"— «'  I  give  you  your 
*«  libcf ty,  8»d  four  hundred  pieces  of  filver/* 
With  kti  eq[iial  mt^dfore*  of  piety,  Hdein,  the 
younger  brother  of  H^ti^  inherited  a  remnant 
of  bi9  fatbur**  fpJrit^  dfid  ferved  with  honoar 
againfl  tb«f  Cbrifti^pg  iii  the  fleige  of  Codftftnti- 
noplc^  Tb0prlftf(%6nitureoftbeHhe  Of  Halherti, 
and  the  h61y  ch*f*6leT  of  gfaridfon  of  the  apoftle, 
kad  centgr^d  ih  hh  pet(6t\,  and  be  tv^s  at  Uberty 
to  profoeuue  bte  tMm  ^ftibft  Yes^id  the  fyfatlt  of 
Dsimafcu^f  trh^  fices  h6  defpifed,  and  whofe 
thle  he  \u^  fi&^^r  deJgftfed  to  ackn<y^Iedge.  A  lift 
WMB  tgctei]y  imtifmitt^d  from  Cufa  to  Medina, 
rf  one  bortdf^A  md  forty  thoufand  MoftemS, 
wIni  pr^efkA  their  ^ttkchmM  io  bi^  ^atrf^,  tmd 
who  w«re  e&gm  i»  &f^^  theit  iVord^  fo  foon  a^ 
h^itMjMaffemM  the  blanks  of  the  Etff^br^eg. 
AgakrR.  tfc«  siArid6  df  hk  trifeflt  friefidi^,  he 
fdbived  t^  tr>$ft  bj»  p^ribh  and  fstmily  itt  the 
hand»  of  a  pefftdiotftf  people,  Hd  traretfed  ehe 
dafett  of  Arabia  witter  timof^^^  rti'mti^  of  wottten 
and  thikJren  j  but  ti§  he  a?p^^oached  the  confnies 
ef  If aik,  be  was  ^rftfifed  by  tbe  folifary  of  holtiie' 
4kce  of  tb^  co^asffCryj^  attd  ftrfJiffeSl^ifd  eifb^ff  the 
defoftidn  m  tmn  of  hJ*-  p^rtjr.  Ht^  fem-^  y^tr& 
j«ift;  OHefcioltoh^  *b«  g«^eF#or  of  Cfrfa,  bftrf 
citSngB^ilitscl  fl'^^  fttft  fpte*s  e^'  att^  JnflnY^i^liO'ft' ; 
attd  Bcrfcm^  i^  ihe  pfain-  of  Kwbeia^  wtf$  eticortl- 
pttffeA  by  #  body  o#  fJ^e  tAowfemi  hoiffe,  <thtf 
»  .  z  4  inteK- 
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intercepted  his  communication  with  the  city  and 
the  river.  He  might  ftill  have .  elbaped  to  a 
fortrefs  in  the  defert,  that  had  defied  the  power 
of  Cajfar  and  Chofroes,  and  confided  in  the 
fidelity  of  the  tribe  of  Tai,  which  would  have 
armed  ten  thoufand  warriors  in  his  defence.  In 
a  conference  w^ith  the  chief,  of  the  enemy^  he 
propofed  the  option  of  three  honourable. con- 
ditions ;  that  he  fhould  be  allowed  to  return  to 
Medina,  or  be  ftationed  in  a  frontier  garrifon 
againfl  the  Turks,  or  fafely  condu6ked  to  tlie 
prefence  of  Yezid.  But  the  commands  of  the 
caliph,  or  his  lieutenant,  were  ftern  and  abfolute  j 
and  Hofein  was  informed  that  he  mud  either 
fubmit  as  a  captive  and  a  criminal  to  the  com- 
manderof  the  faithful,  or  expert  the  confequences 
of  his  rebellion.  "  Do  you  think,*'  replied  he, 
"  to  terrify  me  with  death?*'  And,  during  the 
fliort  refpite  of  a  night,  he  prepared  with  calm 
and  folemn  refignation  to  encounter  his  fate. 
He  checked  the  lamentations  of  his  fifler  Fatima, 
who  deplored  the  impending  ruin  of  his  houfe. 
"  Our  trufl:,"  faid  Hofein,  "  is  in  God  alone. 
"  All  things,  both  in  heaven  and  earth,  mull 
"  perifh  and  return  to  their  creator.  My  bro- 
"  ther,  my  father,  my  mother,  were  better  than 
"  me,  and  every  Mufulman  has  an. example  in 
*'  the  prophet.'*  He  preffed  his  friends  to  con- 
fult  their  fafety  by  a  timely  flight ;  they  unani- 
moufly  refufed  to  defert  or  furvive  their  beloved 
mailer ;  and  their  courage  was  fortified  by  a  fer- 
vent prayer  and  the  aifurance  of  paradife.  On 
the  morning  of  the  fatal  day,  he  mounted  on 
horfeback,  with  his  fword  in  one. hand  and  the 

Koran 
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Koran  in  the  other  :  his  generous  band  of  mar-  chap. 
tyrs  cpnfifted  only  of  thirty-two  horfe  and  forty  ,  j^  ^ 
foot;  but  their  flanks  and  rear  were  fecured  by 
the  tent-ropes,  and  by  a  deep  trench  which  they 
had  filled  with  lighted  faggots,  according  to  the. 
practice  of  the  Arabs.  The  enemy  advanced 
with  relu6tance ;  and  one  of  their  chiefs  deferted 
with  thirty  followers,  to  claim  the  partnerfliip 
of  inevitable  death.  In  every  clofe  onfet^  or  An- 
gle combat,  the  defpair  of  the  Fatimites  was  in- 
vincible ;  but  the  furrounding  multitudes  galled 
them  from  a  diilance  with  a  cloud  of  arrows,  and 
the  horfes  and  men  were  fucceffively  fl^in :  a 
truce  was  allowed  on  both  fides  for  the  hour  of 
prayer;  and  the  battle  at  length  expired  by  the 
death  of  the  lad  of  the  companions  of  Hofein. 
Alone,  weary,  and  wounded,  h^  feated  himfelf 
at  the  door  of  his  tent.  As  he  tailed  a  drop  of 
water,  he  was  pierced  in  the  mouth  with  a  dart ; 
and  his  ion  and  nephew,  two  beautiful  youths, 
were  killed  in  his  arms.  He  lifted  his  hands  to 
heaven,  they  were  full  of  blood,  and  he  uttered 
a  funeral  prayer  for  the  living  and  the  dead.  In 
a  tranfport  of  defpair  his  fifter  iflUed  from  the 
tent,  and  adjured  the  general  of  the  Cufians, 
that  he  would  not  fufFer  Hofein  to  be  murdered 
before  his  eyes:  a  tear  trickled  down  his  vener- 
able beard ;  and  the  boldefl  of  his  foldiers  fell 
back  on  every  fide  as  the  dying  liero  threw  him- 
felf among  them.  The  remorfelefs  Shamer,  a 
name  detefted  by  the  faithful,  reproached  their 
cowardice ;  and  the  grandfon  of  Mahomet  was 
flain  with  three  and  thirty  fl:rokes  of  lances  and 
fwords.    Afler  they  ha4  trampled  on  his  body, 

they 
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they  carried  his  bead  to  the  caflle  of  Cufa,  and 
the  inhuman  Obeidollah  ftruck  him  on  the  moath 
with  a  cane  :  *'  Alas  !*'  exclaimed  an  aged 
Mnfulman,  ««  on  tbefe  lips  have  I  feen  the  lips 
^  of  the  apoAIe  of  God  V*  In  a  diftant  age  and 
diniate  the  tragic  icene  of  the  death  of  Hoiehi 
win  awaken  the  fympathy  of  the  eoldeft  reader  ''^. 
On  the  annual  feftival  (rf'his  martyrdom,  in  the 
devoot  pilgrimage  to  his  fepukbre,  his  Ferfian 
votaries  abandon  their  fouls  to  the  religioua 
ftetizy  offmtow  and  indignation  '*'. 
JSL  ^^^  ^^  fift«^»  ^^^  children  of  Ali  werer 
met  ancT  brdttgbt  itt  chains  to  the  thr<me  of  Damafcu^,  the 
^^  caliph  was  advHed  to  extirpate  the  enmity  of  at 
pc^irlar  and  boftile  race,  whom  be  had  ifffmred 
beyond  the  hope  of  recondihatioff.  But  Yerfd 
preferred  the  coinrfefe  erf' mercy ;  and  the  ntdirrtt- 
ing  fytmfy  was  hononrable  difmifled  to  taittgle 
their  tei^s  wifb  their  kindred  at  Medtrts^.  'The 
gkrf  of  martyrdom  foperfeded  the  right  of  prf- 
mo^eoitnre ;  and  the  twelve  imams  '^'y  6r  pofitiffi, 
erf  the  Ferfian  eteed  are  Ali,  Haflan,  Hofefe, 
and  the  limsl  defendants  erf  He^irr  t6  the 
irinth  genemion.    Without  arms,  or  tf eaferes, 

''^  I  have  alyi^ed  iU  IfeteMftk^  BjOraUv»  &g  OcUey  0»nWx» 
p.  ryo — %3 1.}.  It  18  long  and'  minute;  but  the  pathetic,  ahnoft  always, 
coMfii^  hr  tte  ck«u9  dl  fittk  cBtfrM^iikneAk 

'**  ^Gebubf  tkt  I^e  ^oytf^ettAnt^^  &**  torn.  ii.  p^  1^,  ««B;) 
is  perhaps  t!ie  only  Europeaa  traveller  who  has  dared  to  vifit  l^^ed 
M  sm4  MMed  nbfehy.  The  tw<r  fepulb^mr  are  k  (fie  &airdi  ^  t&e 
Turiu^  wW  ttierate  atad  taa  tfar  d«vo(k)n  of  tlvt  Parfiai»  kcftidiiw  tto 
fefiival  of  the  death  of  Hofein  k  vnply  deferibed  by  Sir  John  Chardin> 
a  tMtelter  wAom  I  &a?ire  offlett  praiied. 

;"'  The  tncrs^anidrdB  Mm$mf  m  D'itebef^C'^BMMi^ai^  iKK 
indicate  the  fucceffion;  and  the  lives  of  the  twdva  ape  gjivbfr  undttf 
tfteii*  mpc^GTt  usittiH, 

2  or 
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or  faljefts,  they  fiicceffively  enjoyed  the  vene-  C  «  A  K 
Tftticm  of  the  people,  and  provoked  the  jealoufy 
Nof  the  reigning  caliphs  j  their  tombs  at  Mecca  or 
Medina,  on  the  banks  of  the  Eaph'ntes,  or  in 
the  province  of  Chorafan,  are  ftill  vifited  by  the 
devotion  of  theit  feft.  Their  names  were  often 
the  pretence  of  fedition  and  civil  war;  but  thefe 
royal  faints  debited  the  pomp  of  the  world,  Gx\> 
mitted  to  the  will  of  God  and  the  injuftice  of 
man,  and  devoted  their  innocent  lives  to  the 
fludPy  and  prafilice  of  religion.  The  twelfth  and 
Jaft  of  the  Imams,  confpiciK>us  by  the  title  of 
MaAadij  or  the  Guide,  furpafled  the  foKtade  and 
fenSity  of  his  predeceffors.  He  concealed  him- 
felf  in  a  cavern  near  Bagdad :  the  time  and  place 
of  his  death  are  unknown ;  and  his  votaries  pre- 
tend that,  he  ftrll  lives,  and  wiH  appear  before 
the  day  of  judgment  to  overthrow  the  tyranny 
of  Dejal,  or  the  Antichrift  •**.  In  the  laple  of 
two  or  three  centuries  the  pofterity  of  Abbas, 
the  uncle  of  Mahomet,  had  multiplied  ta  the 
number  of  thirty-three  thoufand'^^:  the  race  of 
AS  migjbl  be  equally  proIiSfc ;  the  raseaneil  indi^ 
loj^oai  wsm  atwn^ethefirft  a«d  greateft  of  prrnees  ; 
^adthe  moft  eminent  were  fuppoied  to  excel  the 
fi&ek^vcm  olt  an^Sv  But  their  Bi^mfe  foftane, 
aud  the  wide  extent  of  the  Mufiitoiaii  em^Oj 

'^^  ThA  name  of  Anticbrifi  iMtf.  feeprrldurulwa^but  ttie-  JMsheine- 
tfl^DUB  bavQ  liberally  bon-owed  tiLe  £i^)lea  ofi  &¥«r)(  reliyba  (Sal&'s  Fb0^ 
limixur^  Difcourfex  ^  Sov  ^it^  In.  the  vojsL  fisfele-  «£  I%ihaa^  tw^ 
]U)cfes  i^re  aTw&ys  k£pb£»ddle(Uone  £01:  the  Mabadi  ]uinleI&t}»Q«b8r 
&r  his  liauteoant)  Jefus  the  ibo.  of  Mar]u 

"'  la  the  ^eac  q£  tike-Qe^  iqq  (A^.  v>^  Sm  D^'HeMM^ 
p.  546. 

allowed 
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CHAP,  allowed  an  ample  fcope  for  every  bold  and  artfuT 
iinpoftor,who  claimed  affinity  with  the  holy  feed : 
the  fceptre  of  the  Almohades  in  Spain  and  Afric, 
of  the  Fatimites  in  Egypt  and  Syria  ''♦,  of  the 
Sultans  of  Yemen,  and  of  the  Sophis  of  Perfia  '^^, 
has  been  confecrated  by  this  vague  and  ambigu- 
ous title.  Under  their  reigns  it  might  be  dan- 
gerous to  difpute  the  legitimacy  of  their  birth  j 
and  one  of  the  Fatimite  caliph»  filenced  an  indiil 
creet  queftion,  bydrawing  his  fcymetar :  "  This/* 
faid  Moez,  "  is  my  pedigree ;  and  thefe/'  call- 
ing an  handful  of  gold  to  his  foldiers, "  and  thefe 
"  are  my  kindred  and  my  children."  In  the 
various  conditions  of  princes,  or  do6lors,  or 
pobles,  or  merchants,  or  beggars,  a  fwarm  of 
the  genuine  or  fidlitious  defcendants  of  Maho- 
met and  Ali  is  honoured  with  the  appellation 
pf  fheiks,  or  Iherifs,  or  emirs.  In  the  Otto- 
man empire,  they  are  diftinguiftied  by  a  green 
turban,  receive  a  ftipend  from  the  treafury,  are 
judged  only  by  their  chief,  and,  however  debafed 

'^  D'Herbdot,  p.  34a.  The  enemies  of  the  Fatimites  difgraced  them 
by  a  Jewifli  origin.  Yet  they  accurately  deduced  their  genealogy  from 
*  Jaafary  the  fixth  Imam;  and  the  impartial  Abulfeda  allows  (AnnaL 
Moflem.  p.  230*)  that  they  were  owned  by  many,  qui  abfque  contro- 
yerfii  genuini  funt  Alidarum^  homine  propagiimm  fuse  gentis  exadte 
calientes.  He  quotes  fome  lines  from  the  celebrated  Sberifor  Rabdi9 
Egone  humilitatem  induam  in  terns  hofliom  ?  (I  fufpedl  him  to  be 
an  Edriifite  of  Sicily)  cum  in\^gypto  fit  Chalifa  de  gente  Aliiy  quo- 
cum  ego  communem  habeo  patrem  et  vindicem. 

***  The  kings  of  Perfia  of  the  laft  dynafty  are  defcended  from  Sheik 
Sefiy  a  faint  of  the  xivth  century,  and  through  him  from  Moiiila 
CaiTem,  the  fon  of  Hofein,  the  fon  of  Ali  (Olearius,  p.  957.  Chardin, 
twn.  iii.'p.  a88.).  But  I  cannot  trace  the  intermediate  degrees  in  any 
genuine  or  fabulous  pedigree.  If  they  were  truly  Fatimites,  they 
ihight  draw  their  origin  from  the  princes  of  Mazanderan,  who  reigned 
in  the  ixth  century  (D'Herbelot,  p.  96.). 

by 
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by.  fortune  or  chara6ter^  ftill  aflert  the  proud  chap; 
pre-eminence  of  their  birth.  A  family  of 
three  hundred  perfons,  the  pure  and  orthodox 
branch  of  the  Caliph  Haflan,  is  preferved  without 
taint  or  fufpicion  in  the  holy  cities  of  Mecca 
and  Medina,  and  ilill  retains,  after  the  revolu-^ 
tions  of  twelve  centuries,  the  cuftody  of  the 
temple  and  the  fovereignty  of  their  native  land. 
The  fame  and  merit  of  Mahomet  would  ennoble 
a  plebeian  race,  and  the  ancient  blood  of  the 
Koreiih  tranfcends  the  recent  majefty  of  the  kings 
of  the  earth  ^^, 

The  talents  of  Mahomet  are  entitled  to  our  succeftjof 
applaufe,  buthi&fuccefshas  perhaps  too  ftrongly  Mahomet.; 
attra&ed  our    admiration.     Are   we  furprifed 
tHat  a  multitude  of  profelytes  Ihould  embrace 
the  ,do6lrine  and  the  paffions  of  an  (eloquent 
fanatic  ?  In  the  herelies  of  the  church,  the  fame 
fedu6tion  has  been  tried  and  repeated  from  the 
time  of  the  apoftles  to  that  of  the  reformers. 
Does  it  feeqi  incredible   that   a   private   citi-' 
zen  ihould  grafp  the  fword  and  the  fceptre,  fub- 
due  his  native  country,  and  ereS:  a  monarchy 
by  his  vi^orious  arms?  In  the  moving  pi6ture 
of  the  dynafties  af  the  Eaft,  an  hundred  fortu- 
nate  ufurpers  .have  arifen  ^from  a  bafer  origin,- 
furmounted  more  formidable  obftacles,  and  filled' 
a  larger  fcope  of  empire  and  conqueft.     Ma- 
homet was.  alike;  inftruaed  to  preach  and  to 
%ht,  and  the  union  of  thefe  oppofite  qualities, 

'^  The  prefei^t  ftate  of  the  family  of  Mahomet .:lnd  Ali  is  moft  ac*. 
curately  defcribed  by  Demetrius  Cantemir  (HJft.of  the  Othman  Em-, 
|Hre»  p.  94.)  and  Niebuhr  (Defcription  de  TArabie,  p.  9 — 16^  317,  &t.). 
It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  the  Danii!!  travel!^  was  wiafale  to  par* 
chafe  the  chrojiiicks  of  Arabia* 

while 
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CHAP,  while  it  enhanced  his  merit,  contributed  to  his 
^  fuccefs :  the  operation  of  force  &nd  perfuafion^ 
of  enthufiafm  and  fear,  continually  a6ted  on  each 
other,  till  every  barrier  yielded  to  their irrefiftible 
power.  His  voice  invited  the  Arabs  to  freedom 
and  victory,  to  arms  and  rapine,  to  the  indul-» 
gen ce  of  their  darling  paffions  in  this  world  and 
the  other ;  the  reftraints  whidi  he  impofed  were 
requiiite  to  eftablifli  the  credit  of  the  prophet, 
and  to  exercife  the  obedience  of  the  people  ; 
and  th^  only  obje^ion  to  his  fuccefs,  was  his 
rational  creed  of  the  unity  and  perfefitions  of 
Perma-  God.  It  is  uot  the  propagation  but  the  perma- 
u^w  lo  ^^'^^y  ^i  ^^^^  religion  that  deferves  our  wonder  : 
the  £itne  pure  and  perfe£i:  iropreffion  which  he 
engraved  at  Mecca  and  Medina,  is  preferve^, 
after  the  revolutions  of  twelve  centuries,  by 
the  Indian,  the  African,  and  the  Turkilh  profe^ 
lytes  of  the  Koran.  If  the  Chriflian  apoftles, 
St.  Peter  or  St  Paul,  could  return  to  the  Vati- 
can, they  might  poffibly  inquire  the  name  of  the 
Deity  who  is  worfhipped  with  fucb  myfterious 
rites  in  that  maghiiicent  temple :  at  Oxfix'd  or 
Geneva,  they  would  experience  leis  furpnfe ;  but 
it  might  ftill  be  incumbent  on  them  to  perufe 
the  catechifm  of  the  church,  and  to  ftudy  the 
orthodox  commentators  on  their  own  writings 
and  the  words  of  their  Maflen  But  the  Tur- 
kilh dome  of  St.  Sophia,  with  aa  increaib  of 
fpiendour  and  fize,  represents  the  humUe  ta^ 
bern^cle  erected  at  Medina  by  the  hands  of 
Mahomet*  The  Mahometans  have  uniformly 
withftood  the  temptation  of  reducing  the  ob' 
je£ia  of  their  faith  Hand  devotion  to  a  leyel  with 

the 
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the  fanfes  and  imagination  of  man.    *^  I  believe  chap, 

*<  in  one  God,  and  Mahomet  the  apoftle of  God»''  ^ j^.^ 

i$  the  fiihple  ami  invariable  profeffion  of  Iflara. 
The  intelle^ual  image  of  the  Deity  has  never 
been  degraded  by  any  vifible  idol :  the  honours 
of  the  prophet  have  never  tranfgrefled  the  mea- 
&re  o£  human  virtue ;  and  his  living  precepts 
have  restrained  the  gratitude  of  his  difciples 
within  the  bounds  of  reafou  and  religion.  The 
votaries  of  Ali  have  indeed  confecrated  the  me« 
mory  of  their  hero,  his  wife,  and  his  children, 
and  fome  of  the  Perfian  doctors  pretend  that 
the  divine  eiTence  was  incarnate  in  the  perfon 
of  the  Imams  j  but  their  fuperftition  is  univer- 
faily  condemned  by  the  Spnnites;  and  their 
impiety  has  afforded  a  feafonable  warning  againft 
tlie  worfliip  of  faints*  and  martyrs.  The  meta-  ^ 
phyfical  queftions  on  the  attributes  of  God,' 
and  the  liberty  of  man,  have  been  agitated  in  th& 
fchopls  of  the  Mahometans,  as  well  as  in  thofd 
e£  the  Chriftians ;  but  among  the  former  they 
have  never  engaged  the  paffions  of  the  people 
or  difturhed  the  t/anquillity  of  the  ftate.  Thd  < 
caufe  of  this  important  difference  may  he  found 
in  the  feparation  or  union  of  the  regal  and  fa- 
cerdotal  charafi:er8.  It  was  the  interaft  of  the 
ealip^s,  the  fuoceiOTors  of  the  prophet  and  com- 
manders of  the  faithful,  to  reprefs  and  difcourage 
all  religious  innovations:  the  order,  the  difbi* 
pline,  the  temporal  and  ipiritual  ambition  of  the 
clergy,  are  unknown  to  the  Mofiems :  and  thci 
&ges'Of  the  law  are  the  guides  of  their  confcience 
and  the  oracles  of  their  fs^tb.  Frotn  the  At* 
lantio  to  the  Ganges,  the  Koran  is  acknowledged 

as 
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as  the  fundamental  code,  not  only  of  theology 
but  of  civil  and  criminal  juriiprudence ;  and  the 
laws  which  regulate  the  actions  and  the  property 
of  mankind,  are  guarded  by  the  infallible  and 
immutable  fan6lion  of  the  will  of  God.  This 
religious  fervitude  is  attended  with  fome  prac* 
tical  difadvantage ;  the  illiterate  legiflator  had 
been  often  niifled  by  his  own  prgudices  and 
thofe  of  his  country  ;  and  the  inilitutions  of  the 
Arabian  defert  may  be  ill-adapted  to  the  wealth 
and  numbers  of  Ifpahan  and  Conflantinople. 
On  thefe  occaiions,  the  Cadhi  refpe£tfuliy  places 
on  his  head  the  holy  volume,  and  fubflitutes  a 
dextrous  interpretation  more  appofite  to  the- 
principles  of  equity,  and  the  manners  and  policy 
of  the  times. 
His  merit  His  beneficial  or  pernicious  influence  on  the 
towards  public  happiucfs  is  the  laft  confideration  in  the 
'  chara£ler  of  Mahomet.  The  mod  bitter  or  mofl 
bigottedof  his  Chriftian  or  Jewiftifoes,  willfurely 
allow  that  he  aflumed  a  falfe  commiffion  to  in- 
culcate a  falutary  do6lrine,  lefs  perfect  only  than 
their  own.  He  pioufly  fuppofed,  as  the  bafis  of 
his  religion,  the  truth  and  fan6tity  of  their  prior 
revelations,  the  virtues  and  miracles  of  their 
founders.  The  idols  of  Arabia  were  broken  be- 
fore  the  throne  of  God ;  the  blood  of  human  vic- 
tims was  expiated  by  prayer,  and  fafting,  and 
alms,  the  laudable  or  innocent  arts  of  devotion ; 
and  his  rewards  and  puniihments  of  a  future  life 
were  painted  by  the  images  mofl  congenial  to  an 
ignorant  and  carnal  generation.  Mahomet  was 
perhaps  incapjable  of  di6bating  a  moral  and  po«< 

litical 
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litical  iyftem  for  the  ufe  of  his  countrymen :  but 
he  breathed  among  the  faithful  a  Ipirit  of  cha- 
rity and  friendfliip,  recommended  the  pra6lice 
of  the  focial  virtues,  and  checked,  ,by  his  laws 
and  precepts,  the  third  of  revenge  and  the  op- 
preflion  of  widows  and  orphans.  The  hoftile 
trib€;$  were  united  in  faith  and  obedience,  and 
the  valour  which  had  been  idly  fpent  in  doraeftic 
quarrels,  was  vigoroufly  dire6led  againft  a  foreign 
enemy.  Had  the  impulfe  been  lefs  powerful, 
Arabia,  free  at  home,  and  formidable  abroad, 
might  have  flouriflied  under  a  fucceflioh  of  her 
native  monarchs.  Her  fovereignty  was  loft  by 
the  extent  and  rapidity  of  conqtieft.  The  colo- 
nies of  the  nation  were  fcattered  over  the  Eaft 
and  Weft,  aT\d  their  blood  was  mingled  with  the 
blood  of  their  converts  and  captives.  After  the 
reign  of  three  caliphs,  the  throne  was  tranfport- 
ed  from  Medina  to  the  valley  of  Damafcus  and 
the  banks  of  the  Tigris ;  the  holy  cities  were  vio- 
lated by  impious  war ;  Arabia  was  ruled  by  the 
rod  of  a  fubjeft,  perhaps  of  a  ftranger;  and  the 
Bedoweens  of  the  defert,  awakening  from  their 
dream  of  dominion,  refumed  their  old  and  foli^ 
tary  independence '^7^ 

*'7  The  writers  of  the  Modern  Univerfal  Hiftciry  (vol.  i.  and  iu)  have 
compiled,  in  850  folio  pSigeSf  the  life  of  Mahomet  and  the  annals  of 
the  caliphs.  They  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  reading,  and  fometimes 
corre<5ting  the  Arabic  text ;  yet,  notwithfbmding  their  high-founding 
boafts,  I  cannot  find,  ^fter  the  conclufion  of  my  work,  that  they  have 
afforded  me  much  (if  any)  additional  information.  The  dull  inafs 
id  not  quickened  by  a  fpark  of  philofophy  or  tafte:  and  the  €om-« 
pilers  indulge  the  criticifm  of  acrimonious  bigotry  againft  Boulain- 
villiers.  Sale,  Gagnier,  and  all  who  have  treated  Mahomet  with  favou^'^ 
or  evenjuftice. 

VOL*  ix.  A  A 
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CHAP.    Lt. 

The  Conqueji  ofPerfia^  Syria^  Egypt^  Jilfi'ica^  and 
Spain  J  hy  the  Arabs  or  Sardcen^. -^Empire  of 
the  Caliphs  J  or  Succejfors  qf  Mahomet^-'-^State 
of  the  Chri/lians^  S^c.  under  their  Governments  . 

CHAP.  "^HE  revolution  of  Arabia  had  not  changed 
^  ~^~^  the  character  of  the  Arabs  j  the  death  of 
Union  of  Mfthomet  was  the  fignal  of  independence }  and 
^K.TyX%L  *^®  hafty  ftru6lure  of  his  power  ahd  religion  tot- 
tered to  its  foundations.  Afoiall  and  :^ithful 
band  of  his  primitive  difciples  had  liflened  to  his 
eloquence,  and  ihared  his  diilrefs ;  had  fled  with 
the  apoftle  from  the  persecution  of  Mecca,  or  had 
received  the  fugitive  in  the  walls  of  Medina. 
The  increafing  myriads^  who  acknowledged  Ma^ 
hornet  as  their  king  and  prophet,  had  been  com- 
pelled by  his  arms,  or  allured  by  his  prolperity. 
The  polytheifl:s  were  confounded  by  the  fimple 
idiea  of  a  folitary  and  invifible  God :  the  pride 
of  the  Chrillians  and  Jews  difdained  the  yoke 
of  a  mortal  and  coritemporai-y  legiflator.  Their 
habits  of  faith  and  obedience  were  not  fufficiently 
confirmed ;  and  many  of  the  new  conv^ts  re- 
gretted  the  venerable  antiquity  of  the  law  of 
Mofes,  or  the  rites  and  myfteries  of  the  Catholic 
church,  or  the  idols,  the  facrifices,  the  joyous 
feflivals,  of  their  Pagan  anceftors.     The  jarring 

interefls 
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interefts  and  hereditary  feu^a  of  the  Afabiaa  c  H  A  p« 
tribes  h«d  not  yet  coalefoed  in.a  fyftem  of  union  ^' 
tsd  fubordinatibn :  and  the  Baurbarians  were  im-. 
patient  of  the  mildeft  arid  moid  falutary  Jaws 
that  curbed  thieir  paffions^  or  violatied  their  cufi 
toms.  They  fubcpitted  with  relu^filance  to  the 
religious  precepts  of  the  Koran,  the  abftineacc 
from  wine,  the  faft  of  the  Eaniadan,  and  the 
daily  repetition  of  five  prayers ;  and  the  alms 
and  tithes,  which  were  colleSed  for  the  treafury 
of  Medina,  could  :be  diftinguilhed  only  by  a  name 
from  the  payment  of  a  perpetual  and  ignomi* 
nioufi  tribute.  The  example  of  Mahomet  had 
excit^  a  fylrit  of  fanaticifm  or  impofture,  and 
feveral  of  his  rivals  prefuraed  to  imitate  the  con- 
duct and  defy  the  authority  of  the  living  pro- 
phets At  the  head  of  the  fugitives  and  auxiliaries^ 
the  firft  caliph  was  reduced  to  the  cities  of  Mecca, 
Medina,  and  Tayef ;  and  perhaps  the  Koreifli 
would  have  reftored  the  idols  of  the  Caaba,  if 
their  levity  had  not  be.en  checked  by  a  feafon- 
able  reproof.  "  Ye  men  of  Mecca,  will  ye  b^ 
<*  the  laft  to  embrace  and  the  firft  to  abandon 
^*  the  religion  of  lilam  ?*'  After  exhorting  the 
Moflems  to  confide  in  the  aid  of  God  and  his 
apofUe,  Abttbeker  refolved,  by  a  vigorous  attack, 
to  prevent  the  jundtion  of  the  rebels.  The 
women  and  children  were  fafely  lodged  in  the 
cavities  of  the  mountains  :  the  warrior^,  march- 
ing under  eleven  banners,  diffufed  the  terror  of 
their  arms;  and  the  appearance  of  a  militairy 
force  revived  and  Confirmed  the  loyalty  of  th^ 
faitbful.    The  inconftant  tribee  /W:ftpptftd.,  with 

A  A  2  humble 
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CHAP,  humble  repentance,  the  duties  of  prayer,  and 
failing,  and  alms;  and,  after  fome  examples  of 
fuccefs  and  feverity,  the  moft  daring  apoftates 
fell  proftrate  before  the  fword  of  the  Lord  and 
of  Caled.  In  the  fertile  province  of  Yemanah', 
between  the  Red  Sea  and  the  Gulpli  of  Perfia,  in 
a  city  not  inferior  to  Medina  itfelf,  a  powerful 
chief,  his  name  was  Mofeilama,  had  affumed  the 
chara6ler  of  a  prophet,  and  the  tribe  of  Hanifa 
liftened  to  his  voice.  A  female  prophetefs  was  at- 
tracted by  his  reputation :  the  decencies  of  words 
and  a6iions  were  fpurned  by  thefe  favourites 
of  heaven* ;  and  they  employed  feveral  days  in 
myflic  and  amorous  converfe.  An  obfcure  (en- 
tence  of  his  Koran,  or  book,  is  yet  extant^;  and. 


'  See  the  defcription  of  the  city  and  country  of  Al  Yamanahy  in 
Abulfedat  Defcript.  Anibiae,  p.  6o»  6i.  In  the  xiiith  centiiry,  there 
Mrere  fome  ruins»  and  a  few  palms ;  but  in  the  prefent  century*  the 
lame  gi^imd  is  occupied  by  the  vifions  and  arms  of  a  modem  prophet* 
whole  tenets  are  imperfe^y  known  (Niebuhr*  Defcripdon»  de  I'Arabie, 
p.  996 — 3oa0» 

'  Their  firft  falutation  may  be  tranfcribed*  but  cannot  ht  tranflated. 
k  was  thus  that  Mofeilama  faid  or  fung: 

Suige  tandem  itaque  ftremie  permolenda;  nam  ih'atus  tilu  tfaorvs 
eft. 

Aut  in  propatolo  tentoria  fi  veUs»  aut  in  abditioke  cubiculo  fi  malis ; 

Aut  fiipinam  te  humi  exporredtam  fuf%abo»  fi  velis*  aut  fi  nudit 
manibus  pedibufque  nixam. 

Aut  D   vehis  ejus  (Priafi)  geimno  tfiente*    aot   fi   miafis  totus 
venlana. 

Imoy.totus  venito*  O  Apoftole  Dd  Hamahat  fccmina.     Id  i{^um 
tlicebat. 

Moieflama  miiki  .<]uoi|Ufe  fii^geffit  "DeviB. 
The  propheteis  SQg)ah>  aftjer  the  fall  of  her  Jover»  returned  to  idplatry ; 
but>  under  the  reign  of  Moawiyah>  Ihe  became  a  Mufidman*  atid  died 
ait  Baflm  (Abilfieda,  Arnial.  verC  Retftaeup.  63.> 

^  Sfir  this  tta^tt  whkh  dexiionfintes  a  God  from  the  work  of  gene- 
ration} in  Abulpharagios  (Spedroen  Hiift.  Arabumy  p.  13*  and  Dynaft* 
p.  io3.)Mid  AjK^tKk  (Amu!,  p.  63.> 

*  in 
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in  the  pride  of  his'miffibn,  Mofeilama  conde-  CH.ap. 
fcended  to  offer  a  partition  of  the  earth.  The  ,_^^^_j 
propofai  was  anfwered  by  Maliomet  with  con- 
tempt ;  but  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the  irapoftor 
awakened  the  fears  of  his  fucceflbr :  forty  thou- 
fand  .Moflems  were  aflembled  under  the  ftandard 
of  Caled  ;  and  the  exiftence  of  their  faith  was 
refigned  to  the  event  of  a  decifive  battle.  In 
the  firft  a6lion  they  were  repulfed  with  the  lofs 
of  twelve  hundred  men  ;  but  the  fkill  and  per. 
feverance  of  their  general  prevailed  :  their  defeat 
y^r^LS  avenged  by  the  flaughter  of  ten  thoufand 
infidels ;  and  Mofeilama  himfelf  was  pierced  by 
an  ^Ethiopian  flave  with  the  fame  javelin  which 
had  mortally  wounded  the  uncle  of  Mahomet. 
-The  various  rebels  of  Arabia,  without  a  chief  or 
a  caufe,  were  fpeedily  fupprefTed  by  the  power 
and  difcipline  of  the  rifing  monarchy  ;  and  the 
whole  nation  again  profefled,  and  moire  ftedfaflly 
held,  the  religion  of  the  Koran.  The  anibition 
of  the  caliphs  provided  an  immediate  exercife 
for  the  refllefs  Ijpirit  of  the  Saracens  ;  their  va- 
lour was  united  in  the  profecution  of  an  holy 
war ;  and  their  enthufiafm  was .  equally  con- 
firmed by  oppofition  and  victory, 

•  From  the  rapid  conquefts  of  the  Saracens  a  pre-  Chara<fte 
.fumption  will  naturally  arife,  that  the  firfl  caliphs  f^^f^^ 
commanded  in  perfon  the  armies  of  the  faithful, 

•  and  fought  the  crown  of  martyrdom  in  the  foreftofl 
ranks  of  the  battle.     The  courage  of  Abubeker  -*, 

^  His  reign  iu  Eutychius,  torn.  ii.  p.  251.  Elmacin,  p.  18.  Abul- 
pharagius,  p,  108.     Abulfeda,  p.  60.    D'Herbelot,  p.  5  8* 

A  A  3  Omar^ 
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Omar  %  and  Othman  %  had  indeed  been  tried 
in  the  perfecution  and  wars  of  the  pro{)het; 
and  the  perfonal  affurance-of  paradife  mull  have 
taught  them  to  defpife  the  pleafures  and  dan- 
gers of  the  prefent  world.     But  they  afcended 
the  throne  in.  a  venerable  or  mature  zge ;  and 
eileemed  th$   domeftic  cares  of  religion  and 
juftice  the  mod  important  duties  of  a  fovereign. 
fe^cept  the  prefence  of  Omar  at  the  fiege  of  Je- 
rufdem^  the  lottgeft  expeditions  were  the  fVe- 
^uent  pilgrimage  from  Medina  to  Mecca ;  and 
they  calmly  received  the  tidings  of  vi<ftory  as  they 
prayed  or  preached  before  the  fepulchre  of  the 
prophet.  The  auftere  and  frugal  meafure  of  their 
liv^s  was  the  efFe6):  of  virtue  or  habit,  and  the 
pride  of  their  fimplicity  infulted  the  vain  magni- 
ficence of  the  kings  of  the  earth.     When  Abu- 
t)eker  affiimed  the  office  of  caliph,  he  enjoined  his 
daughter  Ayefha  to  take  a  drift  account  of  his 
•private  patrimony,   that  it  might  be  evident 
whether  he  were  enriched  or  impoverifhed  by 
the  fervice  of  the  date.     He  thought  himfelf  en- 
titled to  a  dipend  of  three  pieces  of  gold,  with 
the  fiifficient  maintenance  of  a  fingl^  camel  and 
a  black  flave  ;  but  on  the  Friday  of  each  week, 
he  diftributed  the  refidue  of  his  own  and  the 
{mblic  money,  firft  to  the  moll  worthy,  and  theti 
to  the  mod  indigent^  of  the  Modems.     The  re- 
mains df  his  wealth,  a  ooaife  garment,  and  five 

*  His  rcign  in  Eutychius,  p.  264.  Elmacin,  p.  36.  Abulphara- 
giu9»  p.  no.     Abulfeda,  p.  66.     D'HerbeIot»  p.  686. 

^  His  rdSgn  in  fiutycKhiS)  p.  323.  Elmacin,  p.  3i*  Abulpliaragiusy 
p.  115.     Abtiljfeda,  p.  75.     Dlierbfclot,  p.  &95,  •' 

16  pieces 
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pieces  of  gold,  were  delivered  to  ^is  fkcc^sffca,  C  Q  A  P. 
who  lamented  with  a  modeft  iigh,  hia  own  in*.  ^  ^' 
ability  to  equal  fudi  an  adnurable  model.    Y^t 
the  abftinence  and  humility  of  Omar  were  not 
infericMT  to  the  virtues  of  Abubeker  i  his  food 
confifted  of  bariey^faread  or  dat^s  i  bis  drink  wa;$ 
water  ;  be  preached  in  a  gown  that  was  torn  or 
tattered  in  twelve  places ;  and  a  Perfian  iatrap^ 
who  paid  his  homage  to  the  conqueror,  foi}«4 
htm  alleep  among  the  beggars  on  the  Heps  of 
the  mofeh  of  Medina.    (Ecxxaqmy  is  the  Source 
of  liberality^  and  the  increafe  of  the  revenue 
enabled  Omar  to  eftaUilh  ajldl  and  perpetual 
reward  for  the  paft  and  prefent  fervices  of  the 
&ithfuL      Carelefs  of  his  own  emolument,  he 
afligned  to  Abbas,  the  uncle  <£  the  prophet,  the 
firft  and  moft  ample  allowance  of  twenty-five 
tboiifiind  drams  or  pieces  of  £lver«    ^ive  thpu^ 
fend  were  allotted  to  each  of  the  aged  ward(«cS9 
the  relics  of  the  fieid  of  Bedec,  and  ^  laft  aD4 
meaneftof^  cam{^ionsof  Malaomet  was  dii^ 
tinguiflied  by  the  annual  reuord  of  .threte  thou- 
fand  pieces^    One  thoufand  wafi  >th6  ilijp^ettd  of 
the  veterans  who  had  fou^t  in  the  £rfl  (batlJbl^ 
figainft  the  Greeks  and  Eecfians,  and  the  4&- 
creafing  pay,  as  low  as  fifty  pieces  of  filv^%  wias 
adapted  to  the  refpefilive  mearit  and  feiiiority  Off 
the  foldiers  of  Omar.     Under  his  reign,  and  that 
of  his  predecefror,jthe  conquerorsofthe  Eaftwere 
'the  trufty  iervairts  of  God  aiidilie  people :  the 
jnafs  of  the  public  treafure  was  confecrated  to 
the  expenoes  of  peace  and  wor^  a  prudent  mix- 
ture of  juftice  and  bounty,  maiurtaiwed  the  dif- 
A  A  4  ciptine 
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ciplirie  of  the  Saracens,  and  they  united,  by  a 
rare  felicity,  the  difpatch    and .  execution  of 
defpotifm,  with  the  equal  and  frugal  maxims  of 
a  republican  government.     The  heroic  courage 
of  AH',  the  confummate  prudence  of  Moawiyah% 
excited  the  emulation  of  their  fubje6ts  ;  and  the 
talants  which  had  been  exercifed  in  the  fqhool 
of  civil  difcord,  were  more  ufefuUy  applied  to 
propagate  the  faith  and  dominion  of  the  pro^ 
phet.     In  the  floth  and  vanity  of  the  palace  of 
Damafcus,  the  fucceeding  prijaces  of  the  houfe 
of  Ommiyah  were  alike  destitute  of  the  qualifi- 
cations of  ftatefmen  and  of  laiixts^     Yet  the 
fpoils  of  unknown  nations  were  continually  laid 
at  the  foot  of  their  throne,  wd  the  uniform  at 
cent  of  the  Arabian  greatnefs  muft  be  afcribed  to 
the  fpirit  of  the  nation  rather  ths^n  the  abilities 
of  their  chiefs.     A  large  d6du6t;ion  muft  be  aU 
lowed  for  the  weaknefs  of  th^ir  enemies.     Th^ 
birth  of  Mahomet  was  fortunately  placed  in  the 
moft  degenerate  and  diforderly  period  of  the 
Perflans,  the  Romans,  and  the  Barbarians  of 
^Europ^ :  the  empires  of  Trajan,  or  e.v^n  of  Con^ 
<ftantine  or  Charlemagne,  would  have  repelled 
the  affault  of  tiie  naked  Saracens,  and  the  torrent 
of  fanaticifm  might  have  been  pbfcurely.  loft  ii;i 
the.  fands  of  Arabia.  :..  . 

'  His  reign  inEutychius,  p.  343*  EImacinip.51.  Abulpharaglus, 
p.  117.     Abulfeda,  p.  83.     D'Herbclot,  p.  89, 

"^  His  reignin  Etitychiu8,p.344.  £l|nacli|9  p.  54.  Abulpharagius, 
p. 1 2^.    Abulfeda,  p.ioi.     D'Herbelot,  p.  586. 

^  Their  reigns  ui  Eutychlus,  torn.  ii.  p.  360—395.  Elmacin,  p.59 
■—108.  AbuIpharagins'Dynaft.  ix.  p.ia4— 139..  Abu]fbda»  p.iii 
.■r-3C4i»  D'Herbelot,  Bibliotheque  Or^entalei  p.  691.  ^d  the  parti :i\. 
lar  article  of  the  Ommiaiies.  '        \. 

In 
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In  the  vi6lorious  days  of  the  Roman  republic,  c  h  a.P. 
,  it  had  bieen  the  aim  of  the  fenate  to  confine  their  .  ^"  , 
confuls  and  legions  to  a  fingle  war,  and  com-  Their  conr 
pletely  to  fupprefs  a  firft  enemy  before  they  pro-  ^"^^* 
voked  the  hoftilities  of  a  fecond.  Thefe  timid 
misixims  of  policy  were  difdained  by  the  magna- 
nimityor  enthufiafm  of  the  Arabian  c^iliphs.  With 
the  fame  vigour  and  fuccefs  they  invaded  the  fuc- 
ceffprs  of  Auguftus,and  thofe  of  Artaxerxes;  and 
the  rival  monarchies  at  the  fame  inftant  became 
^the  prey  of  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been  fo 
long  accuilomed  to  defpife.  In  the  ten  years  of 
the  adminiftration  of  Omar,  the  Saracens  reduced 
to  his  obedience  thirty-fix  thoufand  cities  or  ca£* 
ties,  deftroyed  four  thoufand  churches  or  temples 
of  the  unbelievers,  and  edified  fourteen  hundred 
mofchs  for  the  exercife  of  the  religion  of  Maho- 
met. One  hundred  years  after  his  flight  from 
Mecca,  the  arms  and  the  refgn  of  his  fuccet 
fors  extended  from  India  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
over  the  various  and  diftant  provinces,  which  ' 

may  be  comprifed  under  the  names  of,  I.  Perfia; 
II.  Syria;  III.  Egypt;  IV.  Africa;  andj  V.Spain. 
Under  this  general  divifion,  I  (hall  proceed  to 
ynfold  thefe  memorable  tranfa6lions ;  difpatch- 
ing  with  brevity  the  remote  and  lefs  intereft- 
ing  conquefts  of  the  Eafl:,  and  reiferving  a  fuller 
narrative  for  thofe  domefl:ic  countries^  which 
had  been  included  within  the  pale  of  the  Roman 
empire,  Yet  I  mud  excufe  my  own  defedls  by 
a  jufi;  complaint  of  the  blindneis  and  infufficiency 
pf  my  guides,  The  Greeks^,  fo  loquacious  in 
^  ^  CQ^trcH 
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CHAP,  controverfy,  have  not  been  aaxiOu«  to  cele- 
brate the'  triumphs  of  theif  t^aemhs  '^  After 
a  century  of  igoorance,  the  firft  annals  ^  the 
Mufulmans  were  colled»d  in  a  great  tneafure 
from  the  voice  of  trnditiwi"-  Among  the  nu^ 
xaerous  produ£tions  of  Arabic  and  Ferfiaa 
literature '%  our  interprctcrB  haye  fclefiled  the 


'  "®  For  the  ▼iith  and  viiith  century,  we  iare  feurcly  any  original 
'mdence  of  tbe  Byzaatisc  hlftfxians,  except  ihe  CSktonklesoE  Tfaeo- 
{ihanes  (Theophanis  Confeflbris  Chronographia,  Gr.  et  Lat.  cum  nods 
Jacob!  Goar..  Paris,  1655^  in  fofio);  and  the  Abridgment  ^f  NicejAo- 
mis  (Kitepkori  Pitiiaiths  C.P.  ficevianun  Bitaaamxt  Gc  ft  i^. 
jPans9  IJ6489  in  folio),  who  both  lived  in  the  b^gumin;^  of  the  ixth 
century  (fee  Hanckius  de  Scriptor.  Byzant.  p.  300—246.).  Tlieir 
r^MHeinporary,  Phctius,  ^oes  not  feem  to  he  maet  opdeot.  Afbor 
jH-aifi]^  the  fiyle  of  Nicepdiorus,  he  adcb»  Kou  i?M$  iroXXup  eo  tv  tf^ 
uvTH  a/jcoK^wrto^voq  tvj^  t^i;  Iro^i^y  t&  <mvy^ec^y  and  only  complains  of 
1^  extreme  bre^  (Phot. 'BIbfiot.  Cod.  Ixna.  p.  looJ).  Some  addhiMB 
may  be  gfeaned  from  the  niore  vecent  Htftones  of  •Ciedre&us  ai)fi  Zo- 
naras  of  the  xiith  century. 

"  T^aia,  cr  Ai  Tabari,  a  nattve  of  Taboreftant  a  famous  Imam  of 
Bagdad*  and  the  Livy  of  jthe  Arabians,  finifhed  his  genera!  hiftory  in 
jflie  year  -of  llic  Hegim  301  <  A-D.  -91 4.).  At  'die  requeft  <tf  bis  (rieiids, 
<he  neduced  a  ^work  <£  30,000  ibeete  to  a  mone  reidbnable  fixe.  But 
his  Arahk  original  is  known  only  by  the  Pecfian  and  Turkifh  veriions. 
*I%e  Baracenk  hiftory  of  £bn  AmM,  tn*  Elmaciny  4b  ftad  to  be  an 
abri^gmen^  of.  die  gnat  Tabao  (OtUey's  IBiit  qf  the  Sasacoift, 
vol.  ii.  preface,  p..xx]dx.  and,  lift  of  authors,  D'Herbelot,  p.  866. 
^70.  It)t4.)- '  * 

*'  Bdides  the  lifts  of  authors  framed  by  Prideaux  (Life  of  Mahomet, 
*^«  r79-.^lB9.)»  Ockfey  (at  ^  end  xX  Ym  fecond  ifoKmie),  end  Petk  de 
Ja  Cnofix  {BA^  dp  pei^K»n>  p.5«5— 5Jf«?)>  we  find  m  the  Biblio- 
theque  Orientale  Tarikh,  a  catalogue  of  two  or  three  hundred  hiftories 
-Or  dnDnides  of  the  "Eaft,  of  iwhichirot  mtjre  'flian  three  or  four  are 
t^Aidfa  tbon  TabarL  A  Jireiy  fcetch  of  iQiftfi^  iitsrature  is  ^ivea  fay 
Rfiike  {in  Jiis  Prodidagmata  ad  Hagji  Chalifas  Mbrum^memorialem  ad 
^cem  Abulfedae  Tahiike'Syr:se,Xij^8e,  1766);  but  his  projed  add 
*x1k  ffkcsidi  rttdom  >*f  Batk  tie  (h  Croix  tHJt.jnte  Ttrnor  dUbc,  maui. 
^£ace  p^jdv^iiaTe  fiiilen.to^e  {round. 


imperfea 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  3^3 

imperfedl  (ketches  of  ^  rtore  recent  age  '\  c  H  A  R 
The  art  and  genius  of  hiftory  have  ever  been 
unknown  to  the  Afiatics  '* ;  they  are  ignorant 
of  the  laws  of  criticifm ;  and  our  anonkiQi  chro* 
nicies  of  the  fame  period  may  be  compared  to 
their  mod  popular  works,  which  are  never  vivi- 
fied by  the  fpirit  of  philoibphy  and  freedom. 
The  Oriental  Ubrmy  of  a  Frendiman  •*  would 
inftruft  the  moll  learned  mufti  of  the  Eaft;  and 
perhaps  the  Arabs  might  not  find  in  a  fingle 
hiftorian,  fo  clear  and  comprahenfive  a  narra- 


^  The  particular  hrftariam  and  geograpl^n  will  be  ooc&fionaSy 
ititrO(IcR:e(L  The  four  fbllowing  titles  re|Mrefeat  the  Aaixals  which 
have  guided  me  in  thia  general  narrative,  i.  ^nnaks  Eutjfcbih  Pa' 
triarchaa:  Alex  and rtnii  ab  EJtvardo  PococAiof  Oxoiu  1656^  ft  ntoUm 
in  4to«  A  p6mpouft  edition  of  an  indzfferent  author  traaflated  by  Po* 
<:ock  to  gratify  the  Prefbyterian  prejudice  of  his  friend  Selden.  a* 
Hifloria Saracenica  Oeorgii  Blmacin'h  typerd  et  Jtudio  Thom^t  Erpini^ 
in  4t09  Jbugd,  Biitan;orumi^^%$.  He  is  faid  to  have  haftily  tranflated 
a  corrupt  MS.9  and  his  verfion  is  often  deficient  In  ftyleand  fenfe.  3* 
Htflcria  compendiofa  Dynajliarum  a  Gregorioy  Abufpharagio^  inter* 
prete  Edvfordo  Pocockio  in  4to»  O^on.  i66j«  More  ttfeful  for  the 
literary  than  the  civil  hiftory  of  the  Eaft.  4.  Abulfeda  Annaht 
Mojlemict  ad  Ann.  Hegirx  ccccvi.  a  Jo.  Jac.  Reijtef  in  4to>  Lipfia% 
X754.  The  beft  of  our  chronicksy  both  for  the  t^rigiinal  Yer&»,  yet 
how  far  below  the  name  of  Abulfeda.  V^e  know  that  he  wrote  at 
Hamah,  in  the  xivth  century.  The  three  foniier  were  Chriftians  of 
the  xth»  xiith,  and  xiiith  centuries ;  the  two  firft)  nativfls  of  £gypt ; 
a  Melchite,  patriarchy  and  a  Jacobite  ftribe. 

'^  M.  de  Guignes  (Hift.  des  Huas»  torn.  i.  pref*  p.  six.  xx.)  has  <cha« 
ra^^erifedy  with  truth  and  knowledge^  the  two  forts  of  Arabian  hifto- 
rians>  the  dry  annatift,  and  the  tuitiidand  floweiy  orator. 

'^  Bibliotheque  Orientale,  par  M.  D'Herbelot,  in  folioy  Paris  1697. 
For  the  charadler  of  the  reQ>edlable  author,  confult  his  friend  Theve- 
tiot  (Voyages  du  Levant,  part  L  chap.  x.).  His  work  is  tm  agticeable 
mifceUany  whkh  auift  gratify  every  talte;  but  I  never  camAigeftthe 
alphabetical  order ;  and  I  find  him  mott  ikti^a(Story  in  the  P«rBaft 
than  the  Arabic  hiltery.  ^e  receiit  fopplemcttt  Irom  the  papers  df 
M.M.  Vifdelou  and  Galland  (in  folio,  La  flay«, »  779)  is  (tf  a  ioBufem. 
9a&9  a  medley  of  tales,  proverbs^  and  Chilu^  ^tiiguitieB. 
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CHAP,  tive  of  their  own  exploits,  as  that  which  will  be 
^}^'  _f  deduced  in  the  enfuing  flieets. 
Invafion  of  .    I.  In  the  firft  year  of  the  firft  caliph,  his  lieu- 
^^;?*!       tenant   Caled,  the    Sword  of   God,    and  the 
fcourge  of  the  infidels,  advanced  to  the  banks 
of  the  Euphrates,  and  reduced  the  cities  of  An- 
bar  and  Hira.     Weftward  of  the  ruins  of  Baby- 
lon, a  tribe  of  fedentai*y  Arabs  had  fixed  them- 
felves  on  the  verge  of  the  defert ;  and  Hira  was 
the  feat  of  a  race  of  kings  who  had  embraced 
the  Chriflian  religion,  and  reigned  above  fix. 
hundred  years  under  the  fliadow  of  the  throne 
of  Perfia  '*.  The  laft  of  the  Mondars  was  defeated 
and  flain  by  Caled  ;  his  fon  was  fent  a  captive 
to  Medina;  his  nobles  bowed  before  the  fucceC 
for  of  the  prophet:    the  people  was  tempted 
by   the  example   and  fuccefs   of  their   coun- 
trymen: and  the  caliph  accepted  as  the  firft- 
fruits  of  foreign  conqueft,  an   annual  tribute 
of  feventy  thoufand  pieces  of  gold.     The  con- 
querors, and  even  their  hiftorians,   were  afto- 
nifhed  by  the  dawn  of  their  future  greatnels: 
**  In   the  fame  year,**  fays  Elmacin,  **  Caled 
*^  fought  many  fignal  battles;  an  immenfe  muU 
*'  titude  of  the  infidels  was  flaughtered;  and 
•*  fpoils,  infinite  and  innumerable,  were  acquired  . 
<'  by  the  vidlorious  Moflems''."    But  the  invin- 
cible 

'*  Pocock  will  explain  the  chronology  (Specimen  Hift.  Arabunxy 
p.  66—74.)  and  D'Anville  the  geography  (rEuphrate  et  1e  Tigrc, 
p>i25.)b  of  the  dynafty  of  the  Almondars.  The  Englifh  fcholar 
imd^ood  more  Arabic  than  the  Mufti  of  Aleppo  (Ockley,  vol.  iL 
p.  34.);  the  French  geographer  is  equally  at  home  in  every  age  and 
every  climate  of  the  world. 

*7  Fecit  et  Chaled  plurima  in  hoc  anno  prcelia^  in  quibos  ^cemn 
Mnflimiy  et  infideUum  immeofi  multitudioe  oecifa  fpolia  infinita  et 
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cible  Caled  was  foon  transferred  to  the  Syrian  chap. 

/  T  T 

war:  the  invafion  of  the  Perfian  frontier  was  con*  ,  r~*^ 
ducted  bylefs  active  or  lefs  prudent  commanders : 
the  Saracens  were  repulfed  with  lofs  in  the  paflage 
of  the  Euphrates;  and,  though  they  chaftifed  the 
infolent  purfuit  of  the  Magians,  their  remaining 
forces  ftill  hovered  in  the  defert  of  Babylon. 

The  indignation  and  fears  of  the  Perfians  fuf-  cadlfi^^ 
pended  for  a  moment  their  inteftinedivifions.  £y  AJ).636. 
the  unanimous  fentence  of  the  prieftsand  nobles, 
their  Queen  Arzema  was  depofed;  the  iixth  of 
the  tranfient  i^lirpers,  «vho  had  arifen  and  va* 
iiifhed  in  three  or  four  years,  fince  the  death  of 
Cholroes  and  the  retreat  of  Heraclius.  Her  tiara 
was  placed  on  the  head  of  Yezdegerd,  the  grand- 
fon  of  Chofioes ;  and  the  fame  asra,  which  coin- 
cides with*  an  aftronomical  period '%  has  record- 
ed the  fall  of  the  SaiTanian  dy^atty  and  the  reli- 
gion of  Zoroafter  *^  The  youth  and  inexperience 

innumera  funt  na<5li  (Hift.  Saraceni{:a»  p.  20.).  The  Chrlitian  annaliA 
ilides  into  tke  nationai  and  compendious  term  of  infidels ^  and  I  often 
adopt  (I  hope  without  fcandal)  this  charadteriftic  mode  of  expreffion.. 

"  A  cycle  of  lao  years,  the  end  of  which  an  intercalary  month  of 
30  days  Hipplied  the  ufe  of  our  Biffextiley  and  reiK>red  the  integrity  of 
the  folar  year.  In  a  great  revolution  of  1440  years  this  intercalation 
was  fucceflively  removed  from  the  firft  to  the  twelfth  month  ;  but 
Hyde  and  Freret  are  involved  in  a*  profound  controverfy,  whether  the 
twelve  or  only  eight  of  thefe  changes  were  accompliihed  before  the 
aera  of  Yezdegerd,  which  is  unanimoufly  fixed  to  the  i6th  of  June 
AJ>.  631.  How  laborioufly  does  the  curious  fpirit  of  Europe  explore 
the  darkeft  and  moft  diftant  antiquities  (Hyde,  de  Religione  Per&rum 
c,i4 — 18.  p.  181 — an.  Freret  in  the  Mem.  de  TAcademie  des  In- 
fcriptions,  tom.  xvi.  p.  233  -  267.) ! 

*^  Nine  days  after  the  death  of  Mahomet  (7th  June  A.D.  632.)»  we 
find  the  aera  of  Yezdegerd  (i6th  June>  A,D.  6^%,)  and  his  acceilion 
cannot  be  pofiponed  beyond  the  end  of  the  firft  year.  His  prede- 
ceflbrs  cduld  not  therefore  refill  the  arms  of  the  Caliph  Omar ;  an4 
thefe  nhqueftionable  dates  overthrow  the  thoughtlefs  chronology  of 
Abelphasagius*    See  Ockle/s  Hift.  of  the  Saracens>  yol.i.  p.z^o. 
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of  the  prince,  he  was  only  fifteen  years  of  age, 
declined  a  perilous  encounter;  the  royal  ftandard 
was  delivered  into  the  hands  of  bis  general  Rut 
tarn  ;  and  a  remnant  of  thirty  thoufand  regular 
troops  was  fwelled  in  truth,  or  in  opinion,  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  fubje^ts,  or  allies, 
of  the  great  king.   The  Moflems,  whofe  numbers 
were  reinforced  from  twelve  to  thirty  thoufand, 
hadpitched  their  camp  in  the  plains  of  Cadefia***: 
and  their  line,  though  it  confifted  of  fewer  men^ 
could  produce  more  Jbldiers  than  the  unwieldy 
hod  of  the  infidels.     I  fliall  here  obferve  what  I 
muft  often  repeat,  that  the  charge  of  the  Arabs 
was  not  like  that  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  the 
effort  of  a  firm  and  compa6t  infantry  :  their  mi- 
litary force  was  chiefly  formed  of  cavalry  and 
archers ;  and  the  engagement,  which  was  often 
interrupted  and  often  renewed  by  fingle  combats 
and  flying  fkirmifhes,  might  be  protraAed  with* 
out  any  deciiive  event  to  the  continuance  of 
feveral  days.  The  periods  .of  the  battle  of  Cadefia 
were  difl:ingui(hed  by  their  peculiar  appellations. 
The  firil,  from  the  well-timed  appearance  of  fix 
thoufand  of  the  Syrian  brethrfeB,  was  denomi- 
nated the  d^y  oijuccour*    The  day  of  ceiicuffion 
might  exprefs  the  diforder  of  one,  or  perliaps  of 
both,  of  the  contending  armiep*  The  third,  a  noc- 
turbal  tumult,  received  the  whimfical  name  of  the 
4iight  of  barkingy  from  the  diicordant  rdamourjs, 
which  were  compared  to  the  inarticulate  founds 

^  CadsfiAf  i«y8  the  il^biaa  gcQgmpher  (p^xjx.]^  itjA  janyac 
folkudixie)  6i  leagues  &oin  Bagda4»  aad  two'fliiti«ii»  fitqm  Ciifr.  Ot- 
ter (Voyage,  torn.  i.p.  163.}  reckons  15  laigiiei»  and  obftnt^  tiiat 
the  place  b  fuppUed  with  dates  and  water. 

of 
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mf  the  fierceft  animals^  The  mortting  of  the  fuc- 
ceeding  day  determined  the  fate  of  Perfia ;  and  a 
iealbnable  whirlwind  drovea  cloud  of  dud  againfl 
the  faces  of  the  unbelievers.  Theclangor  of  arms 
was  re-echoed  to  the  tent  o(  RuftMd,  who,  far 
unlike  the  ancient  her6  <^  hi6  name,  was  gently 
reclining  in  a  cool  and  tratiquil  Ibade,  amidft  the 
baggage  of  his  Camp,  and  the  train  of  mules  that 
weit^  laden  with  gold  and  filver.  On  the  found 
of  danger  he  flarted  from  his  couch ;  but  his  flight 
was  overtaken  by  a  valiant  Arab,  who  caught  him 
by  the  foot,  ftruck  off  bis  head,  hoifted  it  on  a 
lance,  and  inftantly  returning  to  the  field  of  bat- 
tle, carried  flaughter  and  difmay  among  the 
thicked  ranks  of  the  Perfians.  The  Saracens 
confe&  a  lofs  of  feven  thouiand  five  hundred 
men ;  and  the  battle  of  Cadefla  is  juflly  defcribed 
by  the  epithets  of  obftinate  and  atrocious  *'.  The 
ftandard  of  the  monarchy  was  overthrown  and 
Captured  in  the  field^-^a  leather i^  apron  of  a  black', 
fmith,  who,  in  ancient  times,  had  arifen  the  ddi- 
verer  of  Perfia ;  but  this  badge  of  heroic  poverty 
was  diiguifed,  and  almoft  concealed  by  a  prpfu* 
fion  of  precious  gems  ^\  After  this  vidlory,  the 
wealdiy  province  of  Irak,  or  Aflyria,  fubmitted 
to  the  caliph,  and  his  conquefts  were  firmly  efta^ 
bliihed  by  the  fpeedy  foundation  of  Bi^ora '%  a 

place 

"  Atrox>  contumaxy  plus  femel  renovatum,  are  the  well-chofen 
exprtfiielis  of  ike  ttranflator  of  Vlbulfedit  (Reiike^  {>.  69.^}. 

•'  D'Hetbeldty  ffibKothegoe  Oriemale.  p.  ay;.  34S. 

^^  The  reader  may  fatufy  htnfelf  on  the  fubje£l  of  Baflbray  by  con- 
fultlng  the  foUowins^  writers:  Oeofra^.  Nubiens.  p.iax.  D'HeiMoty 
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CHAP,  place  which  ever  commanfis  the  trade  and  navi- 
gation of  the  Perfians.    At  the  diftance  of  four- 
fcore  miles  from  the  gulf,  the  Euphrates  and 
Tigris  unite  in  a  broad  and  direct  current,  which 
is  aptly  ftyled  the^river  of  the  Arabs.  In  the  mid- 
way, between  the  junction  and  the  mouth  of  thefe 
famous  ilreams,  the  new  fettlement  was  planted 
on  the  weftern  bank  :  the  firft  colony  was  com- 
pofed  of  eight  hundred  Moilems  ;  but  the  influ- 
ence  of  the  fituation  foon  reared  a  flouriChing  and 
populous  capital.     The  air,  though  exceffively 
hot,  is  pure  arid  healthy :  the  meadows  are  filled 
with  palm-trees  and  cattle;  and  one  of  the  adja- 
cent vallies  has  been  celebrated  among  the  four 
Founda-     paradifes  or  gardens  of  Afia.    Under  the  firft 
tion  of       caliphs,  the  jurifdi^tion  of  this  Arabian  colony 
^*      extended  over  the  fouthern  provinces  of  Perfia : 
the  city  has  been  fan6iified  by  the  tombs  of  the 
companions  and  martyrs ;  and  the  veffels  of  Eu- 
rope Hill  frequent  the  port  of  Baflbra,  as  a  conve- 
nient  ilation  and  paflage  of  the  Indian  trade. 
Sack  of        After  the  defeat  of Cadefia,  a  country  int^rfe^led 
5^^^*    by  rivers  and  canals  might  have  oppofed  ah  infu- 
Marcb.      perahle  barrier  to  the  vi6lorious  cavalry ;  and  the 
walls  of  Ctefiphon  or  JVIadayn,  which  had  refilled 
the  battering  ramsof  the  Romans, wouldnothave 
yielded  to  the  darts  of  the  Saracens.    But  the  fly- 
ing Perfians  were  overcome  by  the  belief,  that  the 
laft  day  of  their  religion  and  empire  was  at  hand : 

Bibljotheque  Onentale»  p.i9a.  D'Anville»  I'Euphrate  et  le  Tigre^ 
p.130. 133. 145.  Raynal>  Hiil.  Philofo|thique  des  deux  ludes,  toin.u. 
p.9Z-:-ioo.  Voyages  di  IHetro  della  Valley  tom.iv.p.37o— 391.  De 
Tavernier,  torn.  i.  p.»4o— 247.  De  ThevMiot,  torn.  ii.  p.  545 — ^584. 
D'Otter,  torn.  ii.  p.  45—7^  I^e  Niebuhf,  torn.  ii.  p.  272— 199. 
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the  ftrorigeft  pods  were  abandoned  by  treachery  chap* 
or  cowardice  ;  and  the  King,  with  a  part  of  his  ,  j^i 
family  and  treafures,  efcaped  to  Holwan  at  the 
foot  of  the  Median  hills.  In  the  third  month 
after  the  battle.  Said,  the  lieutenant  of  Omar, 
paiTed  the  Tigris  without  oppofition :  the  capital 
was  taken  by  aflault ;  and  the  diforderly  refift- 
anceofthe  people  gave  a  keener  edge  to  the 
iabres  of  the  Moflems,  who  fhouted  with  religious 
tranlport, "  This  is  the  white  palace  of  Chofroes; 
^  this  is  the  promife  of  the  apoflle  of  God  !** 
The  naked  robbers  of  the  defert  were  fuddenly 
enriched  beyond  the  meafiire  of  their  hope 
or  knowledge.  Each  chamber  revealed  a  new 
treafure  fecreted  with  art,  or  oftentatioufly  diC? 
played :  the  gold  and  filver,  the  various  ward- 
robes and  precious  furniture,  furpafled  (fays 
Abulfeda)  the  eftimate  of  fancy  or  numbers;  and 
another  hiftorian  defines  the  untold  and  almoii 
infinite  mafs,  by  the  fabulous  computation  of 
three  thoufands  of  thoufands  of  tboufands  of 
pieces  of  gold  ^^  Some  minute  though  curious 
fa6i;s  reprefent  the  contrail  of  riches  and  igno* 
ranee.  From  the  remote  iflands  of  the  Indian 
Ocean,  a  large  provifion  of  camphire  *^  had  been 

*♦  Mente  vix  poteft  numerove  cotnprehendi  quanta  fpoila 

BoAris  ceflerint.  Abulfeda»  p.  69.  Yet  I  fHU  fufpedlf  that  the  extra- 
vagant numbers  of  Elmacin  may  be  the  error,  not  of  the  text,  but  of 
tJie  verfion.  The  belt  tranflators  from  the  Greek,  fo^  inllance,  I  find 
to  be  .very  poor  arit^metic^ns. 

*'  The  camphire  tree  grows  in  China  and  Japan ;  but  many  hundred 
weijg^ht  of  tholb  meaner  forts  are  exch^ged  for  a  iingle  pouiid  ot  the 
more  predons  gum  of  Borneo  and  Sumatra  (Raynal,  Hift.  Philofbph* 
tom.i.  p.  3  6a — 365*.  DiiSlIonnau^  d'Hlft.  Naturelle  par  Boraare. 
Millar's  Gardener's  Di<5lionary),  Thefe  may  be  the  iflands  of  the  firft 
climate  fron>  whence  the  Arabians  imported  their  camphire  (Cr^ograpl)* 
JSFub.  p.  34,  35.  D'Herbelot,  p.  a3»,). . 

^  VOL.  IX.  ,      » B  imported, 
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CHAP,  imported,  which  is  emplo3red  with  a  tnixture  of 
j^l^  p  wax  to  ilhiraitiate  the  palaces  of  the  Eaft. 
Strangers  to  the  name  and  properties  of  that 
odoriferotis  gum,  the  Saracens  miftaking  it  for 
ialt,  mingled  the  camphire  in  their  bread,  and 
were  aftoniifaed  at  the  bittemefs  of  the  tafte. 
One  of  the  apartments  of  the  palace  was  decora^ 
ted  with  a  carpet  of  filk,  fixty  cubits  in  lengthy 
and  as  many  in  breadth :  a  paradife  or  garden 
was  depi£lured  on  the  ground:  the  flowers^ 
fruits,  and  ihrubs,  were  imitated  by  the  figures 
of  the  gold  embroidery,  atid  the  colours  of  the 
precious  Hones ;  and  the  ample  fquare  was 
encircled  by  a  variegated  and  verdant  border. 
The  Arabian  general  perfuaded  his  foldiers  to 
relinquifli  their  claim,  in  the  reafonable  hope 
that  the  eyes  of  the  caliph  would  be  delighted 
with  the  fplendid  workmanfhip  of  nature  and 
induflry.  Regardlefs  of  the  merit  of  art,  and  the 
pomp  of  royalty,  the  rigid  Omar  divided  the 
prize  among  his  brethren  of  Medina  :  the  pidture 
was  deftroyed  ;  but  fuch  was  the  intrinfic  value 
of  the  materials,  that  the  iliare  of  Ali  alone  was 
fold  for  twenty  thoufand  drams.  A  mule  that 
carried  away  the  tiara  and  cuirafs,  the  belt  and 
bracelets  of  Chofroes,  was  overtaken  by  the  pur- 
itfers:  thegorgeods  trophy  was  prefented  to  the 
commander  of  the  faithful ;  and  the  graveft  of  the. 
companions  condefcended  to  fmile  when  they 
beheld  the  white  beard,  hairy  arms,  and  uncouth 
figure  of  the  veteran^  who  was  invelled  with  the 
i^oils  of  the  Great  King  *^  The  fack  of  Ctefiphon 

^  See  Gagnier,  Vie  de  MaWmet,  torn,  u  p.  3  76,  377;  I  may  credit 
tht  fjtiSip  without  believing  the  prophecy. 

was 
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Was  iTollowed  by  its  defertion  and  gtadual  decay,  chap. 
The  Saracens  difliked  the  air  and  fituation  of  the  . ^'  ^ 
j^lace  ;  and  Omar  was  advifed  by  his  general  tb  Founda- 
remiDve  thie  feat  of  government  to  the  wefterti  ^  ^ 
tide  of  the  Euphrates.  In  every  age  the  founda- 
tion and  ruin  of  the  Alfyrian  cities  has  been  eafy 
and  rapid :  the  couhtry  is  deftitute  of  ftone  and 
timber ;  and  the  mod  folid  Uruftures''^  are  com- 
pofed  of  bricks  baked  in  the  fun,  and  joined  by  a 
cement  of  the  native  bitumen.  The  name  of 
Ctifh  *'  defcribes  an  habitation  of  reeds  and  earth  ^ 
but  the  importance  of  the  tiew  capital  was  fup- 
ported  by  the  numbers,  wealth,  and  fpirit  of  a 
colony  of  veterans  ;  and  theit  licentioufriefs  was 
indulged  by  the  wifeft  caliphs,  who  were  appre- 
henfive  of  provoking  the  revolt  of  an  hundred 
ihoufand  fwords  :  "  Ye  men  of  Cufa,'*  faid  Ali^ 
ivhb  folicited  their  aid,  "  you  have  been  always 
<*  confpicuous  by  your  valour.  You  conquered 
*^  the  Perfian  King,  and  fcattered  his  forced,  till 
**  you  h3,d  taken  pofleflion  of  his  inheritance.** 
This  mighty  conqueft  was  atchie  ved  by  the  battleS 
of  jalula  and  Nehavend.  After  the  lofs  of  the  for- 
trier,Yezdegerd  fled  from  Holwah,and  concealed 
his  fhame  and  defpaif  in  the  mountains  of  Fariif- 
tan,  from  whence  Cyrus  had  defcended  with  his 
equal  and  valiant  companions.  The  courage  of  the 

*7  The  moft  confiderable  rvdiis  of  Alfyria  are  the  toWdr  of  Bbha,  tA         • 
Babylon,  and  the  hall  of  Chofi^s,  at  Cte^hon :  they  have  been  ^fited 
by  that  vain  and  curious  traveller  Retro  d^a  VaMe  (torn.  i.  p,jif^ 

^  Co'nfult  the  ai  tide  of  Cgu/ah  in  the  ESbllotheque  of  D'fiferbelot 
(^.  277,  «78.)>aild  the  Tecond  volirtne  of  Ockley's  Hiiiory,  particularly 
p. -40.  and  153. 

B  B  2  nation 
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C  H  A  B.  nation  furvived  that  of  the  monarch  :  among  th^ 
hills  to  the  fouth  of  Ecbatana  or  Hamadan^  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  Perfians  made  a  third 
and  final  ftand  for  their  religion  and  country  ; 
and  the  decifive  battle  of  Nehavend  was  ftyled 
by  the  Arabs  the  vifilory  of  vi6lories.  If  it  be 
true  that  the  flying  general  of  the  Perfians  waa 
flopt  and  o^:ertaken  in  a  crowd  of  mules  and 
camels  laden  with  honey,  the  incident,  however 
.  flight  or  Angular,  will  denote  the  luxurious  im- 
pediments of  an  Oriental  array  *^ 

Crihqueft        The  geography  of  Perfia  is  darkly  delineated  by 
a!^  '    *^^  Greeks  and  Latins ;  but  the  mod  illuftrious  of 

*37— 6ji.  her  cities  appear  to  be  more  ancient  than  the  in- 
yafion  of  the  Arabs.  By  the  redudlion  of  Ha- 
madan  and  Ifpahan,  of  Cafwin,  Tauris,  and  Rei, 
they  gradually  approached  the  fliores  of  the  Caf- 
pian  Sea;  and  the  orators  of  Mecca  might  applaud 
the  fuccefs  and  fpirit  of  the  faithful,  who  had 
already  \o&.  fight  of  the  northern  bear,  and  had 
almoft  tranfcended  the  bounds  of  the  habitable 
world  '^  Again  turning  towards  the  Wefl;  and  the 
Roman  empire,  they  repaffed  the  Tigris  over  the 
bridge  of  Moful,  and,  in  the  captive  provinces  of 

^  See  the  article  of  NeJbavendt  in  lyHerbeloti  p.  6679  668. ;  and 
Voyages  en  Tnrquie  et  en  Perfby  par  Otter^  torn,  u  p.  z^x* 

^°  It  18  in  fuch  a  fiyle  of  ignorance  and  wonder  that  the  Athenian' 
orator  defcribes  the  Ar<Stic  conqueils  of  Alexander,  who  never  advanced 
beyond  the  ihores  of  the  Cafpian,  AXf^ay^po;  c$»  msafKrti  xix^m^ 
wmiitmst  «^i7«iciy9  v»ayn  y^^nr^KH.  Efchines  cpntra  Ctefiphontem» 
tQin.iiLp,5^4.  edit.  Grtec.  Orator.  Reiike.  This  memorable  canfe 
was  pleaded  at  Athens*  Olymp.  cxii.  3.  (before  Chrift  330),  in  the 
autumn  (Tay!er>  prsefat.  p.  370)  &c)  ftbout  a  yiear  after  the  battle  of 
Arb^U ;  and  Alexander,  in  the  purfuit  of  Darius,  was  marching 
towards  Hyicania  afid  BadUiana* 

Armenia 
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Armenia  and  Mefopotaiiiia,  embraced  their  vie*  c  H  A  P. 
tbrious  brethren  of  the  Syrian  army.  From  the 
palace  of  Madayn  their  Eaftern  progrefs  was  not 
lefs  rapid  or  extenfive.  They  advanced  along  the 
Tigris  and  the  Gulf ;  penetrated  through  the 
paffes  of  the  mountains  into  the  valley  of  Eftachar 
or  Perfepolis  ;  and  profaned  the  laft  fanftuary  of 
of  the  Magian  empire.  The  grandfon  of  Chofroes' 
was  nearly  furprifed  among  the  falling  columns 
sind  mutilated  figures  :  a  fad  emblem  of  the  pafl 
and  prefent  fortune  of  Perfia^*:  he  fled  with 
accelerated  hafte  over  the  defert  of  Kirman,  im- 
plored  the  aid  of  the  warlike  Segeftans,  and 
fought  an  humble  refuge  on  the  verge  of  the 
Turkilh  and  Chinefe  power.  But  a  viftorious 
army  is  infenfible  of  fatigue :  the  Arabs  divided 
their  forces  in  the  purfuit  of  a  timorous  enemy  j 
and  the  Caliph  Othman  promifed  the  govern- 
ment of  Chorafan  to  the  firft  general  who  Ihould 
enter  that  large  and  populous  country,  the  king- 
dom of  the  ancient  Ba^lrians.  The  condition 
was  accepted;  the  prize  was  deferved ;  thefl:and- 
ard  of  Mahomet  was  planted  on  the  walls  of 
Herat,  Merou,  and  Balch ;  and  the  fuccefsful 
leader  neither  halted  nor  repofed  till  his  foaming 
cavalry  had  tafted  the  waters  of  the  Oxus.  In 
the  public  anarchy,  the  independent  governors 
of  the  cities  and  caffles  obtained  their  feparate 
capitulations:  tlie  terms  were  granted  or  impoled 

3*  We  are  indebted  for  this  curious  particular  to  the  Dynaftle?  of 
Abulpharagius,  p.  116.;  but  it  is  needlefs  to  prove  the  identity  of 
EiUehar  and  Perfepolis  (D'Herbelot,  p-  327.);  and  ftill  more  needlefk 
to  copy  the  drawings  and  defcriptions  of  Sir  John  Chardin,  or  Cai^ 
neille  le  Bniyii. 

B  B  3  by 
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CHAP,  by  the  efteem,  the  prudence^  or  the  compaffion^ 
j^_^  of  the  vidkors  ;  and  b,  fimple  profeffion  of  faith 
eftablifhed  the  diftin6tion  bet^^een  a  brother  and 
a  flave*  After  a  noble  defence,  Hannozaiit 
the  prince  or  fatrap  of  Ahwas^  and  Sufa,  waa 
compelled  to  furrender  his  perfon  and  his  ftate 
to  the  difcretion  of  the  caliph ;  and  their  inter- 
view exhibits  a  portrait  of  the  Arabian  maAners, 
In  the  prefence,  and  by  the  command^  of  Omari^ 
the  gay  Barbarian  was  defpoiled  of  his,  filken 
robes  embroidered  with  gold,  aud  of*  his  tiara, 
bedecked  with  rubier  and  emeralds;  "  Are  yoU 
*^  now  fenfible/*  faid  the  conqueror  to  his  n.aked 
captivis ;  ''  af e  you  now  fenfible  of  the  judg- 
•*  ment  of  God,  and  of  the  different  rewa,rds  of 
*•  infidelity  and  obedience  V^  "  Alas !"  replied 
Harmo^an,  "  I  feel  them  too  deepl3%  In  tha 
**  days  of  our  coipmon  ignorance,  we  fought 
**  with  the  weapons  of  the  flefh,  and  n\y  nation, 
**  was  foperior.  God  was  then  neuter:  fince 
♦*  he  has  efpoufed  your  quarrel,  you  have  fub^ 
**  verted  our  kingdom  and  religion."  Opprefled 
by  thid  painful  dialogue,  the  ferfian  complained 
of  intolerable  thirft,  but  difcovered  fome  appre- 
benfions  left  he  fhould.  be  killed  whilft  be  waa 
drinking  a  cup  of  water.  "  Be  of  good  courage,*' 
faid  the  caliph,  "  your  life  is  fafe  till  you  have 
^^  dranH  this  water;"  the  crafly  fatrap  accepted 
the  affurance,  and  inflantly  daflied  the  vafe 
againft  the  ground,  Omar  would  have  avenged 
the  deceit ;  but  his  companions  reprefented  the 
fitnStity  of  an  oath ;  and  the  Q)eedy  converfion 
of  Harmozan  entitled  hiq>  not  only  to  a  free  par, 
.    .  ^  don. 
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don,  but  even  to  a  flipend  of  two  thou&nd  pieces  CHAP, 
of  gold.      The  adminiftration  of  Pier0a  was  ^^' 
regulated  by  an  actual  furvey  of  the  peo{)le,  r 
the  cattle,  and  the  fruits  of  the  earth  ^* ;  an() 
this  monument,  which  attefts  the  vigilance  of 
the  caliphs,  might  have  inftrudted  the  philofb- 
phers  of  every  age  '^ 

The  flight  of  Yesdegerd  had  carried  him  Deatb  of 
beyond  the  Oxus,  and  as  far  as  the  Jaixaiies,  two  ^  ^ 
rivers  *^  of  ancient  and  modern  renown,  which  a.d.  651* 
deicend  from  the  mountains  of  India  towards  the 
Cafpian  Sea.    He  was  holpitably  entertained  by 
Tarkhan,  Prince  of  Fargana  ^%  a  fertile  province 
on  the  Jaxartes :  the  King  of  Samarcand,  with 
the  Turkifh  tribes  of  Sogdiana  and  Scythia,  were 
moved  by  the  lamentations  and  promifes  of  the 
fallen  monarch ;  and  he  folicited,  by  afuppliant 
embafiy,  the  more  folid  and  powerful  friendfiiip 
of  the  Emptor  c^  China  ^\    The  virtuous  Tait# 

fong, 

^  After  the  camiueft  of  Perfia,  TheofJianes  adds>  «vtw  St  tv  xfvm 
tntXwJTt  Ov^apo;  ofwyfu^ratu  iraaxti  tw  vx  cunm  MX&jLtevify.  ty^tro  it 
9)  etmypet^  xai  ai^puvw  km  xtwaw  km  (ptnm  (Chronograph,  p.  383*). 

^  Amidft  our  meagre  rtlatioafy  I  muft  r^fet»  that  Dllerbelot  has 
jPOt  found  and  ufed  a  Fb*fian  tranflation  of  Taban»  enriched^  as  hf 
fays,  with  many  extra^s  from  the  native  hiftonans  of  the  Ghehers  or 
llibgi  (l^hliotheque  Onentaky  p.  ioi4.> 

^  The  moft  authentic  accounts  of  the  two  rivers>  the  SAca 
(Jaxartes)^  and  the  Gihon  (Ozus^  may  be  found  in  Shenf  al  £dril| 
Geograph.  Nubiens.  p.xjS.)^  Abulfeda  (Defcript.  Chorafan.  in 
Hudfon,  torn.  ill.  p.  23.)»  Abulghazi  Khan>  who  reigned  on  their 
iKmlKs  (Hift«  Genealogique  des  Tatars,  p.  3^57-7^^>  V^  th» 
Turkiih  Geographer,  a  MS.  in  the  King  of  France^  library  (Examem 
Antique  des  QHIofieiQ  d'Alesxandity  p.  194— -360*). 

^'  The  territory  of  Fergana  is  defcribed  by  Abu]feda>  p.  761  77* 

^  £0  redegit  anguftiarum  eundem  regem  exfulem,  ut  Turcjci  rpgi^ 

f^  S^gdiaua,  et  Stne&iisi  auxilia  miifis  Uteris  imploraret  (Abulfi^, 

B  B  4  ,  AjuuU 
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QUA  F.  fong  ",  the  firft  of  the  dynafty  ^f  the  Tang,  may 
]^'_  ,  bejuftly  compared  with  the  Antonines  of  Rome: 
his  people  enjoyed  the  bleffings  of  ptofperity  and 
peace ;  and  his  dominion  was  acknowledged  by 
forty-four  hords  of  the  Barbarians  of  Tartary^ 
His  lad  garrifons  of  Cafhgar,  and  Khoten  rnain^ 
tained  a  frequent  intercourfe  with  their  neigh- 
bours: of  the  Jaxartfes  and  Oxus:  a  recent  colony 
of  Perfians  bad  introduced  into  China  the 
atftronoray  of  the  Magi;  and  Taitfong  might  be 
alarmed  by  the  rapid  progrefs  and  dangerous 
vicinity  of  the  Arabs.  The  influence,  and  per- 
haps the  fupplies  of  China  revived  the  hopes , 
of  Ye^jdegerd  and  the  zeal  of  the  worfliippers 
of  fire ;  and  he  returned  with  an  army  of  Turks 
to  conquer  the  inheritance  of  his  fathers*  The 
fortunate  Moflems,  without  unlheathing  their 
fwords,  were  the  fpefl:ators  of  hi&  ruin  and 
death.  The  grandfon  of  Chofroes  was  betrayed 
by  his  fervant,  infulted  by  the  feditious  inha- 
bitants of  Merou,  and  opprefled,  defeated,  and 
purfued,  by  his  Barbarian  allies.  He  reached 
the  banks  of  a  river,  and  offered  his  rings  and 
bracelets  for  an  inilant  paflage  in  a  miller's,  boat. 
Ignorant  or  infenfible  of  royal  diftrefs,  theruftic 
replied,  that  four  drams  of  filver  were  the  daily 
profit  of  his  mill,  and  that  he  would  not  fufpend 
his  work  unlefe  the  lofs  wer^  repaid*    In  this 

Annal.  p.  74.).  The  conneiflion  of  the  Periiaa  and  ChmeTe  hifloiy  Is 
ilkiifarated  by  Fref^  (Mem.  de  I'Academiey  torn.  xvL  p.  245 — %55*^ 
and  de  Guignes  (Hift.  des  Huns^  torn,  iu  p.  54^— 59*)  and  for  t]i9 
geography  of  the  borders,  torn,  ii-  p.  r — ^43. 

^  HiiL  Slnica,  p,  41-— 46.  in  the  iiid  part  of  the  Relations  Cjuriettles 
AfThevenot^ 

.     .  moment 
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moment  of  hefitation  and  delay,  the  laft  of  the  CH  A  P. 
Saffaniap  kings  was  overtaken  and  flaughtered  ^  ^'^  _} 
bytheTurkifti  cavalry,  in  the  nineteenth  year  of 
his  unhappy  reign 3'.  His  fon  Firuz,  an  humble 
client  of  the  Chinefe  emperor,  accepted  the  fta- 
tion  of  captain  of  his  guards ;  and  the  Magian 
worihip  was  long  prefer ved  by  a  colony  of  loyal 
fexiles  in  the  province  of  Bucharia.  His  grand- 
fon  inherited  the  regal  name ;  but  after  a  faint 
and  fruitlefs  entei'prife, he  returned  toChina,and 
ended.his  days  in  the  palace  of  Sigan.  The  male' 
line  of  the  Saffanides  was  extindl ;  but  the  female 
l*aptives,  the  daughters  of  Perfia,  were  given  to 
the  conquerors  in  fervitude,  or  marriage ;  and 
the  race  of  the  caliphs  and  imams  was  ennobled 
by  the  blood  of  their  royal  mothers  *^ 

After  the  fall  of  the  Perfian  kingdom,  the  river  The  coa- 
Oxus  divided  the  territories  of  the  Saracens  and  Tranfoxi- 
of  the  Turks.     This  narrow  boundary  Was  foon  ana,A.ix 
civerleaped  by  the  fpirit  of  the   Arabs :    the  ^^^ 
governofs  of  Chorafan  extended  their  fucceffive 
inroads ;  and  one  of  their  triumphs  was  adorned 
with  the  bulkin  of  a  Turkifh  queen,  which  (he 
dropt  in  her  precipitate  flight  beyond  the  hills 


^  I  have  endeavoured  to  harmonize  the  various  narratives  of  Elmacia 
(Hift.  Saracen,  p.  37.)>  Abulpharagius  (Dynaft.  p.  116.),  Abulfeda  (An- 
oal.  p.  74.  79.)>  and  D'Herbelbt  (p.  485.).  The  end  of  Yezdegerd. 
was  not  only  lufortunate  but  obfcure. 

^  The  two  daughters  of  Yezdegerd  married  Hailan»  the  fon  of  Ali>. 
V^d  Mohammedy  the  fon  of  Abubeker ;  and  the  firft  of  thefe  vfis  the 
father  of  a  numerous  progeny.  The  daughter  of  Phirouz  became  the 
wife  of  the  Caliph  Walid,  and  their  fon  Hezid  derived  his  genuine  or 
fabulous  de{(:ent  from  the  Chofroes  of  Perfia^  the  Caefars  of  Rome,  and. 
die  Chagans  of  the  Turl^s  or  Avars  (D'Hetbebti  Bibliot.  Orienule* 
p.96.487-> 
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ofBachani^.  But  the  final  ecmqoeft  of  TibbC^o. 
$M^9  as  well  as  of  i^[nud,  was  referved  for  tbe 
glorious  reign  of  the  inaftive  Walid;  and  the 
same  of  Catibah,  the  camel  driver,  dedares  the 
origin  and  merit  of  his  fuccdsful  lieutenants 
While  one  of  bis  colleagues  difplayed  the  firft 
Mahometan  banner  on  the  banks  of  the  Indus^ 
the  ipaeious  regions  between  the  Qxus,  the 
Jaiisirtea,  and  the  C^lpian  Sea»  were  reduced  by 
the  arms  of  Catibah  to  the  obedience  of  tbci 
prc^het  and  of  the  caliph^.  A  tribute  of  twa 
millions  of  pieces  of  gold  was  impofed  on  thq 
ipfidels :  their  idols  were  burnt  or  broken :  tb^ 
Jdufulman  chief  pronounced  a  fermon  in  the  new 
mofph  pf  Carizme:  after  fevend  battles,  th^ 
Turkifli  hords  were  driven  hack  to  the  defert  & 
and  the  emperors  of  China  fotiqited  the  £ri^d- 
flip  of  the  vi^orious  Arabs.  Tq  their  induftrf^ 
t|^  proi^erity  <^  the  provmce,  the  Sogdiana  of 
tbe  anci^pt^,  may  la  a  great  mc^ure  bQ  aferibed  t 


^  It  was  valued  at  2000  pUces  of  gold,  and  was  the  prize  of  Obei- 
d^lbh  the  ion  of  Ziyady  a>  name  afterwards  infamoaa  by  the  nuirder  of 
Hofew  (Ocklej's  Qiilory  of  the  Si(racens»  y<^vu  p.^14^  i<3*>  Hit 
brother  Salem  was  accompanied  by  his  wife*  the  firft  Arabian  woman 
(A.  D.  680),  who  pafled  the  Oxus :  ihe  borrowed^  or  rather  fiole,  the 
crown  and  Jewels  of  the  Princefs  of  the  Sogdians  (p*S3X9  S32*). 

<*  A  part  of  Abulfeda's  geography  is  translated  by  Greavesy  inferte<i 
in  HAidibQ's  coIle<flion  of  the  minor  geographers  (tom.iii-)»  and  en- 
titled,  Defbriptio  Choraftniae  et  Matajaralnabr^ty  id  eft$  reg^onum  extra 
fiuvium,  Oxum,  p..8o«  The  name  of  Trans-oxiatuh  fofter  in  fbund» 
equivalent  in  fcnfeji.  is  aptly  ufed  by  Petit  de  la  Cpoix  (Hift.  de  Gengif- 
can,  &c.)»  and  fome  modem  Ori^ntalifis,  but  they  are  mifiaken.m 
afcribing  it  to  the  writers  of  antiquity* 

^  The  conqueAs  of  Catibah  are  faintly  marked  b^r  Eboacin  (HiiL 
Saracen^  p.  84.),  D'Herbelot  (Bibliot.  OrmU  C^thib^  Sam.t^awJ^ 
Falid)t  and  de  Gyignes  (Hi^des  UunS}  tom«  i.  p«  j8>  59t}» 

))Ut 
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but  the  ^dv£^ntage&  of  the  foil  wd  clim£i.te  had  C  h  a  p« 
hem  wnderftood  apd  ci^tivated  fince  the  rei^  \.^Ii^ 
of  the  Macedonia?  kin^.  Before  the  invafioii 
of  the  Sftr^cens,  Carizme,  Bocara^  and  Satnar*-. 
c^ind»  were  r^h  and  populous  under  the  yoke  of 
t^e  ih^pjierds  of  the  north.  Thefe  cities  we?e 
fur^Qunc^d  v^ith  a  double  wall ;  and  the  exterior 
f^^^iffeatioa,  of  a  larger  circumference,  inclofed 
the  fieldft  a&4  gardens  of  the  adjacent  diftri^^ 
The  routtt^l  ws^nta  of  India  and  Europe  wei:e 
f^pplied  by  the  diligence  of  the  Sogdian  mer* 
<;hants ;  ^^nd  th^  ineilimable  art  of  transforming 
Hnen  ii^to  paper,  has  been  diffufed  from  the 
.mapuil'fi^lttre  of  Samarcand  over  the  weilern 
igrorld^% 

}L  No  fponer  h^^d  Abubeker  reftored  the  unity  invafion 
oif  ^ajth  aiid  government,  than  he  difpatched  a  ^I^^^"^ 
circular  letter  tp  the  Arabian  tribes.    "  In  the    *  '  ^*' 
^^  name  of  the  naoft  merciful  God,  to  the  reft  q£^ 
*<  the  true  believers.    Health  and  happinefs,  and 
**  the  mergy  aiBd  blefiing  of  God  be  upon  y  ouw    I 
f'  praife  the  moft  high  God^  and  I  pray  for  his; 
^.'  prophet  Mahpfifiet*     This  is  to  acquaint  you, 
**  that  I  intend  to  fend  tfie  true  believers  into 
^^Siyiid'^^  to  take  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the 

^^  infidels. 

^^  A  curious  defcriptioa  of  Samarcand  is  infert^d  in  jthe  BLblioth^ca 
Arahico-Uf^anas  torn.  i.  p«  aoSy  &c.  The  librarian  Cafiri  (tom.ii.  9.)^ 
relates,  from  credible  teftimony«  that  paper  was  firil  imported  ironi.. 
China  to  Samarcand*  A.  H.  301  and  inventedy  or  rather  introduced^  at. 
Mecca>  A.H.  &8.  The  Efcuria^  library  contains  paper  M3S.  as  oldl 
as  the  ivth  or  vth  century  of  the  Hegira. 

^  A  feparate  hiftory  of  the  conqueft  of  Syria  has  been  compofed  by 
Ai  Wakidiy  cadi  of  Bagdad*  who  was  bom  A.  D.  y^^  and  dleij^ 
A.  IX  8  ^^  I  h&  IScewife  wrote  the  coac^efl  of  £gypt>  of  Biarbekirs  &c. 
Aboye  the  meagre  and  rfceirt  Qkr4jim^.  oj[  the  Aqbian%  AX  WaVdjl, 
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Chap.  "  infidels.  And  I  would  have  you  know,  that 
^  j^-  "  the  fighting  for  religion  is  an  aft  of  obedience 
**  to  God."  His  meflengers  returned  with  the 
tidings  of  pious  and  martial  ardour  which  they 
had  kindled  in  every  province ;  and  the  camp  of 
Medina  was  fucceffively  filled  with  the  intrepid 
bands  of  the  Saracens  who  panted  for  action, 
complained  of  the  heat  of  the  feafon  and  the 
fcarcity  of  provifions ;  and  accufed  with  im- 
patient murmurs  the  delays  of  the  caliph.  As 
foon  as  their  numbers  were  complete,  Abubeker 
afcended  the  hill,  reviewed  the  men,  the  horfes, 
and  the  arms,  and  poured  forth  a  fervent  prayer 
for  the  fuccefi  of  their  undertaking.  In  perfon 
and  on  foot,  he  accompanied  the  firft  day's 
march ;  and  when  the  blufliing  leaders  attempted 
to  difmount,  the  caliph  removed  their  fcruples  by 
a  declaration,  that  thofe  who  rode,  and  thofe  who 
walked,  in  the  fervice  of  religion,  were  equally 
meritorious.  His  inftru6lions**  to  the  chiefs 
of  the  Syrian  anny,  were  infpired  by  the  war- 
like fanaticifm  which  advances  to  feize,  and  af- 
fefts  to  defpife,  the  objects  of  earthly  ambition. 


Kas  the  double  merit  of  antiquity  and  copionfnefs.  His  tales  and  tradi- 
tions afibrd  an  artlefs  pi^ure  of  the  men  and  the  times.  Yet  his 
narrative  is  too  often  defective,  trifling,  and  improbable.  Till  fome- 
thing  better  ihall  befoundi  his  learned  and  fpirited  interpreter  (Ockley* 
in  his  hiilory  of  the  Saracens,  vol.  i.  p.  %i — 342.)  will  not  deferve  the- 
petulant  animadverfion  of  Reiike  (Prodidagmata  ad  Hagji  Chalifae  Ta- 
bulas,  p.  236.).  I  am  forry  to  think  that  the  labours  of  Ockley  were 
confummated  in  a  jail  (fee  his  two  prefaces  to  the  ift  voL  A.D.  xyo9% 
to  the  2d|  1 7181  with  the  lift  of  authors  at  the  end).  ' 

♦*  The  inftru<ftions9  &c.  of  the  Syrian  war,  are  defcribed  by  Al 
Wakidi  and  Ockley,  tom.i.  p.  22 — 27,  &c.  In  the  fequel  it  is  ne-v 
ceilary  to  contnuSl,  and  needlefi  to  quote,  their  circumftantial  narra^ 
live.    My  obligations  to  others  IhaU  be  noticed* 

**  Remember  J** 
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•«  Remember,'*  faid  the  fucceffpr  of  the  prophet,  chap. 

*'  that  you  are  always  in  the  prefence  of  God, 

**  on  the  verge  of  death,  in  the  affurance  of 

**  judgment,  and  the  hope  of  paradife.     Avoid 

"  injuftice  and  oppreflionj    confult  with  your 

"  brethren,  and  ftudy  to  preferve  the  love  and 

**  confidence  of  your  troops.    When  you  fight 

*'  the  battles  of  the  Lord,  acquit  yourfelves  like 

*'  men,  without  turning  your  backs  j   but  let 

*'  not  your  vidlory  be  ftained  with  the  blood  of 

**  women  or  children.      Deftroy  no  palm«trees, 

"  nor  burn  any  fields  of  corn.     Cut  down  no 

*«  fruit-trees,  nor  do  any  mifchief  to  cattle,  only 

"  fuch  as  you  kill  to  eat.     When  you  make  any 

<^  covenant  or  article,  fland  to  it,  and  be  as 

*'  good  as  your  word.     As  you  go  on,  you  will 

**  find  fome  religious  perfons  who  live  retired 

"  in  mohafteries,  and  propofe  to  themfelves  to 

**  ferve   God  that  way:    let  them  alone,  and 

•«  neither  kill  them  nor  deftroy  their  monaf- 

"  teries^*^ ;  and  you  will  find  another  fort  of  peo^ 

"  pie  that  belong  to  the  lynagogue  of  Satan, 

"  who  have   Ihaven   crowns  ^^j    be   fure  you 

«*  cleave  their  Ikulls,  and  give  them  no  quarter 

"  till  they  either  turn  Mahometans  or  pay  tri- 

^  Notwithftanding  this  precept*  M.  Pauw  (Recherches  fur  les  Egyp* 
tiensy  toin.ii.  p.  192.  edit.  Laufanne)  reprefents  the  Bedoweens  as  tho 
implacable  enemies  of  the  Chriftian  monks*  For  my  own  part  I  am 
more  inclined  to  fufpe(5t  the  avarice  of  the  Arabian  robbers,  and  the 
prejudices  of  the  German  phllofopher. 

'  '^^  Even  in  the  feventh  century,  the  monks  were  generally  laymen : 
they  wor^their  hair  long  and  diihevelled,  and  Ihaved  their  heads  when 
they  were  ordained  priells.  The  circular  tonfure  was  facred  and  my£i 
terious :  it  was  the  crown  of  thoma ;  but  it  was  likewife  a  royal  diadem^ 
and  every  priefi  was  a  king,  &c.-  (Thomafiiny  Difcipline  de  i'£gliie» 
0m«  i.  p.7ax— 758.|efpecially  p.  7371  738.> 

«  bute," 
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•*  bute/'  All  profane  Or  fiivdous  cbtiverfalion  j 
all  dangerous  fecoUedlion  of  ancient  quarrels, 
Ivas  feverely  prohibited  among  the  Arabs:  in 
the  tumult  of  a  camp,  the  exercifes  of  religion 
t^fe  afllduoufly  pra^ifed  ;  and  the  intervals  of 
aiftioh  Were  employed  in  prayer,  meditation, 
attd  the  ftudy  of  the  tCoran.  The  abufe,  or 
even  the  Ufe,  of  wine  was  chaftifed  by  fourfcore 
ftirokes  6ti  the  foles  of  the  feet,  and  in  the  fer- 
vour of  their  primitive  zeal  many  fecret  finners 
revealed  their  fault,  and  folicited  their  punifh- 
tiient*  After  fome  hefitatioti,  the  command  of 
the  Syrian  afmy  was  delegated  to  Abu  Obeidah, 
otie  of  the  fugitives  of  Mecca,  and  companions 
fcrf  Mahbtnet;  "vVhofe  zeal  aiid  devotion  were 
aflbaged,  Without  being  abated,  by  the  fingular 
ttiildnefs  and  benevolence  of  his  temper.  But 
in  all  the  eoiefgencies  of  war,  the  foldiers  de- 
tnanded  the  fuperior  genius  of  Caled  ;  and  who- 
ever might  be  the  choice  of  the  prince,  the , 
Jfkvrd  Qf^  God  was  both  in  fa6t  and  fame  the 
fotettibft  leader  of  the  Saracens.  He  obeyed 
tvithout  relu6la'hce ;  he  was  confulted  without 
je'aloufy;  fend  filch  Was  the  Ipirit  of  the  man,  or 
1-ather  of"  the  times,  that  Caled  profelfed  his 
readineft  to  ferve  under  the  banner  of  the  &ith^ 
though  it  Were  in  the  hands  of  a  child  or  an 
enemy.  Glory^  and  riches,  Md  dominiefi^  were 
indeed  promifed  to  the  viSorions  MUfiiltU&fi ; 
but  he  was  carefully  inilru6led,  that  if  the  geodd 
df  this  life  were  hi^r  6nly  ificiteifient,  tktj/  likeivife 
A¥ould  be  his  only  reward.  , 
Scige  of  One  of  the  flfteeil  ptd*ince^  of  Syria,  th6 
^^^^        cultivated  lands  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Jordan, 

X  had 


had  Wen  de6oi*aWd  by  Rotnatt  vattity  irith  the  6  rt  a  f. 
nam^  df  Arabia^ ;  and  the  fi^ft  af ms  of  the  ,^.^^*  ^^ 
S^raceni^  Were  juftified  by  the  femblanfce  of  a 
toatianal  right.  The  country  Was  enriched  by 
the  various  benefits  of  trade  j  by  the  vigilance 
of  the  emperors  it  was  covered  with  a  linfe  at 
forts ;  and  the  populous  dties  of  Gerafa,  Phila- 
delphia, and  BofVa*',  were  fecure  at  leaft  from- 
a  furprife,  by  the  folid  ftili6lure  of  their  Walls^ 
The  iaft  of  thefe  cities  was  the  eighteenth  fta- 
tion  of  Medina :  the  road  was  familiar  to  the 
caravans  of  Hejaz  and  Irak,  w1k>  annually  vifited 
this  plenteous  market  of  the  province  and  the 
defert :  the  perpetual  jealoufy  of  the  Arabs  had 
trained  the  inhabitants  to  arms;  and  twelve 
thoufand  horfe  could  fally  from  the  gates  of 
Bofra,  an  appellation  which  fignifies,  in  the  Sy- 
riac  language,  a  ftrong  tower  of  defence.  En- 
couraged by  their  firft  fuccefs  againft  the  bpen 
towns  and  flying  parties  of  the  borders,  a  de* 
tachment  of  four  thoufand  Moflems  prefumed  to 
fiimmon  and  attack  the  fortrefe  of  Bofrfti  They 
were  opprefled  by  the  numbers  of  the  Syrians : 
they  were  faVed  by  the  prefence  of  Calcd,.  with 
fifteen  hundred  horfe  :  he  blamed  the  enterprife, 
jTeftored  the  battle,  and  refciled  his  friend,  the 

^  UtAiAk^hkaekcoakrtiXi  ex  ^^latefrd  Nabsf^iscenttgua;  opima 
varietate  commercioniilii^  Galkifi|ue  bppleta  vaiidis  «t>  c^eills^  qua&ad* 
x%pel]^kiddB  gen^um  vici&arum  esxcurfusy  M^itlido  pei-Tig«t  veterUm 
1^(0  op|)ortenbd  faltoB  ere^til  el  cautos.  AmitiiaB*  J^I^I^Hiib  iHV.  54- 
Aeiand.  Falefiin.  toxilri.  p*  859  S^ 

^  Wkk  OfX^  a^  Philade!p)i»a^  Iteilltmailus  pfai(^  tH^^iifea4>iQMM» 
of  jiofra  fimulate  ^ftuliifirnas.  Th&3rder(Srved  tlw  fam^pbOfe  iA*t)i^^tii^'    ' 
dS  Aft)u]f«da(Tft6ttlL  ^»9  P*  99«)>  ^ltod^feFibe^«Hi8<Gity,  tteBrffMftftpttli^ 
of  Hawran  {Aiiiit^i&<ti8y  four  days  jeuiti«^  fi^al  Dk^lafdu^-    THl»  He* 
^w  etymology  I  learn  from  Rdand;  ^IPaleftm..  torn.  ii.  p.  666. 

venerable 
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CHAP,  venerable  Serjabil,  who  had  vainly  invoked  the 
^^  ^  unity  of  God  and  the  promifes  of  the  apoftle. 
After  a  (hort  repofe,  the  Moflems  performed 
their  ablutions  with  fand  inftead  of  water  ^°;  and 
the  morning  prayer  was  recited  by  Caled  berore 
they  mounted  on  horfeback.  Confident  in  their 
llrength,  the  people  of  Bofra  threw  open  their 
gates,  drew  their  forces  into  the  plain,  and  fwore 
to  die  in  the  defence  of  their  religion*  But  a 
religion  of  peace  was  incapable  of  withftand- 
ing  the  fanatic  cry  of  "  Fight,  fight !  Paradife, 
"  paradife  !'*  that  re-echoed  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Saracens;  and  the  uproar  of  the  town,  the 
ringing  of  bells  ^',  and  the  exclamations  of  the 
priefts  and  monks3  increafed  the  difmay  and 
diforder  of  the  Chriftiahs.  With  the  lofs 
of  two  hundred  and  thirty  men,  the  Arabs 
remained  mailers  of  the  field ;  and  the  ram* 
parts  of  Bofra,  in  expectation  of  human  or 
divine  aid,  were  crowded  with  holy  croffes 
and  confecrated  banners.  The  governor  Ro- 
manus  had  recommended  an  early  fubmilfion : 
deipifed  by  the  people,  and  degraded  from  hi& 
office,  he  (till  retained  the  defire  and  opportunity 

'^  The  apoiUe  oi  a  deferti  and  an  armyy  was  obliged  to  allow  tlua 
i«ady  iuccedaneum  for  water  (Koran,  c.  iii.  p.  66.  c.  v.  p.  83.);  but  the 
Arabian  and  PerGan  cafuifis  have  embarralled  his  finee  permiflion  with 
many  niceties  and  dii&idtions  (Rdand  de  Relig.  Mohammed.  LL 
p*  8iy  83*     Chardin>  Voyages  en  Per(e>  torn.  vr»)» 

'*  TJft  bells  rttngl  Ockley,  toL  i.  p. 38.  Yet  I  much  doubt  whether 
thb  expreffioQ  can  be  juftified  by  the  text  of  Al  Wakidi,  or  the  pradice 
of  the  times.  Ad  Grsecos,  fays  the  Uarned  Ducange  (Gloflar.  med.  et 
infim*  Gnecitat.  torn*  i.  p*  7  74«)  rampananim  ufiis  ferios  tranlit  et  edam 
nom  rariiEmttS  eft.  The  oldeftezampkwhichhecanfind  inthe  By- 
lantioe  writers  is  of  the  year  1040;  but  the^  Venetians  pretend  that 
theyiatiodiiccdbelkatCooilantinopleintheixdicaitu^     . 

2  of 
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pE  revenge.  In  a  nofturnal  interview,  he  in- 
fbrmed  the  enemy  of  a  fubterraneous  pftflage 
from  his  houfe  under  the  wall  of  the  city ;  the 
ibn  of  the  caliph,  with  ao  hundifed  volunteers, 
were  cdmmitted  to  the  faith  of  this  new  ally, 
litid  iheil'  fiiccefsful  intrepidity  gave  an  eafy  eii- 
tifai^^  to  theit  cdmpa^fiions.  After  Caled  had 
irtpcrfed  the  terms  of  fervitude  atid  tribute,  the 
li{>oftat6  or  convert  avowed  in  the  affembly  of 
the  people  his  meritorious  treafon.  ^*  I  renounce 
**  your  fociety,'*  Ikid  Romanus,  "  both  in  this 
**  worlds  and  the  world  to  come.  And  I  detiy 
♦•  him  that  was  crucified,  and  whofoeVer  worfliips 
*•  him.  And  I  chufe  God  for  my  Lord,  Iflam 
**  for  my  faith ^  Mecca  for  my  temple,  the  Mof- 
**  leftis  for  my  brethren,  and  Mahomet  for  my 
««  prophet ;  who  was  fent  to  lead  us  into  the  right 
"  Ifay,  and  to  eXalt  the  true  religion  in  ipite  of 
*^  thofe  who  join  partners  with  God/* 

The  con^eft  of  Bofra,  four  days  journey  from  Siege  of 
Damafcus**,  encouraged  tlie  Arabs  to  befiege  the  ^^^*^"*[ 
ancient  capital  of  Syria",  At  forae  diftance  from 
the  wall3,  they  encamped  among  the  groves  and 


'^  fiamafcus  is  amply  defcrlbed  by  the  Sherif  al  Edrifi  (Geograpli. 
Nub.  p.  iz<9  ii70>  ^°^  ^  tranflator,  Sionita  (Appendix,  c.  4.) ; 
Abulfeda  (iTabuIa  Syrise,  p.  loo.);  Schultens  (Indexy  Geograplu  ad 
Vit.  Salatfin.) ;  D'Herbelot  (fiibKot.  Orient,  p.  »9i.);  Th^venot  (Voy- 
ager du  Levant,  part.  i.  p.  688 — 698.) ;  AlaUBdrell  (Journey  from 
iQeppo  fo  Jehilalera,  p.  laa — 130.)  i  and  Pocock  0efcription  of  the 
ftaft,  vol.  ii.  p.  117 — 1*7.). 

^^  N«biliffiiiifrciwta%  fays  JuJIb^  Acoor^laag  tt>the  Oiieflta^  tra- 
^iliMB,  it  war  okter  tkm  Alsrah«m  or  Sexiiinanis*  Jofeph.  Afttiq. 
JtfiL  i^i.  Ci  6i  7.  pi%A4  »9i*  editk  Havercamp*  Joftin.  xzxvi.  a* 

tou  XX.  G  c  ibuntains 
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fountains  of  that  delicious  territory  ^%  and  the 
ufual  option  of  the  Mahometan  faith,  of  tribute 
or  of  war,  waspropofed-to  the  refoiute  citizens, 
who  had  been  lately  ftrengthened  by  a  rein- 
forcement of  five  thoufand  Greeks.  In  the  de-* 
cline  as  in  the  infancy  of  the  military  art,  an 
hoilile  defiance  was  frequently  offered  and  ac*^ 
cepted  by  the  generals  themfelves  " :  many  a 
lance  was  fliivered  in  the  plain  of  Damafcus,and 
the  perfonal  prowefs  of  Caled  was  Hgnalized  in 
the  firft  fally  of  the  befieged.  After  an  obfti- 
nate  combat,  he  had  overthrown  and  made  pri- 
foner  one  of  the  Chriftian  leaders,  a  flout  and 
worthy  antagonifl.  He  inilantly  mounted  a  frelh 
horfe,thegiftof  the  governor  of  Palmyra,  arid 
pufhed  forwards  to  the  front  of  the  battle.  **  Re- 
"  pofe  yourfelf  for  a  moment,'*  faid  his  friend 
Derar,  "  and  permit  me  to  fupply  your  place : 
"  your  are  fatigued  with  fighting  with  this  dog." 
"  O  Derar  !'*  replied  the  indefatigable  Saracen, 
"  we  (hall  reft  in  the  world  to  come.  He  that 
"  labours  to-day  fhall  reft  to-morrow.*'  With  the 

^*  Eki  7«p  oi/AOi  Tiff  Aio;  ToXiv  oXfiOw;,  xai  rvtt  'EcMt;  ecTcaayi?  o^deeXfioi^ 
TW  iipay  xoi  [Aeyirnf  Axfuunun  Xsyttf  tm;  te  o&^Xo»;  avfAVotaif  Uof  ^i^ta 
naXKth  Kcu  twf  /uiEyfOu.  xcw  tfpwv  ivnavpio,  km  vnyuv  ayXouet  xou  Traret/AW 
7Xf6si,  Kou  y»;  fv^opicc  nxMcraf,  &C.9  Julian.  epift.xxiv.  p.  392.  Thefe 
fplendid  epithets  are  occaiioned  by  the  figs  cf  Damafcus,  of  which  the 
author  fends  an  hundred  to  his  friend  Serapion,  and  this  rhetorical 
tlieme  is  inferted  by  PetaviuSy  Spanheim^  &c.  (p.  390— 396.)  among 
the  genuine  epifUes  of  Julian*  How  could  they  overlook  that  the  writer 
is  an  inhabitant  of  Damafcus  (he  thrice  affinns,  that  this  peculiar  fig 
grows  only  wa^  «Sfuy)i  a  city  which  Julian  never  entered  or  approached? 

^^  Voltaire*  who  calls  a  keen  and  lively  glance  over  the  fur£gu:e  of 
liiftory*  has  been  ftruck  with  the  refemblance  of  the  firft  Moflems 
and  the  heroes  of  the  Iliad  ;  the  fiege  of  Troy  and  that  of  Damafcus 
(Uift.  Generale*  torn.!,  p.348.). 

fame 
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fe)iie  unabated  ardour,  Caled  anfwered,  encoun- 
tered  and  vanquifhed  a  fecond  champion;  and 
the  heads  of  his  two  captives  who  refufed  to 
abandon  their  religion,  were  indignantly  hurled 
into  the  midft  of  the  city.     The  event  of  fome 
general  and  partial  a6tions  reduced  the  Damaf- 
cenes  to  a  clofer  defence:  but  a  meffenger  whom 
they  dropt  from  the  walls,  returned  with  the 
promifeof  fpeedy  and  powerful  fuccour,and  their 
tumultuous  joy  conveyed  the  intelligence  to  the 
camp  of  the  Arabs.     After  fome  debate  it  was 
refolved  by  the  generals  to  raife,  or  rather  to  fuf- 
pend,  the  fiege  of  Damafcus,  till  they  had  givea 
battle  to  the  forces  of  the  Emperor.     In  the  re- 
treat, Caled  would  have  chofen  the  more  perilous 
ftation  of  the  rear-guard ;  he  modeftly  yielded  to 
the  wiflies  of  Abu  Obeidah.    But  in  the  hour  of 
danger  he  flew  to  the  refcue  of  his  companion, 
who  was  rudely  prefled  by  a  fally  of  fix  thoufand 
horfe  and  ten  thoufand  foot,  and  few  among  the 
Chriftians  could  relate  at  Damafcus  the  circum- . 
fiances  of  their  defeat.     The  importance  of  tha^ 
conteft  required  the  jundlion  of  the  Saracens, 
who  were  diiperfed  on  the  frontiers  of  Syria  and 
Faleftine;  and  I  Ihall  tranfcribe  one  of  the  circu- 
lar  mandates  which  was  addrefled  to  Amrou, 
the  future  conqueror  of  Egypt.  "  In  the  name 
**  of  the  moft  merciful  God :  from  Caled  to  Am- 
^^  rou,  health  and  happineis.     Know  that  thy 
**  brethren  the  Moflems  defign  to  march  to 
**  Aiznadin,  where  there- is  an  army  of  feventy 
^^  thoufand  Greeks,  who  purpofe  to  come  againft 
**  us,  that  they  may  exUngmJh  the  light  of  God  with 
C  c  2  "  their 
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CHAP."  0ieir  mouths ;  hut  God  pre/erteth  his  kght  in 
^Jpite  of  the  infidels  ^^.  As  foon  tberefore  as  this 
**  letter  of  mine  ihall  be  delivered  to  thy  hands, 
^  come  with  thcrfe  that  are  with  thee  to  Aizna- 
^  din,  where  thou  flialt  find  us  if  it  pleaie  the 
«  moft  high  God."  The  fummons  were  eheer- 
fully  obeyed,  and  the  forty-five  thoufand  MoC^ 
lems  who  met  on  the  fame  day,  on  the  fame  i][>€>t, 
afcribed  to  the  bleffing  of  Providence  the  etk^& 
of  their  aftivity  and  zeal. 
Battle  of  About  four  years  after  the  triumphs  of  tli^ 
^^f"'  Perfian  war,  the  repofe  of  Heraclius  and  the  e»- 
July  13. '  pite  was  again  difturbed  by  a  new  enemy,  the 
power  of  whofe  religion  was  more  ftrongly  felt 
than  it  was  clearly  underftood  by  the  Chriftians 
of  the  Eaft.  In  his  pakce  of  CoQilantinopIe  or 
Antioch,  he  was  awakened  by  the  invafion  of 
Syria,  the  lofs  of  Bofra,  and  the  danger  o#Damaf- 
cus.  An  army  of  feventy  thoufand  veterans,  or 
hew  levies,  was  affembled  at  Hem«  or  Emela,  un- 
der the  command  of  his  general  Werdan^;  and 
thefe  troops,  confifting  chiefly  of  cavaliy,  mi^t 
be  indifferently  ftyled  either  Syrians,  or  Greeks, 
or  Romans :  Syrians^  from  the  place  of  their 

^  Tk«fe  wordA  Are  the  text  of  the  K^f99H  C  u&  jt*  Ixk  $.     Lili# 

our  fanatics  of  (he  laft  century^  the  Moilemsy  on  every  familiaF  or 
hnportant  6ccai!on>  fpoke  the  hngnage  of  tbar  lbipnire»i;  a  fiyle 
Mort  natural  }&  th^ir  nyxiths,  tkan  the  Hehn^w  'vfiiim  teaii^ilmtfld 
into  the  cliioat^  and  dialedl  of  Britain. 

^7  The  name  of  Werdan  is  unknown  to  Hieophanesy  and^  though 
tft  mi^  bttong  toan  Armeoianekic^hasirery  Hude  ofi  »  Qrcfll  a^eft 
or  fipAuuit  V,  the,  Byzantine  hifiqria»9  have  mangled  the  Oriental 
oame8>  the  Arabsy  in  tliis  inilance>  llkewife  have  taken  ample  revenge 
on  tkcir  enemies.  In  tranfj^ofing  fSott  Gipeek  charailer  fimm.  rigikt  to 
left*  Bvght  ihey  not  produce^  from  the  £ftmiliAr  appUcalioxiof  4ndrc^»^ 
jdm^ing  like  the  anagram  Werdan  f 

14  birth 
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birth  or  warfare j  Greeks^  from  the  reUgiGn  arid  c  ha  y. 
iaoguage  of  ikmt  fovereign  ;  and  Romans,  frotii  ^  _^_*,  _^i 
the  proud  a})p6llatioii  which  was  flill  fH:o£uiied 
by  the  fucceffors  of  Conftaatine.    On  the  plain 
of  Aiznadin,  as  Werdan  rode  on  a  white  mirte 
decollated  with  gold  chaitis^  and  furronnded  with 
en%ns  and  flandai*ds,  he  was  fuqndfed  by  the 
near  approach  of  a  fiorce  and  naked  warrior, 
who  had  undertaken  to  view  th«  ilate  of  the 
enemy.    The  adventurous  valour  of  Deraor  was 
inlpired,  and  has  perhaps  been  adorned,  by  the 
enth^ufiafm  of  his.  age  and  country.    The  hatred 
of  the  Chriftians,  the  love  of  fpoil,  and  the  cofn- 
tempt  of  daqger,  were  the  ruling  paflfons  csf  the 
.  audacious  Saracen  ;  and  the  pro%e6t  <^  isiAant 
death  could  never  (hake  bdis  religious  confidence, 
or  ruffle  the  calmuefs  <xf  M«t  refehttion,.  or  eveti 
fujpeiid  the  raiak  and  martiad  pleafanfcry  <9f  his 
humour.    In  the  moft  hopelefs  enterprifes^,  be 
WAS  bold,,  and  prudent^^and  fortuiULte :  after  ieniru- 
memh\e  haurde,  after  bein^  thrice  a  priibner  in 
jtbe  bands  nif  the  infUels,  he  fiill  furrrved  to  peiate 
the  atchiev^eoieirts,  aod  to  enjoy  the  rewai^dts^  of 
the  Syrian  coo^ueft.    On  thds  occafion,  his  fingie 
bmce  maintained  a  %ing  ffight  agianil  thirty 
Hermans,  who  were  detached  by  Werdan ;  and 
after  killing  or  unhor&ig  feventeen  of  theto"  mnn- 
ber,  Derar  returned  'm  fafety  to  his  applauding 
.  brethren*     WIkoi  his  raflinefe  was  mildly  c^ti- 
.£ured  by  thd  general,  he  excufed  ht^felf  with 
the  fimpltcity  of  a  foldier.     "  Niyf,'*  faid  Dttrar, 
"  I  did  not  begin  firfti  but  they  came  out  to 
^^  ti^oe  me,  and  I  was  afraid  that  God  (hould  fee 
*^  fne  turn  my  back :  and  indeed  I  fought  in 
c  c  3  "  good 
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CHAP."  good  earaeft,  and  without  doubt  God  affiftecl 

T  T 

^^_^  "  me  againfl  them  ;  and  had  I  not  been  appre- 
"  henfive  of  difobeying  your  orders,  I  fhould 
"  not  have  come  away  as  I  did ;  and  I  perceive 
"  already  that  they  will  fall  into  our  hands."  In 
the  prefence  of  both  armies,  a  venerable  Greek 
advanced  from  the  ranks  with  a  liberal  offer  of 
peace  j  and  the  departure  of  the  Saracens  would 
have  been  purchafed  by  a  gift  to  each  foldier,  of 

.  a  turban,  a  robe,  and  a  piece  of  gold  ;  ten  robes, 

'  and  an  hundred  pieces  to  their  leader  ;  one  hun- 
dred robes,  and  a  thoufand  pieces  to  the  caliph. 

~  A  fmile  of  indignation  expreffed  the  refufal  of 
Caled.  "  Ye  Chriftian  dogs,  you  know  your 
**  option  :  the  koran,  the  tribute,  or  the  fword. 
**  We  are  a  people  whofe  delight  is  in  war,  rather 
**  than  in  peace ;  and  we  defpife  your  pitiful  alms, 
**  fince  we  fliall  be  ipeedily  maflers  of  your 
**  wealth,  your  families,  and  your  perfons.*' 
Notwithftandiiig  this  apparent  difdain,  he  was 
deeply  confcious  of  the  public  danger:  thofe 
who  had  been  in  Perfia,  and  had  feen  the  armies 
of  Chofroes,  confeffed  that  they  never  beheld  a 
more  formidable  array.  From  the  liiperiority  of 
the  enemy,  the  artful  Saracen  derived  a  frefli 
incentive  of  courage :  ''  You  fee  before  you," 

.  faid  he,  "  the  united  force  of  the  Romans,  you 
"  cannot  hope  to  efcape,  hut  you  may  conquer 

.  **  Syria  in  a  iingle  day.  The  event  depends  on 
<*  your  difcipline  and  patience.  Referve  your- 
^*  felves  till  the  evening.  It  was  in  the  evening 
"  that  the  prophet  was  accu domed  to  vanquilh." 
During  two  fucceffive  engagements,  his  tempe- 
rate 
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rate  firmnefs  fuftained  the  darts  of  the  enemy,  chap, 
and  the  murmurs  of  his  troops.  At  length,  when  ^  » 
the  fpirits  and  quivers  of  the  adverfe  line  were 
almoft  exhaufled,  Caled  gave  the  fignal  of  onfet 
and  vidlory.  The  remains  of  the  Imperial  army 
fled  to  Antioch,  or  Caefarea,  or  Damafcus;  and 
the  death  of  four  hundred  and  feventy  Moflems 
was  compenfated  by  the  opinion  that  they  had 
fent  to  hell  above  fitly  thouiand  of  the  infidels. 
The  fpoil  was  ineftimable;  many  banners  and 
croffes  of  gold  and  filver,  precious  ftones,  filver 
and  gold  chains,  and  innumerable  fuits  of  the 
rlchefl  armour  and  appareL  The  general  diftri- 
bution  was  poflponed  till  Damafcus  (hould  be 
taken ;  but  the  feafonable  fupply  of  arms  became 
the  inftrument  of  new  victories.  The  glorious 
intelligence  was  tranfmitted  to  the  throne  of  the 
caliph,  and  the  Arabian  tribes,  the  coldeft  or 
moft  hoftile  to  the  prophet's  miffion,  were  eager 
and  importunate  to  (hare  the  harveft  of  Syria. 

The  fad  tidings  were  carried  to  Damafcus  by  The  Arabs  v 
the  fpeed  of  grief  and  terror  ;  and  the  inhabitants  ^"t}^ 
beheld  from  their  walls  the  return  of  the  heroes 
of  Aiznadin.  Amrou  led  the  van  at  the  head  of 
nine  thoufand  horfe  :  the  bands  of  the  Saracens 
fucceeded  each  other  in  formidable  review  j  and 
the  rear  was  clofed  by  Caled  in  perfon,  with  the 
ftandard  of  the  black  eagle.  To  the  a6livity  of 
Derar  he  entrufted  the  commiffion  of  patroling 
round  the  city  with  two  thoufand  horfe,  of  fcour- 
ing  the  plain,  and  of  intercepting  all  fuccour  or 
intelligence.  The  reft  of  the  Arabian  chiefs 
^were  fixed  in  their  refpe£tive  ftations  before  the 

0  c  4  feven 
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CHAP,  feven  gates  of  Damafcus  j  and  the  fiege  was 
renewed  with  frelh  vigour  and  confidence.  The 
art,  the  labour,  the  military  engines,  of  the' 
Greeks  and  Romans  are  feldom  to  be  found  in 
the  fimple,  though  fuccefsful,  operations  of  the 
Saracens :  it  was  fufficient  for  them  to  inveft  a 
city  with  arms,  rather  than  with  trenches ;  to 
repel  the  lallies  of  the  befieged ;  to  attempt  a 
flratagem  or  an  aflault ;  or  to  expe6l  the  progrefe 
of  fkmineand  diftontent.  Damafcus  would  have 
acquiefced  in  the  trial  of  Aiznadin,  as  a  final  and 
peremptory  fenteiice  between  the  Emperor  and 
the  caliph  ;  her  courage  was  rekindled  by  the 
example  and  authorityof  Thomas,  a  noble  Greek, 
iHuftrious  in  a  private  condition  by  the  aHiance 
of  Heraclius5^  The  tumult  and  illumination  of 
the  night  proclaimed  the  deftgn  of  the  morning 
fklly  ;  and  the  Chriftian  hero,  who  afFefted  to  de- 
IJ)ife  the  enthufiafm  of  the  Arabs,  employed  the 
refburce  ofafitnilarftiperftition.  At  theprincipaf 
gate,  in  the  fight  of  both  armies^  a  lofty  crucifix 
was  erefted ;  the  bifliop,  with  his  clergy,  accom- 

?anied  the  march,  and  laid  the  volume  of  the  New 
i'eftament  before  the  image  of  Jefus ;  and  the 
contending  parties  were  fcandalifed  or  edified  by 
a  prayer,  that  the  fon  of  God  would  defend' his 
fervants  and  vindicate  his  truth.  The  battle 
raged  with  inceflTant  fury  ;  and  the  dexterity  of 

*•  Vamty  prompted  the  Arabs  to  believe,  tbat  Thomas  was  the  fon- 
Ifi-law  of  tlie  fimperor.  We  know  the  children  of  HeracKus  by  his 
two  wives ;  and  his  auguji  daughter  would  not  have  married  ia  eadle 
at  Damafcus  (fee  Ducange^  Fam.  Byzantin.  p.  ii8,  ii9*)*  Had  he 
been  laTs  religious^  X  might  only  Mpe£k  the  fegitiniacy  of  tht  damfd'. 

Thomas, 
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Thomns  ^\  a^  incosBparabie  arcber,  was  fatal  to  c  H  a  p. 
thtd  boldeft  Saracens,  till  their  death  was  revenged  ^^' 
by  a  female  heroine.  The  wife  of  Aban,  who  bad 
fUlowed  hina  to  the  holy  w»r,  embraced  her  ex* 
piring  hufband.  ^«  Happy,"  fiud  flie,  ^<  happy 
^  art  thou,  my  dear :  thou  art  g&ne  to  thy  Lord 
^^  who  firftJQifidd  us  tia^ether,  and  then  parted  us 
'^  aAmder,  I  will  revenge  thy  death,  and  endeai^ 
"  vow  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power  to  come  to  the 
"  place  wfeej-e  thou  art,  becaufe  I  love  thee. 
^^  Henceforth  fliall  no  man  ever  touch  me  more, 
^  for  I  have  dedicated  myfelf  to  the  fervice  of 
*^  Godt"  Withoat  a  groan,  without  a  tear,  flie 
walked  the  corpfe  of  her  buAand,  amid  buried  him 
with  the  ufiial  rite«.  Then  grafping  the  manly 
weafKHis^  which  in  her  native  k^  ihe  was  a€«* 
e^ilomed  to  wield,  the  iotrifRd  widow  of  Aban 
jtbught  the  place  whi»:e  his  murderer  fought  in 
the  thickeijt  of  the  battle.  Her  firft  arrow  pierced 
the  hand  ok*  his  ftandaTd4>earer :  her  fecond 
woimded  Thomas  in  the  eye ;  and  the  finnting 
€hariftia»s  no  longer  b^MBld  their  eniign  or  their 
kader.  Yetthegemeroii&chaiiipiQnof  Damafcus 
refufed  to  withdraw  to  his  pabce :  his  wound  was 
drefiedon  the  rampart ;  the  fight  was  continued 
till  the  evening ;  and  the  Syrians  refted  on  their 
arms.  In  the  filence  of  the  night,  the  figiiaj  was 
given  by  a  ftroke  on  the  great  bell ;  the  gates 
were  thrown  open,^  and  each  gate  difidharged  an 
impetuous  cokimn  on  the  fieeping  camp  of  the 

^  Al  Wakidi  (Oqkley^  p.ioi.)  fays,  "with  poifbned  arrowa;** 
but  diis  fkvage  invention  is  fo  repugnant  to  the  pradlice  of  the  Gredts 
and  Romans,  that  I  mult  fu^edt,  on  this  occafion,  the  nulevnlefit  on- 
dulity  of  the  Saracens. 

Saracens. 


294  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

CHAP.  Saracens,  Caled  was  the  fidt  in  arms ;  at  the  heaJ 
^  ^|'_    ,  of  four  hundred  horfe  he  flew  to  thepoft  of  dan- 
ger, and  the  tears  trickled  down  his  iron  cheeks^ 
as  he  uttered  a  fervent  ejaculation  j  "  O  God ! 
"  who  never  fleepeft,  look  upon  thy  fervants,  and 
"  do  not  deliver  them  into  the  hands  of  their 
"  enemies."  The  valour  and  vifitory  of  Thomas 
werearreftedbythe  prefence  of  the  Swordqf God; 
with  the  knowledge  of  the  peril,  the  Moflems  re- 
covered their  ranks,  and  charged  the  aflailants  in 
the  flank  and  rear.  After  the  lofs  of  thoufands, 
the  Chrifl:ian  general  retreated  with  a  fig)i  of 
defpair,  and  the  purfuit  of  the  "Saracens  was 
checked  by  the  military  engines  of  the  rampart. 
The  city  b      After  a  fiegc  of  feventy  days%  the  patience, 
ftonnand   ^°^  perhaps  the  provifions,  of  the  Damafcenes 
capituia-    Were  exhaufl:ed ;  and  the  bravefli  of  their  chiefs 
tioH,Aj).  fubmitted  to  the  hard  di6lates  of  neceflTity.    In 
the  occurrences  of  peace  and  war,  they  had  been 
taught  to  dread  the  fiercenefs  of  Caled,  and  to 
revere  the  mild  virtues  of  Abu  Obeidah.   At  the 
hour  of  midnight,  one  hundred  chofen  deputies  of 
the  clei'gyand  people  were  introduced  to  the  tent 
.   of  that  venerable  commander.   He  received  and 
difmifled  them  with  courtefy.  They  returned  with 

^  Abulfeda  allows  only  feventy  days  for  the  fiege  of  Damafcus 
(AnnaL  Mofiem,  p.  67*  verf.  Reifke) ;  but  Elmacin^  who  mentions 
this  opinion,  prolongs  the  term  to  fix  moaths,  and  notices  the  ufe  of 
balifia  by  the  Saracens  (Hift.  Saracen,  p.  %$,  3  a.).  Even  this  longer 
period  is  infufficient  to  fill  the  interval  between  the  battle  of  Aiznadin 
(July,  AJ>.  633.)  and  the  acceffion  of  Omar  (44  July,  A.D.  634)^ 
to  whofe  reign  the  conqueft  of  Damafcus  is  unanimoufly  afcribed 
(Al  Wakidi,  apud  Ockley,  vol.i.  p.  115.  Abulpharagius,  Dynaft 
p.  1 1  a.  verf.  Pocock).  Perhaps,  as  in  the  Trojan  war,  the  operations 
were  interrupted  by  excurfions  and  detachments,  till  the  lafl  feventy 
days  of  the  fiege. 

a  written 
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a  written  agreement,  on  the  faith  of  a  companion  chap. 
of  Mahomet,  that  all  hoftilities  ftiould  cfeafe;  that 
the  voluntary  emigrants  might  depart  in  fafety, 
with  as  much  as  they  could  carry  away  of  their 
effedls;  and  that  the  tributary  fubjcifts  of  the 
caliph  (hould  enjoy  their  lands  and  houfes,  with 
the  ufe  and  pofleffion  of  feven  churches.  On  thefe 
^  terms,'the  moft  refpe6lable  hoflages,and  the  gate 
neareft  to  his  camp,  were  delivered  into  his 
hands  :  his  foldiers  imitated  the  moderation  of 
their  chief;  and  he  enjoyed  the  fubmiffive  gra- 
titude of  a  people  whom  he  had  refcued  from 
deftru6li6n.  But  the  fuccefs  of  the  treaty  had  re- 
laxed their  vigilance,  and  in  the  fame  moment 
the  oppolite  quarter  of  the  city  was  betrayed  and 
taken  by  aflault.  A  party  of  an  hundred  Arabs 
had  opened  the  eaftern  gate  to  a  more  inexora- 
ble foe.  "  No  quarter,"  cried  the  rapacious  and 
fanguinary  Caled,  "  no  quarter  to  the  enemies 
"  of  the  Lord :"  his  trumpets  founded,  and  a 
torrent  of  Chriftian  blood  was  poured  down  the 
ilreetsiof  Damafcus.  When  he  reached  the  church 
of  St.  Mary,^he  was  aftonifhed  and  provoked  by 
the  peaceful  afpe6l  of  his  companions;  their 
fwords  were  in  the  fcabbard,  and  they  were  fur- 
rounded  by  a  multitude .  of  priefts  and  monks. 
Abu  Obeidah  laluted  the  general;  "  God,*'  faid 
he,  "  has  delivered  the  city  into  my  hands  by 
^'  way  of  furrender,  and  has  iaved  the  believers 
*«  the  trouble  of  fighting."  «  And  am  /  not," 
replied  the  indignant  Caled,  "  am  I  not  the 
*'  lieutenant  of  the  commander  of  the  faithful? 
*^  Have  I  not  taken  the  city  by  ftorm?  The 
"  unbelievers  fliall  perifti  by  the.lWord.  Fall  on." 

12  The 
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CHAP.  Th^  hungry  and  cruel  Arabs  would  have  obeyed 
the  welcome  command}  and  Damafcus  was  loft, 
if  the  benev(dence  of  Abu  Obeidah  liad  not  been 
fiipported  by  a  decent  and  dignified  firmneis. 
Throwing hioiielf  between  the  trembling  citizens 
and  the  mod  eager  of  the  Barbarians,  he  adjured 
them  by  the  holy  waae  of  God^  to  refpe^l  bis 
promife,  to  fuipend  their  fury,  and  to  wait  the  de« 
termtnationof  their  cKie&.  The  chiefs  retired  into 
the  church  of  St  Mary ;  and  after  a  vehement  de« 
bate,CaIed  fubmitted  in  fame  meafure  to  the  rea- 
fon  and  authority  of  his^  colleague ;  who  urged  the 
fan&ity  of  a  covenant,  the  advantage  as  wdl  as 
the  honour  which  theMoflems  would  derive  from 
the  pufiftual  performance  of  their  word,  aod  the 
dbftinate  lefiftance  which  they  muit  encowiter 
from  the  diftruft  and  de%air  of  the  reft  of  the 
SyrisuKcities.  It  was  screed  that  the  fward  fluould 
be  (heathed,  that  the  part  of  Damafcus  which  had 
fiirrendered  to  Abu  Obeddafa,  ihould  be  imme-^ 
dmtely  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  his  capitukition, 
and  that  the  final  decifion  flMtttld  be  r^erred 
to  the  juAice  and  wifdom  of  the  caliph^'.  A 
large  majority  of  the  people  accepted  the  terms 
of  toleratioa  and  tributse^  and  Dama&us  is 
ftill  peopled  by  twenty  thoufand  Chriftiaas. 
Sut  the  valiant  Thomas,  and  the  free-born 
patriots  who  had  fought  under  hia  banner,  em^ 
braced  the  alternative  of  poverty  asid  exile.  In 
the  adjacent  meadow,,  a  nuinerdtts  encampatent 

''  It  appears  from  Abulfeda  (p.  125.)  and  Elmacin  (p.aa.)^  that 
this  difiin^on  of  the  two  parts  of  Batnarcus  was  long  remefd[>ered» 
tiiough  not  aHoys  n^e^ndf  by  l&e  Mahometati  fovcrdgn**  See 
iikewife  Eatychius  (AnnaL  torn*  iu  p«J79f  58Q.383.]. 

was 
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was  formed  of  priefts  and  laymen,  of  foldiers  and  chap. 
citizens,  of  women  and  children :  they  collefted,       ^^'    ^ 
with  bafte  and  terror,  their  moft  precious  m6ve- 
aMes :  and  abandoned  with  loud  lamentations, 
or  filent  anguiOi,  their  native  homes,  and  the 
pleafant  banks  of  the  Pharphar.     The  inflexible 
foul  of  Caled  was  not  touched  by  the  fpe6tacle 
of  their  diftrefs;  be  difputed  with  the  Damaf- 
cenes  the  property  of  a  magazine  of  corn ;  en- 
deavoured to  exclude  the  garrifon  from  the  be- 
nefit of  the  treaty  ;  confented,  with  relu^ance, 
that  each  of  the  fugitives  fliould  arm  himfetf 
with  a  fword,  or  a  lance,  or  a  bow  ;  and  fternly 
declared,  that,  after  a  refpite  of  three  days,  they 
might  be  purfued  and  treated  as  the  enemies  of 
the  Moflems. 

The  pafflon  of  a  Syrian  youth  completed  the  Purfuitof 
itfin  of  the  exiles  oi  Damafcus.    A  nobleman  of  ^^^  ^«na- 
the  city  of  the  name  of  Jonas**,  was  betrothed  ^^°**' 
te  a  wealthy  maiden ;  but  her  parents  delayed  the 
€onfommation  of  his  nuptials,  and  their  daughter 
was  perfuaded  to  efeape  with  the  man  whom  &te 
fcad  chofem    They  corrupted  the  niglitly  watch- 
men of  the  gate  Keifan :  the  lover,  who  led  the 
way,  was  encompaffed  by  a  fquadron  of  Arabs  : 
f)ut  his  exclamation  in  the  Greek  tongue,  "  the 

^'  On  the  fute  of  thefe  lovers,  whom  he  names  Phocyasand  Eudo- 
<kh  Mr.  Haghe»  has  bniFt  the  iiege  of  Dsrmalcuar,  one  of  our  moft  po* 
pslar  trage^es,  sad  whieh  pdfeffes  the  rare  meek  of  bkadbig  natvnr 
and  hiftory,  the  manners  of  the  times,  and  the  feeliag^  of  the  heart* 
The  faoliih  deKcicf  of  the  players  compelled  him  to  foften  the  guik 
ef  the  hero  aad  the  Mjptar  of  th«  heroine.  InDead  of  a  bafc  rmmpt^ 
Phocyas  ferve&tho  Arabs  as  an  honourable  ally;  inftead  of  prompt- 
ing  their  purfuit,  he  flies  to  the  foccour  of  his  countrymen,  and  after 
kiiliBg'  Cated  and  Ihnr,  h  hkifislf  morlalky  wounded,  and  expira^  in 
the  prefence  of  Eudocia,  who  profefles  her  refiiltttioa  to  take  the  veil 
at  Conitaatinople.    A  frigid  catafirophe  I 

«  bird 
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CHAP."  bird  is  taken,"   admonifhed  his  miftrefs  to 
J^     haften  her  return.   In  the  prefence  of  Caled,  and 
of  death,  the  unfortunate  Jonas  profeffed  his  be- 
lief in  one  God  and  his  Apoflle  Mahomet ;  and 
continued,  till  the  feafon  of  his  martyrdom,  to 
difcharge  the  duties  of  a  brave  and  fincere  Muful- 
man.     When  the  city  was  taken,  he  flew  to  the 
monaftery,  where  Eudocia  had  taken,  refuge ; 
but  the  lover  was  forgotten  ;  the  apoilate  was 
fcomed ;  (he  preferred  her  religion  to  her  coun- 
try ;  and  the  juftice  of  Caled,  though  deaf  to 
mercy,  refufed  to  detain  by  force  a  male  or  fe- 
male inhabitant  of  Damafcus.     Four  days  was 
the  general  confined  to  the  city  by  the  obb'ga- 
tion  of  the  treaty,  and  the  urgent  cares  of  his 
new  conquefl.      His  appetite  for  blood  and  ra* 
pine  would  have  been  extinguiflied  by  the  hope- 
lefs  computation  of  time  and  diftance  ;  but  he 
liflened  to  the  importunities  of  Jonas,  who  aflured 
him  that  the  weary  fugitives  might  yet  be  over- 
taken.    At  the  head  of  four  thoufancl  horfe,  in 
the  di%uife  of  Chriftian  Arabs,  Caled  undertook 
the  purfuit.     They  halted  only  for  the  moments 
of  prayer  ;  and  the  guide  had  a  perfedt  know- 
ledge of  the  country.  For  a  long  way  the  footfteps 
of  the  Damafcenes  were  plain  and  conlpicuous  : 
they  vaniflied  on  a  fiidden  j  but  the  Saracens 
were  comforted  by  the  aflurance  that  the  caravan 
had  turned  afide  into  the  mountains,  and  mufl 
Ipeedily  fall  into  their  hands.     In  traverfing  the 
ridges  of  the  Libanus,  they  endured  intolerable 
hardfhips,  and  the  finking  ipirits  of  the  veteran 
fanatics  were  fupported  and  cheered  by  the  un- 
conquerable  ardour  of  a  lover.     From  a  peafant 

of 
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dT  the  country,  they  were  informed  that  the  Em-  chap. 
peror  had  fent  orders  to  the  colony  of  exiles,  to 
purfue  without  delay  the  road  of  the  fea-coait, 
and  of  Conflantinople,  apprehenfive,  perhaps, 
that  the  foldiers  and  people  of  Antioch  might  be 
difcouraged  by  thefight  and  the  ftory  of  their  fiif- 
ferings.     The  Saracens  were  conducted  through 
the  territories  of  Gabala  ^^  and  Laodicea,  at  a 
cautious  diflance  from  the  walls  of  the  cities  ; 
the  rain  was  inceflant,  the  night  was  dark,  a 
fingle  mountain  feparated  them  from  the  Roman 
army ;  and  Caled,  ever  anxious  for  the  fafety  of 
his  brethren,  whifpered  an  ominous  dream  in  the 
ear  of  his  companion.     With  the  dawn  of  day, 
the  prolpe£i  again  cleared,  and  they  faw  before 
them,  in  a  pleafant  valley,  the  tents  of  Damafcus. 
After  a  Ihort  interval  of  repofe  and  prayer,  Caled 
divided  his  cavalry  into  four  fquadrons,  commit- 
ting the  firft  to  his  faithful  Derar,  and  referving 
the  laft  for  himfelf.     They  fucceffively  ruihed  on 
the  promifcuous  multitude,  infufficiently  pro- 
vided with  arms,  and  already  vanquiflied  by  for- 
row  and  fatigue.  Except  a  captive  who  was  par- 
doned  and  difniifled,  the  Arabs  enjoyed  the  fatis- 
fa£lion  of  believing  that  not  a  Chriftian  of  either 
fex  efcaped  the  edge  of  their  fcymetars.     The 
gold  and  filver  of  Damafcus  was  fcattered  over 
the  camp,  and  a  royal  wardrobe  of  three  hundred 

,  ^^  The  towns  of  Gabala  and  Laodicea^  which  the  Arabs  pafied,  fiill 
exift  in  a  iiate  of  decay  (Maundrelly  p.  11^12.  Pococky  voLii.  p.  13.). 
Had  not  the  Chriftians  been  overtaken^  they  mull  have  crofled  the 
Orontes  on  fome  bridge  m  the  fixteen  miles  between  Antioch  and  the 
feay  and  might  have  rejoined  the  high  road  of  Conitantinople  at  Alex- 
andria. The  Itineraries  will  reprefent  the  dire^ions  and  difiances 
(p.  I46«  X4S.  58Z9  584.  edit.  WefTeling). 
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CHAP.  loAd  of  filk  might  clothe  an  army  of , naked  Bar* 
t_  ^J'  _j  barians.    In  the  tumult  of  the  battle,  Jonas 
fought  and  found  the  objeft  of  his  purfuit  j  but 
her  refentment  was  inflamed  by  the  laft  aA  of 
his  perfidy;  and  as  Eudocia  ftruggled  in  his 
hateful  embraces,  Ihe  ftruck  a  dagger  to  het 
heart.    Another  female,  the  widow  of  Thomas^ 
and  the  real  or  fuppofed  daughter  of  Heradius, 
was  fpared  and  relcafW  without  a  ranfom  :  but 
the  generofity  oi  Calbd  was  the  eSb^  of  hts  con- 
tempt ;  and  the  haughty  Saracett  infiilted,  by  a 
meffage  of  defiance,  the  throne  of  the  Gofers. 
Caled  had  penetrated  above  an  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  into  the  heart  of  the  Roman  province: 
he  returned  to  Damafcus  with  the  fame  ffecrecy 
and  fpeed.    On  the  acccffion  of  Otear,  the  Stvord 
of  God  was  removed  from  the  command ;  but 
the  caliph,  who  blamed  the  rafhttefs,  was  com- 
pelled to  applaud  the  vigour  and  condufil,  of 
the  enterprife. 
Fair  of  Another  expedition  of  the  conquerors  of  Da- 

^^y^-  mafcus  will  equally  difplay  their  avidity  and  their 
contemptfor  the  richesoftfceprefcnt world.  They 
were  informed  that  the  produce  and  manufkfibures 
of  the  country  weie  annually  coIle6l;ed  in  the  i^ir 
of  Abyla  **,  about  thirty  tniles  from  the  dty ;  that 
the  cell  of  a  devout  hermit  was  vifited  at  the  fame 
time  by  a  multitude  of  pilgrims ;  and  that  the  fef- 
tival  of  trade  and  fuperflitian  would  be  ennobled 

^  Dair  Abil  Kodos.  After  ft«rttic!ii«^  the  kftword^  tke  tpftiiety 
hel^  I  dileover  the  Abila  of  Ly&yiia8  bietweatt  Damstfetis  tnA  Helkv 
ft^ :  tfie  ittifte  {Ahil  fitgftifies  a  tteeyarrf)  ttiacMfi  with  iHttt  iltn^rtioii 
to jtrfttfy  iBj  ctft^xat  (Rciandj  Fjdeltia.  torn*  i.  |>.  ^r?.  fcAn^ii.  p.ja^. 
5*7.). 
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by  the  nuptials  of  the  daughter  of  the  governor  chap. 

of  Tripoli.     Abdallah,  the  fon  of  Jaafar,  a  glori-  ,  j^  , 

ous  and  holy  martyr,  undertook,  with  a  banner 

of  five  hundred  horfe,  the  pious  and  profitable 

commiffion  of  defpoiling  the  infidels.     As  he 

approached  the  ftir  of  Abyla,  he  was  aftoniihed 

by  the  report  of  the  mighty  concourfe  of  Jews 

and  Chriftians,  Greeks  and  Armenians,  of  natives 

of  Syria  and  of  ftrangers  of  Egypt,  to  the  nam- 

ber  of  ten  thoufand,  befides  a  guard  of  five 

thousand  horfe  that  attended  the  perfon  of  the 

bride.     The  Saracens  paufed:    "For  my  own 

"  part,"  faid  Abdallah,   *«  I  dare  not  go  back : 

"  our  foes  are  many,  our  danger  is  great,  but 

"  our  reward  is  fplendid  and  fecure,  either  in 

"  this  life  or  in  the  life  to  come.   Let  every  man, 

"  according  to  his  inclination,  advance  or  retire." 

Not  a  Mufulman  deferted  his  flandard.   "  Lead 

"  the  way,"  faid  Abdallah  to  his  Chriftian  guide, 

"  and  you  (hall  fee  what  the  companions  of  the 

**  prophet  can  perform."    They  charged  in  five 

fquadrons ;  but  after  the  firfl;  advantage  of  the 

furprife  they  were  encompafied  and  almofl^  over-. 

whelmed  by  the  multitude  of  their  enemies;  and 

their  valiant  band  is  fancifully  compared  to  a 

white  fpot  in  the  fldn  of  a  black  camel  ^K  About 

the  hour  of  funfet,  when  their  weapons  dropped 

from  their  hands,  when  they  panted  on  the  verge 

of  eternity,  they  difcovered   an  approaching 

^M  am  bolder  than  Mr.  Ocklef  (vol.  i.  p.  i6i4.)^  who  dares  not  in- 
iert  this  figurative  expreffion  in  the  text>  though  hj^  obferves  in  a  mar* 
l^nal  note»  that  the  Axabians  often  borrow  their  fimiles  from  that  ufefiil 
and  familiar  animal.  The  reinsieer  may  be  equally  famous  in  iiim 
Ibogt  of  the;  Laplanders 
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CHAP.  «loud  of  duft,  they  heard  the  welcome  found  of 
^  ^*  the  fecfor**,  and  they  foon  perceived  the  Hand- 
ard  of  Caled,  who  flew  to  their  relief  with  the 
utmofl  fpeed  of  his  cavalry.  The  Chrifl;ians  wer^j 
broken  by  his  attack,  and  flaughtered  in  their 
flight,  as  far  the  river  of  Tripoli,  They  left  be- 
hind them  the  various  riches  of  the  fair;  ti© 
merchandifes  that  were  expofed  for  iale,  the 
money  that  was  brought  for  purchafe,  the  gay 
decorations  of  the  nuptials,  and  the  governor's 
daughter,  with  forty  of  her  female  attendants. 
The  fruits,  provifions,  and  furniture,  the  money, 
plate,  and  Jewels,  were  diligently  laden  on  the 
backs  of  horfes,  afles,  and  mules;  and  the  holy 
robbers  returned  in  triumph  to  Damafcus.  The 
hermit,  after  a  Ihort  and  angry  controverly  with 
Caled,  declined  the  crown  of  martyrdom,  and 
was  left  alive  in  the  folitary  fcene  of  blood  and 
devaftation. 
Sieges  of  Syria *%one  of  the  countries  that  have  been 
"SS,  in^proved  by  the  mofl:  early  cultivation,  is  not 
A.D.635. 

^  We  heard  the  tecbir ;  fo  the  Arabs  call 
Their  (hout  of  onfet^  when  with  loud  appeal 
They  challenge  heaveny  as  if  demanding  conqueft. 
This' word,  fo  formidable  in  their  holy  wars^is  a  verb  a6Uve(ia]n 
Ockley  in  his  index)  of  the  fecond  conjugation,  from  Kabbarth  wluch 
iignifies  faying  Alia  Achar^  God  is  moil  mighty ! 

*^  In  the  geography  of  Abulfeda,  the  defcription  of  Syria,  his  native 
^  country,  is  the  moft  interefting  and  authentic  portion.  It  was  pub* 
lilhed  in  Arabic  and  Latin,  Lipfise,  1766,  in  quarto^  with  the  levned 
notes  of  Kochler  and  Reiflu,  and  fome  extradls  of  geography  and 
natural  hiftory  from  Ibn  Ol  Wardii.  Among  the  modem  traveby 
Pocock^s  defcription  of  the  £aft  (of  Syria  and  Mefopotamia,  Yol.ii* 
p.  88—5109.)  is  St  work  of  fuperior  learning  and^  dignity ;  but  th« 
author  too  pften  confounds  what  he  fasd  feen  and  what  he  had 
read. 
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unworthy  of  the  preference  ^%  The  heat  of  the  chap. 
climate  is  tempered  by  the  vicinity  of  the  fea  and  ^^' 
mountains,  by  the  plenty  of  wood  and  water;  and 
the  produce  of  a  fertile  foilaffords  the  fubfiftenccj 
and  encourages  the  propagation,  of  men  and  ani- 
mals. From  the  age  of  David  to  that  of  Hera- 
clius,  the  country  was  overfpread  with  ancient 
and  flourifliing  cities:  the  inhabitants  were  nu- 
merous and  wealthy ;  and,  after  the  flow  rava:ge 
of  delpotifm  and  fuperftition,  after  the  recent 
calamities  of  the  Perfian  war,  Syria  could  ft  ill 
attradb  and  reward  the  rapacious  tribes  of  the 
defert.  A  plain,  of  ten  days  journey,  from 
Damafcus  to  Aleppo  and  Antioch,  is  watered, 
on  the  weftern  fide,  by  the  winding  courfe  of 
the  Orontes.  The  hills  of  Libanus  and  Anti- 
Libanus  are  planted  from  north  to  fouth,between 
the  Orontes  and  the  Mediterranean;  and  the 
epithet  of  hollow  (Coelefyria)  was  applied  to  a 
long  and  fruitful  valley,  which  is  confined  in  the 
fame  direfilion  by  the  two  ridges  of  fnowy  moun- 
tains'^^. Among  the  cities,  which  are  enumerated 
by  Greek  and  Oriental  names  in  the  geography 

^  The  praifes  of  Dionyfius  are  juft  and  lively.  Kat  rm  fiiv  (Syria) 
troXXot  Ts  xoM  oX/Sw*  avJpgf  £;^tf6rtv  (in  Periegefi,  v.  90a.  in  tom.iv.  Geo- 
graph.  Minor.  Hudfon.).  In  another  place  he  ftyles  the  country 
vohnrroKif  molv  (v.  898.).     He  proceeds  to  fay, 

Hotau  ^i  TOi  Xiirc^fn  re  xcci  svBolog  iirXiTo  x^pn 
MnX»  TE  ^s^ifAiVM  xa»  hv^^Bat  napTrov  oct^uf,     y»  921,  921. 
This  poetical  geographer  lived  in  the  age  of  Auguftus,  and  his  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  world  is  illuibrated  by  the  Gre^  commentary  of  Euftathius, 
who  paid  the  fame  complin^ent  to  Horaer  and  Dionyflus  (Fabric*  Bib«! 
iiot.  Graec.  1.  iv.  c.  a.  torn.  iii.  p.  ai,  &c.). 

^  The  topography  of  the  Libanus  and.  Anti-Libanus  is  excellently 
defcribed  by  the  learning  and  fenfe  of  Reland  (Paleflin.  tom.i.  p.  31Z 
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aad  conqueft  of  Syria,  we  may  diftinguifh  Eme(a 
or  Hems,  Heliopolis  or  Baalbec,  the  former  ^s 
the  metropolis  of  the  plain,  the  latter  as  the 
capital  of  the  valley.  Under  the  laft  of  the 
Csefars,  they  were  ftrong  and  populous:  the 
turrets  glittered  from  afar:  an  ample  fpace  was 
covered  with  public  and  private  buildings  j  and 
the  citizens  were  illuftrious  by  their  ^irit,  or  at 
leaft  by  their  pride ;  by  their  riches,  or  at  leaft 
by  their  luxury.  In  the  days  of  paganifm,  both 
Emefa  and  Heliopolis  were  addifted  to  the  wor- 
jhip  of  Baal,  or  the  fun ;  but  the  decline  ci 
their  fuperftition  and  fplendour  has  been  marked 
by  a  fingular  variety  of  fortune.  Not  a  veftige 
remains  of  the  temple  of  Eqiefa,  which  was 
equalled  in  poetic  ftyle  to  the  lummits  of  mount 
Libanus  ^'',  while  the  ruins  of  Baalbec,  invifible 
to  the  writers  of  antiquity,  excite  the  curiofity 
and  wonder  of  the  European  traveller  '*•  The 
meafure  of  the  temple  is  two  hundred  feet  in 

^      ■    ■    Emefa  taftigia  celfa  renident 

Nam  difiiiik  folo  latus  explicat;  ac  fubit  auraa 

TurribtM  in  ccelum  nitentibus :  incola  dans 

Cor  ftu'diis  acuit     •     .     •    . 

Denique  flammicomo  devoti  peAora  foil 

Vitam  agitant.    Libanus  frondofa  cacumina  turget. 

£t  tamen  bis  certant  celfi  faftigia  templi. 
Thefe  verfes  of  the  Latin  verfion  of  Rufus  Avienus  ase  wanting  in  the 
Greek  original  of  Dionyfius ;  and  iince  they  are  likewife  unnoticed  by 
Euftathiusy  I  muft,  with  Fabricius  (Bibliot.  Latin,  torn*  iii.  p.  153.  edit. 
£mefti)>  and  agabft  Salmafius  (ad  Vopifcum^  p.  3669, 367.  in  Hift.  An- 
guft.>  afcribe  them  to  the  fkncy  rather  than  to  the  MSS.  of  Avienus. 
''  I  am  much  better  fatisfied  with  Maundreli's  flight  oAavo  (Jour- 
ney>  p.  134^1$^$  than  with  the  pompous  folio  of  Dr.  Pocock  (De- 
fcription  of  the  Eafti  vol.iL  p.  106—1x3.);  but  eveiy  preceding 
account  is  eclipfed  by  the  magnificent  defcription  and  drawings  of 
M.*  M.  Dawkins  and  Wood,  who  have  tranfported  iftto  England  tht 
ruins  of  Palmyra  and  Baalbec. 

lengthy 
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length,  and  one  hundred  in  breadth :  the  front  is  CHAP, 
adorned  with  a  double  portico  of  eight  columns ;  ,  J^^ 
fourteen  may  be  counted  on  either  fide ;  and  each 
column,  forty-five  feet  in  height,  is  compofed  of 
three  mafly  blocks  of  ftone  or  marble.  The  pro- 
portions and  ornaments  of  the  Corinthian  order 
exprefs  the  architecture  of  the  Greeks  ;  but  as 
Baalbec  has  never  been  the  feat  of  a  monarchy 
we  are  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  how  the  expence  of 
thefe  magnificent  ftruClures  could  be  fupplied 
by  private  or  municipal  liberality'*.  From  the 
conqueil  of  Damafcus  the  Saracens  proceeded  to 
Heliopolis  and  Emela :  but  I  fhall  decline  the 
repetition  of  the  fallies  and  combats  which  have 
been  already  fliewn  on  a  larger  fcale.  In  the 
profecution  of  the  war,  their  policy  was  not  left 
effe^ual  than  their  fword.  By  fiiort  and  feparate 
truces  they  diflyred.  the  union  of  the  enemy ; 
accufi^omed  the  Syrians  to  compare  their  friend- 
fliip  with  their  eumity ;  familiarifed  the  idea  of 
their  language,  religion  and  manners :  and  ex- 
faaufted,  by  clandeiline  purchafe,  the  magazines 
and  arfenals  of  the  cities  which  they  returned  to 
befiege.  They  aggravated  the  ranfom  of  the 
more  wealthy  or  the  more  obftinate;  and  Chalcis 
albne  was  taxed  at  five  thoufand  ounces  of  gold^ 
five  thoufand  ounces  of  filver,  two  thoufand  robes 
of  filk,  and  as  many  figs  and  olives  as  would  load 

'^  The  Oriental  explain  the  prodigy  by  a  never-failing  expedient. 
The  edifices  of  Baalbec  were  conftrudled  by  the  .fairies  or  the  genii 
(Hift.  de  Tiniour  Bee,  torn.  iii.  L  v.  c,  s»3>  p.  3  x  I9  j  1 9.  Vojrage  d'Ot- 
ter,  torn.  i.  p.  83.).  With  lefs  abfurdity,  but  with  equal  ignorancer 
Abulfeda  and  Ibn  Chaukel  afcribe  them  to  the  Sabsans  or  Aadites.  Non 
funt  in  omi^  Syria  xdificia  magnifioentiQra  bis  (TabuJii  Syri«)  p.  loj.). 

p  D  3  five 
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CHAP,  five  thoufand  affes.  But  the  terms  of  truce  or 
^  ^^'  ,  capitulation  were  faithfully  obferved  j  and  the 
lieutenant  of  the  caliph,  who  had  promifed  not 
to  enter  the  walls  of  the  captive  Baalbec,  remain- 
ed tranquil  and  immoveable  in  his  tent  till  the 
jarring  fa6lions  folicited  the  interpofition  of  a 
foreign  mailer.  The  conqueil  of  the  plain  and 
valley  of  Syria  was  atchieved  in  lefs  than  two 
years.  Yet  the  commander  of  the  faithful  re- 
proved the  flownefs  of  their  progrefs;  and  the 
Saracens,  bewailing  their  fault  with  tears  of  rage 
and  repentance,  called  aloud  on  their  chiefs  to 
lead  them  forth  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  Lord. 
In  a  recent  adtion  under  the  walls  of  Emefa,  an 
Arabian  youth,  the  coufin  of  Caled,  was  heard 
aloud  to  exclaim,  ^<  Methinks  I  fee  the  black- 
*'  eyed  girls  looking  upon  me ;  one  of  whom, 
^'  ihbuld  (he  appear  in  this  world,  all  mankind 
**  would  die  for  love  of  her.  And  I  fee  in  the 
*^  hand  of  one  of  them,  an  handkerchief  of  green 
^'  filk,  and  a  cap  of  precious  Hones,  and  £he 
**  beckons  me,  and  calls  out.  Come  hither 
"  quickly,  for  I  love  thee.'*  With  thefe  words, 
charging  the  Chriftians,  he  made  havoc  wherever 
he  went,  till,  obferved  at  length  by  the  governor 
of  Hems,  he  was  ftruck  through  with  ajaveUn* 
Battle  of  It  was  incumbeut  on  the  Saracens  to  exert  the 
^^A^n*  ^"^*  powers  of  their  valour  and  enthufiafm  againft 
636,'n^  the  forces  of  the  Emperor,  who  was  taught  by 
vwnbcr.  repeated  loffes,  that  the  rovers  of  the  defert  had 
undertaken,  and  would  Q)eedily  atchieve,  a  regu- 
lar and  permanient  conqueft.  From  the  provinces 
of  Europe  and  Afia,  fourfcore  thoufand  foldiers 

1 1  were 
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were  tranfported  by  fea  and  land  to  Antioch  chap. 
and  Cffifarea :  the  light  troops  of  the  army  con^  ^  ^^^ 
fitted  of  fixty  thoufand  Chriftian  Arabs  of  the 
tribe  of  Gafian.  Under  the  banner  of  Jabalah, 
the  laft  of  their  princes,  they  marched  in  the 
van;  and  it  was  a  maxim  of  the  Greeks,  that^ 
for  the  purpofe  of  cutting  diamond,  a  diamond 
was  the  moft  effe6luaL  Heraclius  withheld  his 
perfon  from  the  dangers  of  the  field ;  but  his 
prefumption,  or  perhs^s  his  defpondency,  fug- 
gefted  a  peremptory  order,  that  the  fate  of  the 
province  and  the  war  ihould  be  decided  by  a 
fingle  battle.  The  Syrians  were  attached  to  the 
flandard  of  Rome  and  of  the  crofe;  but  the  noble, 
the  citizen,  the  peafant,  were  exafperated  by  the 
injuftice  and  cruelty  of  a  licentious  hoft,  who 
opprefled  them  as  fubje6ls,  and  defpifed  them  as 
ftrangers  and  aliens  ".  A  report  of  thefe  mighty 
preparations  was  conveyed  to  the  Saracens  in 
their  camp  x)f  Emefa ;  and  the  chiefs,  though 
reiblved  to  fight,  aflembled  a  council:  the  faith 
of  Abu  Obeidah  would  have  expefted  on  the 
fame  fpot  the  glory  of  martyrdom  j  the  wifdom 
of  Caled  advifed  an  honourable  retreat  to  the 
fidrts  of  Paleftine  and  Arabia,  where  they  might 
await  the  fuccours  of  their  friends,and  the  attack 
of  the  unbelievers.  A  fpeedy  mefienger  foon 
returned  from  the  throne  of  Medina,  with  the 
bleffings  of  Omar  and  Ali,  the  prayers  of  the 

^^  1  have  read  fomewhere  in  Tacitus,  or  Grotius,  Subjedlos  Jiabent 
tanquam  fuos,  viles  tanquam  alienos.  Some  Greek  officers  raviflied 
the  wife,  and  murdered  the  child,  of  their  Syrian  landlord;  and  Manuel 
failed  at  his  undutiful  complaint* 

D  D  4  widows 
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CHAP,  widows  of  the  prophet,  and  a  reinforcement  of 
^J^^^  eight  thoufand  Moflems.  In  their  way  they 
overturned  a  detachment  of  Greeks,  and  when 
they  joined  at  Yermuk  the  campof  theirbrethren, 
they  found  the  pleafing  intelligence,  that  Caled 
had  already  defeated  and  fcattered  the  Chriftian 
Arabs  of  the  tribe  of  Gaflan.  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Bofra,  the  fprings  of  mount  Her- 
mon  defcend  in  a  torrent  to  the  plain  of  Deca- 
polis^  or  ten  cities ;  snd  the  Hieromax,  a  name 
which  has  been  corrupted  to  Yermuk,  is  loft  after 
a  fliort  courfe  in  the  lake  of  Tiberias  '*.  The 
banks  of  this  obfcure  itream  were  illuftrated  by 
a  long  and  bloody  encounter.  On  this  momen- 
tous occafion,  the  public  voice,  and  the  modefty 
of  Abu  Obeidah,  reftored  the  command  to  the 
moft  deferving  of  the  Moflems.  Caled  aflumed 
his  ftation  in  the  front,  his  colleague  was  pofted 
in  the  rear,  that  the  diforder  of  the  fugitives 
might  be  checked  by  his  venerable  afpe6t  and 
the  fight  of  the  yellow  banner  which  Mahomet 
had  difplayed  before  the  walls  of  Chaibar.  The 
laft  line  was  occupied  by  the  fifter  of  Derar, 
with  the  Arabian  women  who  had  enlifted 
in  this  holy  war,  who  were  accuftomed  to 
wield  the  bow  and  the  lance,  and  who  in  a 
moment  of  captivity  had  defended,  againft  the 

'^  See  Reland,  Paleftin.  torn.  i.  p.  aya.  483.  torn.  ii.  p.  773.  775. 
This  learned  profeflbr  was  equal  to  the  talk  of  deiciibing  the  Holy 
Landy  fince  he  was  alike  converfant  with  Greek  and  Latiny  with  He- 
brew and  Arabian  literature.  The  Yermuk,  or  Hieromax^  is  noticed 
by  Cellarius  (Geograph.  Antiq.  torn.  ii.  p.  39a.)  and  D'Anville  (Geo- 
graphie  Ancienne,  torn.  ii.  p.  i85.>  The  Arabs,  and  even  Abulfeda 
himfelf,  do  not  feem  to  recognife  the  fcene  of  their  vi^loryi 

uncircum- 
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iincircumcifed  ravifliers,  their  chaility  and  re-  c  H  A  p. 
ligion".  The  exhortation  of  the  general  was  ^  j^i  j^ 
brief  and  forcible :  ^^  Paradife  is  before  you, 
"  the  devil  and  hell-fire  in  your  rear.'*  Yet  fuch 
was  the  weight  of  the  Roman  cavalry,  that  the 
right  wing  of  the  Arabs  was  broken  and  feparated 
from  the  main  body.  Thrice  did  they  retreat  in 
diforder,,  and  thrice  were  they  driven  back  to 
the  charge  by  the  reproaches  and  blows  of  the 
women.  In  the  intervals  of  addon,  Abu  Obei- 
dah  vifited  the  tents  of  his  brethren,  prolonged 
their  repole  by  repeating  at  once  the  prayers  of 
two  different  hours;  bound  up  their  wounds 
with  his  own  hands,  and  adminiflered  the 
comfortable  reflexion,  that  the  infidels  partook 
of  their  fufFerings  without  partaking  of  their  re- 
ward. Four  thoufand  and  thirty  of  the  Moflems 
were  buried  in  the  field  of  battle ;  and  the  fkill 
of  the  Armenian  archers  enabled  feven  hundred 
to  boafl  that  they  had  lofl  an  eye  in  that  meri- 
torious fervice.  The  veterans  of  the  Syrian  war 
acknowledged  that  it  was  the  hardefl  and  mofl 
doubtful  of  the  days  which  they  had  feen.  But 
it  was  likewife  the  mofl  decifive:  many  thoufands 
of  the  Greeks  and  Syrians  fell  by  the  fwords  of 
the  Arabs;  many  were  flaughtered,  after  the 
defeat  in  the  woods  and  mountains ;  many,  by 
miflaking  the  ford,  were  drowned  in  the  wat^ 

ofthe  Yermuk;  and  however  the  lois  may  be 

/ 

'*  Thefe  women  were  of  the  tribe  of  the  Ij^myarites^  who  derived 
their  origin  from  the  ancient  Amalekites.  Tfieir  females  were  acci]£> 
tomed  to  ride  on  horfebacki  and  to  fight  IQce  the  Amazons  of  old 
(Ockley,  vol.i.  p.  67.>  ^  ' 

magni- 
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c  H  A  P«  magnified'^,  the  Chriftian  writers  confefs  and 
^'  bewail  the  bloody  puniihment  of  their  fins^^. 
Manuel,  the  Roman  general,  was  either  killed  at 
Damafcus,  or  took  refuge  in  the  monaftery  of 
mount  Sinai.  An  exile  in  the  Byzantine  court, 
Jabalah  lamented  the  manners  of  Arabia,  and  his 
unlucky  preference  of  the  Chriftian  caufe^'.  He 
had  once  inclined  to  the  profeffion  of  Iflam ;  but 
in  the  pilgrimage  of  Mecca,  Jabalah  was  pro- 
voked to  ftrike  one  of  his  brethren,  and  fled  with 
amazement  from  the  ftem  and  equal  juftice  o£ 
the  caliph.  The  victorious  Saracens  enjoyed  at 
Damafcus  a  month  of  pleafure  and  repofe :  the 
fpoil  was  divided  by  the  difcretioii  of  Abu  Obei- 
dah :  an  equal  ihare  was  allotted  to  a  foldier  and 
to  his  horfe,  and  a  double  portion  was  referved 
for  the  noble  courfers  of  the  Arabian  breed. 

After  the  battle  of  Yermuk,  the  Roman  army 
no  longer  appeared  in  the  field }  and  the  Sara- 

7^  We  killed  of  thein»  fays  Abu  Obeidah  to  the  caliph»  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand^  and  madeprifonen  forty  thouiand  (Ockley»  voL  L 
p.  a4i.)«  As  I  cannot  doubt  his  veracity^  nor  believe  his  computation, 
I  muft  fufpedt  that  the  Arabic  hifiorians  indulged  themfelves  in  the 
pra^e  of  compofing  fpeeches  and  letters  for  then:  heroes* 

^  After  deploring  the  fins  of  the  Chriilians,  Theophanes  adds, 
(Chronograph,  p.  a76*)»  wfirn  o  t^iuxoq  A/xceXnx  TunrMr  tljua;  tw  Xoof 

Fo^iday  Xvyu  (does  he  mean  Aiznadin  ?)  km  It^fxuxaf^  xai  my  aQarfjLOv 
cu^toyy<notu  His  account  is  brief  and  obfcure,  but  he  accuies  tfat 
numbm  of  the  enemy,  the  adyerfe  wind,  and  the  cloud  of  duft :  /«« 
imjOimj  (the  Romans)  «»Twrfoo-ft«rwai  ixfifow  ^*«  to»  xoviofnof,  ivtwnm^ 
%M  i0Hn-&s  /^oXXoyre;  »(  ra;  reyo^ff  iv  If p/bto^dv  TrorecfAU  mu  avvXomo 
flB^  (Chronograph,  p.  aSc). 

^  See  Abui^eda  (Annal«  Moflem.  p.  70,  7i.)»  who  tranfcribes  the 
poetical  complaint  of  Jabalah  himfelf,  and  fome  panegyrical  ftrains  of 
an  Arabian  poet,  to  whom  the  chief  of  Gaflan  fent  from  Confian- 
tinople  a  gif^  of  five  hundred  pieces  of  gold  by  the  hands  of  the  am* 
bai&dor  of  Omar. 

cen9 
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cens  might  fecurely  chufe  among  the  fortified  chap. 
towns  of -Syria,  the  firft  obje6fc  of  their  attack.  ,    ^1  ^ 
They  confulted  the  caliph  whether  they  fliould  conqueft 
march  to  Caefarea  or  Jerufalem  j  and  the  advice  cfJcnS^ 
of  Ali  determined  the  immediate  fiege  of  the  ^.i>.  637^ 
latter.    To  a  profane  eye,  Jerufalem  was  the  firll 
or  fecond  capital  of  Paleftine  j  but  after  Mecca 
and  Medina,  it  was  revered  and  vifited  by  the 
devout  Moflems,  as  the  temple  of  the  Holy 
Land  which  had  been  fandlified  by  the  revelation 
of  Mofes,  of  Jefus,  and  of  Mahomet  himfelf. 
The  fon  of  Abu  Sophian  was  fent  with  five 
thoufand  Arabs  to  try  the  firil  experiment  of 
furprife  or  treaty ;  but  on  the  eleventh  day,  the 
town  was  invefted  by  the  whole  force  of  Abu 
Obddah.     He  addreffed  the  cufi:omary  fummons 
to  the  chief  commanders  and  people  of  jElia^^. 
^^  Health  and  happinefs  to  every  one  that  follows 
^*  the  right  way !    We  require  of  you  to  teftify 
^'  that  there  is  but  one  God,  and  that  Mahomet 
**  is  his  apofi;ie.     If  you  refufe  this,  confent 
"  to  pay  tribute,  and  be  under  us  forthwith, 
"  Otherwife  I  Ihall  bring  men  againfi:  you  who 
"  love  death  better  than  you  do  the  drinking 
"  of  wine  or  eating  hog's  flelh.     Nor  will  I  ever 
"  ftir  from  you,  if  it  pleafe  God,  till  I  have 
*^  deftroyed  thofe  that  fight  for  you,  and  made 

7  In  the  name  of  tHe  cit^^  the  profane  prevailed  over  the  facred; 
Jerufalem  was  known  to  the  devout  Chriftians  (Eufeb.  de  Martyr. 
Paleft*  c.ix.);  but  the  legal  and  popular  appellation  ofu£/ia(die 
colony  of  JBlius  Hadrianus)  has  palled  from  the  Romans  to  the  Arabs 
(Relandy  Paleflin.  torn.  i.  p.  207.  torn.  ii.  p.  835.  D'Herbeloty  Biblio* 
theque  Orientale,  Co^9  p.269.  //i^9  p*420«).  The  epithet  of  ^/ 
Codj,  the  H0I79  is  ufed  as  the  proper  name  of  Jerufalem. 

«  Haves 
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CHAP.**  flaves  of  your  children."  But  the  city  was 
LI.  defended  on  every  fide  by  deep  vallies  and  fteep 
afcents ;  fince  the  invafion  of  Syria;^  the  walls 
and  towers  had  been  anxioufly  restored ;  the 
braveft  of  the  fugitives  of  Yermuk  had  flopped 
in  the  neareil  place  of  refuge ;  and  in  the  defence 
of  the  iepulchre  of  Chrift,  the  natives  and  ilran- 
ges*s  might  fed  fome  iparks  of  the  enthufiafin 
which  fb  fiercdy  glowed  in  the  bofoms  of  the 
Saracens.  The  fiege  of  Jerufalem  lafted  four 
months ;  not  a  day  was  loft  without  fome  action 
of  fally  or  aflault;  the  military  engines  in- 
ceflantly  played  from  the  ramparts;  and  the 
inclemency  of  the  winter  was  ftill  more  painful 
and  deftru6tive  to  the  Arabs.  The  Chriftians 
yidded  at  length  to  the  perfeverance  of  the 
befiegers.  The  patriarch  Sophronius  appeared 
on  tbe  walls,  and  by  the  voice  of  an  interpreter 
demanded  a  conference.  After  a  vain  attempt 
to  difluade  the  lieutenant  of  the  caliph  from  his 
impious  enterprife^j  he  propofed,  in  the  name  of 
the  people,  a  fair  capitulation,  with  this  extra- 
ordinary claufe,  that  the  articles  of,  fecurity 
fhould  be  ratified  by  the  authority  and  prefence 
of  Omar  himfelf.  The  quefiion  was  dd)atecl  in 
the  council  of  Medina ;  the  fandtity  of  the  place, 
and  the  advice  of  Ali,  perfuaded  the  caliph  to 
gratify  the  wiflies  of  his  foldiers  and  enemies  j 
and  the  fimplicity  of  his  journey  is  more  il- 
luftrious  than  the  royal  pageants  of  vanity  and 
oppreffion.  The  conqueror  of  Perfia  and  Syria 
was  mounted  on  a  red  camel  which  carried,  be- 
fides  his  perfon,  a  bag  of  corn,  a  bag  of  dates,  a 
2 I  wooden 
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wooden  difli,  and  a  leather  bottle  of  water,  chap. 
Wherever  he  halted,  the  company,  without  dif-  ^^' 
tin&ion,  was  invited  to  partake  of  his  homely 
fare,  and  the  repaft  was  confecrated  by  the  prayer 
and  exhortation  of  the  commander  of  the  faith- 
ful***. But  in  this  expedition  or  pilgrimage, 
his  power  was  exercifed  in  the  adminiftratipn  of 
juftice:  he  reformed  the  licentious  polygamy 
of  the  Arabs,  relieved  the  tributaries  from  ex- 
tortion  and  cruelty,  and  chaftifed  the  luxury 
of  the  Saracens,  by  defpoiling  them  of  their  rich 
filks,  and  dragging  them  on  their  faces  in  the 
dirt.  When  he  came  within  fight  of  Jurufalem, 
the  caliph  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  **  God  is  vic- 
"  torious.  O  Lord,  give  us  an  eafy  conqueft;'^ 
and  pitching  his  tent  of  coarfe  hair,  calmly 
feated  himfelf  on  the  ground.  After  figning 
the  capitulation,  he  entered  the  city  withoui 
fear  or  precaution ;  and  courteoufly  difcourfed 
with  the  patriarch  concerning  its  religious  anti- 
quities**. Sophronius  bowed  before  his  new 
inafter,  and  fecretly  muttered  in  the  words  of 
Daniel,  "  The  abomination  of  defolation  is  in 
"  the  holy  place'*."    At  the  hour  of  prayer  they 

^  The  fingular  jounifly  and  equipage  of  Omar  are  de&ribed  (be- 
fides  Ockky>  voL  i»  p.  •50.)  by  Murtadi  (Merveilles  de  I'Egyple^  p.  jk>o 
— aoa.). 

^'  The  Arabs  boaft  of  an  old  prophecy  pr^nred  at  Jeruialem» 
and  ddcribiag  the  aamey  the  re%ion>  and  the  peribn  of  Omary  the 
future  coaqoeror.  By  fuch  arts  the  Jews  are  ikid  to  have  fbothed 
the  pride  of  their  foreiga  maftersy  Cyrus  and  Alexander  (Jofeph.  AaU 
Jud.  1.  xi.  c.  1. 8.  p.547«  579 — S^**)* 

^'  To  ff^tkuyfM  riK  ^n^w^  to  pndev  Im  £MwnK  r»  VfoPura  iruf  a  rovu  ' 
oyi^.    Thec^jum.  Chronograph,  p.  2Z1.    This  precUiStiout  which  had 
already  fenred  for  Antiochus  and  the  Romans*  was  again  refitted  for 
the  prefent  occafion*  by  the   (economy  of  Sophronius^  one  of  th& 
deepeft  theologians  of  the  Monothelite  controverfy. 
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CHAP,  ftood  together  in  the  church  of  the  refiirreftion; 
j^^^  but  the  caliph  refufed  to  perform  his  devotions^ 
and  contented  himfelf  with  praying  on  the  fteps 
of  the  church  of  Conftantine.  To  the  patriarch 
he  difclofed  his  prudent  and  honourable  motive. 
**  Had  I  jrielded/'  laid  Omar,  "  to  your  requeft, 
^'  the  Moflems  of  a  future  age  would  have  in- 
fringed the  treaty  under  colour  of  imitating 
my  example.^'  By  his  command  the  ground 
of  the  temple  of  Solomon  was  prepared  for  the 
foundation  of  a  mofch'^ ;  and,  during  a  refi- 
dence  of  ten  days,  he  regulated  the  prefent 
and  future  date  of  his  Syrian  conquefts.  Medina 
might  be  jealous,  left  the  caliph  fhould  be  de- 
tained  by  the  faulty  of  Jeruialem  or  the  beauty 
of  Damafcus ;  her  apprehenfions  were  difpelled 
by  his  prompt  and  voluntary  return  to  the  tomb 
of  the  apoftle'^ 

Of  Akppo      To  atchieve  what  yet  remained  of  the  Syrian 

*J*^-     war,  the  caliph  had  formed  two  feparate  armies; 

A,D.  638.  a  chofen  detachment^  under  Amrou  and  Yezid, 
was  left  in  the  camp  of  Paleftine ;  while  the  larger 
divifion,  under  the  ftandard  of  Abu  Obeidahand 
Caledy  marched  away  to  the  north  againft  An- 

'^  According  to  the  accurate  forvey  of  D'Anvflle  (Diflertationfur 
randenne  Jernfidem,  p.  40^—549  the  mofch  of  Omar,  eiilai|;ed  and 
cmbellilhed  by  fucceedin^  caliphs^  covered  the  ground  of  the  ancient 
temple  {vaXeucv  ra  fuyeoii  mw  ^leAn  fstys  Phocas)  a  length  of  ai5)  > 
breadth  of  1709  toi/es.  The  Nubian  geographer  declares,  that  thii 
magnificent  firuAure  was  fecood  only  in  fize  and  beauty  to  the  great 
.mofch  of  Cordora  (p.  1x3.)  whofe  prefent  ftate  Mr.  Swinburne  has  fo 
elegantly  reprefented  (Traveb  into  Spain,  i^^'^soz*)* 

*^  Of  the  many  Arabic  taiikhs  or  chronicles  of  Jeruialem  (D'He^ 
belot,  p.  867.)!  Ockiey  found  one  among  the  Pocock  MSS.  of  Oxford 
(vol.r.  p.  isi'h  whkh  he  has  ded  to  fupply  the  defedliTe  narrative  of 
AlWakidi.  ^ 
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lioch  and  Aleppo.  The  latter  of  thefe^  the  Beraea  chap. 
of  the  Greeks,  was  not  yet  illuftrlous  as  the  ^^^ 
capital  of  a  province  or  a  kingdom ;  and  the  in- 
habitants, by  anticipating  their  fubmiflion  and 
pleading  their  poverty,  obtained  a  moderate 
compofition  for  their  lives  and  religion.  But 
the  caftle  of  Aleppo  *%  diftin^  from  the 
city,  flood  ere6l  on  a  lofly  artificial  mound : 
the  fides  were  fliarpened  to  a  precipice,  and 
faced  with  freefl:one;  and  the  breadth  of  the 
ditch  might  be  filled  with  water  from  the  neigh- 
bouring fprings.  After  the  lofs  of  three  thou- 
sand men,  the  garrifon  was  fiJU  equal  to  the 
defence ;  and  Youkinna,  their  valiant  and  heredi- 
tary chief,  had  murdered  his  brother,  an  holy 
monk,  for  daring  to  pronouncethe  nameof  peace. 
In  a  fiege  of  four  or  five  months,  the  hardefl;  of 
the  Syrian  war,  great  numbers  of  the  Saracens  were 
killed  and  wounded:  their  removal  to  the  distance 
of  a  mile  could  not  feduce  the  vigilance  of  You- 
kinna ;  nor  could  the  Chrifl:ians  be  terrified  by 
the  execution  of  three  hundred  captives,  whom 
they  beheaded  before  the  caftle  wall.  The  filence, 
and  at  length  the  complaints,  of  Abu  Obeidah 
informed  the  caliph  that  their  hope  and  patience 
were  confumed  at  the  foot  of  this  impregnable 
ibrtrelk.  **  I  am  varioufly  affefiled,*'  replied  Omar, 
^  by  the  difference  of  your  fuccefs  j  but  I  charge 

^'  The  Perfian  hiftorian  of  Timur  (torn.  iii.  1.  v.  c.  ai.  p. 300.)  des- 
cribes the  caftle  of  Aleppo  as  founded  on  a  rock  one  hundred  cubits  in 
height;  a  proofs  fays  the  French  tranflatory  that  he  had  never  vifited 
the  place.  It  is  now  in  the  midfi  of  the  city,  of  no  fbengthy  with  a 
•lingle  gatCy  the  circuit  is  about  5  or  600  paces^  and  the  ditch  half  full 
of  ffaignant  water  (Voyages  deTavemiery  torn.  i.  p.  149.  Pocock^  vol.  ii. 
part  i.  pf.  250.).  The  fortrefles  of  the  Gaft  are  contemptible  to  an  Euro- 
i>eaneyp. 
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CHAP.*'  you  by  no  meanis  to  raife  the  fiege  of  the  oaftW* 
J^^     "  Your  retreat  would  diminifh  the  reputation  <rf 
**  our  arms,  and  encourage  the  infidels  to  fall 
**  upon  you  on  all  fides.    Remain  before  Aleppo 
**  till  God  Ihall  determine  the  events  and  forage 
"  with  your  horfe  round  the  adjacent  country/' 
The  exhortation  of  the  commander  of  the  faith- 
ful was  fortified  by  a  fupply  of  volunteers  from 
all  the  tribes  of  Arabia,  who  arrived  in  the  camp 
on  horfes  or  camels.     Among  thefe  was  Dames, 
of  a  fervile  birth,  but  of  gigantic  fize,  and  in- 
trepid refolution.     The  forty-feventh  day  of  his 
fervice  he  propofed,  with  only  thirty  men,  to 
make  an  attempt  on  the  calUe.    The  experience 
and  teftimony  of  Caled  recommended  his  oflfer ; 
and  Abu  Obeidah  admoniflied  his  brethren  not 
to  delpife  the  bafer  origin  of  Dames,  fince  he 
himfelf,  could  he    relinquifh  the  public  care, 
would  cheerfully   ferve  under  the  banner  of 
the  flave.     His  defign  was  covered  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  retreat;  and  the  camp  of  the 
Saracens  was    pitched   about    a   league   from 
Aleppo.     The  thirty  adventurers  lay  in  ambufh 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill ;  and  Dames  at  length 
fucceeded  in  his  inquiries,  though  he  was  pro- 
voked by  the  ignorance  of  his  Greek  captives. 
*'  God  curfe  thefe  dogs,'*  faid  the  illiterate  Arab, 
"  what  a  ftrange  barbarous  language  they  fpeak!** 
At  the  darkefl  hour  of  the  night,  he  fcaled  the 
moftacceffible  height  which  he  had  diligently  fur- 
veyed,  a  place  where  the  ftones  were  lefis  entire, 
or  the  flope  lefe  perpendicular,  or  the  guard  left 
vigilant.  Seven  of  the  ftouteft  Saracens,  mounted 
on  each  other's  flioulders,  and  the  weight  of  the 
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column  was  fuftained  on  the  broad  and  finewy  chap. 
back  of  the  gigantic  Have.  The  foremoft  in  this  ^_^^ 
painful  a&fint  conld  grafp  and  climb  the  lowed 
part  of  the  battlements ;  they  filently  ft abbed  arid 
call  down  the  fentineis  ;  aad  the  thirty  breAren^ 
repeating  a  pious  ejaculation,.  ^  O  Apoille  of 
*^  God,.hdp  and  deliver  xmV*  were  fiiccefllvely 
drawn  up  by  thelong  folds  of  their  turban&  Witlji 
bold  and  cautious  footfteps.  Dames  explored  the 
palace  of  the  goveonor,  who  ceLehratod,  in  xiotous 
merriment,  the  feilival  of  his  desliverance.  From 
thenbe.retumiiig  to  his  compaaions,  he  aiS&ulted 
on  Idle  iniide.  the  entrance  ;of  the  caftle.  They 
overpowered  the  guard,  ujiboLted  the  gate,-l^ 
down  the  drawbridge,  and  defenidecj  ^  narrow 
pafs,  till  the  arrival  q£  Caled,  with  the  diawn  of 
day,  relieved  then  .danger  jsmd  iuBured  their  €ont 
quefL  Youldnna,  a  formidabtLe  fee,  became  an 
a6tiveand  uiieful  profelyte;iand.the^eneral4]f  tike 
Saracens  expceflbd  his  regard  for  the  mo&  hum.* 
ble:  merit,  by  detaining^  tlie  army  jat-  JLHeppo  txU 
Dames  was  cured  of  his  honourable  wounds. 
The  papital  of  Syria  was  ilill  cov^ed  by  the 
caille  of  Aazaz  and  the  iron  bridge  of  the 
Orontes.  After  the  lofs-  of  thofe  important 
pofts,  and  die  defeat  of  the  laft  of  theEoman 
armies,  the  luxury  of  Antioch*^  trembled  and 
..  .'  "  ]  ■  ^^ed, 

.  ^  The  date  of  the.cmiqtteft  of  .^Ptioch  by  the  Ara?)s  Jfi.ci  fame 
importance.  By  cou^pari^g  ;the  ye^^rs  of  the  world,  ia,  tlie  cjirono* 
gi^phy  of  Theophaies  with  the  year&of  the  Hegira  in  the  hiftory  of 
^lmaciA>  we  fl«ll  determine,  that  it  was  .taken  between  Janwry  ,aj4 
'pnd  September  ift  of  the  year  of  Chrift  638  (Pagi,  Critica*  .in  B^ren, 
AnnaL  tom.ii.  p.8i2|8z3.)r  Al  Wakidi  (Qckley>  YoU^.  JP.3X4O 
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CHAP,  obeyed.  Her  fafety  was  ranfomed  with  three  hui> 
^  j*^!^^  dredthoafand  pieces  of  gold;  but  the  throne  of 
the  fucceflbrs  of  Alexander,  the  feat  of  the 
Kontan  government  in  the  Eafl,  which  had  been 
decorated  by  Caefiir  with  the  titles  of  free,  and 
holy,  and  inviolate,  was  degraded  under  the 
yoke  of  the  caliphs  to  the  iecondary  rank  of  a 
{Provincial  town  *^ 

III  the  life  of  Heraclius^  the  glories  of  the 
Flight  of  Perfian  war  are  clouded  on  either  hand  by  the 
A^638.  dilgrace  and  weaknefs  of  his  more  early  and  his 
later  days.  When  the  fucceffors  of  MahomeU 
unflieatfaed  the  fword  of  war  and  religion,  he 
was  aftoniihed  at  the  boundlefs  profpe6l  of  toil 
and  danger ;  his  nature  was  indolent,  nor  could 
the  infirm  and  frigid  age  of  the  Emj^eror  be 
kindled  to  a  fecond  eflfort.  The  febfe  of  fliame, 
and  the  importunities  of  the  Syrians,  prevented 
his:  hafty  departure  from  the  fcene  of  a3don;  but 
the  hero  was  no  more;  and  the  lofs  of  Damafcud 
and  Jerufalem,  the  bloody  fields  of  Aiznadin  and 
Yermuk,  may  be  imputed  in  fbme  degree  to  the 
abfence  or  mifcondu6t  of  the  fovereign.  Inftead 
of  defending  the  fepulchre  of  Cbrifl,  he  involved 
the  church  and  fkite  in  a  metaphyfical  control 
verfy  for  the  unity  of  his  will ;  and  while  Hera* 

afligns  tlrat  evi^ilt  to  Tuefday,  Auguft  zifi,  an  inconfiilent  date;  fince 
£aSer  felf  that  year  on  April  5th,  lift  of  Augufl  muft  have  been  a 
Friday  (fee  the  Tables  of  the  Art  de  Verifier  les  Dates.) 

^  His  bounteous  edidty  Mrhich  tempted  the  grateful  city  to  affume 
th^  vidlory  of  Pharfalia'  for  a  perpetual  sera,  is  given  a  AiTJo^ttani 

^  ayctToXD^  John  Malala,  in  Chroxi.  pi  91'.  cidit.  Veiiet.  We  may 
^inguiih  his  authentic  information  of  doto^ftic  fadls  frolx^his  grolH 
igM>r«ncc  of  'general-  hifiory* 
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clius  crowned  the  ofikpring  of  his  fecond  nuptials,  chap. 
he  was  tamely  ftrippe^  of  the  moft  valuable  part      ^* 
of  their  inheritance.  In  th|e  cathedral  of  Antioch^ 
in  the  prefence  of  the  bifhops,  at  the  foot  of  the 
crucifix,  he  bewailed  the  fins  of  the  prince  and 
people ;  but  his  confeffion  infl^ri^ed  the  wprld, 
that  it  was  vain,  and  perhaps  impious,  to  refifi;  the 
judginent  of  God.  The  Saracens  were  invincible 
in  fa^t,  fince  they  were  invincible  in  opinion ; 
and  the  defertion  of  Youkinna,  his  falfe  repent- 
ance and  repeated  perfidy,  might  juftiiy  the  fuf-> 
picion  of  the  Emperor,  that  he  was  encompafled 
by  traitors  and  apoftates,  who  cofifpired  to  betray 
his  perfon  and  their  country  to  the  enemies  of 
Chrifl;.     In  the  hour  of  adverfity,  his  fuperfi;ition 
was  agitated  by  the  omens  and  dreams  of  a  falling 
crown ;  and  afler  bidding  an  eternal  farewel  to 
Syria,  he  fecretly  embarked  with  a  few  attend^ 
ants,  and  abfolved  the  faith  of  his  ibbje6ts^^ 
Conilantine,  his  eldefl^  fon,  had  been  Rationed 
with  forty  thoufand  men  at  Caefarea,  the  civil  me- 
tropolis of  the  three  provinces  of  Palefl:ine.   But 
his  private  interefl;  recalled  him  to  the  Byzantine 
court ;  and,  after  the  flight  of  his  father,  he  felt 
himfelf  an  unequal  champion  to  the  united  force 
of  the  caliph.    His  vanguard  was  boldly  attacked 
by  three  hundred  Arabs  and  a  thoufand  black 
flaves,  who,  in  the  depth  of  winter,  had  clitobed 

"  See  Ockley  (voLi.  p-  308. 3il-)»  who  laughs  at  the  credulitjr  of 
his  author.  When  HeracUus  bade  farewel  to  Syriat  Vale  Syria  et 
ultimum  vale,  he  propheQed  that  the  Romans  (hould  never  re-enter 
the  province  till  the  birth  of  an  inaufpicious  child,  the  future  fcoui^e 
of  the  empire.  Abulfeda*  p.  68.  I  am  perfe^y  ignorant  of  tl^ 
iDyftic  £ta£tf  or  wiaknSkf  of  this  prediftion. 
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c  H\A.P.  the  fnowy  nlountains  of  Libanus,  and  who  were 
fpeedily  followed  by  the  vifilorioils  fqiiadrons  of 
Galed  bimielf.  From  the  north  and  fonth  the 
troops  of  Antioch  and  Jertifalem  advanced  along 
the  fea-(hore,  till  their  banners  were  joined  under 
find  of  the  walls  of  the  Phoeniciail  cities:  Tripoli  and 
the  Syrian  Tyre  Were  betrayed  j  and  a  fleet  of  fifty  trant 
^'^'  ports,  which  entered  without  diftrafl:  the  captive 
harbours,  brought  a  feafonable  fupply  of  arms  and 
provifions  to  the  camp  of  the  Saracens.  Their 
laboui^  were  terminated  by  the  unexpe6led  lur- 
render  of  Caeferea:  The  Roman  prince  had  em- 
barked in  the  night"^  j  and  the  defencelefs  citizens 
folicited  their  pardon  with  an  offering  of  two 
hundred  thoufand  pieces  of  gold.  The  remainder 
of  the  province,  Ramlah,  Ptolemais  or  Achre, 
Sichem  or  Neapolis,  Gaza,  Afcalon,  Berytus, 
Sidon,  Gabala,  Laodicea,  Apailiea,  Hieralpolis, 
no  longer  prefumed  to  difpute  the  will  of  the 
conquieror;  and  Syria  bowed  under  the  fceptra 
the  caliphs  feven  hundred  years  after  Pompey 
had  defpoiled  the  laft  of  the  Macedonian 
kings «% 

^^  In  the  toofe  and  obfcure  dironology  of  the  time$>  I*  am  guided  by 
an  authentic  record  (in  the  book  of  ceremonies  of  Conftantine  Porphy- 
rogenitus),  which  certifies  that,  June  4,  A.D.  63^,  the  Emperor 
crowned  his  younger  fon  Heraclius  in  the  prefence  of  his  ddeil  Cba- 
flantine,  and  in  the  palace  of  Conilantinople ;  that  January  i^  A.  IX 
^639,  the  royal  proceflion  vifited  the  great  church,  and  on  die  4th  of 
the  fame  month,  the  hippodrome. 

^  Sixty-five  years  before  Chrift,  Sjtria  Pontufque  monumenta  funt 
Gn.  Pompeii  virtutis  (Veil.  Patercul.  ii.  38.),  rather  of  his  fortime  and 
•power:  he  adjudged  Syria  to  be  a  Roman  province,  and  the  lait  of 
the  Seleucides  were  incapable  of  drawing  a  fword  in  the  defence 
of  their  patrimottjr  (fee  the  original  texts  coUe^ed  by  Fiber,  AnnaL 
/P.  4»o.). 
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The  fieges  and  battles  of  fix  campaigns  had  crap. 

mJ 


confuoied  many  thoufands  of  the  Mollems.  They  , ^" 


died  with  the  reputation  and  the  cheerfulnefs  of  The  con- 
martyrs  j  and  the  fimpjicity  of  their  faith  may  g"^^"*  ®^ 
be  expreiTed  in  the  words  of  an  Arabian  youth,     a.  n. 
when  he  embraced,  for  the  laft  time,  his  fifter  ^33— 639* 
and  mother :   "  It  is  not,"  faid  he,  "  the  deli- 
**  cacies  of  Syria,  or  the  fading  delights  of  this 
*'  world,  that  have  prompted  me  to  devote  my 
^  life  in  the  caufe  of  religion.     But  I  feek  the 
"  f9.your  of  God  and  his  apoftle  j  and  I  have 
^^  heard,  from  one  of  the  companions  of  the 
*^  prophet,  that  the  {pints  of  the  martyrs  will  be 
**  lodg€;d  in  the  crops  of  green  birds,  who  Ihall 
^^  tafte  the  fruits,  and  drink  of  the  rivers,  of  para. 
^^  dife.    Farewel,  we  ihall  meet  again  amo;ng  the 
^^  gvoye$  and  foui^tains  which  God  has  provided 
*«  fpr  hiss  eleft.'*    The  faithful  captives  might 
exeTcife  a  paffive  and  more  arduous  refolution ; 
and  a  coufin  of  Mahomet  is  celebrated  for  re** 
fufing,  after  an  s^bftinence  of  three  days,  the 
wine  and  pork,  the  only  nourishment  that  was 
allowed  by  the  malic$»  of  the  infidels.    The  frailty 
of  fome  weaker  b^^^thr^n  exaQierated  the  im- 
placable Ipirit  of  fanaticifm ;  and  the  iather  of 
Amer  deplored,  in  pathi^tip  ftraiRs,  the  apofi^acy 
and  damnation  of  a  fqn,  whq  b^d  renounced  the 
promifes  of  God,  and  the  intercefliot^  of  the 
prophet,  to  occupy,  with  the  priefts  and  deacons, 
the  loweft  manfions  of  bell.    The  more  fprtu- 
nate  Arabs,  who  furvived  the  war,  and  perfe- 
vered  in  the  faith,  were  reftrained  by  their  ab- 
liemious  leader  from  the  abufe  of  proiperity. 
After  a  refrefliment  of  three  days,  Abu  Obeidah 

E  E  3  withdrew 
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CHAP,  withdrew  his  troops  from  the  pernicious  con- 
^  ^^    ,  tagion  of  the  luxury  of  Antioch,  and  affurcd  the 
caliph  that  their  religion  and  virtue  could  only 
be  preferved  by  the  hard  difcipline  of  poverty 
and  labour.     But  the  virtue  of  Omar,  however 
rigorous  to  himfelf,  was  kind  and  liberal  to  his 
brethren.     After  a  juft  tribute   of  praife   and 
thankigiving,  he  dropt  a  tear  of  compaffion ;  and 
fitting  down  on  the  ground,  wrote  an  anfwer,  in 
which  he  mildly  cenfiired  the  feverity  of  his  lieu- 
tenant :    **  God,"  laid  the  fucceffor  of  the  pro- 
phet, **  has  not  forbidden  the  ufe  of  the  good 
**  things  of  this  world  to  faithful  men,  and  fiich 
**  as  have  performed  good  works.     Therefore 
"  you  ought  to  have  given  them  leave  to  reft 
"  themfelves,  and  partake  freely  of  thofe  good 
**  things  which  the  country  affordeth.     If  any  of 
"  the  Saracens  have  no  family  in  Arabia,  they 
"  may  marry  in  Syria ;  and  whofoever  of  them 
"  wants   any  female  flaves,  he  may  purchafe 
**  as  many  as    he   liath    occafion   for.**     The 
conquerors  prepared  to  ufe,  or  to  abufe,  this 
gracious  permiffion ;  but  the  year  of  their  tri- 
umph was  marked  by  a  mortality  of  men  and 
cattle ;  and  twenty^five  thoufand  Saracens  were 
fnatched  away  from  the  poffeflion  of  Syria.    The 
death  of  Abu  Obeidah  might  be  lamented  by 
the  Chriftians ;  but  his  brethren  recoUe^ed  that 
he  was  one  of  the  ten  ele6l  whom  the  prophet 
had  named  as  the  heirs  of  paradife*^'.     Caled 

''  Abulfeday  Annal.  Moflem.  p.  73.  Mahomet  could  artfully  vary  the 
praifes  of  his  difciples*  Of  Omar  he  was  accuftomed  to  fay»  that  if  a 
prophet  could  arife  after  himfelf*  it  would  be  Omar ;  and  that  in  a 
general  calamityy  Omar  would  be  excepted  by  the  divine  juitice(Ock- 
ley,  vol.  L  p.  aai.),  '        ^ 

furvived 
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ftirvived  his  brethren  about  three  years ;  and  C  H  A  P^ 
the  tomb  of  the  Sword  of  God  is  Ihewn  in  the  ,  J^l 
neighbourhood  of  Emefa*  His  valour,  which 
founded  in  Arabia  and  Syria  the  empire  of  the 
caliphs,  was  fortified  by  the  opinion  of  a  fpecial 
providence ;  and  as  long  as  he  wore  a  cap,  which 
had  been  blefled  by  Mahomet,  he  deemed  himfelf 
invulnerable  amidft  the  darts  of  the  infidels. 

The  place  of  the  firft  conquerors  was  fupplied  ^rogrtTs 
by  a  ^ew  generation  of  their  children  and  coun-.  riana)nr 
tryieen:  Syria  became  the  feat  and  fupport  of  qutrow, 
the  houfe  of  Ommtyah.;  and  the  revenue,  thefol-  5,^!^"-, 
diers,  the  Chips  of  that  powerful  kingdom,  were 
confecrated  to.  enlarge  on  every  fide  tHe  empire 
of  the .  caliphti.  But  the  Saracens  defpifeafu- 
perfluity.of  fame,;  and  their  Jufl:orians  fcarcely 
qond^icendio  mention  .the  Subordinate  cohquefts 
Vi^hich  are  lofl:  in  the  fplendour  aqd  tapidity  of 
their  victorious  career.  To  the  north  of  Syria, 
they  pafiTed  mount  Taurus,  and  reduced  to  their 
obedience  the  province  of  Cilicia,  with  its  capital 
Tarfus,  the  ancient  monument  of  the  Aflyriali 
kings.  Beyond  a.  fecond  ridge  of  the  fame 
mountains^  they  ipread  the  fi^me.Qf  ^war^  jather 
than  tbe  Jight  of  religion,  ajs  far  a^  the  fliores  of 
the  Euxine  and  the  neighbourhood  of  Conftao- 
tinople.  To  the  eajl  they  advanced  to  the  banks 
and  fources  of  the  Euphrates  and  Tigris**:  the 
|ong  difputed  barrier  of  Rome  and  Perfia  was  for 

^ver 

'^  Al  Wakidi  had  likewife  written  an  hiftoiy  of  the  conqueft  of  Di^ 
arbekiry  or  Mefopotaxnia  (Ockky*  a(  the  end  of  the  iid  voU),  which  oiir 
interpreters  do  not  appear  to  have  feen.  The-Chtonide  of  Dio&yfius 
<^f  Telmary  the  Jacobite  patriarchsrecords  the  taking  of  £deflaA.D.  6379 
am^o£J)ar2L  A»D»Mi  (AfImiui.B3>IiDt.  Orient.  tom*ii.  p.  xoa.)^  and 
£  E  4  the 
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CHAP,  ^ver confounded;  tfaewdlsof EdeflaandAmida, 
j^^'  of  Dara  and  Nifibis,  which  had  reflfted  the  arms 
and  engines  of  Sapor  or  Nulhirvan,  were  levelled 
in  the  duft ;  and  the  holy  city  of  Abgarus  might 
vainly  produce  the  epiftie  df  the  image  of  Ctnift 
to  an  unbelieving  conqueror.  To  the  "wejl^  the 
Syrian  kingdom  is  bounded  by  the  fea ;  and  thc^ 
ruin  of  Aradusy  a  fmall  ifland  or  peninfula  on  the 
eoaft,  was  poftponed  during  ten  years.  But  tlie 
hills  of  Libanus  abounded  in  timber ;  the  trade  of 
Phoenicia  was  pqpulous  in  mariners ;  and  a  fleet 
ef  feventeen  hundred  barks  was  equipped  and 
manned  by  the  natives  of  the  defert.  The  Im^ 
perial  navy  of  the  Romans  fled  before  them  from 
the 'Pamphylian  rocks  to  the  Helleipont;  but 
the  ipirit  of  the  Emperor,  a  grandibn  of  Hera- 
elius,  had  been  fubdued  before  the  combat  by  a 
dream  and  a  pun^^^  The  Saracens  rode  mailers 
of  the  &a ;  and  theiflands  of  Cyprus,  Rhodes, 
and  the  Cyclades  were  fucceffively  expofed  to 
their  rapacious  vifits.  Three  hundred  years 
before  the  Chriflian  sera,  the  memorable  though 
fruitlefs  liege  of  Rhodes^*  by  Demetrius,  had 
furniihed   that    maritime    republic    with    th» 

materials 

the  attentive  may  glean  fome  doubtful  information  from  the  chronogra* 
phy  of  Tlieophanes  fp.a85 — aSy.).  Moft  of  the  towns  of  Mefopo- 
HaAua  ydelded  by  furrrader  (Abulphorag.  p.  ti3.). 
.  ^^  He  dreamt  that  he  was  at  Theflldonicay  an  harmlefs  and  nnmean* 
iiig  vifion ;  but  KisToothfayer,  or  his  cowardice,  underftood  the  omen 
of  a  defeat  concealed  in  that  inaufpicious  word  Oe$  cOAa;  irtxwy  Give 
to  another  the  vi<5lory  (Theophan,  p.  286.  Zonaras,  torn.  ii.  1.  xiv* 
p*88.). 

^-  Every  paiikge  and  every  fkdt  that  relates  eo  th*  ifle^  the  city,  and 
the  calnflriis  of  Rhodes,  am  tompiled  in  the  latoffeHlS'^eatire  of  Menr- 
fius>  ^^  has  befiowcd  the  ikKie  dUig^nee  on  th(e  two  iargftlr  iihmds 
j^Crcto  and  Cyprus.    Mia  theiiid  vuL^f  hi(iirttrlM>1^elt^ilau  of 

^  Meurfius 
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materials  and  the  fubje6l  of  a  trophy.  A  gi- 
gantic ftatue  of  ApoUo  or  the  fun,  feventy 
cubits,  in  height,  was  eredled  at  the  entrance  of 
the  harbour,  a  monument  of  the  freedom  and 
the  arts  of  Greece.  After  Handing  fifty-fix 
years,  the  coI&iTus  of  Rhodes  was  overthrown  by 
an  earthquake;  but  the  mafly  trunk,  and  huge 
fragments  lay  fcattered  eight  centuries  on. the 
ground,  and  are  often  defcribed  as  one  of  the 
wonders  of  the  ancient  world.  They  were  col- 
le&ed  by  the  diligence  of  the  Saracens,  and  fold 
to  a  Jewifh  merchant  of  Edefla,  who  is  faid  to 
have  laden  nine  hundred  camels  with  the  weight 
of  the  brafs  metal :  an  enormous  weight,  though 
we  ihould  include  the  hundred  coloffal  %ure8  % 
and  the  three  thoufand  flatuea,  which  adorned 
the  profperity  of  the  city  of  the  fun. 

II.  The  conquefl  of  EgJ'pt  may  be  explained  ^<^^^* 
by  the  character  of  the  vi6lorious  Saracen,  one  of  andUfe^ 
the  firfl  of  his  nation,  in  an  age  when  the  meaneft  Amrou. 
of  the  brethren  was  exalted  above  his"  nature  by 
the  fpirit  of  enthufiafin.     The  birth  of  Amrou 
was  at  once  bafe  and  illuftrious  :  his  mother,  a 
notorious  proftitute,  was  unable  to  decide  among 
five  of  theKoreifh;but  the  proof  of  refemblance 
adjudged  the  child  to  Aafi,  the  oldeft  of  her 
lovers  ^\    The  youth  of  Amrou  was  impelled 

Meurfius  (1.  i,  c,  15.  p.  715—719.).  The  Byzantine  writers,  Theor 
phanes  and  Conftantine,  have  ignorantly  prolonged  the  term  to  1360 
years,  and  ridiculoi^  divide  the  weight  among  30,000  camels. 

^  Centum  colofli  alium  nobilitaturi  locum,  fays  Pliny,  with  his  ufual 
fpirit.    Hiil.  Natur.jcxxiv.  18. 

^  We  ieam  this  anecdote  from  a  fpirited  old  woman,  who  revile4 
to  their  faces  the  caliph  and  his  friend.  She  was  encouraged  by  the 
lilence  of  Amrou  and  the  liberality  of  Moawiyah  (Abulfeda,  Anna!. 
Mof]em.p.iix.}« 
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CHAP,  by  the*  paffions  and  prejudices  of  his  kindred; 
2^^  bis  poetic  genius  was  exercifed  in  fatirical 
verfes  againft  the  perfon  and  dodtrine  of  Maho<- 
met  5  his  dexterity  was  employed  by  the  reignT 
ing  faftion  to  purfue  the  religious  exiles  who 
had  taken  refuge  in  the  court  of  the  -Ethiopian 
king ''.  Yet  he  returned  from  this  embafly,  a 
fecret  profelyte;  his  reafon  or  his  intereft  de- 
termined him  to  renounce  the  worfliip  of  idols ; 
he  efcaped  from  Mecca  with  his  friend  Caled, 
and  the  prophet  of  Medina  enjoyed  at  the  fame 
moment  the  fatisfa&ion  of  embracing  the  two 
iirmeft  champions  of  his  caufe.  The  impatience 
of  Amrou  to  lead  the  armies  of  the  faithful  was 
checked  by  the  reproof  of  Omar,  who  advifed 
him  not  to  feek  power  and  dominion,  fince  he 
who  is  a:  fubje6l  to-day,  may  he  jbl  prince  to« 
morrow.  Yet  his  merit  was  not  overlodced  by 
the  two  firft  fucceflbrs  of  Mahomet ;  they  were 
indebted  to  his  arms  for  the  conqueft  of  Pale£> 
tine;  and  in  all  the  battles  and  fieges  of  Syria,  he 
united  with  the  temper  of  a  chief,  the  valour  of 
an  adventurous  foldier.  Iq  a  vilit  to  Medina, 
the  caliph  exprefled  a  wifli  to  furvey  the  fword 
which  had  ciitdown  fo  many  Chriftian  warriors: 
the  fon  of  Aafi  unfheathed  a  (hort  and  ordinary 
fcymetar ;  and  as  he  perceived  the  furprife  of 
Omar,  "  Alas,"  faid  the  modeft  Saracen,  "  the 
"  fword  itfelf,  without  the  ariij  of  its  mafter,  is 
:"  neither  fharper  nor  more  weighty  than  the 

*f  Gagnier,  Vie  de  Mahomet^  torn.  li.  p.  469  &c  who  quotes  the 
Abyffinian  hiftory,  or  romance  of  Abdel  Balcides.  Yet  the  faa  of  the 
e^ibalfy  and  ambaflador  may  be  allowed. 

«  fword 
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^  fword  of  Pharezdak  the  poef  .'*  After  the  chap. 
conqueft  of  Egypt,  he  was  recalled  by  the  jea-  .  ^^*  , 
loufy  of  the  caliph  Othman ;  but  in  the  fubfe- 
quent  troubles,  the  ambition  of  a  foldier,  a  ftatei^ 
man,  and  an  orator,  emerged  from  a  private 
ftation.  His  powerful  fupport,  both  in  council 
and  in  the  field,  eflablifhed  the  throne  of  the 
Ommiades ;  the  adminiftration  and  revenue  of 
Egypt  were  reftored  by  the  gratitude  of  Moa^ 
wiyah  to  a  faithful  friend  who  had  raifed  himfelf 
above  the  rank  of  a  fubje£t;  and  Amrou  ended 
his  days  in  the  palace  and  city  which  he  had 
founded  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile*  His  dying 
ipeech  to  his  children  is  celebrated  by  the  Ara- 
bians as  a  model  of  eloquence  and  wifdom  :  he 
deplored  the  errors  of  his  youth;  but  if  the  peni- 
tent was  flill  ihfedled  by  the  vanity  of  a  poet,  he 
might  exaggerate  the  venom  and  mifchief  of  his 
impious  compofitions  '^. 

From  his  camp,  in  Paleftine,  Amrou  had  fur-  invafion 
prifed  or  anticipated  the  "caliph's  leave  for  the  of  Egyptt 
invafion  of  Egypt '°°.    The  magnanimous  Omar  ^^^^' 

trufted 

'^  This  faying  is  preferved  by  Pocock  (Npt.  ad  Cannen  Tograj* 
p.  x84.)f  and  jufdy  applauded  by  Mr.  Hams  (PhUofopHical  Arrange- 

99  For  he  life  smd  chanfter  of  Amrou*  fee  Ockley  (Hift.of  the 
Sfuracensy  vol.  i.  p.  28*63. 94*  328. 340*  344*  amd  to  the  end  of  the 
volume;  vol.  ii.  p.  51.  55.  57.  74.  no — 11  a.  i6».)  and  Otter  (Menu 
de  TAcademie  des  Infcriptionsy  torn.  xxi.  p.  13X9  X3».).  The  readers 
of  Tacitus  may  aptly  compare  Ve^>afian  and  Mucianus*  with  Moa* 
wiyah  and  Amrou.  Yet  the  refemblance  is  ftill  more  in  the  fituation* 
than  in  the  charaAers  of  the  men. 

'^  Al  Wakidi  had  likewife  compofed  a  feparate  hlflory  of  the  con^ 
qaeft  of  Egypt,  which  Mr.  Ockley  could  never  procure ;  tad  his  own 
^quiries  (voU  L  344—362.)  have  added  very  little  to  the  original  text 
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CHAP,  trufted  in  hi&  God  and  his  fword,  which  had 
^^      fliaken  the  thrones  of  Chofroes  and  Caefar ;  but 
when  he  compared  the  Header    force  of  the 
Moflems  with  the  greatnefi  of  the  enterprife,  he 
condemned  his  own  raihnefs,  and  Uftened  to  his 
timid  companions.    The  pride  and  the  great- 
nefe  of  Pharaoh  were  ^miliar  to  the  readers  of 
the  Koran ;  and  a  tenfold  r^etition  ^f  prodigies 
had  been  fcarcely  fufficient  to  eiieSl,  not  the 
vi3:ory,  but  the  flight  of  fix  hundred  thou&nd 
of  the  children  of  Ifrael :  the  cities  ©f  Egypt 
were  many  and  populous ;  their  archite^ure  was 
ftrong  and  folid ;  the  Nile  with  it&  numema 
branches,  was  alone  an  infuperaUe  barrier ;  aad 
the  granaiy  of  the  Imperial  city  would  be  obh 
ftinately  defended  by  the  Reman  powers.    In 
this  perplexity,  the  commander  of  the  £utyul 
refigned  himfelf  to  the  decifionof  ch^ioe,  or,  in 
his  opinion,  of  Providence*  At  the  bead  of  only 
four  thoufbnd  Arabs,  the  intrepid  Amrou  bad 
marched  away  fropi  bis  ftation  of  Gaza  when  he 
was  overtaken  by  the  meflenger  of  Omar.    *^  If 
^*  you  are  fl^ill  in  Syria,"  faid  the  ambiguous  man- 
date, "retreat  without  delay;  but  if  at  the  re- 
"  ceipt  of  thisi  epiftle,  you  have  already  reg,cheil 
"  the  frontiers  of  Egypt,  advance  with  confi-' 
**  dence,  and  depend  on  the  fucoour  of  God 
**  and   of  yoiir  brethren/'    The  experience, 
pedhaps  the  fecret  intelligenee,  of  Amrou  had 
taught  him  to  fuli)e6l;  the  mutability  of  cpurtsj 

of  Eutychius  (Annal*  torn.  iL  p.  %^^^$%^»  y^tf.  Focodf),  the  Melchite 
patriarch  of  AJex^i^^fa^  w)u)  Uve4  thxve  hundred  yeart  after  the  levo- 
Utii^ 

and 
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aAd  he  continued  bis  march  till  his  tewts  were  chap. 
unqaeftionaMy  pitched  on  Egyptian  groand,'  He  ^^\^ 
there  affembled  his  officers,  broke  the  feaV, 
penifed  the  epiftle,  gravdy  wiquired  the  name 
and  fitaatidn  of  the  place,  and^d^clared  his  ready 
obedience  to  the  coinmands  of  the  caliph.  After 
a  fiege  of  thirty  d^ys,  lie  took  poffeffion  of  Far- 
mah  or  Pelufium ;  and  thact  key  of  Egypt,  as  it 
has  been  juilly  named,  unlocked  the  entrance  of 
the  country,  as  far  as  the  ruins  of  Heliopolis  and 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  modern  Cairo. 

On  the  weftern  fide  of  the  Nile,  at  a  <imall  dif-  The  citlci 
tance  to  the  eaft  of  the  Pyramids,  at  afmall  dif-  ''^^^''^^ 
tance  to  the  fouth  of  the  Delta,  Memphis,  one  byion,  and 
hundred  and  fifty  furlongs  in  circumference,  ^*'^^' 
difplayed  the  magnificence  of  ancient  kings; 
Under  the  reign  of  the  >Ptolemies  and  Ca^ftif  s,  the 
feat'Of  gbvdrament  was  removed  to  thefea-coe^ft ; 
the  ancient  capital  was  ecKpfed  by  the  arts  afiid 
opidenice  of  Alexandria;   the  palaces,  and  at 
length  the  temples,  were  reduced  to  a  defolate 
and  ruinous  Condition:  yet  in  the  age  of  Au^ 
guftus,  and  even  in  that  of  Conftantine,  Memphis 
was  ftill  numbered  among  the  greateft  and  mo&. 
populous  of  the  provincial  cities '°'.     The  banks 
of  the  Nile,  in  this  place  of  the  breadth  of  three 
thoufand  feet,  were  united  by  two  bridges  of 

"^  Strabo,  an  accurate  and  attentive  fpedlator,  obferves  of  Helio- 
J)o!i8  vvn  fj^iv  ovi  er*  vunpfM^  i  TToXt^  (Geograph.  L  xvii.  p.  1158.);  but 
of  Mempliis  he  declares^  'aroTnq  5*  sft  ^lyocXri  T6'xa»  guavJpoj  JtvTtjpa  fxir 
AXs^'ocv^fUav  (p.  1161.);  he  notices>  however,  tile  mixture  of  inhabi- 
tants ajid  the  ruin  of  the  palates.  In  the  proper 'Egypty  Animianus 
enumerates  Memphis  among  the  fotir  cities,  naaxihiis  lirbibus  quibus 
prdvincia  nitet  (xxii.  16.);  and  the  name  of  Memphis  Appears  with 
diiUii<Slion  in  the  Roman  Itinerary  and  ^piicopal  Ms. 

fixty 


430  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

CHAP,  fixty  and  of  thirty  boats,  conne6l;ed  in  the  mit 
^  ^  ^  die  ftream  by  the  finall  iiland  of  Rouda,  which 
was  covered  with  gardens  and  habitations'^. 
The  eaftern  extremity  of  the  bridge  was  termi- 
nated by  the  town  of  Babylon  and  the  camp  rf 
a  Roman  legion,  which  prote€led  the  paffage  of 
the  river  and  the  fecond  capital  of  Egypt,  This 
important  fortrefs,  which  might  be  fairly  de^ 
fcribed  as  a  part  of  Memphis  or  Mi/rahj  w?is 
inveited  by  the  arms  of  the  lieutenant  of  Omaif: 
a  reinforcement  of  four  thoufand  Saracens  foon 
arrived  in  his  camp ;  and  the  military  engines 
which  battered  the  walls,  may  be  imputed  to  the 
art  and  labour  of  his  Syrian  allies.  Yet  the  fiege 
was  protra6ted  to  feven  months ;  and  the  raft 
invaders  were  encompafled  and  threatened  by 
the  inundation  of  the  Nile  "^  Their  laft  affault 
was  bold  and  fuccefsful ;  they  pafled  the  ditch, 
which  had  been  fortified  with  iron  fpikes,  applied 
1  their  fcaling-ladders,  entered  the  fortrefs  with 
the  Ihout  of  "  God  is  vi6lprious  !*'  and  drove  tb« 
remnant  of  the  Greeks  to  their  boats  and  the 
ifle  of  Rouda.  The  fpot  was  afterwards  recom- 
mended  to  the  conqueror  by  the  eafy  commufii- 
cation  with  the  gulf  and  the  peninfula  of  Arabia : 

'°'  Thefe  rare  and  cunous  fadts^  the  breadth  (%^46  feet)  ^nd  thf 
bridge  of  the  Nile^  are  only  to  be  found  in  the  Daniih  traveller  and 
the  Nubian  geographer  (p.  98.). 

'"^  From  the  month  of  April  the  Nile,  begins  imperceptibly  to  rife; 
the  fwell  becomes  ftrong  and  vifible  in  the  moon  after  the  fuAuner 
folflice  (Plin.  Hid.  Nat.  v.  10.)  and  is  ufuaUy  proclaimed  at  Cairo  on 
St.  Peter's  day  (June  a9).  A  regifter  of  thirty  fucceffive  years  mariw 
the  greateft  height  of  the  waters  between  July  25  and  Auguft  z8 
(Maillet,  Defcription  dc  ITEgypte,  lettre  xL  p,  67,  &c.  Pocock's  I)e- 
fcription  of  the  £aft»  voL  i.  p.  aoo.    Shaw's  Travels,  p.  383.). 

the 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMHRE. 


431 


|he  remains  of  Memphis  were  deferted;  the  tents  chap. 
of  the  Arabs  were  converted  into  permanent  ,  ^^.^ 
habitations:  and  the  firft  mofch  wasblefled  by  the 
prefence  of  fourfcore  companions  of  Mahomet  '^^ 
A  new  city  arofe  in  their  camp  on  the  eastward 
bank  of  the  Nile ;  and  the  contiguous  quarters 
of  Babylon  and  Foftat  are  confounded  in  their 
prefent  decay  by  the  appellation  of  old  Mifrah 
or  Cairo,  of  which  they  form  an  extenfive  fuburb. 
But  the  name  of  Cairo,  the  town  of  viftory, 
more  ftridlly  belongs  to  the  modern  capital, 
which  was  founded  in  the  tenth  century  by  the 
Fatimite  caliphs  **"*.  It  has  gradyally  receded 
from  the  river,  but  the  continuity  of  buildings 
may  be  traced  by  an  attentive  eye  from  the 
monuments  of  Sefoftris  to  thofe  of  Saladin  '°^. 

Yet  the  Arabs,  after  a  glorious  and  profitable  Voluntary 
enterprife,  muft  have  retreated  to  the  defert,  had^  S-^^f  *""* 
they  not  found  a  powerful  alliance  in  the  heart  Copts  or 
of  the  country.     The  rapid  conqueft  of  Alex-  "^cobites, 

■^*  Murtadi,  Merveillet  de  I'Egypte,  24^ — 259.  He  expatiates  on 
the  fubje<5l  with  the  zeal  and  minutenefs  of  a  citizen  and  a  bigot,  and 
his  local  traditions  have  a  ftrong  air  of  truth  and  accuracy. 

'*=»  D'Herbclot,  Bibliotheque  Orientale,  p.a33. 

'"*  The  pofition  of  New  and  of  Old  Cairo  is  well  known,  and  has 
been  often  defcribed.  Two  writers  who  were  intimately  acquainted 
with  ancient  and  modern  Egypt  have  fixed,  after  a  learned  enquiry, 
the  city  of  Memphis  at  Gizebj  dire(5tly  oppofite  the  Old  Cairo  (Sicard, 
K^ouveaux  Memoires  des  Miifions  du  Levant*  torn.  vi.  p.  5, 6.  Shaw's 
Obfervations  and  Travels,  p.  196—304.).  Yet  we  may  not  difregard 
the  authority  or  the  arguments  of  Pocock  (voLi.  p.aj — ^41.), 
Niebuhr  (Voyage,  toni.i.  p.  77—106.),  and^  above  all,  of  D'Anville 
(Defcription  de  TEgypte,  p.  11 1, 112. 130—149.),  who  have  removed 
.Memphis  towards  the  village  of  Mohannah,  fome  miles  farther  to 
the  ibuth.  In  their  heat,  the  difputants  have  forgot  that  the  ample 
ipace  of  a  metropolis  covers  and  annihibtes  the  far  greater  part  of 
the  controvorfy.  ^ 

ander 
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ander  was  affiled  by  tlie  fapedbUion  and  revolt  of 
the  natives ;  they  abhorred  their  Perfian  oppref- 
fors,  the  diibiples  of  the  Magi,  who  had  burnt 
the  tetn{des  odT  Egypt^  and  feafled  with  itcri: 
legions  appetite  on  the  flefh  of  the  god 
Apis  '''\  After  a  period  of  ten  centuries  the 
fame  revolution  was  renewed  by  a  fimilar  caufe; 
and  in  the  fopport  of  an  incompreheniible 
creed,  the  zeal  of  the  Coptic  Christians  was 
•equally  ardent.  I  have  alrealdy  explained  the 
^nrigin  and  progrefs  of  the  MonophyjQte  contro- 
verfy,  and  the  perfecution  of  the  emperors, 
which  converted  a  £e&  into  .a  nation,  and  alien- 
ated Egypt  from  their  religion  and  government. 
The  Saracens  were  received  as  the  deliverers 
of  the  Jacobite  church ;  and  a  fecret  and 
eSeStaal  treaty  was  opened  during  the  iiege  of 
Memphis  between  a  vi6borious  army  and  a 
people  a£fid^es.  A  rich  and  noble  Egyptian, 
of  the  name  of  Mokawkas,  had  difiembled  bis 
faith  to  obtain  the  adminiftration  of  his  province: 
dn  the  diforders  of  the  Perfian  war  he  a4>ire<i 
to  independence:  the  enibaiffy  of  Mahomet 
ranked  him  among  princes ;  but  he  declined, 
with  rich  gifts  and  ambiguous  compliments,  the 
propofal  of  a  new  religion  ^^\     The  abufe  of 

his 


*^7  Sec  Herodotus,  1.  Hi.  c.  17,  aS,  ag.  JBlian.  Hift.  Var.  lav.  x.  S^ 
"Suida^  in  ilxo^t  torn.  11.  p.  774.  Diodor.  Sicul.  torn.  ii.  1.  xvii.  p.  W* 
edit.  Wefleli^g.  Twv  Xls^uv  wifinixoruv  ug  vx  ii^a,  fays  the  laft  rf 
thefe  hiitoriaiis. 

***  Mokawkas  fent  the  prophet  two  Coptic  damfels,  with  two 
maids,  and  one  eunuch,  an  alabafter  vafe,  an  ingot  of  pure  goId)i>3» 
honey,  and  the  fineft  white  linen  of  Egypt,  with  an  horfe,a  mnfei 
and  an  aft,  diftbguiihed  by  their  refpe^ive  qualifkrations.     The 

embalTjr 
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Kis  truft  expofed  bim  to  the  refentment  of  Hera-  chap. 


clius;  his  fubmiffioh  was  delayed  by  arrogance 
and  fearj  and  his  confcience  was  prompted  by 
intereft  to  throw  himfelf  on  the  favour  of  the 
nation  and  the  fupport  of  the  Saracens.  In  his 
firft  conference  with  Amrpu,  he  heard  without 
indignation  the  ufual  option  of  the  Koran,  the 
tribute,  or  the  fword.  "  The  Greeks,*'  replied 
Mokawkas,  "  are  determined  to  abide  the  de- 
"  termination  of  the  fword  ;  but  with  the  Greeks 
"  I  defire  no  communion,  either  in  this  world  or 
*'  in  the  next,  and  I  abjure  for  ever  the  Byzan- 
**  tine  tyrant,  his  fynod  of  Chalcedon,  and  his 
"  .Melchite  flaves.  For  myfelf  and  my  brethren, 
*'  we  are  refolved  to  live  and  die  in  the  profef- 
*'  lion  of  the  gofpel  and  unity  of  Chrift.  It  is 
"  impoflible  for  us  to  embrace  the  revelations  of 
"  your  prophet  J  but  we  are  defirous  of  peace, 
**  and  cheerfully  fabmit  to  pay  tribute  and  obedi- 
"  ence  to  his  temporal  fucceffors/*  The  tribute 
was  afcertained  at  two  pieces  of  gold  for  the  head 
of  every  Chriftian ;  but  old  men,  monks,  women, 
and  children  of  both  fexes  under  fixteen  years 
of  age,  were  exempted  from  this  perfonal  affeff. 
ment;  the  Copts  above  and  below  Memphis 
fwore  allegiance  to  the  caliph,  and  promifed  an 
hofpitable  entertainment  of  three  days  to  every 
Mufulman  who  fliould  travel  through  their  coun- 
try. By  this  charter  of  fecurity,  the  ecclefialli- 
cal  and  civil  tyranny  of  the  Melchites  was  det 

cmbAlTy  of  Mahomet  was  difpatched  from  Medina  in  the  feventh  year 
of  the  Hegira  (A.D.  628.).  See  Gagnier  (Vie  de  Mahomet,  torn,  iu 
p.  2S59  256*  303»)t  from  Al  Jaonabi. 
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troyed'°^ :  the  anathemas  of  St.  Cyril  were  Ann. 
dered  from  every  pulpit ;  and  the  facred  edifices, 
with  the  patrimony  of  the  church,  were  reftored 
to  the  national  communion  of  the  Jacobites,  who 
enjoyed  without  moderation  the  moment  of 
triumph  and  revenge.  At  tlie  preffingfummons 
of  Amrou,  their  patriarch  Benjamin  emerged 
from  his  (i^fert ;  knA  fcfler  the  firft  interview,  the 
courteous  Arab  affected  to  declare,  that  he  had 
never  converfed  with  a  Chriftian  prieft  of  more 
iiinocent  manners  and  a  more  venerable  aQ)e6l"°. 
In  the  march  from  Memphis  to  Alexandria  the 
lieutenant  of  Omar  entinifted  his  lafety  to  the 
zeal  and  gratitude  of  the  Egyptians :  the  roads 
and  bridges  were  diligently  repaired ;  and  in 
every  ftep  of  his  progrefs,  he  could  depend  on 
a  conftant  fupplyof  provifions  and  intelligence. 
The  Creeks  of  Egypt,  whofe  numbers  could 
fcarcely  equal  a  tenth  Of  the  natives,  wereover^ 
Whelmed  by  the  univerfal  defeS:idnj  they  had 
ever  been  hated,  they  were  lio  longer  feared: 
the  magiftrate  fled  from  his  tribunal,  the  biftop 
from  his  altar;  and  the  diftant  garrifons  were  fur- 
prifed  or  ftarved  by  the  furrounding  multitudes. 
Had  not  the  Nile  afforded  a  ikfe  and  teiady  con- 
veyance to  the  fea,  not  aii  individual  could  have 

'^  The  prsefe^ure  of  Egypt*  and  the  condufl  of  the  v^r*  had  been 
trufied  by  Heraclius  to  the  patriarch  Cyrus  (Theophan.  p.  aSO)  aSi.)* 
«  In  Spain,*'  laid  James  H.,  «  do  you  not  confult  your  priefb  ?"  *We 
<<  do,"  replied  the  Catholic  ambaflador,  ^  and  our  af^rs  fucceed  ac- 
<<  cordingly.**  I  know  not  how  to  relate  the  plans  of  Cyrus,  of  pay- 
ing tribute  without  impairing  the  revenue,  and  of  converting  Omar  by 
his  marriage  with  the  fimperor's  daughter (Nicephor.Breviar.  p.  17,  i8«) 

"°  See  the  life  of  Benjamin,  in  Rettaudot  (Hift.  Patriarch.  Alexdrin. 
p.  i^  6 — 1 7  a.),  who  has  enriched  the  cohqUeft  of  Egypt  with  fome  h^ 
from  the  Arabic  text  of  Severus  the  Jacobite  hiftorian. 

efcaped, 
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'^icapeii,  who  by  birth,  or  language,  or  office, 
or  reKgion,  was  connedled  with  their  odious 
name. 

By  the  retreat  of  theGreeks  from  the  provinces  Siege  and 
of  Upper  Egypt,  a  confiderable  force  was  col-  ^f^"^^ 
lefiled  in  the  ifland  of  Delta;  the  natural  and  arti-  andria. 
ficial  channels  of  the  Nile  afforded  a  fucceflion 
of  ftrong  and  defenfible  pofts;  and  the  road  to 
4Jexandria  was  laborioufly  cleared  by  the  vi6lory 
of  the  Saracens  in  two-and-twenty  days  of  ge- 
neral or  partial  combat.  In  their  annals  of  con- 
queft,  the  fiege  of  Alexandria*"  is  perhaps  the 
moft  arduous  and  important  enterprife.  The 
firft  trading  city  in  the  world  was  abundantly 
repleniflied  with  the  means  of  fiibfiftence  and 
defence.  Her  numerous  inhabitants  fought  for 
the  deareft  of  human  rights,  religion  and  pro- 
perty ;  and  the  enmity  of  the  natives  feemed  to 
exclude  them  from  the  common  benefit  of  peace 
and  toleration.  The  fea  was  continually  open ; 
and  if  Heraclius  had  been  awake  to  the  public 
diftrefs,  frefli  armies  of  Romans  and  Barbarians 
might  have  been  poured  into  the  harbour  to  fave 
the  fecond  capital  of  the  empire.  A  circumfer- 
ence of  ten  miles  would  have  fcattered  the  forces 
bf  the  Greeks,  and  favoured  the  ftratagems  of 
an  active  enemy ;  but  the  two  fides  of  an  oblong 
fquare  were  covered  by  the  fea  and  the  lake  Ma- 

'"  The  local  defcription  of  Alexandria  is  perfedWy  afcertained  by 
.the  matter  hand  of  the  firft  of  geographers  (D'Anville,  Memoire  fur 
I'Egypte,  p. 5 a — 6S');  hut  we  may  borrow  the  eyes  of  the  modem 
'travellers,  more  efpecially  of  Thevenot  (Voyage  au  Levant,  part  i. 
p.  381— 395.),  Pocock  (voLi.  p.a— 13.)>  and  Niebuhr  (Voyage  en 
Arabie,  tom.i,  p.  54 — 430»  Of  the  two  modem  riyats,  Savary  a^d 
Vobiey,  the  one  may  amufe,  the  other  will  inifa:u<5l. 
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raaotis,  and  each  of  the  narrow  ends  expofed  a 
front  of  no  more  than  ten  furlongs.    The  efforts 
of  the  Arabs  were  not  inadequate  to  the  difficulty 
of  the  attempt  and  the  value  of  the  prize.    From 
the  throne  of  Medina,  the  eyes  of  Omar  were 
fixed  on  the  camp  and  city:  his  voice  excited 
to  arms  the  Arabian  tribes  and  the  veterans  of 
Syria  J  and  the  merit  of  an  holy  war  was  recom- 
mended by  the  peculiar  fame  and  fertility  of 
Egypt.     Anxious  for  the  ruin  or  expulfion  of 
their  tyrants,  the  faithful  natives  devoted  their 
Jabours  to  the  fervice  of  Amrou ;  fome  fparks  of 
martial  fpirit  were  perhaps  rekindled  by  the  ex- 
ample of  their  allies;  and  thje  fanguine  hopes  of 
Mokawkas  had  fixed  his  fepulchre  in  the  church 
of  St.  John  of  Alexandria.     Eutychius  the  pa- 
triarch obferves,  that  the  Saracens  fought  with 
the  courage  of  lions ;  they  repulfed  the  frequent 
and  almoft  daily  fallies  of  the  befieged,  and  foon 
aflaulted  in  their  turn  the  walls  and  towers  of 
the  city.     In  every  attack,  the  fword,  the  ban- 
ner of  Amrou,  glittered  in  the  van  of  the  Mof- 
lems.     On  a  memorable  day,  he  was  betrayed  by 
his  imprudent  valour:    his  followers  who  had 
entered  the  citadel  were  driven  back ;  and  the 
general,  with  a  friend  and  a  flave,  remained  a 
prifoner  in  the  hand^  of  the  Chriftians.     When 
Amrou  was  condudled  before  the  praefefit,  he  re- 
membered his  dignity  and  forgot  his  fituation ;  a 
lofty  demeanour,  and  refolute  language,  revealed 
the  lieutenant  of  the  caliph,  and  the  battle-axe  of 
a  foldier  was  already  raifed  to  fl:rike  off  the  head  of 
the  audacious  captive.    His  life  was  faved  by  the 
readinefsof  his  flave,  who inftantly gave  his  mafter 
I  a  blow 
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a  blow  on  the  face,  and  commanded  him,  with  an  c  H  A  p, 

angry  tone,  to  be  iilent  in  the  prefence  of  his  fu-       ^^' 

periors.    The  credulous  Greek  was  deceived ;  he 

liflened  to  the  offer  of  a  treaty,  and  bisprifoners 

were  difmiffed  in  the  hope  of  a  more  refpe6lable 

embafly,  till  the  joyful  acclamations  of  the  camp 

announced  thereturn  of  their  geileral,andinfulted 

the  folly  of  the  infidels.     At  length,  after  a  fiege 

of  fourteen  months  "%  and  the  lofs  of  three-and- 

twenty  thoufand  men,the  Saracens  prevailed :  the ' 

Greeks  embarked  their  difpirited  and  diminiflied 

numbers,  andtheftandardof  Mahomet  was  plant-* 

ed  on  the  walls  of  the  capital  of  Egypt.  ^'  I  have 

**  taken,''  faid  Amrou  to  the  caliph,  <'  the  great 

*^  city  of  the  Weft.     It  is  impoflible  for  me  to 

**  enumerate  the  variety  of  its  riches  and  beauty  j 

«  and  I  fhall  content  myfelf  with  obferving,  that 

**  it  contains  four  thoufand  palaces,four  thoufand 

**  baths, four  hundred  theatres  or  places  of  amufe- 

**  ment,  twelve  thoufand  fhopsfbr  thefaleofve- 

**  getable  food,  and  forty  thoufand  tributary  Jews. 

^«  The  town  has  been  fubdued  l)y  force  of  arms, 

**  without  treaty  or  capitulation,  and  the  Moflems 

«*  are  impatient  to  feize  the  fruits  of  their  vie* 

*^  tory  "%'*     The  commander  pf  the  faithful  re^. 

'"  Both  Eutychius  (Annal.  tom.ii.  p.  319.)  and  Elmacm  (Hlft.  Sa- 
racen, p.  a8.)  concur  in  fixing  tlie  taking  of  Alexandria  to  Friday  of  the 
new  moon  of  Moharram  of  the  twentieth  year  of  the  Hegira  (Decern* 
ber  aa«  A.  D.  640).  In  reckoning  backwards  fourteen  months  fpent 
before  Alexandria,  feven  ix^onths  before  Babylon,  &c.  Amrou  might 
have  invaded  Egypt  about  the  end  of  the  year  638 :  but  we  are  afliired, 
that  he  entered  the  country  the  lath  of  Bayhi,  6th  of  June  (Mnrtadi, 
Merveilles  de  l'Egypte,'p.  164-  Severus,  apud  Renaudot,  p.  x6i.).  Th« 
Saracen,  and  afterwards  Lewis  IX.  of  France^  halted  at  Pelufiurn^  or 
Pamietta,  during  the  feafon  of  the  inundation  of  the  Nile* 

^l^  Eutych.  AJonal.  tom.ii.  p.  316.  319. 
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CHAP,  jedled  with  firmnefi  the  idea  of  piQage,  and 
^  _  1  ^  direfiled  his  lieutenant  to  referve  the  wealth  and 
revenue  of  Alexandria  for  the  public  fervice  and 
the  propagalion  of  the  faith :  the  inhabitants  were 
numbered ;  a  tribute  was  impofed  ^  the  zeal  and 
refentnaent  of  the  Jacobites  were  curbed,  and  the 
Melchites  who  fubmitted  to  the  Arabian  yoke, 
were  indulged  in  the  obfcure  but  tranquil  exer- 
cife  of  their  worftiip.  The  intelligence  of  this 
diigraceful  and  calamitous  event  afflicted  the 
declining  health  of  the  Emperor ;  and  Heraclius 
died  of  a  dropfy  about  feven  weeks  after  the  loft 
of  Alexandria  "*.  Under  the  minority  of  his 
grandfon,  the  clamours  of  a  people,  deprived  of 
their  daily  fuftenance,  compelled  the  Byzaotine 
court  to  undertake  the  recovery  of  the  capital  of 
Egypt.  In  the  fpace  of  four  years,  the  harbour  and 
fortifications  of  Alexandria  were  twice  occupied 
by  a  fleet  and  army  of  Romans.  They  were  twice 
Expelled  by  the  valour  of  Amrou,  who  was  recdl- 
ed  by  the  domeftic  peril  from  the  diftant  wars  of 
Tripoli  and  Nubia*  But  the  facility  of  the  at- 
tempt, the  repetition  of  the  infult,  and  the  obfti- 
nacy  of  the  refiftance,  provoked  him  to  fwear, 
that  if  a  third  tinae  he  drove  the  infidels  into  the 
fea,  he  would  render  Alexandria  as  acceflible  on 
all  fides  as  the  houfe  of  a  profl^itute.  Faithful  to 
his  promife,  he  difinantled  feveral  parts  of  the 

"^  Notwithftanding  fome  inconliftencies  of  Theopluii^s  and  O- 
dreniuy  the  accuracy  of  Pagi  (Critica,  torn.  ii«  p.  8^4.)  has  extraded 
irom  Nicephorus  and  the  Chronicon  OrienUle  the  true  date  of  the 
death  of  Heraclius,  February  nth,  A,D.  641,  fifty  days  after  the  loft 
,.  of  Alexandria.  A  fourth  of  that  time  was  fufficient  to  convey  tbe 
intellit;ence. 

walls 
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walk  and  towers,  but  the  people  wals  fp^redin  the  C  H  A  F. 
chaftifement  of  the  city,  and  the  mofck  of  Mercy  »^  -,-,1,^ 
was  erected  on  the  fp^t  where  the  vifiboiious 
general  had  flopped  the  fury  of  his  troops. 

I  ihould  deceive  the  expectation  of  the  reader.  The  Alex- 
if  I  pafled  in  filence  the  fate  of  the  Alexandrian  apdrian 
library,  as  it  is  defcribed  by  the  learned  Abulpha;- 
ragius.  The  fpirit  of  Amrou  was  more  curious  and 
liberal  than,  that  of  his  brethren,  and  in  his  leifure 
hours,  the  Ai^^bian  c^ief  was  pleafed  with  th« 
converfation  of  John,  thelaft  difciple  of  Ammo- 
nius,  and  who  derived  the  furname  of  PhUoponuSy 
from  his  laborious  iludies  of  grammar  and  phi* 
lofophy  "^  Emboldened  by  this  familiar  inter- 
courie,  Philoponus  prefumed  to  folicit  a  gift,  in- 
eflimable  in  his  opinion,  contemptible  in  that  of 
the  Barbarians  ;  the  royal  library,  which  alcttie, 
among  the  fpoils  of  Alexandria,  had  not  been 
appropriated  by  the  vifit  and  the  feal  of  the  con- 
queror. Amrou  was  inclined  to  gratify  the  wift 
of  the  grammarian,  but  his  rigid  integrity  refufbd 
to  alienate  the  minuteft  obje^  without  the.  con- 
fent  of  the  caliph ;  and  the  well-known  a^jfwer  of 
Omar  was  infpired  by  the  ignorance  of  a  fanatic* 
^*  If  thefe  writings  of  the  Greeks  agree  with  the 
"  book  of  God,  they^'are  ufelefs  and  need  not  be 
"  preferved :  if  they  difagree,  they  are  pernicious 

"5  Many  treatifed  d  this  lover  of  labour  ((^tXowoyoj)  are  ftill  extant; 
but  foir  readers  of  the  prefcnt  age,  the  printed  and  unpublHhed  are 
nearly  in  the  fame  predicament.  Mofes  and  Ariilotle  are  the  chief  ob- 
je^s  of  his  verbofe  commentaries,  one  of  which  is  dated  as  early  as  May 
loth,  A.D.  617  (Fabric.  Bibliot.  Grac.  tom.ix.  p.  458 — ^468.).  A 
modem  (John  Le  Clerc),  who  fometlmes  aiTumed  the  fame  name,  wai 
equal  to  (4d  Philoponus  in  diligence^  and  far  fuperior  in  good  fenfe 
and  real  knowledge. 

F  F  4  "  and 
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CHAP.  «  and  ought  to  be  deftroyed."  The  fentence 
was  executed  with  blind  obedience  :  the  volumes 
of  paper  or  parchment  were  diftributed  to  the 
four  thoufand  baths  of  the  city  ;  and  fuch  was 
their  incredible  multitude  that  fix  months  were 
barely  fufficient  for  the  confumption  of  this  pre-, 
cious  fuel.  Since  the  Dynafties  of  Abulphara* 
gius  "^  have  been  given  to  the  world  in  a  Latin 
verfion,  the  tale  has  been  repeatedly  tranfcribed^ 
and  every  fcholar,  with  pious  indignation,  has 
deplored  the  irreparable  fliipwreck  of  the  learn- 
ing, the  arts,  and  the  genius,  of  antiquity.  For  my 
own  part,  I  am  ftrongly  tempted  to  deny  both  the 
faft  and  the  confequences.  The  fa6l  is  indeed 
marvellous ;  "  Read  and  wonder !'"  fays  the  hif- 
torian  himfelf :  and  the  folitary  report  of  a  ftran- 
ger  who  wrote  at  the  end  of  fix  hundred  years  on 
the  confines  of  Media,  is  overbalanced  by  the 
filence  of  two  annalifts  of  a  more  early  date,  both 
Chriftians,  both  natives  of  Egypt,  and  the  moft 
ancient  of  whom,  the  patriarch  Eutychius,  has 
amply  defcribed  the  conqueft  of  Alexandria  "^ 
The  rigid  fentence  of  Omar  is  repugnant  to  the 
found  and  orthodox  precept  of  the  Mahometan 
cafuifts:  they  exprefsly  declare,  that  the  religious 
books  of  the  Jews  and  Chriftians,  wliich  are  ac- 

"^  Abulpliarag.  Dynaft.  p.114.  verf.  Pocock.  Audi  quidfaaum  fit 
ft  mirare.  It  would  be  endlefs  to  enumerate  the  modems  who  have 
wondered  and  believed,  but  I  may  diftinguiih  with  hopour  the  rational 
fcepticifm  of  Renaudot  (Hift.  Alex.  Patriarch,  p.  170.) :  hiftoria  .  •  .  • 
]iabet  aliquid  ecnfov  ut  Arabibus  familiare  eft. 

"'  This  curious  anecdote  will  be  vainly  fought  in  the  annals  pf  Euty- 
chius find  the  Saracenic  hiftory  of  Elmacin.  The  filence  of  Abulfeda, 
Jlurtadi,  and  a  crowd  of  Moflems,  is  lefs  conclufive  from  their  igno- 
rance of  Chriftian  literature. 

quired 
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quired  by  the  right  of  war,  flioujd  never  be  com-  chap. 
mitted  tp  the  iSames  ;  and  that  the  works  of  pro-  ^^• 
fane  fcience,hiftorians  or  poets, phyficians  or  phi- 
lofophers,  may  be  lawfully  applied  to  the  ufe  of 
the  faithful "%  A  more  deftrufilive  zeal  may  per- 
haps be  attributed  to  the  firft  fucceffors  of  Maho- 
met J  yet  in  this  inftance,  the  conflagration  would 
havefpeedilyexpiredinthedeficiencyofmaterials. 
I  fhall  not  recapitulate  the  difafters  of  the  Alexan- 
drian library,  the  involuntary  flame  that  was  kin- 
dled by  Caefar  in  his  own  defence  "%  or  the  mif- 
chievous  bigotry  of  the  Chrifl:ians  who  fl:udied  to 
deftroy  the  monuments  of  idolatry'**" .  But  if  we 
gradually  defcendfrom  the  age  of  the  Antonines 
to  that  oiE*  Theodofius,  we  (hall  learn  from  a  chain 
of  contemporary  witnefles,  that' the  royal  palace 
and  the  temple  of  Serapis  no  lodger  contained 
the  four,or  the  feven,  hundred  thoufand  volumes, 
which  had  been  affembled  by  the  euriofity  and 
magnificence  of  the  Ptolemies"'.     Perhaps  the- 

*'^  See  Relandy  de  Jure  Militari  Mahommedanorumy  in  his  iiid 
yolume  of  DiiTertations,  p.  37.  The  reafon  for  not  burning  the  reli-. 
gious  books  of  the  Jews  or  Chriflians)  is  derived  from  the  refpe^  that 
is  due  to  the  name  of  God* 

"9  Confult  the  coUeifllons  of  Frenflieim  (Supplenient.  Livian.  c.  la. 
43.)  and  Uflier  (Annal.  p.  4690»  ^ivy  himfelf  had  ftyled  the  Alex- 
*  andrian  library,  elegantiae  regum  curaeque  egregium  opus ;  a  liberal 
encomium,  for  which  he  is  pertly  criticifed  by  the  narrow  ftoicifm  of 
Seneca  (De  Tranquillitate  Animi,  c.  9.)^  whofe  wifdom,  on  this  occa« 
(ion,  deviates  into  nonfenfe. 

'"  See  this  Hiftory,  vol.  v.  p.  iii. 

"'  Aulus  Gellius  (Nocftes  Attica,  vi.  17.),  Ammianus  Marcellinui 
(xxii.  16.),  and  Orofius  (l.vi.  c.  15.).  They  all  fpeak  in  the  pafi 
tenfe,  and  the  words  of  Ammianus  are  remarkably  ftrong :  fuerunt 
Bibliothecae  innumerabiles  ;  et  loquitur  monumentorum  veterum  con* 
fineas  fides,  &o. 

church 
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church  an4  feat  of  the  patriarchs  might  be  en* 
riched  with  a  repofitory  of  books ;  but  if  the  pon^ 
derous  mais  of  Arian  and  Monophyfite  contro- 
verfy  were  indeed  coDfiimed  in  the  public 
baths  "*,  a  philofopher  may  allo.w^  with  a  finile, 
that  it  was  ultimately  devoted  to  the  benefit  of 
mankind.  I  fincerely  regret  the  more  valuable 
libraries  which  have  been  involved  in  the  ruin  of 
the  Roman  empire ;  but  when  I  ferioufly  com- 
pute the  lapfe  of  ages,  the  waile  of  ignorance^ 
and  the  calamities  of  war,  our  treafures,  rather 
than  our  lofiea,  are  the  obje6l  of  my  fur- 
prife.  Many  curious  and  interesting  fa^s  are 
buried  in  oblivion ;  the  three  great  hiftorians  of 
Rome  have  been  tranimitted  to  our  hands  in  a 
mutilated  flate,  and  we  are  deprived  of  many 
pleafing  compofitions  of  the  lyric,  iambic,  and 
dramatic  poetry  of  the  Greeks.  Yet  we  ihould 
giatefully  remember,  that  the  mifchances  of  time 
andaccident  have  Iparedthe  claffic  works  to  which 
the  fuffrage  of  antiquity  "^  had  adjudged  the  firfl 
place  of  genius  and  glory:  the  teachers  of  ancient 
knowledge,  who  are  ftill  extant,  had  perufed  and 
compared  the  writings  of  their  predeceflbrs  "♦  j 

nor 

"^  Renaudot  anA/jriecs  for  verfioas  of  t^e  Bibl^  Hexapla  Catena 
faWMrnf  Commentari^si  &c.  (p.i  70.  )•  Ouv  Alexiwdmn  M&  if  it  came 
from  Egypt,  and  not  from  Conilantinople  or  Mount  Athos  (Wefieiot 
'Fnlegom*  ad  N.  T.  p.^S,  &c.)»  might /^^/^  be  among  them. 

*^  I  have  often  perufed  with  pleafure  a  chapter  of  Quintilian 
Q[nfiitut.  Orator,  z.  i.)»  in  which  that  judicious  critic  enumerates  and 
appreciates  the  feries  of  Greek  and  Latin  clafiics. 

"^  Such  as  Ga^%  Plii^  AriftatW  Sfc,  On  this  fubje^  Wottoo 
(RefledUons  on  ancient  and  modem  {teaming*  p.  85-^5.)  argues  witlK 
fblid  feniey  againft  the  Irrdy  exotic  fancies  of  Sir  William  Temple. 

U  The 
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nor  can  it  fairly  be  prefumedxthat  any  important  char 


LL 


ti'uth,  any  ufef  ul  difcovery  in  art  or  nature,  has 
been  fiiatched  away  from  the  curiofity  of  modern 
ages. 

In  the  adminiftration  of  Egypt  ■*%  Amrou  ba^  Admini- 
lanced  the  demands  of  juftice  and  policy  j  the  in-  Egypt, 
tereft  of  the  people  of  the  law,  who  were  defend- 
ed by  God  ;  and  of  the  people  of  the  alliance, 
who  were  protedled  by  man.  In  the  recent  tumult 
of  conquefl  and  deliverance,  the  tongue  of  the 
Copts  and  the  fword  of  the  Arabs  were  moft  ad- 
verfe  to  the  tranquillity  of  the  province.  To  the 
former,  Amrou  declared,  that  faction  and  falfe- 
hood  would  be  doubly  chaftifed  j  by  the  punifh- 
ment  of  the  accufers,  whom  he  ihould  deteft  as 
his  perfonal  enemies,  and  by  the  promotion  of 
their  innocent  brethren,  whom  their  envy  had* 
laboured  to  injure  and  fupplant.  He  excited  the 
latter  by  the  motives  of  religion  and  honour  to 
fuftain  the  dignity  of  their  charaAer,  to  endear 
themfelves  by  a  modeft  and  temperate  condu6t 
to  God  and  the  caliph,  to  fpare  and  prote6l  a  peo- 
ple who  had  trufted  to  their  faith,  and  to  content 
themfelves  with  the  legitimate  and  fplendid  re- 
wards of  their  vi6lory.  In  the  management  of  the 
revenue  he  difapproved  the  limple  but  oppreffive 
mode  of  a  capitation,  and  preferred  with  reafon 

The  contempt  of  the  Greeks  for  Barbaric  iclencey  would  fcarcely 
admit  the  Indian  or  JEthiopic  books  into  the  library  of  Alexandria  $ 
nor  is  it  proved  that  philofophy  has  fufiained  any  real  lofs  from  their 
exclufion^ 

"^  This  curious  and  authentic  intelligence  of  Murtadi  (p.. 284— > 
289.  has  not  been  difcovered  eitJier  by  Mr.  dckley,  or  by  the  felf* 
fufficient  compilers  of  the  Modem  Univerikl  Hiilory. 

a  pro- 
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CHAP,  a  proportion  of  taxes,  dedu9:ed  on  every  branch 
^  }^^'  from  the  clear  profits  of  agriculture  and  com- 
merce. A  third  part  of  the- tribute  was  appro- 
priated to  the  annual  repairs  of  the  dykes  and 
canals,  fo  effential  to  the  public  welfare.  Under 
his  adminiftration  the  fertility  of  Egypt  fupplied 
the  dearth  of  Arabia ;  and  a  firing  of  camels, 
laden  with  corn  and  provifions,  covered  almoft  ' 
without  an  interval  the  long  road  from  Memphis 
to  Medina  "^  But  the  genius  of  Amrou  foon  re- 
newed the  maritime  communication  which  had 
been  attempted  or  atchieved  by  the  Pharaohs, 
the  Ptolemies,  or  the  Caefars ;  and  a  canal,  at 
leaft  eighty  miles  in  length,  was  opened  from  the 
Nile  to  the  Red  Sea.  This  inland  navigation, 
which  would  have  joined  the  Mediterranean  and. 
the  Indian  ocean,  was  foon  difcontinued  as 
ufelefs  and  dangerous :  the  throne  was  removed 
from  Medina  to  Damafcus,  and  the  Grecian 
fleets  might  have  explored  a  paffage  to  the  holy 
cities  of  Arabia  "% 
Riches  Of  his  new  conqueft,  the  Caliph  Omar  had  an 

*"^P°P""  imperfedl  knowledge  from  the  voice  of  fame  and 
the  legends  of  the  Koran.  He  requefted  that  his 
lieutenant  would  place  before  his  eyes  the  realm 
of  Pharaoh  and  the  Amalekites ;  and  the  anfwer 
of  Amrou  exhibits  a  lively  and  not  unfaithful 

."•^  Eutychius,  Annal.  tom.ii.  p.^3ao.  Elmacin.  Hift.  Saracen. 
P-35- 

'  -'  On  thefe  ohfcure  canals,  the  reader  may  try  to  fatisfy  himfelf  from 
D'Anville  (Mem.  fur  TEgypte,  p.  io8— *iio.  124.  i3a.),anda  leamed^ 
thcfis  maintained  and  printed  at  Strafburg  in  the  ye?ir  1770  (Jungen- 
dorum  mariilm  fiuvior^que  molimina,  p.  39 — ^47.  ^S— -70.).  Evei^ 
the  fupine  Tnrks  have  agitated  the  old  projedl  of  joining  the  two  feai 
(Memoires  du  Baron  de  Tqtt,  tqm.  iv.)t 

.     pi6lur^ 
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picture  of  that  iingular  country '"'-  "  O  com-  CHAP. 

*^  mander  of  the  faithful,  Egypt  is  a  compound      ^^* 

**  of  black  earth  and  green  plants,  between  a  pul- 

**  verifed  mountain  and  a  red  fand.  The  diftance 

'*  from  Syene  to  the  fea  is  a  month's  journey  for 

^*  an  horfeman.     Along  the  valley  defcends  a 

*'  river,  on  which  the  bleffing  of  the  Moll  High 

**  repofes  both  in  the  evening  and  morning,'and 

**  which  rifes  and  falls  with  the  revolutions  of  the 

*'  fun  and  moon.    When  the  annual  difpenfation 

"  of  Providence  unlocks  the  Ipringsand  fountains 

*^  that  nourilh  the  earth,  the  Nile  rolls  his  fwell- 

**  ing  and  founding  waters  through  the  realm  of 

*'  Egypt:  the  fields  are  overfpread  by  the  falutary 

**  flood  ;  and  the  villages  communicate  with  each 

**  other  in  their  painted  barks.     The  retreat  of 

-*'  the  inundation  depofits  a  fertilizing  mud  for 

*'  the  reception  of  the  various  feeds :  the  crowds 

*'  of  hulbandmen  who  blacken  the  land  may  be 

*'  compared  to  a  fwarm  of  induftriotis  ants;  and 

"  their  native  indolence  is  quickened  by  the  lafti 

■**  of  the    talk-mafler,  and  the  promife  of  the 

"  flowers  and  fruits  of  a  plentiful  increafe.  Their 

"  hope  is  feldom  deceived  ;  but  the  riches  which 

**  they  extradl  from  the  wheat,  the  barley,  and 

"  the  rice,  the  legumes,  the  fruit  trees,  and  the 

^'  cattle,  are  unequally  flxared  between  thofe  who ' 

"®  A  fmall  volume,  des  MervelUes,  &c.  de  I'Egypre,  compofed  in 
the  xiiith  cenrtiry  by  Murtadi  of  Cairo,  and  tranflated  from  an  Arabic 
MS.  of  Cardinal  Mazarin,  was  publifhed  by  Pierre  Vatier,  Paris,  1666. 
The  antiqmties  of  Egypt  are  wild  and  legendary :  but  the  writer  de- 
ferves  credit  and  eftcem  for  Kis  account  of  the  conqueft  and  geography 
of  his  native  country  (fee  the  correfpondence  of  Amrou  and  Omar, 
p.  279— 389.). 

"  labour 
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c  H  A  3^.  ^<  labour  and  thofe  who  poffefi.  According  to  the 
^^^^^  "  viciffitudes  of  the  ieafbns,  the  face  of  the  coun- 
**  try  is  adorned  with  ajiher  wave,  a  Verdent  eme- 
^^  raid,  and  the  deep  yeUow  of  a  golden  har- 
**  veil  "^."  Yet  this  beneificial  order  is  fometimes 
interrupted ;  and  the  long  delay  and  fud(Jen  fwell 
>of  the  river  in  the  firft  year  of  the  conqueft  might 
afford  fome  colour  to  an  edifying  fable.  It  is 
'faid,  that  the  annual  fecrifice  of  a  virgin  '^^  had 
been  iiitefdifted  by  the  piety  of  Omar  ;  and  that 
•the  Nile  lay  fuUen  and  inadtive  in  his  (hallow  bed, 
i;ill  the  mandate  of  the  caliph  was  call  into  the 
obedient  dream,  which  rofe  in  a  fingle  night  to 
the  height  of  fixteen  cubits.  The  admiration  of 
the  Arabs  for  their  new  conqueft  encouraged  the 
licenfe  of  their  romantic  fpirit.  We  may  read, 
in  the  graveft  authors,  that  Egypt  was  crowded 
with  twenty  thoufand  cities  or  villages  '^' :  thatj 
exclufive  of  the  Greeks  and  Arabs,  the  Copts 

alone 

'^^  In  a  twenty  years  refidence  at  Cairoy  the  conful  Maillet  had  con- 
templated that  varying  fcene,  the  Nile  (lettre  iL  particularly  p.  70. 
.75.);  the  fertility  of  the  land  (lettre  ix.>  From  a  college  at  Cambridgef 
|he  poetic  eye  of  Gray  hsAfeen  the  fame  obje<5ls  with  a  keener  glance ; 
What  wonder  in  the  fultry  climes  that  fpread^ 
Where  Nile>  redundant  o'er  his  fummer  bedy 
From  his  broad  bofom  life  and  verdure  flings^ 
And  broods  o'er  Egypt  with  his  .wat'ry  wings ; 
If  with  advent'rous  oar,  and  ready  faily 
The  duiky  people  drive  before  the  gale : 
Or  on  firail  floats  to  neighbouring  cities  ride* 
That  rife  and  glitter  o'er  the  ambient  tide. 

(Mafon's  Works,  and  Memoirs  of  Gray,  p.  Z29«  aoo.). 
■^°  Murtadi,  p.  164 — 167.     The  reader  will  not  eafily  credit  an 
human  facrifice  under  the  Chriilian  emperors^  or  a  miracle  of  the  fuc- 
cefTors  of  Mahomet. 

iJ'  Maillet,  Defcription  de  I'Egypte,  p.  %%•      He  mentions  this 
wimber  as  the  common  opiniop ;  and  adds,  that  the  generality  of 

thpfc 
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lilone  weTeYouDd,an  the  aflfeffment,  fix  millions  <rf.c  hap. 
tributary  fubje6ls  '^^y  or  twenty  millions  of  either  ^^* 
fex,  and  of  every  age :  that  three  hundred  mil- 
lions of  gold  or  fflver  were  annually  paid  to  the 
treafary  of  the  caliph  '^K  Our  reafon  muft  be 
ftartl^d  by  thefe  extravagant  iaffertions ;  and  they 
will  become  more  palpabfle,  if  weitffume  the  com- 
pafs  and  meafure  the  extent  of  habitable  ground  ; 
a  valley  from  the  tropic  to  Memphis,  feldom 
broader  than  twelve  miles^and  the  triangle  of  the 
Delta,  a  flat  futface  of  two  thouland  one  hun- 
dred  fquare  leagues,  compofe  a  twelfth  part  of 
the  magnitude  of  France  ^^\  A  more  accurate 
refearch  will  juftify  a  more  reafonable  eftimate. 
The  three  hundred  millions,  created  by  the  error 
of  a  fcribe,  are  reduced  to  the  decent  revenue 

thefe  villages  contain  two  or  three  thoufiind  perfbns,  and  that  taznj 
of  them  are  more  populous  than  our  large  cities. 

'^*  Eutych.  Annal.  torn.  ii.  p.  308.  311,  The  twenty  millions  are 
computed  from  the  following  data  :  one-twelfth  of  mankind  above 
fixty^  one-third  below  lixteeuy  the  .{»ropprtion  of  men  to  Women  as 
feventeen  to  Axteen  (Racheirches  fur  la  population  de  la  France* 
p.  71,  7a.).  The  Prefident  Goguet  (Origine  des  Arts,  &c.  torn.  iiL 
p.  ad,  &c.)  befiows  twenty^even  millions  on  ancient  Egypt,  becaufe 
the  feventeen  hundred  companions  of  Sefoflris  were  born  on  the  fame 
day. 

'^^  Elmadn.  Hiil.  Saracen,  p.  ai8. ;  and  this  grofs  lump  is  fwallowed 
without  fcruple  by  D'Herbelot  (Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  I03i.},  Arbuthnot 
■(Tables  of  Ancient  Coins,  p.  26a.),  and  the  Ouignes  (Hift*  des  Huns, 
tom.iii.  p*  135*)*  They  noight  allege  the  not  lefs  extravagant  libe^'a* 
lity  of  Appian  in  favour  of  the  Ptolemies  (in  prsefat.)  of  feventy-four 
myriads,  740,000  talents,  an  annual  income  of  185,  or  near  300,  mil- 
lions of  pounds  fterling,  according  as  we  reckon  by  the  Egyptian  Or  the 
Alexandrian  talent  (Bernard  de  Ponderibus  ^tiq.  p.  i86.)u 

'*♦  See  the  meafurement  of  D'Anville  (Mem.  fur  I'Egypte,  p.  »3, 
&c.  After  fome  peevifli  cavils,  M.  Panw  (Reicherches  fur  les  Egyp- 
.tiens,  tom.i.  p.  zi8--*is»iO  can  only  enlarge  his  reckoning  to  42^50 
fquare  leagues. 

of 
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CHAP,  of  four  millions  three  hundred  thoufand  pieces 


LL 


Africa. 
Firft  Inva- 
fion  by 
AbdalUh, 
A.  D.  647. 


of  gold,  of  which  nine  hundred  thoufand  were 
confumed  by  the  pay  of  the  foldiers  '".  Two 
authentic  lifts,  of  the  priefent  and  of  the  twelfth 
century,  are  circumfcribed  within  the  refpeft- 
able  number  of  two  thoufand  feven  hundred  vil- 
lages and  towns  '3^  fter  a  long  refidence  at 
Cairo,  a  French  conful  has  ventured  to  aflign 
about  four  millions  of  Mahometans,  Chriftians, 
and  Jews,  for  the  ample,  though  not  incredible, 
fcope  of  the  population  of  Egypt  '^\ 

IV.  The  conqueft  of  Africa,  from  the  Nile  to 
the  Atlantic  ocean  ''%  was  firft  attempted  by  the 

arms 

*^'  Renaudot,  Hift.  Patriarch.  Alexand.  p.  334.  who  calls  the  com- 
mon reading  or  verfion  cf  Elmacin,  error  Hbrariu  His  own  emendation 
of  4)300)000  pieces,  in  the  ixth  century,  maintains  a  probable  medium 
between  the  3,000,000  which  the  Arabs  acquired  by  the  conqueft  of 
Egypt  (idem,  p.  168.)  and  the  2,400,000  which  the  Sultan  (^  Con- 
ftantmople  levied  in  the  laft  century  (Pietro  della  Valle,  tom.  i.  p«352*  > 
Thevenot,  part  i.  p.  8a4-)-  Pauw  (Recherches,  tom.  ii.  p.  365 — 373O 
gradually  raifes  the  revenue  of  the  Pharoahs,  the  Ptolemies>  and  the 
Csefars,  from  fix  to  fifteen  millions  of  German  crowns. 

'^  The  lift  of  Schultens,  (Index  Geograph.  ad  calcem  Vit.  Saladin. 
p.  5.)  contains  2396  places ;  that  of  D'Anville  (Mem.  fur  I'Egypte, 
p.  29.),  from  the  divan  of  Cairo,  enumerates  2696. 

"'  See  Maillet  (Defcription  de  I'Egypte,  p.  aS.),  who  feems  to  aigue 
with  candour  and  judgment.  I  am  much  better  fatisfied  with  the  obfer- 
vations  than  with  the  reading  of  the  French  conful.  He  was  ignorant 
of  Greek  and  Latin  literature,  and  his  fancy  is  too  much  delighted 
with  the  fiAions  of  the  Arabs.  Their  beft  knowledge  is  colle<51ed  by 
Abulfeda  (Defcript.  ^gypt.  Arab,  et  Lat.  a  Joh.  David  Michaelis, 
Gottingse,  in  4to.,  1776);  and  in  two  recent  voyages  into  Egypt,  we 
are  amufed  by  Savary,  and  inftruAed  by  Volney.  I  wifli  the  latter 
could  travel  over  the  globe. 

*^**  My  conqueft  of  Africa  is  drawn  from  two  French  interpreten 
of  Arabic  literature,  Cardoone  (Hift.  de  I'Afrique  et  de  I'Efpagoe 
fous  la  Domination  des  Arabes,  tom.  i.  p.  8 — ss*)  and  Otter  (Hifi* 
cle  TAcademie  des  Infcriptions,  tom.xxi.  p.  11 1-— 125.  and  Z36.)i 
They  derive  their  principal  informatioa  from   Novairi,  who  com- 
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arms  of  the  caliph  Othmati.  The  pious  defign  c  H  A  P? 
was  approved  by  the  companiotis  of  Mahomet  ^^* 
and  the  chiefs  of  the  tribes;  and  twenty  thou-, 
fand  Arabs  '^marched  from  Medina,  with  the 
gifts  and  the  bleffing  of  the  commander  of  the 
faithful.  .  They  were  joined  in  the  camp  of 
Memphis  by  twenty  thoufand  df  their  country- 
men ;  and  the  condu6l  of  the  war  was  entrufted 
to  Abdallah  *%  the  fon  of  Said  and  the  fofter- 
bnrther  of  the  caliph,  who  had  lately  fupplanted 
the.  cotiqueror  and  lieutenant  of  Egypt.  Yet 
the  favour  of  the  prince,  and  the  merit  of  his 
favourite  could  not  obliterate  the  guilt  of  his 
apbftacy.  The^arly  converfion  of  Abdallah,  and 
his  ikilful  pen,  had  recommended  him  to  the 
important  office  of  tranfcribing  the  flieets  of  the 
Koran  j  he  betrayed  his  trull,  corrupted  the 
text,  derided  the  errors  which  he  had  made,  and 
fled  to  Mecca  to  efcape  the  juftice,  and  expofe 
the  ignorance  of  the  Apoftle.  After  the  con- 
queil  of  Mecca,  he  fell  proftrate  at  the  feet 
of  Mahomet:  his  tears,  and  the  entreaties  of 
Othman,  extorted  a  reluctant .  pardon ;  but 
the  prophet  declared  that  he  had  fo  long  hefi- 
tated,  to  allow  time  for  fome  zealous  difciple  to 
avenge  his  injury  in  the  blood  of  the  apoflate. 
With  apparent  fidelity  and  effcifilive  merit,  he 

pofed)  A.D.  I33i»  an  Encyclopaedia  in  more  than  twenty  volumes. 
The  five  general  parts  fucceffively  treat  of>  i.  Phyfics,  a»  Man,  3. Ani- 
mals, 4.  Plants,  and,  5.  Hiftory ;  and  the  African  affairs  are  difcuffed  in 
theVith  chapter  of  the  vth  fe<ftion  of  this  laft  part  (Reiike,  Prodidagmal^ 
ad  Hagji  Chalifa  Tabulas,  p-ajz— a340*  Among  the  older  hiftorians 
who  are  quoted  by  Novairi  we  may  diftinguifh  the  original  narrative 
of  a  foldier  who  led  the  van  of  the  Moflems. 

*^  See  the   hiftory  of  Abdallah,    in    Abulfeda   (Vit.  Mohammed. 
p.  109.)  and  Gagnier  (Vie  de  Mahomet,  torn.  iii.  p.45— 48.)^  ^ 

vol;  IX.  G  G  ferved 
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CHAP.  iiMTved  the  religion  which  It  was  ik>  longer  his  m« 
]^_  ^  tereft  to  de£ert :  his  birth  and  talents  gave  him 
an  honourable  rank  among  the  Koreilh ;  and^ia 
a  nation  of  cavalry,  Abdallah  was  renowned  as 
the  boldeft  and  mod  dextrous  horfeman  of  Ara« 
bia.  At  the  head  of  forty  thou&nd  Moflems, 
be  advanced  from  Egypt  into  the  unknown 
coi)ntries  of  the  Weft«  The  fitnds  of  Barea 
might  be  impervious  to  a  Roman  legion ;  hnithe 
^rahs were  attended  by  tbeir  &itbful  cameb;  and 
ike  natives  of  the  def^  beheld  without  tenor 
the  familiar  afpeS;  of  the  fi>il  and  climate.  After 
fk  psunful  march,  they  pitched  their  tents  before 
the  walls  of  Tripoli"^,  a  qsaritime  city  in  which 
the  Tumef  the  wealthy  and  the  inhahitants,  of  the 
province  had  gradually  centered^  and  which  now 
maintains  the  thiird  rank  among  the  ftate&of  Btf« 
\^aury.  A  reipforc^nent  of  Greeks  wasfurpri&d 
and  cut  in  pieces  on  the  fea-fhore ;  hut  the  forti* 
^cations  of  Tripoli  refifted  the  firft  aflaults  i  and 
the  Saracens  were  tempted  by  the  approach  of  tb 
praefea  Gregory**'  to  relinquilh  the  lidoioors  rfthe 
fiege  for  the  perils  and  the  hopes  of  a  decifive 

**°  The  province  and  dty  of  TrippHa¥edd«ri)^  by.  I^Aiw^ 
pn  Nairigatione  et  Tiag^^  di  Ramufio,  torn,  L  Vcnetia,  ^550,  fol.  76. 
9frfi)  and  Mar«K>l  (Defenplion  ds  VA&iqo^  tovu  iL  p.  56^>  The 
M  of  thefe  writen  was  a  Moor*  a  Ic]u4ar»  anda  tra^Wrywhocoiy- 
pofed  df  tranflated  his  African  geography  in  a  fiate  of  captivitjr  at 
Rome»  where  he  had  aflumed  the  nanoe  and  religion  of  Fo^  Leo  X. 
lb  a  fimilar  captivity  ax^ong  the  MoocBftfae  Spaniard  Mannol,.  afoldicr 
Df  Charies  V.  compfled  his  Defcription  of  Afeica.  tranilated  by  D'Ab- 
kncourt  into  French  (fturis,  1667, 3  vols,  in  4to.>  Marmol  had  wad  anj 
l^>  but  he  b  deftitote  of  the  curious  and  extenilve  ob&evzdou  wiidt 
abounds  in  the  original  work  of  Leo  the  African. 

^'  Theophanes,  who  mentions  the  defeat,  rather  than  the  dinth»of 
Gregory.  He  brands  the  prsefelSt  with  the  nam^  of  Tvfwoi ;  he  h»^ 
probably  afiumed  the  purple  (Chronograph.  p»  385.), 
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aAiob.  If  his  ftaad^rd  was  foUow«d  by  one  btfii-  CH.  A^  k 
dred  and  twenty  thiMi&iid  meaj  the  r^ular  batidt ,    ^*^^ 
cf  the  fempiFe  muft  have  been  loft  in  the  naked  The  pne. 
and  difordeply  oK>wd  of  Africans  and  Mooi^e^,  ^®^  ^^ 
who  rornied  the  flreogth,  er  i^ther  the  numbers^  his  daugh* 
c^hlfrhoft.    He  j^eded  with  indi^iation  the  ^^ 
option  of  eke  Koran  or  the  tribute  ^  and  dciring 
Ibveral  days^^  the  two  armies  wefe  fiercely  en-        ' 
gaged  from  the  dawn  of  light  to  the  hour  of  noon; 
when  tlieiF  f^gue  and  the  OKeeflive  heat  eom'* 
pelled  them  taleek  ihelter  and  refitment  ift 
their  refpeAive  oamps.    The  daughter  of  3«!&>» 
gory,  a  mi^d  of  incomparable  beauty  and  f^A\^ 
i»  ikid  to  have  fbught  by  his  fide  f  from  he« 
earlieft  youth  Ibe  was  fai>ained  to  mount  on  horfe- 
baek,  to  draw  the  bow,  and  to  wield  tb^  Ibyme^ 
tar ;  and  the  richneft  of  her  arms  and  apparel  was 
con^fcuous  in  the  foremoft  ranks  of  this  battle. 
Her  hand^  with  an  hundred  thoufand  pieces  of 
gold,  wa?  oflbred  ibr  tJie  head  of  the  Arabian  ge« 
nerai,  and  the  youtha  ef  Africa  were  excited  hy 
the  prolpe€l  of  the  glorious  pri^e;    At  the  preh 
ilng  iblicitation  of  his  brethren^  Abdullah  with* 
drew  his  perfon  from  the  field  %  but  theSaraeenfir 
were  difeouraged  by  the  retreat  of  their  leader, 
and  the;  repetition  of  thefe  equator  unfuccefsfltl 
eonfii^s. 

A  noble  Arabian^  who  afterwards  became  the  viaoryof 
adverfhry  dP  AM  and  the  father  of  a  cahph,  had^^^'***- 
fignali^d  hie  valour  in  Egypt,  and  Zobeir  ^  was 

^  8wmOQkky(Hift.oftheSsuacea8»vd.ii.p.45->t]ie(1eKkiioff 
Ziq]^,  wl>icli  w»s  honoji^d  witl^  the  tears  of  Ali,  agaio^  whom  ht 
had  rebelfefl.  Bis  valour  a^  the  fiege  of  Babylon,  if  Indeed  it  be  the 
%iBt  pcrfc»9i»  nMtiaiMd  b^f  Xutychias  {laaaL  torn.  £•  p.^8.> 
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C  H  A  P.  the  firft  who  planted  a  fcaling-ladder  againft  tke 
}^  ,  walls  of  Babylon.  In  the  African  war  he  was  de- 
tached from  the  ftandard  of  Abdallah.  On  the 
news  of  the  battle,  Zobeir,  with  twelve  com- 
panionSy  cut  his  way  through  the  camp  of  the 
Greeks,  and  prefled  forwards,  without  tafUng 
either  food  or  repofe,  to  partake  of  the  dangers 
of  his  brethren.  He  caft  his  eyes  round  the  field : 
^«  Where,"  laid  he,  "  is  our  general  ?"  "  In 
"  his  ienf  "  Is  the  tent  a  ftation  for  the  general 
«  oftheMoflems?"  Abdallah  reprefetited  with 
a  blufli  the  importance  of  his  own  life,  and  the 
temptation  that  was  held  forth  by  the  Roman 
praefeft.  "  Retort,"  faid  Zobeir,  "  on  the  infi- 
**  dels  their  ungenerous  attempt  Proclaim 
^}  through  the  ranks,  that  the  head  of  Gregory 
<^  Ihall  be  repaid  with  bis  captive  daughter,  and 
^^  the  equal  fum  of  one  hundred  thouiand  pieces 
**  of  gold/'  To  the  courage  and  difcretion  of 
Zobeir  the  lieutenant  of  the  caliph  entrufted  the 
execution  of  his  own  flratagem,  which  inclined 
the  long-difputed  balance  in  favour  of  the  Sara- 
ciens.  Supplying  by  activity  and  artifice  the 
deficiency  of  numbers,  a  part  of  their  forces  lay 
concealed  in  their  tents,  while  the  remainder 
prolonged  an  irregular  fkirmifli  with  the  enemyi 
till  the  fun  was  high  in  the  heavens.  On  both 
fides  they  retired  with  fainting  fteps :  their  horfes 
were  unbridled,  their  armour  was  laid  afide,  and 
the  hoilile  nations  prepared,  or  feemed  to  pre* 
pare,  for  the  refrelliment  of  the  evening,  andthe 
encounter  of  the  enfuing  day.  On  a  fudden 
the  charge  was  founded;  the  Arabian  camp 
poured  forth  a  fwarm  of  frelh  and  intrepid  war- 
riors; 
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riors }  and  the  long  line  of  the  (xreeks  and  Afti-  chap. 
cans  was  furprifed,  affiuilted,  overturned,  by  new  u* 
fquadrons  of  the  faitliful,  who,  to  the  eye  of 
fanaticifm,  might  appear  as  a  band  of  angels 
defcending  from  the  iky.  The  praefefl  himfelf 
was  flain  by  the  hand  of  Zobeir :  his  daughter, 
who  fought  revenge  and  death,  was  furrounded 
and  made  prifoner ;  and  the  fugitives  involved 
in  their  difafter  thetown  of  Sufetiila,towhich  they 
efbaped  from  the  fabres  and  lances  of  the  Arabs. 
Sufetula  was  built  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
to  the  fouth  of  Carthage :  a  gentle  declivity  is 
watered  by  a  running  ftream,  and  fliaded  by  a 
grove  of  juniper  trees ;  and,  in  the  ruins  of  a 
triumphal  arch,  a  portico,  and  three  temples  of 
the  Corinthian  order,  curiofity  may  yet  admire 
the  magQificence  of  the  Romans '^\  After  the 
fall  of  this  opulent  city,  the  provincials  and  Bar- 
'  barians  implored  on  all  fides  the  mercy  of  the 
conqueror.  His  vanity  or  his  zeal  might  be 
flattered  by  offers  of  tribute  or  profefiions  of 
faith:  but  hisloffes, his  fatigues,  and  the  pro- 
grefs  of  an  epidemical  difeafe,  prevented  a  folid 
^ftablilhment ;  and  the  Saracens,  after  a  cam- 
paign  of  fifteen  months,  retireated  to'the  confines 
of  Egypt,  with  the  captives  and  the  wealth  of 
their  African  expedition.  The  caliph's  fifth  was 
granted  to  a  favourite,  on  the  nominal  payment 
of  five  hundred  thoufand  pieces  of  gold'**  j  but 

'«  Shaw's  Travels,  p,  1x8, 119. 

'^  Miinica  emptio,  fays  Abutfeda,  erat  haec,  et  mint  donatio  i  qoan- 
doquidem  Othman,  ejus  nomine  numinos  ex  aerario  prius  ablatos  «rario 
prseftabat  (Annal.  Moflem.  p.  78.).  Rlmacin  (in  bis  cloudy  verfion, 
p*  >390  feems  to  report  the  fame  job.  When  die  Arabs  befieged  tb^ 
palace  of  Othmany  it  ftood  high  in  their  catalogue  of  grievances* 
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e  H  ^  P.  (be  flato  was  4dubly  injurid  hj  ibid  faUaekyw 

tbouiancU  ^^d  eadi  tidl^fetaMin  ihfee  thoi^Biid 
^iece^,  in  the  real  divifion  of  tisie  plunder.  Tb 
laathM  6f  the  death  of  Qtegqty  was  exfHeSsed  to 
hav«  clttaned  the  nK>ft  ptecious  rewbrd  of  the 
ViAery :  frem  his  fiUn&e  it  might  be  prefmsed 
that  be  bad  &UelB  in  the  faat):lev  till  the  tears  aad 
fS^lsmhiioBs  of  tbe  pt^tfySt*^  daiq^er  at  the 
^ht  of  iSobeir  revealed  tbe  val<^r  and  teodeftx 
4^  that  gaUaat  (^ieiv  The  imfbrttifiabe  tk^psi 
Was  l^M'edy  aod  aimoft  r^|e€bed  at  a  flavta,  by 
h&c  faAJier'il  mucderer^  Who  ooolf  declared  that 
hh  fw^rd  wafc  cofif^crated  to .  the  fcrvice  of  rdi- 
gion ;  «fld  that  be  M>ottred  for  a  rtoankpeoce  fat 
above  the  cbarnvs  tof  mortal  beauty^  or  the  rf  dns 
<rf*  this  trani$tory  Mi.  A  i^^war d  congetrial  to 
his  teaaper^  wm  the  hoaonrabki  commiiSoa  of 
aanouQcing  to  the  calipb  Othnlan  <ibe  fiiced»  of 
bis  Btms.  The  eon^mom,  the  chie&5  and  die 
peo;>le,  were  aflembled  in  the  mofch  of  Mediiiis 
to  bear  tbe  interefting  narrative  bf  Zobetr ;  sad, 
a&  t^e  orator  forgot  nothing  except  the  ilierit  of 
bift  own  eounfek  and  a^ions^  the  name  of  Ab^ 
dallah  was  joined  by  the  Arabians  wd2i  the  he- 
roic names  of  Caled  and  ABlrou'^^ 
F^ogrds  of  The  weftem  conquefts  of  tbe  SaraceiBlvtereM'' 
^^^f^  pended  near  twenty  years,  till  their  diflfentioffl 
Afnca,  were  cotnpofed  by  tbe  eftaMsflimtotof  the  houfe 
^  A,D.  of  Ommiyah ;  and  the  caliph  Moawiyah  wad  invit- 
^^   ^*  ed  by  thQ  cries  of  the  Africans  themfelves.    The 

ffv^^  ttftw  ipi*rtw»  k(»  «j?  m7>  fltt«v  ^«y6(T»  k,oh  ^oiy^wdnH  (fo^ 
ffe<w"^tw  Af  $otf»  twrtr^aeir.  ^heojAah.  Ciirt)nogriph,  j>.28jf.  edit* 
Paris.    HIi'rfHwIirtojfjrfeteofeVWlil^^ 

fuccet 
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lucoefi^rs  of  Heraclius  had  been  inibrnied  of  the  c  1H  A  K 
tribute  which  they  had  been  compelled  to  ftipu-  ^^* 
late  with  the  Arabs;  butinftead  of  being  moved 
to  pity  and  relieve  their  diilrefi,  they  impofed^  as 
^  equtiHEiIent  or  a  fine,  a  fecond  tribute  of  a  &mU 
lar  amount.  The  ears  of  the  By^istiltine  mitiift^c^ 
inrereihut  agatnllthe  complaints  of  their  poverty 
and  ruiti :  their  defpair  was  reduced  to  prefbr  the 
dominion  of  a  fingle  mafter ;  and  the  extortions 
of  the  patriarch  of  Carthage,  who  was  invefted 
With  civil  and  military  power,  provided  the  fee- 
taries,  and  even  the  Cadiolics,  of  the  Roman  pro* 
vince  to  abjure  the  religion  as  well  as  the  aiitlHv 
rity  of  their  tyrants.  The  firft  lieutenant  of  Mb* 
awiyah  acquired  a  juil  renown,  fubdued  an  tm^ 
portant  city,  defeated  an  army  of  thirty  tlioirfkild 
,  Greeks,  fwept  away  fourfcore  thou&nd  captiipes, 
aiid  enriched  with  tbdr  Ipoiis  the  bold  advent 
turersofSyritt  and  Egypt'*'.  Bat  the  titk  of  oMh 
queror  of  Africa  is  more  jnftly  due  to  his  ftuM^eC' 
for  Alcbah.  He  marched  from  Damafcui^  at  the 
head  of  ten  thoufand  of  the  braveft  Arabs ;  and 
the  genuine  force  of  the  Modems  was  enlarg- 
ed by  the  doubtful  aid  and  converfion  of  many 
thoufand  Barbarians.  It  would  be  difficult,  nor 
is  it  neceffary.  to  trace  the  accurate  line  of  the 
progrefs  of  Akbah.  The  interior  regions  have 
been  peopled  by  the  Orientals  with  fi^Htions  ar- 
mies and  imaginary  citadels.  In  the  warlike  pro-v 
vince  of  Zab  or  Numidia,  fourfcore  thoufafid  of 

^^  Theophanes  (in  Chronograph,  p.  %^$»)  lalbtt  the  vagne  nunonct 
that  might  reach  Conibmtiiiople»  of  die  vcftem  cdnquefti  of  th« 
Arabs ;  and  I  learn  from  Paul  VtTamefHdf  deacoft  of  Aqnikla  (de 
Ge&is  Langobard.  1.  v.  c.  ij.jy  that  at  this  tine  they  firal  a  flfo  hmk 
Alexandria  into  the  Sicilian  and  African  (eas; 

G  G  4  the 


.456  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

th6  natives  might  aflemble  in  arms;  but  the  num- 
ber of  three  hundred  and  fixty  towns  is  incom- 
patible  with  the  ignorance  or  decay  of  hufban- 
dry'*^;  and  a  circumference  of  three  leagues  will 
oot  be  juftified  by  the  ruins  of  Erbe^r  Lambefa, 
the  ancient  metropolis  of  that  inland  country. 
As  we  approach  the  fea-coaft,  the  well-known 
cities  of  B^gia  '^  and  Tangier  *^^  define  the  more 
certain  limits  of  the  Saracen  'vi6l;ories.  A  rem- 
nant  of  trade  flill  adheres  to  the  commodious  har- 
hour  of  Bugia,  which,  in  a  more  profperous  age, 
is  faid  to  have  contained  about  twenty  thoufand 
lioufes;  and  the  plenty  of  iron  which  is  dug  from 
the  adjacent  mountains  might  have  fupplied  a 
britver  people  with  the  inAxuments  of  defence. 
~The  remote  pofition  and  venerable  antiquity  of* 
Tingi,  or  Tangier,  have  been  decorated  by  the 
Greek  and  Arabian  fables;  but  the  figurative  ex^ 
preffions  of  the  latter,  that  the  walls  were  con- 
ftru^ted  of  brafs,  and  that  the  roofs  were  covered 
with  gold  and  lilver,  may  be  interpreted  as  the 
emblems  of  ftrength  and  opulence.  The  province 
of  Mauritania,  Tingitana'*%  which  aiTumed  the 

name 

*47  See  Novairi  (apiid  Otter,  p.xi8.3b  Lea  Afiicanus  (fd.  8l»  v^r/b), 
who  reckons  only  cinque  citta  e  infinite  cafal,  Marmol  (Defcription  de 
rAfirique,  toin.  iii.  p.  33.),  and  Shaw  (Travels,  p.  57. 65 — 68.)- 

'^"^Leo  African;  fol.  58.  verfoy  59.redo,  Marmol,  tain*ii.  p.-4i5. 
Shaw,  p,  43. 

'^'  Leo  African,  fol.  5  a.  Marmol.  torn.  iL  p.aa8. 
''***  Regio  ignobilis,  et  vix  quicquam  illuftre '  fortita,  pirvis  oppidis 
iiabitatiir,  parva  flumina  emittit,  folo  quam  viris  melior  et  fegnitie 
genkk  obfenra.' Ponnpottitts  Mela,  i.  5.  ni.  10.  Mela  deferves  the 
more  credh>  fince  his  own  Fhcenician  anceftors  l;ad  migrated  from 
iTingkana  to  Spain  (fee  in  ii.  6.  a  paflage  of  that  geographer  fo  cruefly 
t«rtttrwl  by  Salmafiti,  liaac  Voffius,  and  the  moft  virulent  of  critics, 

Jamet 
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nameof  the  capital,  had  been  iinperfii3;ly  difco-  c 
vered  and  fettled  by  the  Romans;  the  five  colo- 
nies were  confined  to  a  narrow  pale,  and  the 
.more  Ibuthern  parts  were  ieldom  explored  except 
by  the  agents  of  luxury,  who  fearched  the  forefts 
for  ivory  and  the  citron  wood  '^',  and  the  fhores 
of  the  ocean  for  the  purple  fhelUfiih.  The  fear- 
lefs  Akbah  plunged  into  the  heart  of  the  country, 
traverfed^:he  wildernefs  in  which  his  fucceflbrs 
-ere6ted  the  fplendid  capitals  of  Fez  and  Moroc 
CO  '**,  and  at  length  penetrated  to  the  verge  of 
the  Atlantic  and  the  great  defert.  The  river 
Sus  defcends  from  the  weilern  fides  of  Mount 
Atlas,  fertilifes,  like  the  Nile,  the  adjacent  foil, 
and  falls  into  the  fea  at  a  moderate  diftance 
from  the  Canary,  or  Fortunate,  iflands.  Its 
banks  were  inhabited  by  the  laft  of  the  Moors, 

James  Gronovius).  He  lived  at  the  time  of  the  final  reducflion  of  that 
country  by  the  Emperor  Claudius  ;  yet  almoft  thirty  years  afterwards, 
Pliny  (Hifl.  Nat.  v.  iJ)  complains  of  his  authors^  too  lazy  to  en(]uire» 
too  proud  to  ronfefs  their  ignorance  of  that;  wild  and  remote  province. 

?^^  The  fooliHi  faihion  of  this  citron  wood  pre^^ailed  at  Rome  amon|^ 
the  men,  as  much  as  the  tafte  for  pearls  among  the  women.  A  round 
board  or  table,  four  or  five  feet  in  diameter,  fold  for  the  price  of  an 
eftate  (latefundii  taxatione)>  eight,  ten,  or  twelve  thoufand  pounds  itei> 
ling  (Plin.  Hift.  Natur.  xiii.  29.).  I  conceive  that  I  muft  not  confound 
the  tree  citrus,  with  that  of  the  fruit  citrum.  But  I  am  not  botanift 
enough  to  define -the  former  (it  is  like  the  wild  cyprefs)  by  the  vulgar 
orLinnaean  name;  nor  will  I  decide  whether  the  citrum  be  the  orange 
or  the  lemon.  Salmafius  appears  to  exhauft  the  fubjedl,  but  he  too 
often,  involves  himfelf  in  the  web  of  his  diforderiy  erudition  (Plinian. 
Exercitat.  tbm.  ii*  p.  666,  &c.). 

*"  Leo  African,  fol.  16.  verfo.  Marmol.  tom.ii.  p.  a8.  This  pro- 
vince, the  firii  fcene  of  the  exploits  and  greatnefs  of  the  cberifs,  is  often 
mendoned  in  the  curious  hiftory  of  that  dynafty  at  the  end  of  the  iiid 
volume  of  Marmol,  Defcriptipn  de  I'Afrique.  The  iiid  vol.  of  the  Re- 
cl^erches  Hiftoriques  fur  les  Maures  (lately  publiihed  at  Paris)  illuftratet 
the  hiHory  and  geography  of  the  kingdoms  of  Fez  and  Morocco. 
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c  H  A  P.  a  race  of  ffit^Bges,  without  laws  or  diibipHfte, 
^^^_,f  or  reltgioti ;  they  were  aftonilhed  by  the  ftrange 
and  irrefiiltble  terrotB  of  the  Oriental  arms ;  abd 
as  they  pofle&d  neither  gold  nor  filver,  the 
richeil  (jpoil  was  the  beauty  of  the  female  cap- 
tives, fome  of  whom  were  afterwards  fold  for  a 
thou&nd  pieces  of  gold*  The  career,  though 
not  the  zeal,  of  Akbah  was  checked  by  the  pro- 
fped;  of  a  boundlefs  ocean.  He  fpurred  his 
horfe  into  the  waves,  and  raifing  his  eye$to 
heaven,  e%clfiimed  with  the  tone  of  a  fanatic, 
^  Great  God !  if  my  coiufe  were  not  flopped  by 
^  this  fea,  I  would  ftill  go  on,  to  the  unknown 
^<  kingdoms  of  the  Weft,  preaching  the  unity  of 
^^  thy  holy  name,  and  putting  to  the  IWond  the 
*^  rebellious  nations  who  worlhip  any  other  gods 
«  than  Thee  '".**  Yet  this  Mahometan  Alexan- 
der, who  iighed  for  new  worlds,  was  unable  to 
preferve  his  recent  conquefts.  By  the  univer&l 
defection  of  the  Greeks  and  Africans,  he  was 
recalled  from  the  (hores  of  the  Atlantic,  and 
the  furroundirig  multitudes  left  him  only  the 
refource  of  an  honourable  deatlu  The  lad  fcene 
was  dignified  by  an  example  of  national  virtue. 
An  ambitious  chief,  who  had  diiputed  the  com- 
mand and  failed  in  the  attempt,  was  led  about 
as  a  prifoner  in  the  camp  of  the  Arabian  gene- 
ral. The  iniiirgents  had  trufted  to  his  difcon- 
'  tent  and  revenge  ;  he  difdained  their  offers  and 

*'^  Otter  (p*liJ9')  hzM  given  the  ftrong  tone  of  fanaticifm  to  this  ex- 
clamatinn»  'whkk  Cspdonne  (p«37«)  bat  foftened  to  a  pioos  wih  ci 
frgatifki^  ^le  KoiOlU  Yet  tbi^  bad  botb  tbe  (ame  text  of  Novairi 
bef<H«tbdr«fet. 
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jFevealed  tbeif  d^lgm.    In  the  hour  of  danger,  c  H  A  t». 
the  grateful  Akbah  unlocked  his  fetters^  and  ad-      l^^- 
vifed  him  to  retire ;  he  chofe  to  die  undter  the      "^^"^^ 
banner  of  his  rival.    Embracing  aa  friends  and 
martyrs,  the/ unflieathed  their  fc^metars,  broke 
thei^  fcabbards^   and  maintained  an  obftinate 
combat,  tali  tfaejr  fell  by  each  other's  fide  oti 
4ke  iaft  of  their  flaughtered  countrymen.    The 
third  general  or  governor  of  Africa,  Zuheir, 
avenged  and  encountered  the  fitte  of  his  pre- 
decefibn    He  vanquiflied  the  natives  in  many 
bAttleB ;  he  was  overthrown  by  a  powerful  araiy, 
which  Goillbmtitti^le  had  ifent  to  the  relief  of 
Carthage. 

It  liad  been  the  irequent  pra&ice  i>f   the  Found*- 
Hocmfli  tribes  to  join  the  invaders,  to  (hare  the  ^^  *^ 
l^junder^  to  profefi  the  faith^  and  to  revolt  to     a.d. 
ti^dx  favage  fiate  of  independence  and  idolatry,  ^70—^75. 
i9h  the  firft  retreat  *or  misfortune  of  the  Moflems. 
The  prudence  c£  Akbah  had  propoled  to  featod 
an  Arabian  ^lony  in  the  heart  cf  Africa ;  a  cit»« 
^d  that  might  curb  the  levity  of  the  Baitiarians^ 
a  place  of  refuge  tofecure,  againft  the  accidents 
of  war,  the  wealth  and  the  families  of  the  Sara- 
cens.  With  this  view,  and  under  the  modeft  titie 
of  tihe  ftation  of  a  caravan,  he  planted  this 
t^olony  in  the  Mieth  year  of  the  Hegira.    In 
its  pre&nt  decay,    Cairoan'^^   ftill   holds  the 
fecond  rank  in  the  kingdom  of  Tunis,    from 
which  it   is  diftant  about    fifty  miles  to  the 

'^  The  foundattoaof  Cairoan  is  mendoned  by  OMey  (fCft.of  the 
Sanctni»'roLiLp.i«9»i3o.);  aad  thefitu«doii»  molcfay  See.  of  the 
ettyaireddbnbedbx  Ubo  Aibkiaiii  (foL7x.>  Marmol  (tom.H,p.53a.) 
and  Shaw  (p.  xi5.> 

fouthj 
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fouth'^^;  its  inland  fituation,  twelve  miles  weft- 
ward  of  the  fea,  has  protected  the  city  from  the 
Greek  and  Sicilian  fleets.  When  the  wild  beafts 
and  ferpents  were  extirpated,  when  the  foreft,  or 
rather  wildernefs,  was  cleared,  the  veftiges  rf 
a  Roman  town  were  difcovered  in  a  fahdy  plain: 
the  vegetable  food  of  Cairoan  is  brougiit  from 
afar;  and  the  fcarcity  of  fprings  conftrains  the 
inhabitants  to  coUeft  in  cifterns  and  refervoirs  a 
.precarious  fupply  of  rain-water.  Thefe  obftacles 
were  fubdued  by  the  induftry  of  Akbah ;  he 
traced  a  circumference  of  three  thoufand  aed  fix 
hundred  paces,  which  he  encompafled  with  a 
brick  wall ;  in  the  fpace  of  five  years,  the  gover- 
nor's palace  was  furrounded  with  a  fufficient 
number  of  private  habitations  ;  a  fpacious  mofch 
was  fupported  by  five  hundred  columns  of  gra- 
nite, porphyry,  and  Numidian  marble  ;  and  Cai- 
roan became  the  feat  of  learning  as  wiell  ias  of 
empire.  But  thefe  were  the  glories  of  a  later 
age ;  the  new  colony  was  Ibaken  by  the  fuccef- 
five  defeats  of  Akbah  and  Zubeir,  and  the 
weftern  expeditions  were  again  interrupted  by 
the  civil  difcord  of  the  Arabian  monaichy.  The 
,fon  of  the  valiant  Zobeir  maintained  a  war  of 
twelve  years,  a  fiege  of  feven  months  againft  the 
houfe  of  Ommiyah.  Abdallah  was  faid  to  unite 
the  fiercenefs  of  the  lion  with  the  fubtlety  of 

*"  A  portentous,  thougli  frequent,  miilake  has  been  the  confound- 
ing, from  a  flight  fimilitude  of  name,  the  Cyrene  of  the  Greeks,  and 
the  Cairoan  of  the  Arabs,  two  cities  which  are  feparated  by  an  interval 
of  a  thoufand  miles' along  the  fea-coaft.  The  gfeat  Thuanus  has  ncX 
efcaped  this  fault,  the  lefs  excufable  as  it  is  conne^ed  with  a  fonnal 
and  elaborate  defcription  of  Africa  (Hiftoria.  l.\ii.  c.  2.  in  tom.i*  p.34<^ 
edit.  Buckley). 
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the  fox ;  but  if  he  inherited  the  courage,  he  was  chap. 
devoid  of  tbegenerofity  of  his  father  '^^  .    j^^ 

The  return  of  dpmeilic  peace  allowed  the  ca-  conqueft 
liph  Abdalmalek  to  refumethe  conqueft  of  Africa;  ^^  ^^' 
the  ftandard  was  delivered  to  Hafian  governor  of  |^i), 
Egypt,  and  the  revenue  of  that  kingdom,  with  an  691—698. 
army  of  forty  thou^uid  men,  was  confecrated  to 
the  important  fervice.  In  the  viciffitudes  of  war, 
the  interior  provinces  had  been  alternately  won 
and  loft  by  the  Saracens.  But  the  fea-coaft  ftill 
xemained  in  the  hands  of  the  Greeks;  ithe  pre- 
deceflbrs  of  Haflan*  had  refpeSed  the  name  arid 
fortifications  of  Carthage ;  and  the  number  of  its 
defenders  was  recruited  by  the  fugitives  of  Cabes 
and  Tripoli.  The  arms  of  Haflan  were  bolder  and 
more  fortunate ;  he  reduced  and  pillaged  the  me« 
tropolis  of  Africa ;  and  the  mention  of  fcaling* 
ladders  may  juftify  the  fufpicion  that  he  antici- 
pated, by  a  fudden  aflault,  the  more  tedious  ope- 
rations of  a  regular  fiege.  But  the  joy  of  the  con- 
querors was  foon  difturbed  by  the  appearance  of 
the  Chriftian  fuccouri.  The  praefecft  and  patri- 
cian John,  a  general  of  experience  and  renown, 
embarked  at  Conftantinople  the  forces  of  the 
Eaftern  empire'" ;  they  were  joined  by  the  (hips 

and 

'^^  Beiides  the  Arabic,  chronicles  of  Abuifeda»  Elmaciny  and  Abul- 
l^iaragiust  under  the  Izxiiid  year,  of  the  Hegira»  we  may  confult 
JD'Herbelot  (Bibliot^  Orient,  p.  7.)  aiid  Ockley  (Bifi.  of  the  Saracens, 
vd.ii.p» 339— 3490*  The  lattei;  has  given  the  hift  and. pathetic 
dialogue  between  Abdallah  and  his  mother ;  but .  he  has  forgot  a 
phyfical  effe(5l  of  ker  grief  for  his  death>  the  return,  at  the  age  of 
ninety,  and  fatal  confequences,  of  her  menfes* 
'■  '"  Acoyrtof  . . .  .aff-«yf«  t»    P«/Aai}c»  gfwwAio-e  TrXoifMy  rfacrnyzf  ts 
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CHAP,  and  the  foldiers  of  SicSy,  «ad  a  powerfid  rm^ 
forcement  of  Ooths'^*  was  obtaiiied  from  %he  Ssars 
and  religion  of  the  S^anHh  monarch.  The  weight 
0f  the  confederate  navy  broke  the  chain  thai 
guarded  the  entrance  of  the  havbonr  i  the  Arabs 
retired  to  Csproan^  or  Tripoli}  the  Chriftinns 
landed }  the  citizeQa  hailed  the  enfign  of  the 
croft,  and  the  winter  was  idly  weAed  in  the  (btam 
of  vi6tory  or  delivevance.  But  A&jca  wa&  irre^ 
coverably  loft :  the  2eal  and  re&ntmewt  of  the 
commander  of  the  faithful '^^  prepaced  in  the  en^ 
fiung  fpring  a  more  numerous  armament  kf  &a 
and  land ;  and  the  patrician  in  his  turn  waa  coi& 
pelled  to  evacuate  the  poft  and  fortifiGations  of 
Carthage*  A  fecond  battle  was  fought  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Utica :  the  Greeks  and  Getht 
were  again  defeated ;  and  their  timely  embarkiu 
tion  faved  them  from  the  fword  of   Hailan, 


Ka^;^t)SoM  x0(Tft  rw  Ta^xmuf  t|tirifA4^cT.  Kkepfaori  Conltandoo- 
poUtittu^SR^rt  p*  ft8«  Th«  pitikrck  of  Coiift»^tinople»  >»idi  TktP- 
phanes  (Chronograph,  p.  309*)»  have  flightly  mentioned  this  h&  at- 
tempt for  the  relief  of  Africa.  Fagi  (Critical  torn.  liL  p.  129*  141*) 
h»  nicely  a&ertained  the  chnmdogy  by  a  flarlS  cmxpuikn  of  the 
Arabic  and  Byzantine  hiftoriana»  who  often  di%ree  bptl^  in  tixp9  ^ 
ia6l.     See  likewife  a  note  of  Otter  (p.  X2i.> 

'^'Dove  Terano  ridntd  i  nobili  Romani  e  i  Gatti;  and  afbrmdii 

'  i  Romani  fuggu-ono  e  i  Gotti$  laibianmo  Carthagine  (Leo  African.  £bL 

72.  re<5lo.).    I  know  not  from  what  Arabic  writer  the  African  derived 

his  Goths;  but  the  faA,  though  new>  is  fo  interefting  and  (6  probablet 

that  I  will  accept  it  on  the  flighteft  authority. 

^  This  commander  is  ftykd  by  Mkeplttnia  'EttciXw^  J^et^umih  « 
y9gvm  though  not  inpn>ptr  delimrini?  of  the  eafiph.  Theophaneiiib 
txoduces  the  firange  apprfJafion  of  U^ofnwfJtfioX^f  which  hb  iii(eipielKr 
Qonr  explains  by  Fisdr  Asum,  They  may  approach  the  tni^  i& 
affigmng  the  active  part  to  the  miniaery  rather  thui  the  prince;  1^ 
they  forget  that  the  Omni^uks  had  mafy  a  J^^^  or  &crctas]f^  99A 
that  the  office  of  Vizk  wai  not  i9yiT«4  <^  inftitulfifitill  the  l^y**' 
of  the  Hegira  (0'Herbfi)o|:i  p.  9^a^). 

4  yfho 
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who  had  invefted  the  flight  and  iafiifficient  ram.- 
part  of  their  camp.  Whatever  yet  remained  of 
Carthage,  was  delivered  to  the  flames,  and  the 
colojiy  of  Dido  '^  and  Cffifar  lay  defolate  above 
two  hundred  years,  till  a  part,  perhaps  a  twen- 
tieth, of  the  old  circumference  was  repeopled  by 
the  firft  Qif  the  Fatamite  caliphs.  In  the  begin* 
idng  of  the  fifteenth  century,  the  fecond  capital 
of  the  Weft  was  reprefented  by  a  mofch,  a  col« 
lege  without  ftudents,  twenty«five  or  thirty  ihops, 
ai»d  the  huts  of  five  hundred  pea&nts,  who,  in 
their  abje6t  poverty,  difplayed  the  arrogance  of 
the  Punic  fenatprs.  Even  that  paltry  village 
was  fwept  away  by  the  Spaiuards  whom  Charles 
the  Fifth  had  ftationed  iu  the  fortrefs  of  the 
Goletta.  The  ruins  of  Carthage  have  periflied; 
and  the  place  oiight  be  unknown  if  fame  broken 
arches  of  an  aquedu6t  did  not  guide  the  foot- 
fteps  of  the  inquifitive  traveller'^'. 

The  Greeks  were  expelled,  but  the  Arabians  Final  con« 
were  not  yet  maAers  of  the  country.     la  the  in-  ^  ^ 
terior  provinces  the  Moors  or  Berbers '%  fo  feeble     a.d. 

under  698— 70^. 


'^  Aocordin^  to  SoUnus  (!•  27,  p.  36.  edit,  Saimas.)  tbe  C^rtha^  oC 
pido  ftood  either  677  or  737  years ;  a  various  readipg,  which  proceed* 
horn  the  diifference  of  MS$.  or  editions  (Salvias.  Plm.  Exercit.  torn.  i. 
p.  2^8.].  The  fonner  of  thefe  accounts,  which  gives  823  years  be- 
fore Cfcrift)  is  more  confiftent  with  the  well-weighed  tefluoonyof 
VeUeius  P^tecculus:  but  the  latter  is  preferred  by  our  chronologift 
(3)farlbamf  Canon.  Chron^  p.  398.)  as  more  agreeable  to  the  Heb^w 
aud  Tynan  annals* 

' ''  Leo  Afiacaa.  fi>l.  71.  verfoi  7s.  r«6b.  ,Mana:«4  tom*  ii»  p»  441: 
-«^447,    Shawyp.  80. 

'^  The  hMkary  o£  the  woid  Barbar  may  be  chlfed  uader  four  pa- 
rioda.  i.  la Jfae  time  oi  Homer,  wiien  the  Ofliee]p«  and  Afiaticf  ni!^ 
j^al^y  ■&  a  codunoa  idtom^  the  imiutiye  found  of  Barbar  was  ap- 
plied 
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under  the  firil  Casfars,ro  formidable  to  theByzan« 
tine  princes,  maintained  a  diforderly  refiftance  to 
the  rel^ion  and  power  of  the  fucceflbrs  of  Maho- 
met. Under  the  llandard  of  their  queen  Cabina 
the  independent  tribes  acquired  fome  degree  of 
union  and  difcipline ;  and  as  the  Moors  refpeSed 
in  their  females  the  character  of  a>prophetefs,they 
attacked  the  invaders,  with  an  enthufiafm  fimilar 
to  their  own. ,  The  veteran  bands  of  Haflan  were 
inadequate  tothe  defence  of  Africa:  theconquefts 
of  an  age  were  loft  in  a  fingle  day  \  and  the  Ara* 
bian  chief,  overwhelmed  by  the  torrent,  retired 
to  the  confines  of  £gypt,ajnd  expected,  five  years, 
the  promifed  fuqcours  of  the  caliph.  After  the  re- 
treat of  the  Saracens,  the  victorious  propheteisaf- 
fembled  the  Moorifli  chiefs,  and  recommended  a 
meafure  of  ftraoge  and  favage  policy.  "Our 
^*  cities,"  faid  fhe, "  and  the  gold  and  fil  ver  which 
*'  they  contain^  pepetually  attract  the  arms  of  the 
"  Arabs.  Thefe  vile  metals  are  not  the  objefts 
"  of  OUT  ambition  j  we  content  ourfelves  with  the 
^*  fimpleprodudlions  of  the  earth.  Let  us.deftroy 

plied  to  the  ruder  tribes^  whofe  pronunciation  was  moft  harihy  whoTe 
grammar  was  moft  defe^Te.  Ko^k  Ba^Bocfo^ufot  (Iliad  ii.  867.  with 
the  Oxford  fcholiaft,  Clarke's  Annotation,  and  Hemy  Stephens's  Gitek 
Thefaurns,  torn.  i.  p.  720.).  a.  From  the  time,  at  leafl,  of  Herodotus, 
it  was  extended  to  ail  the  nations  who  were  Grangers  to  the  language 
and  manners  of  the  Greeks.  3 .  In  the  age  of  Plautus,  the  Roinaiu 
fubmitted  to  the  infult  (Pompeius  Feftus,  1.  li..  p.  48.  edit.  Dacier) 
and  freely  gave  themfelves  the  name  of  Barbarians.  They  infenfibly 
claimed  an  exemption  for  Italy,  and  her  fubjedt  provinces;  and  at 
length  removed  the  difgraceful  appellation  to  the  lavage  orhoftile 
ikations  beyond  tkt  pale  <rf  the  empire.  4.  In  every  fenfe,  it  was  iue 
to  the  Moors ;  the  familiar  word  was  borrowed  from  the  Latin  prt)* 
vincials  by  the  Ai^bkn  conquerors,  and  has  jufily  fettled  as  a  local  de- 
noBiination  (Barbary)  along  the  northern  coaft  of  Afixa. 

-     ,    -  -  '    <^thefe 
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**  thefe  cities ;  let  us  bury  in  their  ruins  th6fe  CHAP. 
**  pernicious  treafures ;  and  when  the  avarice  of  * 

**  our  foes  Ihall  be  deftitute  of  temptation,  per- 
**  haps  they  will  ceafe  to  diflurb  the  tranquillity 
«*  of  a  warlike  people/*  The  propofal  was  ac- 
cepted with  unaiiimous  applaufe.  From  Tangier 
to  Tripoli  the  buildings,  or  at  leaft  the  fortifica- 
tions, were  derfioliflied,  the  fruit-trees  were  cut 
down,  the  means  of  fubfiftence  were  extirpatied, 
a  fertile  and  populous  garden  was  changed  intd 
a  defert,  and  the  hiftorians  of  a  more  recent 
period  could  difcern  the  frequent  traces  of  the 
profperity  and  devaftation  of  their  anceftors. 
Such  is  the  tale  of  the  modern  Arabians.  Yet  I 
ftrongly  fufpeft  that  their  ignorance  of  antiquity^ 
the  love  of  the  marvellous,  and  the  fafhion  of 
extolling  the  philofophy  of  Barbarians,  has  in- 
duced them  to  defqribe,  as  one  voluntary  aft, 
the  calamities  of  three  hundred  years  fince  the 
firft  i\iry  of  the  Donatifts  and  Vandals.  In  the 
progrefs  of  the  revolt  Cahina  had  moil  probably 
contributed  her  fliare  of  deftru6lion ;  and  the 
alarm  of  univerfal  ruin  might  terrify  and  alienate 
the  cities  that  had  reluftantly  yielded  to  her  un- 
worthy yoke.  They  no  longer  hoped,  perhaps 
they  no  longer  wifhed,  the  return  of  their  By- 
zantine fovereigns:  their  prefent  fervitude  was 
not  alleviated  by  the  benefits  of  order  and  juflice; 
and  the  mofl;  zealous  Catholic  muft  prefer  the 
imperfeft  truths  of  the  Koran  to  the  blind  and 
rude  idolatry  of  the  Moqrs.  The  general  of  the 
Saracens  was  again  received  as  the  faviour  of  the 
province:  the  friends  of  civil  fociety  conQ)ired 
yoL.  IX.  un  againft 
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G  H  ik  P.  a^aniil  ihe  faya^es  of  the  knd;  and  tb^  fO^al 
^  J^^^  prophetefs  wasilain  in  the  firft  battle  which  over- 
turned  the  baieleiB  fabric  of  her  iuperftition  and 
empire.  The  fame  fpirit  revived  under  the  fuc- 
ceflbr  of  Haffaa ;  it  ^as  finally  quelled  by  the 
adlivity  of  Mufa  and  his  two  ibns ;  but  the  num- 
ber  of  the  rebels  may  be  prefamed  from  thatt  of 
three  hundred  thoufand  captives;  fixty  thodknd 
of  whom,  the  caliph's  fifths  V^we  fold  for  the  pro- 
^t  of  the  public  treafiiry.  Thirty  thoufand<rfthe 
Barbarian  youth  were  €SiIifted  in  the  troops;  and 
the  pious  labours  of  Muia  to  iiicolcate  the  knew^ 
ledge  and  pra3)ice  of  the  Koran,  acouflomedthe 
Africans  to  obey  the  apoille  of  God  a»d  the 
commander  of  the  faithful.  In  their  oliinate  and 
government,  th0ir4ietaDd  liabitation^'the  wander** 
ing  Moorar^embled  the  Bedoweens  of tbedefert* 
Adoption  With  the  religion,  they  were  proud  to  adopt  the 
MooL  language,  name,  and  origin  of  Arabs:  the  blood 
of  the  flrangers  and  nat>v«s  was  i^feitiibly 
.  mingled^  and  from  the  Euphrates  t©  the  At- 
lantic the  fame  nation  might  ieem  to  be  diffofed 
over  the  fandy  plains  of  Afia  and  Africa.  Yet 
I  will'not  deny  that  fifty  thoufand  ten^  of  pure 
.^rabians  might  be  tranfported  oyer  the  Nfle, 
and  fcattered  through  the  I^ybian  defei*t^  and  I 
am  not  ignorant  that  five  of  the  Moorifh  tribes 
ftill  retain  their  bar  bar  ot^  idiotn,  with  tiiea^pe^ 
lation  and  charadi^er  6i  *uMte  Africsltis  '"^^ 

V.  In 

^^  The  firft  book  of  Leo  Africanus,  and  the  obfervations  of  Dr 
Shaw  (p.  a4o.a*3.  ^27.  247>^c.)  wHl  throw -foihe  light  on  tltt 
roving  tribes  of  Barbaty,  ^  Arahian  ot  Moorifli  deibent.  But 
Shaw  bad  feen  thefe  favages  with  diftant  terror ;  and  Leo,  a  captiv« 


r 
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V.  lu  tfie  rprogre&of  jConQueftJ&om  the  north  ^  ^J*^  ^* 
»id  touth^  theOoths  and  1;be  Saracens  encoun-  «  ^,4^.* 
teired  eaah  other  iwthe  confines  of  Europe  and  ^f^^^- 
JUHca.     In  the  opinion  of  the  latter,  the  dif-  tempta- 
ifiarenoe  of  ireligion  jts  a  reafonaWe  ground  ijf  tion»  and 
eoaaity  and  warfape  '*1.     As  'early  as  the  time  of  the^bs, 
Qtlwian  '^^  tb^r  piratical  fquadrons  had  ravaged  A.D.  709- 
thecoaft  q{  Andalufta  '^ ;  norrhad  they  forgotten 
the  rftlief  of  Carthage  by  the  Krothic  fuccours. 
In  that  ag!S,  a^  well  as  in  the  |)i;6fent,  the  [kings 
of  Jg^aid  w^r^  )po£fefied  (of  the  fortrefs  ofCeuta ; 
one^of  theioolumns  of  il€ffici)le&,  which  is  divided 
by  a  narrow  ftxieigh(t  fi^om  the  ttppofite  pillar  ^r 
point  lof  ,£uiiope*    A  fmaU  pofltion.oi'Manritania 
was  ;ftiU  -wanting -to  rthe  Afiiican  conquefl ;  ibut 
Mafa,  in  the^nide  of  vtS^ony,  neasrepulfed  from 
the  walls  of  Ceuta,  by  the  vigilance  and  courage 
of  Count  Julian,  the  general  of  the  Goths.  From 
bts  drfappohxtment  and  perplexity,  Mufa  ,was 
r£ti&vadj9y.an.une3;peSked:meflage  of  the  Chrii^ 

ioiiie  Vatiouny  i^ppe0»8'to!btt<irek^.iiM}ie.Qf  ^is  Anbic»  thaniie  coilld 
a^uke  of  Gmk  or  ^oiq(U)»  loftfWJ^.  jMany  of  his  grtffs  mi^aktt 
99igkt:be  .ckteAodifi  the  firil  period  of  the  Mahometan  hifiory. 

'*♦  'In  a  troilference  with  a  prince  of  the  Greeks^  Airirou  obferved 
that  their  rdtgion  was  different;  upon/^hich  fcore  it  was  lawfiil  for 
hrotiters  to  quarrel.     Oeide/s  Hiftory  of  the  Saracen9>  yoL  i.  p.  328. 

'^\Abul£eda9.iUma)^AV>il«nvP-  7^*  ▼eff.Reiibe. 

'^  tlj^he-namedf  Aadj^Ga  isappUed  by  the  Arabs  not  only  to  the 
ttK>4«m  pKnriacey  but  to  the  whole  -pemnfula  of  Spain  (Geogn^. 
Nub.  p.  15 1.  D'Herbelot,  Bibhot.  Orient,  p.  1 14, 1 15.).  The  ctyino- 
iogy  has. been  moft  improbably  deduced  from  V^dalufiai  country  of 
tile  Vandals  (D'AiwiUie,:Etat8  de  TEurope,  p.  146,  i47>*c.  ^ut  the 
Handalufi^  of  Cafiri»  which  iignifies  iu  Arabic^  the  r^on.ef  the  even* 
Lag,  of  the  Weft,  in  a  word,  the  Hefperia  of  the  Gree]($,  is.perfe^ 
oppdfite (^liot.  A»bicoiHifpama,  torn.  ii.  p.  327,  aw:.). 

H  H  2  tian 
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tian  chief,  who  offered  his  place,  his  perfon, 
and  hisfwprd,  to  the  fucceffors  of  Mahoraet,  and 
folicited  the  dilgraceful  honour  of  introducing 
their  arms  into  the  heart  of  Spain  '*'•  If  we  en- 
quire into  the  caufeof  his  treachery,  the  Spaniards 
will  repeat  the  popular  ftorv  of  his  daughter 
Cava**' ;  of  a  virgin  who  was  feduced,  or  ravifh- 
cd,  by  her  fovereign ;  of  a  father  who  facrificed 
his  religion  and  country  to  the  thirft  of  revenge. 
The  paiBons  of  princes  have  often  been  licen- 
tious and  deftru3:ive ;  but  this  well-known  tale,^ 
romantic  in  itfelf,  is  indifferently  fupported  by 
external  evidence;  and  the  hiftory  of  Spain 
will  fuggeft  fome  motives  of  interefl  and  policy 
more  congenial  to  the  breaft  of  a  veteran  ftate£ 
man  "•••    After  the  deceafe  or  depofition  of  Wi- 

tiza, 

'^  The  fan  and  refuire^on  of  the  Gothic  monardiy  are  related 
by  Mariana  (torn.  i.  p.  338 — a6o.  !•  vi.  c.  19— -a6. 1.  yii.  c. I9  2.).  Thai 
hiftorian  hat  infilled  into  his  noUe  work  (Hiftorise  de  Rdxis  Hifpaaustf 
libri  zxx.  Hagae  Comitum  1 733*  in  four  volumes  in  fo]io>  with  the 
Continuation  of  Miniana),  the  ftyle  and  fpuit  of  a  Roman  claific ;  and 
after  the  xiith  century*  his  knowledge  and  judgment  may  be  iafely 
trailed.  But  the  Jefuit  is  not  exempt  from  the  prejudices  of  his  or> 
der;  he  adopts  andadoms>  like  his  rival  Buchanan,  the  moft  abfurd 
of  the  national  legends;  he  is  too  carelefs  of  criticifm  and  chrdnologyt 
and  fuppllesy  from  a  lively  fancy,  the  chafms  of  hiftorical  e^d€nce» 
Thefe  chaixns  are  large  and  frequent;  Roderic*  Archbifhop  of  Toledo* 
the  father  of  the  Spaniih  hiftory,  lived  five  hundred  years  after  the 
conqueftof  the  Arabs;  and  the  more  early  accounts  are  comprifed 
in  fome  meagre  lines  of  the  blind  chronicles  of  Ifidore  of  Badajoz 
(Pacenfis)  and  of  Alphonfo  III.  King  of  Leon,  which  I  have  only  in 
the  annab  of  Pagi. 

*^  Le  viol  (fays  Voltaire)  eft  iuiE  difficile  a  faire  qu'a  prouver.  Des 
Eyeques  fe  feroient  ils  ligi^s  pour  une  fiUe  ?  (Hift.  Generale,  c.  xxvi.> 
^  His  argument  is  not  logically  conclufive. 

'^  In  the  ftory  of  Cava»  Mariana  (K  vi.  c.  ax.  p.  24 .x»  a4*0  fecms 
to  tie  wkh  the  X-ucretia  of  livy.     Like  the  ancients>  he  feldcsn 

^  *  quotes; 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  4^9 

tiza,  his  two  fons  werefupplanted  by  the  ambition  c  H  A  P., 
of  Roderic,  a  noble  Goth,  whofe  father,  the  duke  .  ^^ 
or  governor  of  a  province,  had  fallen  ^  vidtim  to  state  of 
the  preceding  tyranny.  The  monarchy  was  ftill  ^  ^^ 
ele^ive ;  but  the  fons  of  Witiza,  educated  on  thet  ""*  ^' 
ileps  of  the  throne,  were  impatient  of  a  private 
ftation.  Their  refentment  was  the  more  dan* 
gerous,  as  it  was  varnifhed  with  the  dii&mulation 
of  courts  2  their  followers  were  excited  by  the 
remembrance  of  favours  and  the  promife  of  a 
revolution ;  and  their  uncle  Oppas,  Archbiihop  o£ 
Toledo  and  Seville,  was  the  firft  perfon  in  the 
church,  and  the  fecond  in  the  ftate.  It  is  pro* 
bable  that  Julian  was  involved  in  the  diigrace  of 
tlie  unfuccefsful  fa6tion,  that  he  had  little  to  hope 
and  much  to  fear  from  the  new  reign  ;  artd  that 
tiie  imprudent  king  could  not  forget  or  forgive 
the  injuries  which  Roderic  and  his  family  had  fuH 
tained.  The  merit  and  influence  of  the  count 
rendered  him  an  ufeful  or  formidable  fubje6i :  his 
eftates  wei*e  ample,  his  followers  bold  and  nume- 
rous, and  it  was  too  fatally  ihewn  that,  by  his 
Andalufian  and  Mauritanian  commands,  he  held 
in  his  hand  the  keysof  the  Spanifh  monarchy.  Too 
feeble,  however,  to  meet  his  fovereign  in  arms, 
he  fought  the  aid  of  a  foreign  power;  and  his  rafli 
invitation  of  the  Moors  and  Arabs  produced  the 
calamities  of  eight  hundred  years.  In  his  epiftJes, 
or  in  a  perfoijal  interview,  he  revealed  the  wealth 

4piote8 ;  and  die  oldeft  teftimony  of  Baronius  (AnnaL  Ecclef.  A.  D. 
713*  N^  X9*)»  that  of  Lucas  Tudenfis^  a  Gallician  deacon  of  the  xiiith 
^eBtmyt  only  faySf  Cava  quam  pro  concubina  utebatur. 

H  H  3  and 
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dfid  nakc^Hefsi  <i>fbi&  country;,  the  D^ea^n'e&of  ^il 
«rtf^©I]tolaF  pri*i<>e>  tli^  degettatacf  of  aw  eilemi- 
fi^tfe  peaple'.  Tfhe  Gotte  v^ere*  «o  longer  the 
vi6fcorious  Barbatiafis^  ^hohad  humbled  th«  pridfe. 
of  Rome,  defpoilfed  the  ^fueen  of  nations,  aiid 
f^^ftfetrated  from  the  Dstmibe  to  thei  Atlantic 
oCean,  Secfaded  from  thff  worid  by  the  Pj^e?- 
tlsfeari  motmtains,  th«  fu^ceflbf  s  df  Aterrc  hsed 
flumbcred  i^  a  loftg  peaWe ;  the  waHs^  of  th^  ^ties 
1*rere  mouldered  into  ddft:  the  yotrth  fe^fcd  abem- 
dotted  th<i  ^Xercife  of  arm^;  ati^  the  pteft>m|rtiOfl 
Uf  theif  ancient  rertown  would  expoffe  theifi  m  a 
Md  of  battle  to*  <he  fli^ft  afl&tJlt  of  the  invaid^rd^^ 
Th^  ambitiows  Sa^aeen  \t£^&  fifed  by  the*  eafe  f^i 
fmportafice  of  the  attem^rt ;  but  the?  ea^ectitiort 
tf  as  delayed  till  he  had  eotffttMed  tlie  comnigltide* 
6f  the  faithful ;  and  hisk  ftreffeidg^r  f  etui'Md  witft 
the  permlfflort  of  Walid  to  at*iiex  the  fiiikilo?#tt 
kiftfgdoms  of  the  Weft  to  the  religion  jtnd  throiW 
6f  the  caliphs.  In  hi^  i*efid^nci5  of  Tatrgief, 
Mufa,  with  fecrecy  and  caution,  continued  fei« 
dorrefpottdence  and  haftened  his  preparatiotWv 
But  the  remorfe  of  the  eonljrifators  \r^  foothed 
fey  the  fallacioas  affuraftce  that  he  Ihoold  eon* 
tent  himfelf  with  the  glory  and  l][)oil,  without 
ai][>iring  to  eflablifh  the  Moflen^i  beyond  the  fea 
Ihat  feparates  Africa  from  Europe  "^ 

Before 

'^°  The  Orientals,  Elmaciiiy  Abulpharagiusy  Abulfeda*  pais  over 
the  conqueft  of  Spain  in  filencet  or  with  a  (ingle  word.  The  text  of 
ffoVairi^  aii4  die  other  Arabian  writers,  is  f ef^efintedi  thougk  wifek 
feme  fdreign  alloyy  by  M.  de  Cardonile  (IMt.  dt  VMnop.^  et  de 
I'Efpagne  fous  la  Domination  des  Af^es^  Paris^  Z765>  %  T^ik  m  inoob 
fonfei.  p.  55 — ii4«)»  and  more  concifely  by  M.deGuignes  (Hi& 

de« 
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Before  Maik  would  truft  an  army  of  iKe  fiath^  o  H  A  r 
ful  to  the  traitoors  and  infidels  of  a  fiweign  ktiid^  he  ^  J^l^ 
pdtade  a  lefs  dangerous  trial  of  their  ftrengtfa  and  The  firft 
veracity.  One  hundred  Arabs^  and  fonr  hundred  1^^*^!°^^ 
Africans^  paiTed  over,  in  four  veflels,  from  Tan-  ^j).  710, 
gier,  or  Ceuta ;  the  place  of  their  delbent  on  the  J«iy- 
oppofite  ihoxe  o£  the  ftreight,  is  marked  by  the 
name  of  Tarif  their  chief  j  and  the  date  of  this 
memorable  event'"  is  fixed  to  the  month  of  Ra^ 
madan,  of  the  uinety-firft  year  of  the  Hegixa,  t<i 
the  month  of  July,  leven  hunda-edandforty-^eight 
years  from  the  Spanifli  aera,  of  Caefar^^',  feveo 
hundred  and  ten  after  the  birth  of  Chrift.    Froai 
their  firft  flation,  tli^ey  marched  eighteen  miles 

te  Huns»  torn*  L  p.  247 — 33o»y     The  librarian  of  the  Elcuml  has 

sot  fatisfied  my  hopes :  yet  he  appears  to  have  fearched  with  diligence 

his  broken  materials ;  and  the  hiflory  of  the  conquefl  is  iUullrated  lay 

fbmft  vahiabls  fragments  of  the  genuine  Razis  (who  wnote  at  CoMittba» 

A.  H.  500)9  of  Ben  Ha^iU  &c.     See  Bibliot.  Ai  abico4Ii%>ana9  tom.ii.  >  " 

p.  3a.  105, 106. 1 8 a.  aja. 319 — z:^'^     ^"^  this  occafion,  the  induftry 

of  ^gi  has  been  aided  by  the  ^\rabic  leaniing  of  his  friend  the  Abbi 

de  Longuerue^  aiad  to  their  joint  labours  1  am  deeply  indebted. 

*''  A  miftake  of  Rhoderic  of  Toledo,  in  comparing  the  l^nar 
years  of  the  Hegira  with  the  Julian  years  of  the  Mvzy  has  determined 
Baraninsy  Mariana^  and  the  crowd  of  Spaniih  hifiorians»  to  place  the 
^ft  invafion  in  the  year  713,  and  the  battle  of  Xeres  in  November  714. 
This  anachroniTm  of  three  years  has  been  detefted  by  the  more  corre^ 
ladufiry  of  modem  chronologifisy  above  aU»  of  Pagi  (Critica»  torn,  iii* 
p»  169. 171 — 1740>  ^yho  have  rejdored  the  genuine  ftate  of  the  revo- 
lution. At  the  prefent  time  an  Arabian  fcholar,  like  Cardonne, 
who  adopts  the  ancient  error  (tom.  i»  p.  75.),  is  inexcufably  ignorant 
or  carelefs. 

*^^  The  Mr2i  of  Caelar,  which  in  %»in  was  in  legal  and  popular  ufe 
tiU  the  juvth  century,  begins  thirty-^ight  years  before  the  birth  of 
ChriA,  I  would  refer  the  origin  to  the  general  peace  by  fea  an4 
landy  which  confirmed  the  power  and  partition  of  the  triumvirs 
{Dion.  Caifiusy  h  xlviii.  p- 547.  553*  Appian.de  Bell.  Civil.  1.  v. 
p!»  1034*  edit.  fol.).  Spain  was  a  province  of  Caefar  0<5lavian  ;  and 
Tana^^oaa*  which  raifed  the  firft  temple  to  Auguftus  (Tacit.  Anna^ 
u  78.})  might  borrow  from  the  Orientals  this  mode  of  flattery.     . 

L  H  H  4  through 
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c  H  A 1^.  tbrough  aa  hilly  country  to  the  caftle  and  town 
^  j^L.^  of  Julian '" ;  on  which  (it  is  ftill  called  Algezire) 
theybeftowed  the  name  of  the  Green  Ifland, 
from  a  verdant  cap^  that  advances  into  the  fea. 
Their  hofpitable  entertainment,  the  Chriftians 
who  joined  their  ftandard,  their  inroad  into  a 
fertile  and  unguarded  {province,  the  richnefe  of 
their  fpoil,  and  the  fafety  of  their  return,  an- 
nounced to  their  brethren  the  moil  favourable 
omens  of  victory.  In  the  enfuing  ipring,  five 
thoufand  veterans  and  volunteers  were  embarked 
under  the  command  of  Tarik,  a  dauntlefe  and 
ikilful  foldier,  who  furpafled  the  expectation  of 
his  chief;  and  the  necefTary  tranfports  were  pro- 
vided by  the  induftry  of  their  too  faithful  ally. 
-Their  fc  The  Saraccus  landed  ''♦  at  the  pillar  or  point  of 
fcerit,  "  Europe ;  the  corrupt  and  familiar  appellation  of 
A.D.  7xxf  Gibraltar  (Gebel  al  Tarik)  defcribes  the  mpan- 
^^*  tain  of  Tarik  j  and  the  intrenchments  o^  his 
camp  were  the  firil  outline  of  thofe  fortifications, 
which  in  the  hands  of  our  countrymen,  have 
refilled  the  art  and  power  of  the  houib  of 
Bourbon.  The  adjacent  governors  informed 
the  court  of  Toledo  of  the  defcent  and  progrefs 
iof  the  Arabs ;  and  the  defeat  of  his  lieutenant 
Edeco,  who  had  been  commanded  to  feize  an4 
-bind  the  prefumptuous  ilrapgers,  admoniihed 

'7^  The  road,  the  country,  the  old  Caille  of  Count  Julian,  and  the 
fuperftitious  belief  of  the  Spaniards  of  hidden  treafures,  &c.  are 
.defcribed  by  Pere  Labat  (Voyages  en  Efpagne  et  en  Italie^  torn.  i. 
p.  207 — *i70  with  his  ufual  pleafantry. 

*'+  The  Nubian  Geographer  (p.  154.)  explains  the  topography  of 
the  Tvar ;  but  it  is  highly  incredible  tbat  the  lieutenant  of  Mafa 
fliould  execute  the  defperate  and  ufdefs  meafure  of  burning  lus 
^Inps* 

i  Koderic 
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Roderic  of  the  magnitude  of  the  danger.  At  c  ha  p. 
the  royal  fummons,  the  dukes,  and  counts,  the  4^^l\^ 
tifhops  and. nobles  of  the  Gothic  monarchy, 
aflembled  at  the  head  of  their  followers;  and  the 
title  of  King  of  the  Romans,  which  is  employed 
by  an  Arabic  hiflorian,  may  be  excufed  by  the 
clofe  affinity  of  language,  religion,  and  manners, 
between  the  nations  of  Spain.  His  army  confifted 
of  ninety  or  an  hundred  thoufand  men ;  a  formid- 
able power,  if  their  fidelity  and  difcipline  had 
been  adequate  to  their  numbers.  The  troops  of 
Tarik  had  been  augmented  to  twelve  thoufand 
Saracens;  but  the  Chriflianmalecon tents  were 
attracted  by  the  influence  of  Julian,  and  a  crowd 
of  Africans  mofl  greedily  tailed  the  temporal 
bleflings  of  the  Koran.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
Cadiz,  the  town  of  Xeres  '^^  has  been  illuftrated 
by  the  encounter  which  determined  the.&te  of  aadYido- 
the  kingdom;  the  flream  of  the  Guadalete,whieh  ^^^^  '* 
falls  into  the  bay,  divided  the  two  camp8»  and 
marked  the  advancing  and  retreating  fkirmiihes 
of  three  fucceflive  and  bloody  days.  On  the 
fourth  day,  the  two  armies  joined  a  more  ferious 
and  decifive  ifTue ;  but  Alaric  would  have  bluffa- 
ed  at  the  fight  of  his  unworthy  fuccefTor,  fuftain- 
ing  on  his  bead  a  diadem  of  pearls,  incumbered 
with  a  flowing  robe  of  gc^d  and  filkenembroidery, 
and^reclining  on  a  Jitter,  or  car  of  ivory,  drawn 
by  two  white  mules.  Notwithfl;anding  the  valour 
of  the  Saracens,  they  fainted  under  the  weight 

V5  Xeres  (tbe  Roman  colony  of  Afta  Reg^)  is  only  two  leagues  from 
Cadiz.  In  ^e  xvith  century  it  was  a  granary  of  com ;  and  the  wine 
of  Xeres  is  familiar  to  the  nations  of  Europe. (Lud..Nonii.Hifpan]a. 
c  i3«  P«  54—56.  a  work  of  correct  and  condiie  kaowledge;  D'Anvill€5> 
£taU  de  TEurope,  &c.  p.  X54.]. 

of 
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CHAP,  of  multitudes,  and  the  plain  of  Xeres  was  ovcri 
%read  with  iixteeH  thoufand  of  their  dead  bodies. 
*•  My  bFethren,*'  faid  Tarik  to  his  furvivin^ 
companions^  "  the  enemy  is  before  you,  the  lea 
«*  is  behind  ;  whither  would  ye  fiy  ?  Follow  your 
•*  general :  I  am  refblyed  either  to  lofe  my  life, 
**  or  to  trample  on  the  proftrate  king  of  the 
••  RcMnans/*  Befides  the  refource  of  defpair, 
he  confided  in  the  fecret  correfpondence  and 
no&umal  interviews  of  Count  JuUan,  with  the 
fcfis  and  the  brother  of  Witiza,  The  two  princes 
and  the  Archbifbop  of  Toledo  occupied  the 
xnoft  important  poft  :  their  welUtiincd  deie&ion 
ht^ke  the  ranks  of  the  Chriftians;  each  warrioir 
was  prompted  by  fear  or  iul|)icioB  to  confiilt  his 
perfonal  fafety ;  and  the  remains  of  the  Gothic 
awmy  were  fcattered  or  deftroyed  in  the  flight 
and  purfutt  of  the  three  folltowing  days.  Amidft 
the  general  difbrder,  Roderic  darted  from  his 
ea^,  and  monnted  OreKa,  the  fleeteft  of  his 
hoi*fes ;  but  be  efcaped  from  a  foklier's  death  to 
perifh  more  ignobly  in  the  waters  of  the  Btetis  or 
Guadalquiver.  His  diadem,  his  robes,  and  bis 
courfer  were  foand  on  the  bank  ;  but  as  the  body 
of  the  Gothic  prince  was  lofl  in  the  waves,  the 
pride  and  ignorance  of  the  caliph  muft  have  been 
gratified  with  Ibme  meaner  head,  which  was  ex- 
pofed  in  triumph  before  the  palace  of  Damafcus. 
'*  And  fucb,**  continues  a  valiant  hiftorian  of  the 
Arabs,  ^  is  the  late  of  thofe  kings  who  withdraw 
♦*  therafelves  from  a  field  of  battle  ''*." 

Count 

^^  Id  iane  loftntiuiii  ng^)Q8  pedem  ex  acio  referentibus  &pe  con- 
tingit.     Ben  Hazil  of  Grenada^  in  Bibliot.  Afabico-Hirpaaa>  torn.  ii. 

p.  3»r- 
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Count  JuKaix  had  planged  fo  deep  into  guiK  CHAP, 
and  infamy,  tliat  his  airly  hc^  was  in  thee  rorn  ,j^^   ^^ 
of  bis^  country.     After  the  baltle  of  Xeres  he  Rum  of 
recommended  the  moft  eflefikiaal  meafiirestotbe  *^^  ^°^^ 
viaorjous  Saracen,    **  The  king  of  the  Goths  a.d.  yix, 
*^  is  flain ;  their  princes  arc  fied  befof  e  you,  the 
^'  army  is  routed,  the  nation  is  aftoniihed.     Se*      ^ 
•*  cure  with  fafficient  detachments  the  cities  of 
•*  Bcetica;  but  in  perfon,  and  without  delay, 
•*  march  to  the  royal  city  of  Toledo,  and  attaw 
**  not  the  diftrafted  Chriftians  either  time  or 
*•  tranqnillityfor  the  eleflwti  of  anew  monarch." 
Tarik  liftened  to  his  advice.     A  Roman  captiw 
<md  profelyte,  ^who  bad  been  enfranchifed  by 
the  caliph  himfelf,  aflaulted  Cordova  with  feven 
bundled  borife :  he  fwam  the  river,  Ibrprifed  the 
tow»,  and  drove  the  Chriftiams  into  the  great 
chnrch,  where  they  defended  themfelves  abov€ 
tbi^e  months*    Another  detachment  reduced 
tbe  fe^coiafl  of  Boetica,  which  in  the  laft  period 
<^the  Moorifh  power  has  eomprifed  in  a  narrow 
f{)ace  the  populous  kingdom  of  Grenada.     The 
march  of  Tarik  from  the  Boetis  to  the  Tagus  *'% 
was  directed  through  the  Sierra  Morena,  that 
feparates  Andalufia  and  Cailille,  till  hes^peared 

p^3A7.  Some  credulots  Sjsfacoarda  believe  that  King  Roderic»or 
RoderigOy  efcaped  to  an  hermit's  cell ;  and  others  that  he  was  caft 
i£ve  iMO  al  t«b  fufl  of  f<6tpent8y  from  wh^ice  he  txdaimed  witb  a 
lamentable  voice,  « they  devour  the  part  with  which  I  have  fo  grievoufly 
«  finned."  (Don  Quixote,.part  ii.  1.  iii.  c,  i.). 

'^  The  dircA  road  from  Cc»rduba  fo  Trfe^  wat  mestfured  by 
Mr.  ^winbome^s  m^iles  m  ;«|  honrs;  btrt  a  larger  e<MttptJtaffo»  »iift 
Be  adopted  for  the  flow  and  devions  tn^'ches  of  an  army.  Tli«  A^abs 
traverfed  the  province  of  La  Mincfca,  trhfch  the  pea  of  CetnMnhm 
transformed  into  claific  ground  to  the  reader  of  tfvwy  flMtimi. 

in 
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CHAR  ID  arms  under  the  walls  of  Toledo '»'•  The 
^^'  moft  zealous  of  the  Catholics  had  efcaped  with 
the  relics  of  their  faints;  and  if.  the  gates  were 
Ihut,  it  was  only  till  the  vi6lor  had  fubferibed  a 
fair  and  reafonable  capitulation.  The  voluntary 
exiles  were  allowed  to  depart  with  their  effe&s : 
feven  churches  were  appropriated  to  the  Chrif- 
tian  worfliip;  the  archbiftiop  and  his  clergy 
Vere  at  liberty  to  exercife  their  fiindlions,  the 
monks  to  pra^ife  or  negleft  their  penance ;  and 
the  Goths  and  Konaans  were  left  in  all  civil  and 
criminal  cafes  to  the  fubordinate  jurifdiSion  of 
their  own  laws  and  magiflrates.  But  if  the  juf- 
tice  of  Tarik  prote£tedthe  Chriftians,  his  gratis 
tude  and  policy  rewarded  the  Jews,  to  whofe 
fecret  or  open  aid  he  was  indebted  for  bis  moll 
important  acquifitions.  Perfecuted  by  the  kings 
and  fynods  of  Spain,  who  had  ohen  prefled  the 
alternative  of  baniihment  or  baptifm,  that  outcaft 
nation  embraced  the  moment  of  revenge :  the 
comparifon  of  their  pail  and  prefent  ftate  was 
the  pledge  of  their  fidelity ;  and  the  alliance 
between  the  difciples  of  Mofes  and  of  Mahomet, 
"was  maintained  till  the  final  sera  of  their  common 
expulfion*  From  the  royal  feat  of  Toledo,  the 
Arabian  leader  ipread  his  conquefls  to  the  north, 
over  the  modern  realms  of  Caftille  and  Leon;  but 
it  is  needlefs  to  enumerate  the  cities  that  yielded 


'7'  The  antiquities  of  Toledo*  Vrbs  Parva  in  the  Punic  waih  Urbi 
JR£gia  in  the  vith  century*  are  briefly  defcribed  by  Nonius  (tGSptsi^ 
c.  59*  p.  i8i— x86.).  He  boirows  fhim  Roderic  .i^e/aUik  falatittm 
of  Mooriih  portraits ;  but  xnodefUy  infinuates  that  it  was  no  more  than 
a  Roman  amphitheatre. 

on 
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on  his  approach,  or  again  to  defcribe  the  table  chap. 
of  emerald '%  tranfported  from  the  Eaft  by  the  ^' 
Romans^  acquired  by  the  Goths  among  the  fpoils 
of  Rome,  and  prefented  by  the  Arabs  to  the 
throne  of  Damafcus.  Beyond  the  Auftriaa 
mountains,  the  maritime  town  of  Gijon  was  the 
term""*  of  the  lieutenant  of  Mufa,  who  had  per- 
formed, with  the  fpeed  of  a  traveller,  his  vic- 
torious march  of  feven  hundred  miles,  from  the 
rock  of  Gibraltar  to  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  The 
failure  of  land  compelled  him  to  retreat ;  and 
he  was  recalled  to  Toledo,  to  excufe  his  pre- 
fumption  of  fubduitig  a  kingdom  in  the  abfence 
of  his  general.  Spain,  which,  in  a  morefavage 
and  diforderly  ilate,  had  refiiled,  two  hundred 
years,  the  arms  of  the  Romans,  was  over-run  in  a 
few  months  by  thofe  of  the  Saracens ;  and  fuch 
was  the  eagernefs  of  fubmiffion  and  treaty,  that 
the  governor  of  Cordova  is  recorded  as  the  only 
chiief  who  fell,  without  conditions,  a  prifoner  into 
their  hands.  The  caufe  of  the  Goths  had  beqn 
irrevocably  judged  in  the  field  of  Xeres ;  and,^in 
the  national  difmay,  each  part  of  the  monarchy 

'7'  In  the  Hiitoria  Arabum (€.9.  p.  27.  ad  calcem  Elinacin)^  Rpderic 
of  Toledo  defcribes  the  emerald  tables^  and  inlerts  the  ^ame  of  Medi- 
Bat  Almeyda  in  Arabic  words  and  letters.  He  appears  to  be  conver* 
fant  with  the  Mahometan  writers ;  but  I  cannot  agree  with  M.  de 
CTiiignes  (HiiL  des  Huns^  torn.  i.  p.  350.]^  that  he  had  read  and  tranf* 
eribed  Novairi ;  becaufe  he  was  dead  an  hundred  years  before  Novairi 
compofed  his  hiftory.  This  miilake  is  founded  on  a  ftill  grolTer  error. 
M.de  Gujgnes  confounds  the  hiftorian  Roderic  Ximenes  Archbifhoppf 
Toledo  in  the  xiiith  century ^  with  Cardinal  Ximenes  who  governed 
Spain  in  the  beginning  of  the  xyith>  and  was  the  ftibjedly  not  the  authort 
tf  hiftorical  compofitions. 

'^Tarik  might  have inicribed  on  the laft  rock, the  boaft of  Regnard 
and  his  companions  in  their  LupUnd  journey,  «  Bk  tandm  ftetimus* 
nobis  ubi  defnit  oriNt." 

declined 
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CHAP,  dedined  a  ccmteit  with  ihe  antagonift  who  bad 
^  j^    .  VBSiqmfhed  the  united  ftneogdi  of  the  whole'*'. 
Hbat  ixeogth  had  haem  wailed  by  two  iucceffive 
UtaixmB  ofi'aimv&e  and  peftileaoe;;  :a»d  like  ^ver« 
tUMTS^whoweareiiEipatient  to  fu;rneoder,  might  eK- 
aggerafte  the  difficulty  of  oolleaing  the  provifiofi^ 
of  a  iiege.     To  ^ilarm  ^tbe  Cbii'ftiaos,  fuperfl>iti«« 
likewife  contributed  her  teiu^ors  :  and  the  Afbtik 
Arab  encouraged  the  repoit  of  dreams,  omenfi, 
and  proja^hecies,  and  of  the  poittiuits  of  the  drf- 
tiwed  conquerors  of  Spain,  that  were  difcovered 
on  breaking  open  a/n  ^apartment  of  iftie  roj^ 
palace*     ¥et  a  fpai^k  of  the  vital  ilame  was  ftiM 
alive :  fome  invincible  fygitrves  preferred  a  life  of 
poveiity  and  freedom  in  the  Auftrian  ^vallies ;  tii€ 
hardy  'mountaineers  reptflfed  the  'ilaves  of  *he 
caliph ;  and  tbe^word  of  Pelagius  has  been  trant 
formed  into  the  fceptre  of  the  'Catholic  kings '^ 
Conqueft        On  die  JnteUigencetof  this  rapid  fuooeis,  the 
by  Mufiu    9pplav£d'ifiMv&L  >d^eiiera;t€fd  into^envy ;  and  he 
A.D.  713,  began,  9K>t  fto  ^otBplain,  ibirt  to  fear  that  Tarik 
^'^'         would  leave  *him  nothing  to  fnbdue.     At  the 
head  4f[  ten  thouiand  Arabs  .and  weight  thoufand 
Africans,  he  jpafled  over  in perfon. from  Mauri- 
tania to  .$pain  :  the  £di  of  his  companions  wore 
the  ndteteft  df  the  Koreifli ;  his  dd^ft  »fon  was 
k&  in  the    command  .of  .Africa ;    the  three 


'^Snch  was  tJae-zrgument  of  the  tButor>Qpipa$,taQd  jevery  diitf  i* 
wlu)m  .it  WAS  addreHed  did  not  anfwer  with  t]tQ  fjxidt  ofPela^gtus^ 
Qonis.  Hifpania  dudum  fubAUio  regimineGothonim,' omuls  fxercitus 
Qifpanis  in  uao  cohgregatus  Ifmaelltarum  non  valmt.ljifltneis  imjpe- 
too.  jCbrMX^Ajpliuiiii  R^lglsy  apud  Pagi.  tom.iii.  p*  1 7 7« 

><*'  '32iLe,]30vival.of  the  Gothic  kingdomJn  the  Aitunas  is.difliv^y 
thoogh  concifely  noticed  by  D'Auville  (Etats  de  l'£ur<^9^.  I59«)* 

4  younger 
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younger  bi^ethren  were  of  an  age  and  fpdiit  to  chap. 
iecond  the  boldeft  cBtei-prifes  of  their  father.  ^* 
At  fais  landing  in  Aigezive^  he  wa^  refpeffcfully 
entertained  by  Cocmt  Jofian,  who  ftified  his  in- 
ward remorfe^  and  teftified,  %oth  in  words  and 
a6tion«)  that  the  vi^ory  otf'  the  Arabs  bad  not 
impaired  his  attadiment  to  their  caule.  Some 
enemies  yet  remamed  for  the  fword  of  MvsEgu 
The  tardy  repentance  of  the  iJirths  had  cono^ 
pared  their  own  rvumlbers  and  tbofe  of  .tioe  in-» 
vaders ;  the  cities  from  idiioh  the  march  of 
Tarik  had  declined,  <;otifider6d  themfeiWes  aa 
irnpregfuable ;  and  the  braveit  patriots  d^ended 
the  fortifications  of  Swille  and  M^ida.  They 
w^re  fucceffi^ely  befieged  and  reduced  by  the 
labour  <^  Mufa,  who  fxaniported  fais  camp  from 
the  Boetis  to  the  Anas,  from  the  Guadalquivir 
to  the'Guadiana.  Wb^i  be  beheld  the  works  of 
Roman  magnificence,  the  bridge,  the  aqueducts, 
the  i:riumphal  arches,  and  the  theatre,  of  the 
andent  metropolis  of  Lufiitania,  ^*  I  Should  im»- 
gine,"  faid  be  to  his  four  conqpanions,  ^^  that 
"  the  human  tace  mud  havemnited  their  art  and 
^'  power  in  the  foundation  of  this  city ;  happy 
^  is  the  man  'who  ftall  ^become  its  unafter  !^ 
He  afpired  to  :that  happaa^,  but  the  Emeritans 
fitfftained  on  this  occafion  the  honour  of  -their 
defcdnt  from  the  veteran  legionaries  of  Att^ 
gnftus"*^  Difdatning  the  confinemetft  of  their 
walls,  they  gave  battle  to  the  Arabs  on  the  plain; 

but 

"3  Xkub  -b^neunble  .rtlics  «f  .li»  Cortabnaa  war  (Dion.  CaOksy 
Lliii.  p/7ao.)^wci«.plafilfed  mthifrinetr^poiis^^^ttfitaniay  fwrbapsjof 
^aia  (fubmittit  cul  tota  fuos  Hifpaoiafafces)  Nonius  (Sfpania)  €.31. 

p«io6 
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c  H  A  P.  but  an  ambufcade  rifing  from  the  flieltcr  of  a 
^^*_  ,  quarry,  or  a  ruin,  chaftifed  their  indifcretion  and 
intercepted  their  return.  The  wooden  turrets 
of  aiTault  Were  rolled  forwards  to  the  foot  of  the 
rampart;  but  the  defence  of  Merida  was  obfti- 
nate  and  long;,  and  the  cq/Ue  qf  the  martyrs 
was  a  perpetual  teftimony  of  the  loffes  of  the 
Modems.  The  conftancy  of  the  befiegedwas 
at  length  fubdued  by  famine  and  defpair ;  and 
the  prudent  victor  dilguifed  his  impatience 
under  the  names  of  clemency  and  efteem.  The 
alternative  of  exile  or  tribute  was  allowed ;  the 
churches  were  divided  between,  the  two  re- 
ligions ;  and  the  wealth  of  thofe  who  had  fallen 
in  the  fiege,  or  retired  to  Gallicia,  was  confif- 
cated  as  the  reward  of  the  faithful.  In  the  mid- 
way between  Merida  and  Toledo,  the  lieutenant 
of  Mufaialuted  the  vicegerent  of  the  caliph,  and 
coifdu^ed  him  to  the  palace  of  the  Gothic 
kings.  Their  firft  interview  was  cold  andformal: 
a  rigid  account  was  exa6led  of  the  treafures  of 
Spain :  the  character  of  Tarik  was  expofed  to 
fufpicion  and  obloquy ;  and  the  hero  was  im- 
prifoned,  reviled,  and  ignominioufly  fcourged 
by  the  hand,  or  the  command,  of  Mufa.  Yet 
fo  (tri6i  was  the  ({ifcipline,  fo  pure  the  zeal, 
or  fo  tame  the  Ipirit,  of  the  primitive  Mof- 
lems,  that,  after  this  public  indignity,  Tarik 
could  ferve  and  be  trufted  in  the  reduftioi) 
of  the  Tarragonefe  province.     A  mofch  wa? 

p.  io6— 1 10.)  enumerates  the  ancient  ftraAures^  but  concludes  with 
a  figh :  Urbs  haec  olim  noibUffima  ad  magnaun  incotarum  infrequeitfaffl 
delapia  eft  et  pneter  prifcK  claritatis  ruinas  nihil  aftendtt. 

lo  ^  erected 
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ere6led  at  Saragofla,  by  the  liberality  of  the  chap, 
Koreifh :  the  port  of  Barcelona "  \eas  opened  ^^^J!^ 
to  the  veffels  of  Syria  j  and  the  Goths  were 
purfued  beyond  the  Pyrenean  mountains  into 
their  Gallic  province  of  Septimania  or  Lan- 
guedoc'^*.  In  the  church  of  St  Mary  at  Car- 
caffone,  Mufa  found,  but  it  is  improbable  that  he 
left,  feven  equeftrian  ftatues  of  mafly  filver;  and 
from  his  term  or  column  of  Narbonne,  he  rer 
turned  on  his  footfteps  to  the  Gallician  and  Lu- 
fitanian  ftiores  of  the  ocean.  During  the  abfence 
of  the  father,  his  fon  Abdelaziz  chaftifed  the  in- 
furgents  of  Seville,  and  reduced,  from  Malaga  to 
Valeutia,  the  fea-eoall  of  the  Mediterranean: 
his  original  treaty  with  the  difcreet  and  valiant 
Theodemir  '^^  will  reprefent  the  manners  and  po- 
licy of  the  times.  **  The  conditions  of  peace  agreed 
*^  andjwom  between  Abdelaziz^  the  fon  ofMrifa^ 
**  the  fon  ofNcfffir^  and  Theodemir  prince  of  the 
**  Goths.  In  the  name  of  the  raoft  merciful  God, 
*'  Abdelaziz  makes  peace  on*  thefe  conditions  : 
"  that  Theodemir  fhall  not  be  difturbed  in  his 

*^  Both  the  interpretiers  of  Novairi,  De  Guignes  (Hift.  des  Humy 
tom.i.  p.  349.)  and  Cardonne  (EQft.  de  I'Afiique  et  de  I'Efpagney  tom.i. 
p-939  94-  204r  105 •)»  lead  Mufa  into  the  ^arbonnefe  Gaul.  But  I  find 
no  mention  of  this  enterprife,  either  in  Roderic  of  Toledo,  or  the  MSS» 
of  the  Efcurial,  and  the  inyafion  of  the  Saracens  is  poiiponed  by  a 
French  chronicle  till  the  ixth  year  after  the  conqueft  of  Spain,  A,  D, 
7Zi(Pagi,  Critica>  torn.  iii.  pa;;.  195 »  Hiilorians  of  France,  tom^iii.)* 
I  much  queftion  whether  Mu^  ever  pafled  the  Pjrrennees. 

^*^  Fxjur  hundred  years  after  Theodemir,  his  territories  of  Murcia 
and^Carthagena  retain  in  the  Nubian  geographer  Edriii  (p.i54.  161.) 
the  name  of  Tadmir  (D'Anville,  Etats  de  I'Europe*  p«  156*  PagU 
torn.  iii.  p.i74)«  In  the  prefent  decay  of  Spanifli  agriculture,  Mr.Swin-> 
bume  (Travels  into  Spain,  p*ii9.)  furveyed  with  pleailire  the  delicious 
valley  from  Murcia  to  Orihuela,  four  leagues  and  a  half  of  theiineA 
com,  pulfe,  lucem,  oranges,  &c. 

TOLi  i;x,  II  f«  prin- 
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CHAP.  «  principality;  tior  any  injury  be  otfetedto  the  Kfe 
"  or  property,  the  wives  and  children^the  religion 
"  and  temples,  of  the  Chriftians:  /A^x/Theodemit 
«  (hall  freely  deliver  his  fevefl  cities,  Orihuela, 
"  Valentola,  AHcant,  Mola,  Vacafora,  Bigem 
**  (now  Bejar),  Ora  (or  Opta),  and  Lorca :  that 
"  fhall  not  affift  or  entertain  the  enemies  of  the 
"  caliph,  but  fliall  faithfully  communicate 
*^  his  knowledge  of  their  bodily  defigns :  that 
*«  himfelf,  and  each  of  the  Gothic  nobles,  Ihall 
"  annually  pay  one  piece  of  gold,  four  meafures 
^*  of  wheat,  as  many  of  barley,  with  a  certaitt 
**  proportion  of  honey,  oil,  and  vinegar;  and  that 
"  each  iDf  their  vaflals  fhall  be  taxed  at  one  moiety 
"  of  the  faid  impofition.  Given  the  fourth  of 
**  Regeb,  in  the  year  of  the  Hegira  ninety-fbut, 
"  and  fubfcribed  with  the  names  of  four  Mu- 
"  fulman  witneffes  *'\*'  Theodemir  and  his 
fubje^s  were  treated  with  uncommon  lenity; 
but  the  rate  of  tribute  appears  to  have  flue- 
tuated  from  a  terith  to  a  fifth,  according  to  the 
fubmiffion  or  obftinacy  of  the  Chriftians  •*^    In 

***  See  the  treaty  in  Arabic  aftd  L^in*  m  the  RMiotheOi  Arabko- 
HHpaiiOy  tern,  ii.  p.  io5>  xo6.  It  is  iiened  the  4th  ef  the  month  of 
Regeb,  A.  H.  94.  the  5th  df  A(nil>  A.  D.  ^rj.  a  dAte  which  feemsta 
{)roIong  the  reliftance  of  TheodeiAlr>  ftiid  the  gorerftmettt  of  Mxs&t, 

'^  From  the  hlftory  of  SaftdOval,  p.  87.  Fleury  (Hift.  fecclrf.  ttmii- 
p.  a6l.)  has  given  the  fabftance  of  dlidther  ti-eaty  coricltided  A.  JR C 
782,  A.D.  734>  between  an  ArahutA  chief  ind  the  Ooths  and HoiaaAif 
•f  the  territory  of  Conhnbra  ra  Portugal.  The  tax  of  the  chitethei 
ii  fixed  at  t\)«renty-five  pounds  of  gold  ;  tf  the  xtootiifteries,  fifty;  of  ths 
cathedrals,  one  hundred :  the  ChfSlfetts  are  jud^  by  thekr  county btt 
In  capital  cafes  he  muft  confult  the  alcaide.  The  church  doofs  tuaft 
be  ihut,  and  they  tnuft  refpeft  the  natne  of  Mahomet.  Ihavenotth* 
original  before  me;  it  would  confirm  or  deftroy  a  dark  fuTpicioUi  tlttt 
the  piecle  has  been  forged  to  introduce  tfte  itamunity  of  a  neighbo*^ 
ing  convent. 

this 
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tills  revolution,  many  partial  calamities  vrere  CHAP, 
inflidled  by  the  carnal  or  rdigious  paffions  of  the  i_^„^^,-^ 
enthufiafts ;  fbnie  cliurdies  were  profaned  by  the 
aew  worfliip :  fome  relics  or  images  were  con^ 
founded  with  idols :  the  rebels  were  put  to  th^ 
iword;  and  one  town  (an  obfcure  place  between 
jCoodova  and  Seville)  was  razed  to  its  foundations. 
Yet  if  we  compare  the  iavafion  of  Spain  by  the 
Got&s,  or  its  recovery  by  the  kings  of  CafUile 
and  Arragon,  we  mud  applaud  the  moderation 
and  difcipline  of  the  Arabian  conquerors* 

The  exiploits  of  Muia  were  performed  in  the  Difgnce 
evenkig  of  life,  though  he  a&£ted  to  di%uife  his  ^p.  ,24. 
age  by  "Colouring  with  a  red  powder  the  whitenefs 
of  bis  beard.  But  in  the  love  o€  aAion  and  glory, 
ills  breail  was  ftill  fired  with  the  ardour  of  youth  $ 
end  the  pofleffion  of  Spain  was  confidered  only  as 
the  firft  ftep  to  the  monarchy  of  Europe.  With  a 
powerful  armament  by  iea  and  land,  he  was  pre^ 
paring  to  repais  the  Pyrenees,  to  extinguifli  in 
Gaul  and  Italy  the  declining  kingdoms  of  tlie 
fVanks  and  Lombards,  and  to  preach  the  unityof 
God  on  the  altar  of  the  Vatican*  Eromthencefub* 
duing  the  Barbarians  of  Germany,  he  propofed  to 
fiiUow  ihn  courle  of  the  Danube  from  its  fource 
to  tiie  Euxine  iba,  to  overthrow  the  Greek  or 
Roman  empire  of  Conftantinople,  and  returning 
firom  Europe  to  Afia,  to  unite  his  new  acqui& 
tidns  with  Antiodi  and  the  provinces  of  Syria  ^^ 

^^  This  defign«  vihkh  U  attefted  hy/^^fral  Arafaian  hiftoriaQs  (Cac 
donxiey  torn.  i.  p.95, 96.),  may  be  compared  with  that  of  Mithridatet, 
to  march  from  the  Ciimsa  to  Rcmn ;  or  wkh  that  of  Caiar,  to  con« 
quer  the  Eaib  and  return  home  by  the  North :  and  aJl  three  are  perv 
faaps  furpailed  by  the  rtal  and  fucceisf ul  enterprife  of  HannibaL 

lift  But 
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But  his  vaft  enterprife,  perhaps  of  eafy  execa* 
tion,  tnuil  have  feemed  extravagant  to  vulgar 
minds ;  and  the  vifionary  conqueror  was  foon 
reminded   of   his    dependence   and  fervitude. 
The  friends  of  Tarik  had  efifeaually  Hated  his 
fervices  and  wrongs :  at  the  court  of  Damaf- 
jcus,   the  proceedings  of  Mufa   were   blamed, 
his  intentions  were  fufpeSed,  and  his  delay  in 
complying  with  the  firft  invitation,  was  chaftifed 
by  an  harfher  and  more  peremptory  fummons. 
An  intrepid  meffenger  of  the  caliph  entered 
his  camp  at  Lugo  in  Gallicia,  and  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  Saracens  and  Chriitians  arreiled 
the  bridle  of  his  horfe.    JbEis  own  loyalty,  or 
that  of  his  troops,  inculcated  the  duty  of  obe- 
dience ;  and  his  difgrace  was  alleviated  by  the 
recal  of  his  rival,  and  the  permiffion  of  inveft* 
ing  with  his  two   governments  his  two  fons, 
Abdallah  and  Abdelaziz.      His  long  triumph 
from  Ceuta  to  Damafcus  difplayed  the  fpoils  of 
Afric  and  the  treafures  of  Spain;   four,  hun- 
dred Gothic   nobles,   with  gold  coronets  and 
girdles,  were  diftinguifhed  in  his  train:   and 
the  number  of  male   and  female  captives,  fe* 
leaked  for  their  birth  or  beauty,  was  computed 
at  eighteen,  or  even  at  thirty^  thoufand  perfons. 
As  foon  as  he  reached  Tiberias  in  Paleftine,  he 
was  apprifed  of  the  ficknefs  and  danger  of  the 
caliph,  by  a  private  meiiage  from  SoHman,  his 
brother  and  prefumptive  heir ;  who  wifhed  to 
referve  for  his  own  reign  the  ij)e6lacle  of  vic- 
tory •     Had  Walid  recovered,  the  delay  of  Mufa 
would  have  been  criminal :    he  purfued  his 

fij       .  march, 


.  OF.  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  485 

march,  and  found  an  enemy:  on  the  throne.    In .  c  H  A  P. 
his  trial  before  a  partial  judge,  againft  a  popular       ^^' 
antagonift,;  he    was  conviSed  of  vanity  and 
falfehood  ;  and  a  fine  of  two  hundred  thoufand 
;pieces  of  gold,  either  exhaufted  his  poverty  or 
-proved  his  rapacioufnefs.     The  unworthy,  treat- 
-ment  of  Tarik  was  revenged  by  a  fimilar  indig- 
'  nity ;  and  the  veteran  commander,  after  a  public 
whipping,  flood  a  whole  day  in  the  fun.  before 
'  the  palace  gate,  till  he  obtained  a  decent,  exile, 
-under  the  pious  name  of  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca. 
.  The  refentment  of  the  caliph  might  have  been 
fatiated  with  the  ruin  of  Mufa ;  but  his  fears  de- 
manded the  extirpation  of  a. potent  and  injured 
family.      A  fentence  of  death  was  intimated 
'withfecrecy  and  fpeed  to  the  trufty  fervants 
of.  the  throne  both  in  Africa  and;  Spain  :  and 
the  forms,  if  not  the  fubftance,  of  juftice  were 
.fuperfeded.  in  this  bloody .  execution. .    In  the 
mofch  or  palace  of  Cordova,  Abdelaziz  was  flain 
'by  th^fwords  of  the  confpirators  ;  they  accufed 
their  governor  of  claiming  the  honours  of  roy- 
alty :  and  his  fcandalous  marriage  with  Egilona, 
,the  widow  of  Roderic,  offended  the  prejudices 
,both  of  the  Chriftians  and  Moflems.    By  a  re- 
finement of  cruelty,  the  head  of  thafon  was  pre- 
iented  to  the  father,  with  an  infulting  queftion, 
whether  he  acknowledged  the  features  of  the 
rebel?  "  I  know  his  features,"  he  exclaimed 
with  indignation :  "  I  affert  his  innocence ;  and 
.««  I  imprecate  the  fame,  a  jufter,  fate  againft  the 
/«  authors  of  his  death.'*    The  age  and  defpair 
of  Mufa  raifed  him  above  the  power  of  kings ; 
113  and 
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c  H  A  1».  and  he  expired  at  Mecca  of  the  anguifli  of  a 
^J-^^^^  broken  heart.    His  rival  was  more  favourably 
treated  :  his  fervices  were  forgiven  ;  and  Tank 
was  permitted  to  mingle  with  the  crowd  of 
Haves  ''^.    I  am  ignorant  whether  Count  Julian 
was  rewarded  with  the  death  which  he  deferved 
indeed,  thou^  not  from  the  hands  of  the  Sara- 
cens ;  bat  the  tale  of  their  ingratitude  to  ike 
fons  of  Witiza  is  difproved  bj  the  moft  unquef- 
tionable  evidence.    The  two  royal  youths  were 
reinilated  in  the  private  patrimony  of  their  fa- 
ther ;  but  on  the  deceafe  of  £ba,  the  elder^  his 
daughter  was  unjuftly  defpoiled  of  her  portion 
by  the  violence  of  her  uncle  Sigebut.     The 
Gothic  maid  pleaded  her  caufe  before  the  Caliph 
Haiheim,  and  obtained  the  reftitution  of  her 
inheritance ;  but  ihe  was  given  in  marriage  to  a 
noble  Arabian,  and  their  two  fons,  Ifaac  and 
Ibrahim,  were  received  in  Spain  with  the  confi- 
deration  that  was  due  to  their  origin  and  riches. 
Profperity       A  provioce  is  affimiiated  to  the  victorious  ftate 
^  d^l    *^y  ^^^  introdu6tion  of  ftrangers  and  the  imitative 
^^na>8.      fpli'it  of  the  natives ;  and  Spain,  which  had  been 
fuccefTvely  tinftured  with  Punic,  and  Roman, 
and  Gothic  blood,  imbibed,  in  a  few  generations, 
the  name  and  manners  of  the  Arabs*    The  firft 
conquerors,   and   the  twenty  fucceffive  lien- 

'^  I  much  regnt  our  bfi»  or  my  %n6rafice»  cf  two  ArsJbk  «oriti 
of  the  viiith  century^  a  Life  of  Mufay  aad  a  Poem  on  the  exploits  of 
Tarik.  Of  thefe  authentic  pieces,  the  former  was  Compofed  by  a 
^andibn  of  Mufii9  who  had  dcaped  from  the  mafiaeiiB  of  hisIdndnKli 
the  latter  by  the  Vizir  of  the  firft  Ahdalrahman  caliph  of  Spaioi  wk 
might  have  converifed  with  fome  of  the  veterans  of  the  conqueror 
(KbUot#  Arahico^if^ay  torn.  ii4  p«  36. 139^). 

tenants 
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I^Bants  of  the  caliphs^  were  attended  by  a  nu<- 
merous  train  of  civil  and  military  followers,  who 
preferred  a  diilant  fortune  to  a  narrow  home : 
the  private  and  public  intereft  was  promoted  by 
the  eftablilhment  of  faithful  colonies ;  and  th^ 
<5ities  of  Spain  were  proud  to  commemorate  the 
tribe  or  country  of'  their  Eaftern  progenitors. 
The  viftorious  though  motley  bands  of  Tarik 
^nd  Mufa,  afierted,  hy  the  name  of  Spanifird^ 
their  original  claim  of  conqueft ;  yet  thej  allowed 
ihtir  brethren  of  Egypt  to  ifaare  their  eftabliib*- 
ments  of  Murcia  and  Liibon.  The  royal  legioa 
of  Damaicus  was  planted  at  Cordova }  that  of 
Emeia  at  Seville  ;  that  of  Kinnifrin  or  ChaJcif 
ut  Jaen;  that  of  Faleftine  at  Algezire  and  M^«* 
dina  Sidonia.  The  natives  of  Yemen  and  Fer*. 
^a  werei  Mattered  round  Toledo  and  the  inland 
country,  and  the  fertile  fcat»  of  Grenada  wer» 
beftowed  on  ten  thou£and  horfemen  of  Syria  and 
Irak,  the  children  of  the  pureft  and  mod  noble 
of  the  Arabian  tribes '^^  A  fpirit  of  emulation, 
&metimm  beneficiAl,more  frequently  dangerouis^ 
was  nourilhed  by  thefe  hereditary  fa6lions.  Ten 
years  after  the  conqueft,  a  map  of  the  province 
was  prefented  to  the  caliph :  the  feas,  the  rivers, 

'^  ffibliot.  Arab.  HJj^anay  tgm.S*  p*3»«  %S^'  The  former  of  their 
^uoUtions  1$  taken  fixiin  a  Biograpbia  ffi/pamca,  by  an  Arabian  of 
V4entia  (lee  the  copious  ExtraiSIs  of  Cafiri,  torn.  ii.  p.30— i^j.);  and 
4he  htter  from  a  general  Chronology  of  the  Caliphs,  a^d  of  the  Mrican 
and  Spanifli  Dy^aftiesy  with  a  particular  Hiilory  of  the  Kin|;dom  of 
Greniada»  of  which  Ca^  has  given  almoft  an  entire  verfion  (Bijdliot* 
Ar3%)ico-Hi(panay  «on>.ii*  p.  177 — 3I9-)*  Theauthory  £bn  IChateb> 
■9,  i»atl««  of  Grenada>  apd  a  contemporary  of  Novairi  and  Abplfeda 
(bom  A.D.  1313,  died  A.  D.  I374)»  was  an  hiftprias,  geogr?.jph^r, 
phyfidaiif  poet,  ^c.  (torn.  ii.  p.  719  72.> 
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and  the  harbours,  the  inhabitants  and  cities, 
the  climate,  the  foil,  and  the  mineral  produc- 
tions of  the  earth  '^'.     In  the  fpace  of  two  ceu* 
turies,  the  gifts  of  nature  were  improved  by 
the  agriculture  '*%  the   manufa6l;ures,  and  the 
commerce  of  an  induftrious  people ;  and  the  ef- 
fe6ls  of  their  diligence  have  been  magnified  by 
the  idlenefs  of  their  fancy.     The  firft  of  the  Om- 
miades  who  reigned  in  Spain  folicitedthe  fupport 
of  the  Chriftians  ;  and,  in  his  edi6l  of  peace  and 
prote6lion,  he  contents  himfelf  with  a  modeft 
impofition  of  ten  thoufend  ounces  of  gold,  ten 
thoufand  pounds  of  filver,  ten  thoufand  horfes, 
as  many  mules,  one  thoufand  cuiraffes,  with  an 
equal  number  of  helmets  and  lances  '^\    The 
moft  powerful  of  his  fucceffors  derived  from  the 
fame  kingdom  the  annual  tribute  of  twelve  mil- 
lions  and  forty-five  thoufand  dinars  or  pieces  of 


'9'  Cardonne,  Hift.  de  l^Afriquc  et  de  I'Efpagne,  torn.  i.  p.i  i6>  117. 

^''  A  copious  treatife  of  hulbandry,  by  an  Arabian  of  Seville,  in  the 
xiith  century,  is  in  the  Efcurial  library,  and  Caiiri  h^d  fome  tkoughts 
of  tranflating  it.  He  gives  a  lift  of  the  authors  quoted,  Arabs,  as  well 
as  Greeks,  Latins,  &c. ;  but  it  is  much  if  the  Andalufian  faw  thefe 
ilrangers  through  the  medium  of  his  countryman  Columella  (Cafin, 
Bibliot.  Arabico-Hifpana,  torn.  i.  p.  323 — J38.). 

'^^  Bibliot.  Arabico-Hifpana,  torn.  iL  p.  104.  Caiiri  tranflates  the 
original  teftimony  of  the  hiftorian  Rafis,  as  it  is  alleged  in  the  Arabic 
Biographia  Hifpanica,  pars  it.  But  I  am  moft  exceedingly  furpriied 
at  the  addrefs,  Principibus  caeterifque  Chrlftianis  Hifpanis  fuis  Cafiel/^,. 
The  name'of  Caftellae  was  unknown  in  the  viiith  century,  the  kingdom 
was  not  erecfled  till  the  year  io»a,  an  hundred  years  after  the  time  of 
Rafis  (Bibliot.  tom.  ii.  p.  330.),  and  the  appellation  was  always  cx- 
preffive,  not  of  a  tributary  province,  but  of  a  line  of  cqfilej  indepen- 
dent of  the  Moorifli  yoke  (D'Anville,  Etats  de  TEuropc,  p.  166— 
170.).  Had  Cafiri  been  a  critic,  he  would  have  cleared  a  difBcuItyy 
perhaps  of  his  own  making.  ' 


gold. 
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gold,  about  fix  millions  of  fterling  money- '^^;  a  c  H  A  p. 
fiim  which,  in  the  tenth  century,  moft  probably  ^  ^^'^ 
furpaffed  the  united  revenues  of  the  Chriftian 
Inonarchs.     His  rofyal  feat  of  Cordova  contained 
fix  hundred  mofchs,   nine  hundred  baths,  and 
two  hundred  thoufand  houfes  :  he  gave,  laws  to 
eighty  cities  of  the  firft,  to  three  hundred  of  the 
iecond  and  third  order ;  and  the  fertile  banks  of 
the  Guadalquivir   were    adorned  with    twelve 
thoufand  villages  and  hamlets.  The  Arabs  might 
exaggerate  the  truth,  but  they  created  and  they     . 
defcribe  the  moft  profperous  aera  of  the  riches, 
the  cultivation,  and  the  populoufnefs  of  Spain ''^ 
'    The  wars  of  the  Moflems  were  fan6lified  by  RcUgiou* 
the  prophet ;  but,  among  the  various  precepts  toleration. 
and  examples  of  his  life,  the  caliphs  felefted  the 
•leflbns  of  toleration  that  might  tend  to  difarm 
the  refiftance  of  the  unbelievers.     Arabia  was 
the  temple  and  patrimony  of  the  God  of  Maho- 
met ;  but  he  beheld  with  lefs  jealoufy  and  affec- 
tion the  nations  of  the  earth.     The  polytheifts   , 
and  idolaters,  who  were  ignorant  of  his  name, 

'^  Cardonne.  torn.  i.  p»$$79  238.  He  computes  the  revenue  at 
l30»ooo»ooo  of  French  livres.  The  entire  pi(5ture  of  peace  and  prof- 
perity  relieves  the  bloody  uniformity  of  the  Moorifh  annals. 

'*'  I  am  happy  enough  to  poiTefe  a.  fplendid  and  interefting  work, 
which  has  only  been  difiributed  in  preients  by  the  court  of  Madrid ; 
Bibliotheca  ArabincMifpana  Efcutialen/uy  opera  et  Jludio  Michaelis 
Cqfirit  Sjro  Maronita*  Matrith  in  folios  tomtu  priory  1760.  tomus 
pafterior^  1770.  The  execution  of  this  work  does  honour  to  the 
Spaniih  prefs ;  the  MSS.  to  the  number  of  MIXXX:li,  are  judicioully 
claifed  by  the  editor^  and  his  copious  extra^s  throw  yb;;^^  light  on  the 
Mahometan  literature  and  hiftory  of  Spain.  Thefe  relics  are  now 
fecure*  but  the  ta&  has  been  fupinely  delayed*  till  in  the  year  1671  a 
fire  confumed  the  greateft  part  of  the  Efcurial  library,  rich  in  the  fpollt 
of  Grenada  and  Morocco* 

might 
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CHAP,  might  be  lawfully  extirpated  by  his  votari^*'^; 

,  ^^_  _j  but  a  wife  policy  fupplied  the  obligation  of 
juflice ;  and  after  fome  a6ts  of  intolerant  zeal, 
the  Mahometan  conquerors  of  Hindoilan  have 
ipared  the  pagods  of  that  devout  and  populous 
country.  The  difciples  of  Abraham,  of  Mofes, 
and  of  Jefu9,  were  folemnly  invited  to  accept  the 
martperfed  revelation  of  Mahomet  j  but  if  they 
preferred  the  payment  of  a  moderate  tribute^ 
they  were  entitled  to  the  freedom- of  confcience 

Fropaga.    ^^^  religious  worfhip  '^\    In  a  field  of  battle,  the 

tionof  Ma-  forfeit  lives  of  the  prifoners  were  redeemed  by 
™  '  profeffion  of  I/lam  ;  the  females  were  bound  to 
embrace  the  religion  of  their  mailers,  and  a  race 
of  fincere  profelytes  was  gradually  multiplied  fay 
the  education  of  the  infant  captives*  But  the 
millions  of  African  and  Afiatic  converts,  who 
fwelled  the  native  band  of  the  faithful  Arabs, 
mull  have  been  allured,  rather  than  conftrained, 
to  declare  their  belief  in  one  God  and  the  apoilie 
of  God.  By  the  repetition  of  a  fentenee  and  the 
lofs  of  a  forefkin,  the  fubje£l  or  the  flave,  the 
captive  or  the  criminal,  arofe  in  a  moment  the 
fr^   and  equal   companion   of  the  viftmious 

^^  The  HarBfif  as  they  are  ftyled>  qui  tolerari  nequeuiity  are^  i, 
Thofe  nrfaoy  befidcs  Gods  worlhip  the  fmif  moon,  or  idols,  n.  Atheifts. 
tJtriqtie>  quamdiu  princeps  aliqius  inter  Mohammedanoa  fupereft 
oppugnari  debent  donee  reli^ionem  ample^bntury  nee  requiM  in  con- 
<edei\da  eft,  nee  pretium  acceptnndum  pro  obtinenda  confciefida  lihcrw 
tate(Reland,  Diflerut.  x.  de  Jure  MilHari  Mdianunedan.  torn.  SL 
p.  14.):  A  rigid  theory  ! 

'^  The  diftinaion  between  a  proTcribed  and  a  tolerated  feA>be. 
tween  the  Hathii  and  the  People  of  the  Book,  fhe  believtrs  Sn  fome 
4livke  revelation,  is  corredUy  defined  in  the  converfation  of  the  Ci^ph 
AlMamnm  withtheidoUtert^fSateansofChamc.  Hottinger,  f^ 
Orient,  p.  107,  zo8. 

Moflemto. 
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Moflenas,  Every  fin  was  expiated,  every  engage-  chap. 
meot  was  diflblved :  the  vow  of  celibacy  was  ^^* 
fuperfeded  by  the  indulgence  of  nature ;  the 
active  fpirits  who  il^t  in  the  cloiiter  were 
awakened  by  the  trumpet  of  the  Saracens ;  and 
in  the  convulfion  of  the  worid,  every  member  of 
a  new  fociety  aicended  to  the  natural  level  of  his 
capacity  and  courage.  The  minds  of  the  multi*- 
tude  were  tempted  by  the  invifible  as  well  as 
temporal  bleffings  of  the  Arabian  prophet ;  and 
charity  will  hope  that  many  of  his  profelytes 
entertained  a  ferious  convi6tion  of  the  truth  and 
ian6tity  of  his  revelation.  In  the  eyes  of  an 
inquifitive  polytheift,  it  muft  appear  worthy  of 
the  human  and  the  divine  nature.  More  pure 
than  the  fyftem  of  Zoroafter,  more  liberal  than 
the  law  of  Mofes,  the  religion  of  Mahomet  might 
feem  lefs  inconfiftent  with  reafon,  than  the  creed 
of  myftery  and  fuperftition,  which,  in  the  feventh 
century,  dilgraced  the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel. 

In  the  extenfive  provinces  of  Perfia  and  Africa,  Fail  of  the 
the  national  religion  has  been  eradicated  by  the  ^p^^ 
Mahometan  faith.    The  ambiguous  theology  of  ^ 
the  Magi  flood  alone  among  the  fe6ts  of  the  £a(l ; 
but  the  profane  writings  of  Zoroafter*'*  might, 

198  7*^6  Zend  or  Pazend,  tlie  bible  of  the  Ghebersy  is  reckoned  by 
themfelvesy  or  at  leail  by  the  Mahometans^  among  the  tea  books  which 
Abraham  received  from  heaven ;  and  their  religion  b  honourably  fiyled 
the  religion  of  Abraham  (D'Herbelot^  Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  701.  {  Hydi^ 
de  Religione  veterum  Perfarum^  c.  iiL  p«  279  289  &c.).  I  much  £ear 
that  we  do  not  poiTeCs  any  pure  and  free  defcription  of  the  fyitem  of 
Zoroafier.  Dr.  Prideaux  (Conneiftiony  vol.  i.  p.  300.  o6lavo)  adoptf 
the  opinion  that  he  had  been  the  (lave  and  fcholar  of  fome  Jewilh 
prophM  in  the  captivity  of  Babylon.  Perhaps  the  Perfiaps,  who  have 
been  the  mailers  of  the  Jew8>  would  aflert  the  honouri  a  poor  honour^ 
of  being  tbtir  matters. 

under 
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CHAR  under  the  reverend  name  of  Abraham,  be  deX^- 
troufly  connected  with  the  chain  of  divine  reve- 
lation. Their  evil  principle,  the  daemon  Ahri- 
man,  might  be  reprefented  as  the  rival  or  as  the 
creature  of  the  God  of  light.  The  temples  of 
Perfia  were  devoid  of  images  ;  but  the  worihip 
of  the  fun  and  of  fire  might  be  fligmatized  as  a 
grofs  and  criminal  idolatry'*^.  The  milder  fen- 
timent  was  confecrated  by  the  practice  of  Maho- 
met"'' and  the  prudence  of  the  caliphs;  the 
Magians  or  Ghebers  were  ranked  with  the  Jews 
and  Chriftians  among  the  people  of  the  written 
law*°* ;  and  as  late  as  the  third  century  of  the 
Hegira,  the  city  of  Herat  will  afford  a  lively- 
contrail  of  private  zeal  and  public  toleration  *^. 
Under  the  payment  of  an  annual  tribute,  the 
Mahometan  law  fecured  to  the  Ghebers  of 
Herat,  their  civil  and  religious  liberties :  but 
the  recent  and  humble  mofch  was  overfhadowed 


'^  The  Arabian  Nightsy  a  faithM  and  amuOng  pi<Slure  of  the 
Oriental  world,  reprefent  in  the  moft  odious  colours  the  Magians»  or 
worihippers  of  fire»  to  whom  they  attribute  the  annual  facriiice  of  a 
Mufulnian.  The  religion  of  Zoroafier  has  not  the  leaft  affinity  with 
that  of  the  Hindoo^y  yet  they  are  often  confounded  by  the  Maiiom&- 
tans  ;  and  the  fword  of  Timour  was  iharpened  by  this  miftake  (HifL 
deTimour  Bee,  par  Cherefeddin  Ali  Yezdi»  1.  v.).  ^ 

^  Vie  de  Mahomet,  par  Gagnier,  tom.  iii.  p.  X149  ZI5. 

^'  Hae  tres  fedlae,  Judasi,  Chriflianiy  et  qui  inter  Perfas  Magorum 
inftitutis  addi6U  funt,  xar  If o;^»y  popull  libri  dicuntur  (Reland,  Dif. 
fertat.  tom.iii.  p,  15.).  The  Caliph  AI  Mamun  confirms  this  honour- 
able diitin^on  in  favour  of  three  fedls,  with  the  vague  and  equivocal 
religion  of  ther  Sabseans»  under  which  the  ancient  polytheifts  of  Charrx 
were  allowed  to  fhelter  their  idolatrous  worihip  (Hottinger,  HifL 
Orient,  p.  167,  168.). 

*°'  This  Angular  ftory  is  related  by  D'Herbelot  (Bibliot.  Orient, 
p.  44S>  449 0  on  the  faith  of  Khondemiry  and  by  Mirchond  himfelf 
(Hift.priorum  Rcgum  Perfarum,  &c.  p.  9, 10.  not,  p.  88, 89.), 

by 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  493 

by  the  antique  fplendour  of  the  adjoining  tern-  chap. 
pie  of  fire.  A  fanatic  Iman  deplored,  in  his  ^_J^ 
iermons,  the  fcandalous  neighbourhood,  and  ac- 
,cufed  the  weaknefs  or  indifference  of  the  faith- 
ful. Excited  by  hjs  voice,  the  people  affembled 
in  tumult ;  the  two  houfes^of  prayer  were  con- 
fumed  by  the  flames,  but  the  vacant  ground  was 
immediately  occupied  by  the  foundations  of  a 
new  mofcb.  The  .injured  Magi  appealed  to  the 
fovereign  of  Chorafan  ;  he  promifed  juftice  and 
relief;  when,  behold!  four  tboufand  citizens  of 
Herat^  of  a  grave  chara6ter  and  mature  age, 
unanimoufly  fwore  that  the  idolatrous  fane  had 
never  exifted  j  the  inquifition  was  filenced,  and 
their  confcience  was  fatisfied  (fays  the  hiftorian 
Mirchond  *°3)  with  this  holy  and  meritorious  per- 
jury "^^     But  the  greateft  pait  of  the  temples 

^^MirchoBd  (Mohammed  Emir  Khbondah  Shah),  a  native  of  Herat, 
compofed  in  the  Perfian  language  a  general  hiftory  of  the  Eaft,  from 
the  creation  to  the  year  of  the  Hegira  875  (A.D.  1471).  In  the  year 
904  (A.D.  1498)  the  hiftorian  obtained  the  command  of  a  princ^y 
library,  and  his  applauded  work,  in  feven  or  twelve  parts,  was  abbre- 
viated in  three  volumes  by  his  fon  Khondemir>  A,H.  927,  A.D<  1530. 
The  two  writers,  moft  accurately  diftinguiflied  by  Petit  de  la  Croix 
(Hift.  de  Genghizcan,  p.  53 7>  J 3 8.  544-  595«)>  are  loofely  confounded 
byD'Heitielot  (p.358,  410.  994>  995O*  but  his  numerous  extracts, 
under  the  improper  name  of  Khondemir,  belong  to  the  father  rather 
than  the  fon. .  The  hiftorian  of  Genghizcan  refers  to  a  MS.  of  Mh*- 
chond,  which  he  received  from  the  hands  of  his  friend  D'Herbelot 
l)imfelf.  A  curious  fragment  (the  Tahcrian  and  Soflarian  Dynafties) 
has  been  lately  publiihed  in  Perfic  and  Latin  (Vienna,  178^9  in  4to. 
cum  notis  Bernard  de  Jenifch) ;  and  the  editor  allows  us  to  hope  for  a 
continuation  of  Mirchond. 

^  Quo  teftimonio  boni  &  quidpiam  praeftiile  opinabantUr.  Yet 
Mirchond  muft  have  condemned '  their  zeal»  iince  he  approved  the 
legal  toleration  of  the  Magi,  cui  (the  fire  temple)  p^ra^o  fingults  wtas 
censd,  uti  facra  Mohammedis  lege  cautom)  ab  omnibus' mokflSls-tc 
•neribua  libero  efle  licuit.  •    :  ^ 
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c  H  A  P.  of  Per fla  were  ruined  by  the  infenflble  and  ge- 
^^-  neral  defertion  of  their  votaries.  It  was  mfenjible^ 
fince  it  is  not  accompanied  with  any  memorial 
of  time  or  place,  of  perfecution  or  refiftance.  It 
VfBS  general^  fince  the  whole  realm,  from  Shiraz 
to  Samarcand,  imbibed  the  faith  of  the  Koran ; 
and  the  prefervation  of  the  native  tongue  reveals 
the  defcent  of  the  Mahometans  of  Perfia"^  In 
the  mountains  and  deferts,  an  obftinate  race  of 
imbelievers  adhered  to  the  fuperftiti^u  of  their 
fathers;  and  a  faint  tradition  of  theMagian  theo* 
logy iskept  alive  in  the  province  ofKirman, along 
the  banks  of  the  Indus,  among  the  exiles  of  Surat, 
and  in  the  colony  which,  in  the  laft  century,  wa» 
planted  by  Shaw  Abbas  at  the  gates  of  Ifpahan. 
The  chief  pontiff  has  retired  to  Mount  Elbourz, 
eighteen  leagues  from  the  city  of  Yezd :  the  per* 
petual  fire  (if  it  continue  to  burn)  is  inacceffible 
to  the  profane ;  but  his  refidence  is  the  fchool, 
the  oracle,  and  the  pilgrimage,  of  the  Ghebers, 
whofe  hard  and  uniform  features  atteft  the  un- 
mingled  purity  of  their  blood.  Under  the  jurif- 
diiSlion  of  their  elders,  eighty  thoufand  families 
maintain  an  innocent  and  induftriouslife;  their 
fubfiflence  is  derived  from  fame  curious  inanu* 
fa£tures  and  mechanic  trades;  and  they  cultivate 
the  earth  with  the  fervour  of  a  rdigiotts  du^. 

'^^  The  lafl  Magian  of  name  and  power  appears  to  be  Mardavige 
the  Dilemitey  whoy  ii^  the  beginning  of  the  loth  century,  reigned  in 
tiM  nordittn  provtncea  «f^^srfia»  aear  the  Cafpian  6a  (lyiftfbeloty 
Biblidt  Orietit*  p.  3  35*>  BttrHi»4blditn  and  f&coiflor%  the  M^miet, 
MMt  pfoMed  or  embraced  the  Mahometan  faith ;  toA  under  tlMir 
dfnaftf  (AJ)« 93^-«»xd>io)  I  flmild  place  theMoF  the  retigion  of 
Zoroafter* 

I  a  Their 
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Their  ignotktict  withllcod  the  defpotiftn  of  Shaw  c  h  A  f. 
Abbas,  who  demanded  with  threats  and  tortures  ^     '^_j. 


theprophetic  books  of  Zoroafter ;  and  thisobfcure 
remnant  of  the  Magians  is  fpared  by  the  modera- 
tion or  contempt  of  their  prefent  fovereigns  *°*. 

Tlie  northern  coaft  of  Africa  is  the  only  land  i>eciine 
in  which  the  light  of  the  Gofpel,  after  a  long  and  chriiiia-' 
perfect  eftablifliment,  has  been    totally  extin-  n»ty  in 
guiflied.    The  arts,  which  had  been  taught  by  ^"'^** 
Carthage  and  Rome,  were  involved  in  a  cloud 
of  ignorance;  the  do^rine  of  Cyprian  and  Au- 
guftin  was  no  longer  itudied.     Five  hundred 
epifcopal  churches  were  overturned  by  the  holtile 
furyof  theDonatifts,  the  Vandals,  and  the  Moors* 
The  zeal  and  numbers  of  the  clergy  declined  ; 
and  the  people,  without  difcipline,  or  knowledge, 
or  hope,  fubmiffively  funk  under  the  yoke  of  the 
Arabian  prophet.    Within  fifty  years  after  the  A.D.74** 
expulfiort  of  the  Greeks,  a  lieutenant  of  Africa 
informed  the  caliph  that  the  tribute  of  the  in- 
fidels was  abolilhed  by  their  converfion  ^\  and, 
though  he  fought  to  difguife  his  fraud  and  re- 
bellion, his  fpecious  pretence  was  drawn  from 
the  rapid  and  extenfive  progrefs  of  the  Maho- 
metan faith.     In  the  next  age,  an  extraordinary  A.D.  z^fw 
miflion  of  five  bifliops  was  detached  from  Alex- 

^  The  prefefit  lfait«  of  the  Ghebefs  in  PerHjt  is  Uken  from  Sir 
John  Chardin>  not  indeed  the  moft  learned^  but  the  moil  judicious  and 
inqttilitite  of  oiB*  Adders  travellers  (Voyages  In  Pnfey  torn.  ii.  p.  109. 
179 — 1879  in  4to.)«  His  brethren,  Pietro  de  la  Valle,  Cleariusy  Theve* 
notf  Tayerttitry  Ax.  whom  I  have  frukleftly  iearchtdi  had  xieither  eyes 
fiior  attention  for  this  interefUng  people. 

^  The  letter  of  AbdoulsjAumiii  govertior  of  tyra&t  df  Africa,  to 
the  CalipK  Aboul  Abb&»;  t!i6  fitft  of  ike  Abiffidee,  id  dated  A.H.  1$% 
(Cardonne,  Hiitd'Afriiiue  tk  de  n^dgiie»  to«i.i.  ti»248«> 

andria 
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CHAP,  andria  to  Cairoan.  They  were  ordained  by  the 
i_^^l,_y  Jacobite  patriarch  to  cheriQi  and  revive  the  dying 
embers  of  Chriftianity  *°^:  but  the  interpofition  of 
aforeign  prelate,a  (Iranger  to  the  Latins,  an  ene- 
my to  the  Catholics,  fuppofes  the  decay  and  dif- 
folution  of  the  African  hierarchy.-  It  wasno  longer 
the  time  when  the  fucceffor  of  St.  Cyprian,  at  the 
head  of  a  numerous  lynod,  could  maintain  an 
equal  conteft  with  the  ambition  of  the  Roman 
AJ>.io53  pontiff.  In  the  eleventh  century,  the  unfortunate 
—1076.  prieft  who  was  feated  on  the  ruins  of  Carthage, 
implored  the  arms  and  the  prote6lion  of  the 
Vatican ;  and  he  bitterly  complains  that  his 
naked  body  had  been  fcourged  by  the  Saracens, 
and  that  his  authority  was  difputed  by  the 
four  fuffragans,  the  tottering  pillars  of  his  throne. 
Two  epiilles  of  Gregory  the  Seventh  ^°^  are 
deftined  to  footh  the  diftrefs  of  the  Catholics 
and  the  pride  of  a  Mooriih  prince.  The  pope 
aflures  the  fultan  that  they  both,  worfliip  the 
fame  God,  and  may  hope  to  meet  in  the  bofom 
of  Abraham  ;  but.  the  complaint,  that  three 
bifliops  could  no  longer  be  found  to  confecrate 
a  brother,  announces  the  fpeedy  and  inevitable 
and  Spain,  ruin  of  the  epifcopaL  order.  The  Chriftians  of 
ii^^c  -^^"^^  ^^^  Spain  had  long  fince  fubmitted  to  the 
pra6lice  of  circumcifion  and  the  legal  abftinence 
from  wine  and  pork;  and  the  name  of  Moza- 

'  ^  Bibliotheque  Orientale,  p.  66.  Renaudot,  Hift.  Patriarch.  M^. 

p.287,  ^88.  .  • 

*  f^  Among  the  Epiftles  of  the  Popes,  fee  Leo  IX.  epift.  .3.  Gre- 
'  gor.  Vll.  1. 1.  epift,  22,23. 1.  iii.  epift.  19, 20,  21.;  and  the  criticifnis  of 
Pagi  (torn.  iv.  AJ).  1053,  N'  14.  4*D«  1073,  N^  I3«)>  ^^^  inveftigatei 
tjie.  name  and. family  of  the  Mporiih  prince,  with  whom  the  proudei^ 
•f  the  Rom^  pontififs  fo  politely  correfpoDds. 
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roBes*'''  (acfcplive  Artabs)  wai^  applied  to  tTi-ri»  c  rt  A  F. 
civil  or  ri^gious  conformity*''.  About  the  mid-  ^  i^- 
die  q€  the  twelfth  century  the  worfliip  of  Chiift 
and  t^e  fucceflion  of  pallors  were  abolilhcd  along 
the  coaft  of  Barhary,  and  in  the  kingdoms  of  Cor- 
dova and  Seville,  of  Valencia  and  Grenada  *'\ 
The.throneof  the  Almohades,  or  Unitarians,  was 
founded  on  the  blinded  fanaticifm,  and  their  ex^ 
traordinary  rigour  might  be  provoked  or  juftified 
by  the  recent  victories  and  intolerant  zeal  of  the 
princes  of  Sicily  and  Caftille,  of  Arragon  and 
Portugal.  The  faith  of  the  Mozarab'es  was  oc* 
caiionally  revived  by  the  papal  miffioniiries;  and^  AJ>;i;5^- 


""^  "Mozarabes,  or  Moftarabes,  ad/dtUih  as  it  is  Ihterpreted  in  Latin 
.  (PoQock,  Specimen  Hift.  Arabunii  p.  391 40.  Bibllot.  Arabico-Hifpanat 
torn.  ii.  p.  I.8.).  The  Mozarabic  liturgy,  the  ancient  ritual  of  the  church 
of  Toledo,  has  been  attached  by  the  popes,  and  expofed  to  the  doubtful 
trials  of  the. fword and  of  fire  (Marian.  Hift.Hij|NLn.  torn.. i.  l.ix*  c>i8< 
P*  37S).  It  was,  or  rather  4t  is,  in,  the  Latin  toqgrue;  yet  in  the  xidi 
century  it  was  found  neceflary  (A.  M,  C.  16S7.  A.  B.  1039)  to  trans- 
cribe an  Arabit  yeriion  of  the  canons  of  the  councils  of  iSpain  (Sibliot. 
Arab.  Hilt  tom.i.  p.  547.),  for  th6  ttfe  of  the  biihops  and  clergy  in  tha 
Mooriih  kingdoms. 

*'*  About  the  middle  of  the  xth  century,  the  clergy  of  Cordova  was 
reproached  with  this  criminal  compliance,  by  the  intrepid  envoy  of  the 
Emperor  Otho  I.  (Vit.  Johan.  Gorzf  in  SecuU  Benedi<ft,  V.  N^  115* 
apud  Fleury,  Hift.  Eccles.  tom.xii.  p.  pi.)* 

^"  Pagi,  Critica,  torn.  iv.  A.  D.  xx49,  N'  8, 9-  He  juftly  obfervci^ 
that  when  Seville*  &c«  were  X9t^m  by  ¥!erdiiiai^d  «f  Caftille,  n^  Chrif- 
tians,  except  captives,  were,  found  in  the  place ;  and  that  the  Moza* 
rabd^  ciiurch^  of  Afriosi)  ancl  Spain*  deferibe4  by  James  k  Vitriacot 
A.X>,  $«x8.  (Hift.  Hierofeli  c.89.  p»i095.  in.Geft.  Dei  per  Francos* 
are  copied  from  fome  oldec  book*  .  I  ihall  ^dd*  that  t)\e  date  of  tho 
Hegu}!  6^7  ( A>.D.  1978) jnuft  .«p^y.1p  ihfi  RQVf*  iK>t  the  pompofitioa* 
of  a  treatife  of  jurifprudence,  which  ftatet  tiid  civil  rights  of  the 
Chxiifiiaii^  of  .Cordova  (j^bliot.  Arab.  {lift.  tom«  i.  p.47i.)s  ^^'^  ^^^^ 
the  Jipws  Ttner?  the  .only  diflentei^  whom  Abul  VV'^ded,  King  .of 
Grenada  (A>  Dr^  3  xjJbVould  either  difcouate^^uiceor  tolerate  (torn,  iif 
^.  a88.). 

VOL^IX^  KK  OU 
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on  the  landing  of  Charles  the  Fifth,  fome  families 

of  Latin  Chriflians  were  encouraged  to  rear  their 

beads  at  Tunis  and  Algiers.     But  the  feed  of  the 

Golpel  was  quickly  eradicated,  and  the  long  pre- 

vince  from  Tripoli  to  the  Atlantic  has  loft  all 

memory  of  the  language  and  religion  of  Rome**'. 

Toleration      After  the  revolution  of.  eleven  centuries,  the 

qjI^^^^  Jews  and  Chriftians  of  the  Turkifh  empire  enjoy 

the  liberty  of  confcience  which  was  granted  by  the 

Arabian  caliphs.    During  the  firft  age  of  the  con- 

queft,  they  fufpe€ted  the  loyalty  of  the  Catholics, 

whofe  name  of  Melchites  betrayed  their  fecret  atr 

tachment  to  the  Greek  emperor,  while  the  Nefr 

torians  and  Jacobites,  his  inveterate   enemies, 

approved  themfelves  the  fincere  and  voluntary 

friends  of  the  Mahometan  government  *♦.     Yet 

this  partial  jealoufy  was  healed  by  time  and  fub- 

miffion :  the  churches  of  Egypt  were  lliared  with 

the  Catholics"^;  and  all  the  Oriental  fedls  were 

included  in  the  common  benefits  of  toleration. 

The  rank,  the  immunities,  the  domeftic  juriC 

*   cli6lion,  of  th?  patriarchs,  the  bifliops,  and  the 


"^  Renaudoty  Hift.  PatrUrch.  Jfiltx*  p.  288.  Leo  Afiicanus  woukt 
have  flattered  hu  Roman  roaften,  coqld  he  have  diicovfred  any  latent 
relics  of  the  ChrHtiai^  of  Africa. 

*^  Abfit  (faid  the  Catholic  to  the  Vifir  of  Bagdad)  ut  pari  loco  habeas 
Neftorianos,  quorum  pr»ter  Arabas  nuUus  aHus  rex  eft,  et  Grccoo 
quonmi  reges  amovendo  Arabibut  beUo  non  defiftmity  &c.  S6e  in  the 
CoHe^ons  of  Aflemannus  (Bibfiot.  Orient,  tom.iv.  p.  94—-X01.)  the 
ilate  of  the  Neftorians  under  the  caliphs.  That  ci  the  Jacobites  i» 
more  conciiely  expofed  in  the  Preliminarf  Diilertation  of  the  fecond 
Volume  of  Allemannue. 

'^^  Eutych.  Annal.  tom.ii.  p.  384.  3879  388.  Renatntot*  Ifift.  Pativ 
srch.  Alex.  p.  2059  ao6.  357.  3$%.  A  tamt  of  the  Mottothelite  herefy 
might  render  the  firft  of  theie  Greek  patriarch*  lef^  loyal  to  the  em- 
perors and  lefs  obnoxious  to  the  Arabs. 

clergy^ 
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clergyi  were  prote6i;ed  by  the  civil  magiftrate:  the  chap. 
learning  of  individuals  recommend  them  to  the  ^_  ^^!i„^ 
employments  of  fecretaries  andphyficians:  they 
were  enriched  by  the  lucrative  cofledtion  of  the 
revenue ;  and  their  merit  was  fometimes  raifed  to 
the  command  of  cities  and  provinces.     A  ca* 
liph  of  the  houfe  of  Abbas  was  heard  to  declare 
that  the  Chriftians  were  moft  worthy  of  truft  in 
the  adminiftration  of  Perfia.     "  The  Moflems," 
laid  he,  ^^  wiU  abufe  their  prefent  fortune }  the 
"^^  Magians  regret  their  fallen  greatnefs ;  and  the 
^<  Jews  are  impatient  for  their  approaching  deli- 
**  verance"\"    But  the  flavea  of  defpotifm  are  Their 
expofed  to  the  alternatives  of  favour  and  dif-  ^^""^^ 
grace.    The  captive  churches  of  the  £afl  have 
been  affli6ted  in  every  age  by  the  avarice  or  bi- 
gotry of  their  rulers;  and  the  ordinary  and  legal 
reftraints  muft  be  offenfive  to  the  pride  or  the 
zeal  of  the  Chriftians  "^     About  two  hundred 
years  after  Mahomet,  they  were  feparated  from 
their  fellow-fubje^s  by  a  turban  or  girdle  of  a 
lefs  honourable  colour ;   inftead  of  horfes  or 
mules,  they  were  condemned  to  ride  on  afles,  in 
the  attitude  of  women..    Their  public  and  pri* 
vate  buildings  were  meafured  by  a  diminutive 
ilandard ;  in  the  ftreets  of  the  baths  it  is  their 

'^^  MoUdhedf  who  had  reigned  from  A.  D.  89a  to  9o««  The  Ma- 
gians ftill  held  tbisar  name  and  rank  among  the  religions  of  the  eat* 
pire  (Ai&manniy  Bibliot.  Orient,  torn.  iy.  pb  97.). 

"7  Reland  explains  the  general  reftraints  oif  the  Mahometan  policy 
and  jurifprudence  (Diilertat.tpm.iii.  p.z6 — ao«).  Theopp^ffive 
edias  of  the  Caliph  MoUwakkel  (A.  D.  847— 86x.>Which.  are  ftill  in 
foKce»  are  noticed  by  Eutychius  (Annal.  torn.  li.  p.  448;)  and  D'Heiv 
belot  (Bibliot.  Orient*  p.640»).  A  perfecution  of  the  Caliph  Omar  IL 
is  related,  and  moft  probably  Daagiuiiedi  by  the  Greek  Theophanes 
(Chrom  p.  334.> 

K«  a  dutv 
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CHAR  duty  to  give  way  or  boMr  down  before  the meaneft 
»^-l-  of  the  people ;  and  their  teftimony  is  rejefted, 
if  it  may  tend  to  the  prejudice  of  atruet)^eliever. 
The  pomp  of  proceffions,  the  found  of  bells  or  of 
pfalmody,  is  interdicted  in  their  worfiiip  :  a  de- 
cent reverence  for  th&  national  faith  is  impofed 
on  their  ferimms  and  converfktkms ;  and  the  ik- 
erilegious  attempt  to  enter  a  mofch,  or  to  feduce 
h  Mufulnian,  will  not  be  fuffered  to  efcape  with 
impunity.  In  a  time  however  of  Ir^nquiUity  and 
juftice  the  Chriftians  have  never  been  compelled 
to  renounce  the  Gofpel  or  to  embrace  the  Koran ; 
but  the  puniihment  of  death  is  insisted  upon  the 
apoilates  vvho  Jiave  profefled  and  deferted  the 
law  of  Mahomet.  The  martyrs  of  Cordova  pro- 
voked the  fentence  of  the  Cadhi^,  by  the  public 
Donfefiion  of  their  inconftancy,  or  their  pafiionate 
inve£Uves  agasnft  the  perfoii  and  rei%k>n^<)f  the 
prophet*'*. 
The  em.  At  the  end  of  the  firft  century  of  the  Hegira, 
g^^j^^^^"^  the  Caliphs  were  the  moft  potent  and  abfolute 
A.D.718.  monarchs  of  the  globe.  Their  prerogative  was 
not  ci!x!timfcribed,-  either  in  right  oriti  fa6t,  by 
the  power  of  the  nobler,  the  fbeeddm  of  the 
commons,  the  privileges  of  the  church,  the 
votes  of  a  fenate,   or  the  memoiy  of  a  free 


"®  The  roartyre  of  Cordova  (A.  D.  850,  Arc.)  are  commemorated 
and  juftified  by  St  Eulogius,  who  at  length  fell  a  viAim  himfelf.  A 
fynt>d>  cenven'ed  by  the  caliph,  amfaiguouily  denfured*  their  rafhnefs. 
The  moderate  Fleury  cannot  reconcile  their  condutSb-with  the  difcipline 
«f  antiquityy  toutefois  rautorite  de  I'eglife}  &c.  (Fleury,  Hift.  Ecdef. 
torn,  X.  p.  415 — ^5  a ».  particularly  p.  451. 508, 509.)»  Their  authentic 
adfcs,  throw  a  ftrong  tbough  tranfiexit  light  on  the  Spanlfh  church  in 
the  ixth  century,  ' 

I  con- 
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conftiflutkm.  The '  authority  of  thQ  eompa-  chap. 
nians  of  Mabamet  expired  iv^ith  their  lives ;  ^  J^* 
and  the  chiefs  or  emirs  of  the  Arabian  tribes 
ileflbehind^  in  the  defert,  tbefpirit  of  equality 
and  indepcndeace.  The  .  regal  arid  lacetf- 
dotail  chara^ers  were  united  in  the  fucceffom 
of  Mahomet ;  and  if  the  Koran  was  the  rule  of 
their  a6tions,  they  were  the  fupreme  judges  and 
interpreters  of  that  divine  book.  They  reigned 
by  the  right  of  conqueil  aver  the  nations  of  th^ 
Eafl;,  to  whom  the  name  of  liberty  was  unknown, 
and  who  were  accuftomed  to  applaud  in  their 
tyrants  the  a6ls  of  violence  and  feverity  that 
were  exercifed  at  their  own  expence.  Under  the 
laft  of  the  Ommiades,  the  Arabian  empire  ex- 
tended two  hundred  days*  journey  from  eaft  to 
weft,  from  the  confines  of  Tartary  and  India  to 
the  fhores  of  the  Atlantic  ocean.  And  if  we  re- 
trench the  fleeve  of  the  robe,  as  it  is  ftyled  by 
their  writers,  the  long  and  narrow  province  of 
Africa,  the  folid  and  compact  dominion  from 
Fargana  to  Aden,  from  Tarfus  to  Surat,  will 
fpread  on  every  fide  to  the  meafure  of  four  or 
five  months  of  the  march  of  a  caravan  **'.  We 
fliould  vainly  feek  the  indiflbluble  union  and 
eafy  obedience  that  pervaded  the  government 
of  Auguftus  and  the  Antonines;  but  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  Mahometan,  religion  diffufed  over 
this  ample  fpace  a  general  refemblance  of  man*. 

"'  See  the  article  EJlamiab  (as  we  fay  ChrUlendom),  in  the  Biblio- 
theque  Orientale  (p.  325.).  This  chart  of  the  Mahometan  world  is 
fuited  by  the  author,  Ebn  Alwardi,  to  the  year  of  the  Hegira  385 
(A.  D.  995).  Since  that  time,  the  lofles  in  Spain  have  been  over- 
balanced by  the  conquefts  in  India,  Tartary  and  the  European  Turkey. 

•    *     ners 
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CHAP,  ners  and  opinions.  The  langus^e  and  laws  of 
the  Koran  were  ftudied  with  equal  devotion  at 
Samarcand  and  Seville:  the  Moor  and  the 
Indian  embraced  as  countrymen  and  brothers 
in  the  pilgrims^e  of  Mecca;  and  the  Arabian 
language  was  adopted  as  the  popular  idiom  in  all 
the  provinces  to  the  weftward  of  the  Tigris  **^, 

^  The  Arabic  of  the  Koran  is  taught  as  a  dead  hmg:uage  in  the 
college  of  Mecca.  By  the  Danifh  traveller*  this  ancient  idiom  is  com- 
|Nired  to  the  Latin ;  the  Yulgar  tongue  of  Hejaz  and  Yemen  to  the 
Italian :  and  the  Arabian  ^diale^  of  Syrian  £gypt»  Africa^  &c.  to  die 
Proven9aI>  Spaniih  and  Portuguefe  (Nlebuhr^  Defcription  de  I'Arabie^ 
p.  74>  &c.> 


END   OF  THE  NINTH   VOLUME. 


*    Strahan  and  PreftofJ, 
Pf Inters  Street,  Londoiw 


OCT  2  1  '38 


iEg^ 


m: 


fA 


